
BY HARVEY WINJE
The Mpls. City Council’s recent 

denial of any use of the Roof Depot 
site by East Phillips Neighborhood 
Institute is a continuation of the 
institutionalized environmental rac-
ism that has plagued local residents 
for decades.  The continuing prejudi-
cial treatment ensures that the same 
devastation to the neighborhood will 
keep happening in years ahead.

In 1939, an incinerator was built 
adjacent to Pioneer and Soldiers 
Memorial Cemetery in spite of broad 
disagreement and protest by the 
South Minneapolis Association (a 
large coalition of many sub-groups), 

the area’s City Council Alderman, 
and the Mayor. Organizing meet-
ings at the old South High School 
(current site of Little Earth of 
United Tribes) had 3,000 people 
attending and 300 people protesting 
at a city council meeting.

At the time of the building of 
this incinerator in the 20th cen-
tury, large tracts of land east of 
the Cemetery were occupied by 
railroad yards and large industries. 
Also nearby, at the intersection of 
28th St. and Hiawatha, there was a 
large Sears Roebucks Warehouse, 
an oil and fuel distributor, an arse-
nic distribution center (arsenic was 
used as pesticide to wipe out the 
grasshopper infestation), and other 
businesses.

There were three dozen houses 
in the immediate area and many 
more between there and Cedar Ave.  

BY CAROL PASS, EPIC BOARD PRESIDENT
Neighborhood residents con-

tinue to oppose the city’s plans 
to expand its public works facil-
ity into the Roof Depot/Sears site 
in Phillips neighborhood (1860 E. 
28th St.) that would further increase 
pollution and illness in the area. 

Instead, they support a plan fash-
ioned by local residents themselves 
that bring jobs, affordable housing, 
an indoor aquaponics urban farm, 
solar energy, and a bike repair shop 
to the location along the Midtown 
Greenway.

Under pressure, probably from 
Public Works staff, to make some-
thing happen, the city scheduled 
meetings with the Ways & Means 
Committee, Transportation & 
Public Works Committee (T&PW), 
the Committee of the Whole, and 
the Full City Council and then 
rescheduled some, making notifica-
tion of Urban Farm supporters dif-
ficult at best. 

Nevertheless, Urban Farm sup-
porters filled the council cham-
bers and overflowed in the hall 
at the T&PW Committee meeting 
on Tuesday, Dec. 4, as a Native 
American Drum group performed a 
prayer and a request for understand-
ing in the pre-meeting chamber. 
Citizens were not allowed to speak 
but carried signs to express their 
support of the Urban Farm concept.

Chair Abdi Warsame (Ward 6) 
passed a motion that would provide 
no space for the Urban Farm and 
permit demolition of the incredible 
Sears warehouse through T&PW 
without recommendation to the full 
council, with the stated hope that it 

could be modified to meet the needs 
of public works and the community. 

On Friday, Dec. 7, 2018, the full 
council passed the bill, modified by 
Ward 9 Council Member Alondra 
Cano, which requires the formation 
of another committee, this time 

called HAC, which will provide 
“feedback” on what will be allowed 
in the Roof Depot site such as Voter 
Services, but apparently not be the 
Urban Farm. 

Cano did include a statement 
prohibiting the demolition of the 

building without “input” from 
HAC. 

The bill also provides an extra 
$950,000 for RSP, the public works 
architect, for “additional architec-
tural and engineering design ser-
vices” bringing their total fees to 

$2,700,000 to date. The Urban Farm 
architect was not granted extra fees. 

The HAC will take us back a 
year and a half to the beginning of 
the GAC. 

BY CAMLLE GAGE AND MARGARET KING, 
COURTESY OF METROPOLITAN URBAN 
INDIAN DIRECTORS

If you’ve been follow-
ing the situation at the Franklin 
Hiawatha homeless encampment, 
you’ve probably heard of the new 
“Navigation Center” being created 
by the city of Minneapolis and a 
variety of government and other 
partners. 

After months of waiting, infor-
mation about the center is now 
available to share. Here is a list of 
frequently asked questions about 
the center, which will provide safe 
and secure shelter for the homeless 
residents of the Franklin Hiawatha 
encampment. 

Thanks to Margaret King, the 
city of Minneapolis Navigation 
Center project coordinator, for 
helping to compile these answers.

What is the Navigation Center 
and when will it open?

The center is a low barrier 24/7 
access shelter designed for people 
living in the Franklin Hiawatha 

encampment. It will provide a calm, 
clean, safe environment with access 
to intensive support services. The 
center is scheduled to open in mid-
December.

Who came up with the idea?
The Navigation Center concept 

is being used in a variety of cities 
across the country who are experi-

encing large numbers of homeless 
residents. It is often considered an 
emergency or transitional solution 
- to house people as they wait for 
more traditional shelter, GRH or 
Section 8 housing, or other afford-
able housing options.

Navigation Center built

Racism Continued on page 8

Franklin/Hiawatha Encampment respite ready

Protest  Continued on page 8

Residents storm city hall to protest 
Phillips community not given a voice at meetings on public works expansion

Environmental   
racism, degradation 
not new to Phillips 
Residents disregarded 
by city for decades 
and, perhaps, more 
is yet to come

BRAD PASS

As part of a protest by Phillips residents who have been ignored by city staff and council members, a Native American Drum group performed a 
prayer and request for understanding prior to the Transportation and Public Works Committee meeting on Dec. 4, 2018. Throughout this process, 
the city has ignored its own principals and civic engagement, and sought to railroad its own plans for the neighborhood.

Center  Continued on page 10

TESHA M. CHRISTENEN

Workers put the finishing touches on the Navigation Center in mid 
December 2018 so that those experiencing homelessness will have safe 
and secure, low-barrier housing at 2109 S. Cedar Ave.
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Next Deadline 
Jan. 15, 2019

By JOHN CHARLES WILSON
The last “pick” of the year is 

upon us. A “pick” is when Metro 
Transit changes bus schedules and 
drivers are assigned new routes. 
This service change goes into 
effect the 1st of December 2018 
and includes the following adjust-
ments that will affect the Phillips 
Community:

• Route 5 will have trips rein-
stated that were eliminated during 
the driver shortage.

• Route 21 will run slightly less 
often.

• Route 53 will have one trip in 
each direction reinstated.

• Route 67 will have one week-
day morning trip reinstated; how-
ever, there will be significant cuts 
in both the morning and evening 
seven days a week.

In addition, please be reminded 
that special schedules are in effect 
on Black Friday, Christmas Eve, 
and New Year’s Eve. Black Friday 
and Christmas Eve are usually a 
Saturday schedule plus a few rush-
hour trips on commuter routes. 
New Year’s Eve is usually almost 
a regular weekday schedule minus 
a few rush-hour trips. Non-rush-
hour fares are charged all day on 
Black Friday and Christmas Eve. 

In other news, I recently had 
the opportunity to visit Milwaukee 
for two days. While I didn’t have 
time to ride the buses there, I did 
pay attention to their system as 
best I could. One glaring differ-
ence between their transit sys-

tem and ours is theirs is run by 
Milwaukee County, whereas we 
have the Metropolitan Council, 
which includes seven counties. 
Unfortunately, metropolitan 
Milwaukee extends beyond the 
county line to the north and to 
the west. While the Milwaukee 
County Transit System does run 
buses to Waukesha and Ozaukee 
Counties, except for the route to 
Brookfield Mall, it is mostly com-
muter service. For example, I went 
to Costco in New Berlin. Near the 
Costco was a bus stop sign for 
MCTS Route 6. Unfortunately, 
that bus is aimed mainly at indus-
trial workers and only runs at shift 
change times. This is in a busy 
area comparable to Eagan. 

The contrast served as a good 
reminder how lucky we are in 
the Twin Cities to have the transit 
system we do.

Transit

December 2018 service 
changes and a comparison 
between Minneapolis and 
Milwaukee transit

3440 BLOOMINGTON AVE.
POWDERHORN PARK

MINNEAPOLIS
M-F 6:30-6

SAT 7-5 • SUN 7:30-5
729-5627
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By ERIN THOMASSON
Family Storytime 
Fridays, 10:30-11 am  
For children of all ages and their 
caregivers. Talk, sing, read, write 
and play together in a format 
appropriate for young children. 
Share books, stories, rhymes, 
music and movement.

Joke Telling with the Mobile 
Comedy Suitcasee 
Wednesday, Jan. 9, 4:30-6:30 pm  
Learn the art of writing and telling 
a great joke from a professional 
comedy writer and theater art-
ist. And if you’re brave enough, 
perform your favorite joke on 
their portable stage! Funded by 
Minnesota’s Arts and Cultural 
Heritage Fund. 

Teen Programs 
Urban 4-H Club 
Tuesdays Dec. 11 & 18, 5-7pm  
We do everything from urban 
gardening to digital photo/video to 
theater. Partner: U of MN.

Teen Tech Workshop 
Wednesdays, 5-6:30 pm  
Get creative and make music, 
videos, animation and other proj-
ects using both high- and low-
tech tools, everything from iPads 
and 3D printers to synthesizers 
and sewing machines. Led by the 
library’s Teen Tech Squad.

Dhalinta Horumar sare rabta / 
Young Achievers 
Wednesdays, 4:30-6 pm   
U dabaaldag Dhaqanka 
Soomalida, sameyso saaxiibo 
cusub iyo in aad isticmaasho hab 
nololeed cafimaad leh. Lamaane: 
WellShare International. Celebrate 
Somali culture, make new friends 
and practice healthy lifestyles. 
Partner: WellShare International.

Teen Anime Club 
Saturdays, 3-4:30 pm  
Discuss manga and share artwork. 
Something different every time!

Act Out for Teens: Intro to 
Physical Comedy 
Wednesday, Jan. 30, 4:30-6 pm  
Registration Required. Grades 
9-12. Are you ready to get seri-
ous about being funny? Led by 
an experienced Guthrie teach-
ing artist, you will set off on 
an adventure to explore theater 
techniques for a wide variety of 
physical comedy. Let your humor 
run wild in a safe and creative 
environment. No experience 
necessary! Collaborator: Guthrie 
Theater. Funded by Minnesota’s 
Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund.

Adult Programs 
Fasal furan oo ku Saabsan 
Barashada Teknoolojiga 
Maktabadda/Library 
Technology Open Lab 
Wednesday, Dec. 5 & 12, 10:30 
am-12 pm  
Kaalay oo baro Teknoolojiga 
maktabadda. Shaqaalaha waxey 
ku bilaabi doonaan Open lab-ka 
20-daqiiqo oo horudhac ku saa-
bsan teknoolojiga maktabadda. 
Mowduucyada laga hadli doono 
waxaa ka mid ah: sidaad u istic-
maali laheyd kombiyuutarada 
maktabada, Internet-ka iyo Email-
lada, asturnaanta, printer-rada iyo 
Scanner, iyo sidaad buugaagta 
uga raadsan laheyd bogga makta-
bada iyo kheyraadka laga helaba. 
Markuu mowduuca horidhaciisa 
lasiiyo, ka qeyb galayaasha waxey 
waqti u heli doonaan iney sii 
dabaqaan waxey barteen iyadoo 
shaqaalahana diyaar u ahaan 
doonaan iney uga jawaabaan 
su’aalahooda mid-midna u caawi-
yaan.

Come and explore library technol-
ogy. Staff will start each Open 
Lab with a 20-minute orientation 
to library technology. Following 
the orientation, participants will 
have time to explore on their own, 
while staff will be available for 
questions and one-to-one support.

Franklin Technology Hour 
Thursdays, 12-1 pm  and 
Fridays, 3-4 pm  
Do you want to explore new 
technology, practice using a 
computer program, or learn more 
about the library’s electronic 
resources? Then come to Franklin 
Technology Hour! Bring your 
questions, or come and explore a 
spotlighted resource.

Crafting for Good: Crochet a 
Washcloth 
Saturday, Jan. 5, 2:30-4:30 pm  
Registration Required. Learn how 
to crochet and make a simple cot-
ton washcloth. Keep it for your-
self, or donate it to someone in 
need. Materials provided.

Franklin Learning Center: 
612-543-6934 flc@hclib.org 
The Franklin Learning Center 
offers free, one-to-one tutoring for 
adults who are learning English 
and math, preparing for the GED 
and citizenship exams, and gaining 
life skills. We are always looking 
for community volunteers! No 
experience necessary; we provide 
training and materials. Contact us 
at 952-847-2934 or flc@hclib.org.

What’s Up at the Franklin 
Community Library | DECEMBER 2018

1314 E. Franklin Avenue  |  612- 543-6925  |  www.hclib.org
M, F, Sa: 9am–5pm  •  T, W, Th:  9am –8pm  •  Su: 12-5pm
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“Racism is the intentional or unintentional use of power to isolate, separate and exploit others.  Racism is more than just a personal 
attitude; it is the institutionalized form of the attitude.”  National Council of Churches Racial Justice Working Group 



Albert Nelson, caretaker at 
Minneapolis Pioneers and Soldiers 
Cemetery from 1927 until his death 
in 1953, had a keen awareness of 
the role than many in the cemetery 
played in the state and city’s his-
tory.  It seems unlikely that he had 
any idea about his own role in that 
story.  He had intended to write 
a book about the cemetery, but it 
appears that he ran out of time.  
Nonetheless, he left us an amazing 
amount of information that Mike 
Barth, current caretaker, found in 
one of the cemetery’s ancient file 
cabinets.  

The file contains Mr. Nelson’s 
monthly reports to his supervisor 
between January 1939 and March 
1944.  There are 95 pages, carbon 
copies, most no more than one 
or two pages long.  In addition to 
reporting on routine maintenance 
tasks – mowing, raking, shovel-
ing, etc. – he provided important 
information about many monu-
ments, tree plantings, memorial and 
dedication programs, burials and 
removals. He answered a question 
that we have often wondered about 
– who built the addition to the care-
taker’s cottage and when?

The original building, built in 
1871, consisted of two rooms.  
Nelson first mentioned the addi-
tion, a “tool house,” in June 1939.  
The men who worked on it were 
employees of the Work Projects 
Administration, a program created 
by the Roosevelt administration 

to combat unemployment during 
the Depression.  Work progressed 
slowly, interrupted by funding 
shortfalls and a nation-wide labor 
strike in 1939 when hundreds of 
thousands of workers walked off 
their jobs to protest a cut in wages.  
Masons, stonecutters, and carpen-
ters stayed off the job until October.  
When they returned carpenters cut 
an opening that connected what is 
now the middle room and the back 
room.  The addition was completed 
in July 1940.

There were 19 burials between 
1938 and early 1944; most were 
widows in their 70s or 80s. One of 
the most interesting pieces of infor-
mation that Mr. Nelson provided 
was about the family of Katherine 
Smith.  Mrs. Smith was the mother 
of Lafayette Mason, a South High 
football star, a professional pia-
nist, and one of the city’s earliest 
African-American firefighters who 
in 1910 died at the age of 29 and 
was buried in the family’s plot. 
Mr. Nelson described Mrs. Smith’s 
1941 funeral as “ a very large funer-
al,” and noted that she was bur-
ied near her grandmother, father, 
and mother “all born slaves.”  Her 

father, Morgan Jones, at 101 years 
old, is the oldest person buried in 
the cemetery.  His story appeared in 
the Alley in December 2017 (http://
alleynews.org/?s=morgan+jones).

Then, as now, people seemed 
to have been prone to driving into 
the fence.  On April 21, 1938, a car 
or truck crashed into a section of 
fence.  The fence was repaired but 
in February 1940, another section 
of the fence was knocked down.  
Fortunately those drivers hit the 
chain link rather than the decorative 
steel and limestone fence.

And the turnaround at the end 
of the cemetery’s only road posed 
a problem for at least one driv-
er whose car “pinched its wheels 
on the outside curb.”  The driver 
stepped on the gas, jumped the 
curb on the other side of the loop 
and crashed into a tree.  The result 
according to Mr. Nelson was “a 
bent bumper, broken headlight and 
small dent in the fender.  A little 
bark was loosened from the tree.”

Cars weren’t the only potential 
hazard to the cemetery.  In October 
1941, a horse got into the cemetery 
where a section of fence had been 
removed.  Nelson and the horse 
had to stay in the cemetery until the 
horse’s owner was found. The fol-
lowing month, a different horse got 
into the cemetery but, according to 
Nelson, it “was a very old horse 
and no damage was done.”

Mr. Nelson frequently reported 
that friends and family members of 

those buried in the cemetery came 
to visit.  In September 1938, James 
Needles traveled from Honolulu, 
Hawaii, to visit the unmarked grave 
of his father, Joseph Nettles, a Civil 
War veteran who had died in 1890.  
Four years later Joseph Needles 
had a military marker placed on 
his grave.

Not all visitors came to visit 
graves.  In April 1938, Nelson “…
played nurse to a lost baby boy…

for two hours until the mother and 
police came for him.”  Nelson 
wrote his funniest comment in July 
1941:  “I had to request a young 
woman who mistook the cemetery 
for a nudist camp to leave the 
grounds.  She was sober and good 
looking but had a very bad temper.”

Some of his workdays were just 
more interesting than others.

Tales from 
Pioneers and Soldiers 
Memorial Cemetery
By SUE HUNTER WEIR

162nd in a SerieS

That was an interesting workday

HENNEPIN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

In the 1890s Congress passed legislation allowing a number of orga-
nizations to apply for military surplus equipment.  This “decorative” 
cannon and mortar were placed in the cemetery in the1920s and 
removed during World War II – they were most likely used for scrap.
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“How do we put ourselves in other people’s shoes and really feel what they feel and then use that information
 to fuel solutions?” Paul Bennett

PPL’s Career Center Has Moved! 
We are so excited about our brand 

NEW space located at 1021 E 
Franklin Ave, Minneapolis 55404. We 
hope you stop by to check it out and 
learn more about the resources we 

offer! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Free Employment Training! 
Current Programs:  
 

 Seasonal Office Specialist for the Department of Revenue 
 Banking 
 Healthcare Plus 
 Office Specialist III partnered with Hennepin County 
 Computer & Job Readiness Workshops 
 Open Computer Lab (services available from 8:30am-4:00pm) 

 
Interested in any of these trainings? Please attend a 9:00 a.m. information session held 
every Monday morning at the Career Center, located at 1021 E Franklin Ave, Minneapolis 

55404. We start promptly at 9:00 a.m. so please arrive on time. After the one-hour session, you'll 
have the opportunity to stay and start the application process. Call 612-455-5300 with questions 

or visit www.ppl-inc.org. We hope to see you soon! 
 



January Community Meeting
Tuesday, January 22
6:30-8pm, Banyan Community, 2529 13th Ave South
•  Announce 2019 Outreach Partnerships,  

with presentations by Each

Save the Date! 
Community Dinner & Annual Meeting
Thursday, February 28
5:30-8pm, Midtown Global Market, 920 E. Lake Street
FREE DINNER, ENTERTAINMENT, RESOURCE BOOTHS AND MORE!

Midtown Phillips Neighborhood  
Loan Programs
The Midtown Phillips Neighborhood has partnered with the Center 
for Energy and Environment Lending Center to help Midtown Phillips 
residents finance home improvement projects.  

HOME IMPROVEMENT LOAN :
•0% APR
•$7,500 maximum loan amount
•No maximum income limit
•Terms up to 7 years
• Eligible improvements are most exterior, major mechanical and 

energy improvements

3 EASY WAYS TO APPLY 
1) Apply online at mnlendingcenter.org
2) Email loaninfo@mncee.org for a copy of the application
3) Call 612-335-5884 to have an application mailed to you

For more information or to apply: 
visit www.mnlendingcenter.org or call 612.335.5884 

Last Call for Partnerships!
Midtown Phillips is looking for 
partners to assist with 2019 
outreach & participation, 
event involvement and youth 
outreach. You must be a registered 
business or registered non profit to 
apply. Applications are due by 
Dec 10th, 2018.  If interested, 
email midtownphillips@gmail.com

www.midtownphillips.org  |  612.232.0018  |  midtownphillips@gmail.com

January Board Meeting
Tuesday, January 8
6:30-8pm, Stewart Park, 2700 12th Ave South
• Annual Meeting report
• Fowell Neighborhood Community Connectors Program
• 2019 Outreach Partnership Discussion/review MOUs

December Board Meeting
Tuesday, December 11
6:30-8pm, Midtown Global Market Center Court, 
920 E. Lake Street
• Annual meeting planning
• Review Housing Loan program
• Review NRP Contract Budget 
• Approve 2019 MPNAI Budget
•  Discuss NRP Contract Amendment  

for Midtown Safety Center

* NO COMMUNITY MEETING IN DECEMBER
Best wishes for happy holiday season!

The EPIC Report – Dec. 2018 & Jan. 2019 
www.eastphillips-epic.com 

 
 

For Your Calendar: *    Have a Great Holiday! 
 

The EPIC Board of Directors meet on the FIRST Saturday of the month – Next Meetings;  
Saturday, 1/5/2019 and 2/2/2019 at 10:00 AM. at the EPIC Storage - 2344 Bloomington Ave. S 
 

The EPIC General Membership meets on the SECOND Thursday – Next Meetings; 
Thursday, 12/14/18 and 1/10/2019  at 6:30 PM  
Agenda includes Neighborhood Industrial Pollution, Crime Initiatives, and EPIC project updates. 
 
 

Meeting Location: Most EPIC meetings and events (unless noted) are held at the 
East Phillips Park Cultural & Community Center located at 2307 17th Ave. S. 
The Center is wheelchair accessible and all are welcome. 
 

The East Phillips Community 17th Ave. Gardeners meet on the second Saturday of Each Month 
during the gardening season, normally from March through September. Next meetings are Next 
Year Saturday, 3/9/2019 & 4/13/2019 at 9:00 AM in the Community Center at 2307 17th Ave. S. 
Weather permitting, subsequent meetings will be held in the Garden. 

*    East Phillips Residents wanting a 2019 Garden Plot, contact Brad Pass at 612-916-8478    
*  To get involved in EPIC & help move the East Phillips Neighborhood in a positive direction, 

join us at any EPIC General Membership meeting (see dates above). All are welcome. 
 

EPIC Wishes you a Wonderful Holiday and a Happy New Year 
A few photo memories of 2018 

 
 

 

 

Some of the Phillips Community Clean Sweep Volunteers Presenting 
State Representative & Neighbor Karen Clark with an award for her 

38 years of serving us. Thank you, Karen! 

One of the winners of the Pumpkin 
Carving Contest at the EPIC 
Garden Fall Harvest Party  

Peter McLaughlin & 
Jana Metge at 

Phillips  Clean Sweep 

Wolverine 
The Mascot of East 

Phillips Park 



Ventura Village is located upstairs in the Phillips Community Center at 2323 - 11th Avenue South • Minneapolis • 612-874-9070

DECEMBER 2018 VENTURA VILLAGE MONTHLY MEETINGS:

VENTURA VILLAGE 
N E I G H B O R H O O DNEWS

 VOLUME 7 NUMBER 12 

DEC. 12TH GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING @ 7:00 PM 

• 2nd WEDNESDAY • BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING:  6:00 PM 
• 2nd WEDNESDAY • : GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING:  7:00 PM 
• Last TUESDAY: COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE: 6:00 PM  
• Last TUESDAY:  WELLNESS, GARDENING & GREENING: 7:00 PM  
• Last THURSDAY: CRIME & SAFETY COMMITTEE: 6:30 PM  
• Last THURSDAY: HOUSING & LAND COMMITTEE: 5:30 PM 

JANUARY 2019 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING @ 7:00 PM 

JANUARY 2019 VENTURA VILLAGE MONTHLY MEETINGS:

 VOLUME 8 NUMBER 1 JANUARY 2019
DECEMBER 2018

Peavey Park Projects Near Completion Multi•Family Modular 
Housing Underway at 
Franklin & Park Avenue

A four level 43-unit apartment building at the 
corner of Franklin Avenue and Park Avenue 
that offers a solution for livable wage earners. 

Construction of improvements at Peavey Park continues to move forward, with the 
playground installation nearly 95% complete. Sod for the athletic field was installed 
in October, and concrete work throughout the site is complete, including the new 
sidewalk along Franklin Avenue included a buffer from the road. The new picnic 
pavilion will be installed over the winter and will be ready for this upcoming summer.
 

Construction fencing will remain up at the park over the winter so that grass seed 
and sod have time to establish and develop healthy root systems. Additionally, 
because the playground will not be 100% complete until next spring, MPRB is not 
able to remove the fencing around the playground. Once the fence around the 
playground and soon-to-be-built pavilion is removed in the spring, fencing will be 
kept up around the athletic field until the sod has fully established around mid-
summer. There are plans for a Grand Opening next year when the full park re-opens, 
summer of 2019.


In accordance with the Ventura Village Bylaws, the 
Annual Membership Meeting will be held on 
December 12, 2018. Election of Board Members to fill 
vacant positions will be held at that meeting. Please 
submit nominations for Board Members in writing to 
Ventura Village, 2323 11th Avenue South, 
Minneapolis, MN 55404. All nominations must be 
received by November 28, 2018. For people who live 
in Ventura Village: You qualify for membership if your 
primary residence is located within Ventura Village. 
The structure in which you live must be certified by the 
City of Minneapolis for occupancy as a residential 
structure. f you qualify and want to become a member, 
please call 612-874-9070 and leave a message 
stating your full name (including spelling) and your 
address. This information must be received before 
midnight of the day before any voting which you plan 
to attend and exercise your voting rights.  
 .

"Wellness, Greening, & Gardening News" 
This past year our committee added to our 
tool library, supported the Mashkiikii Gitagan 
24th St. farm and Waite House in their 
gardening and education efforts, started 
working with our neighborhood high-rise 
apartments, and our bees were everywhere 
pollinating your plants. In 2019 we plan to 
continue and expand these efforts. Contact 
us with your ideas and concerns. Our com-
mittee meets the last Tuesday of the month 
7 PM at our office and we're available at all 
membership meetings. 

Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board Photos

• 2nd WEDNESDAY • BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING:  6:00 PM 
• 2nd WEDNESDAY • : GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING:  7:00 PM 
• Last TUESDAY: COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE: 6:00 PM  
• Last TUESDAY:  WELLNESS, GARDENING & GREENING: 7:00 PM  
• Last THURSDAY: CRIME & SAFETY COMMITTEE: 6:30 PM  
• Last THURSDAY: HOUSING & LAND COMMITTEE: 5:30 PM 

meeting which you plan to attend and exercise your If 
you apply for membership over the phone, you must 
arrive at the meeting location 30 minutes ahead of time 
and supply one of the following forms of identification: 
a. a valid Minnesota Drivers License 
b. a Minnesota Picture Identification Card  
c. a student identification card issued by an accredited 
institution of education 
d. a tribal identification card issued by a recognized 
Native American tribal government 
f. a consulate identification card issued by a country 
other than the United States by the United States 
Federal Government 
e. a military identification card issued 
f. a consulate identification card issued by a country 
other than the United States 
g. a passport issued by the United States or any other 
country. 

The identification card must be the original card 
and must be valid and not expired.  
An identification document that does not contain 
all of the following is not acceptable: a photo of the 
applicant, the applicant’s name, the applicant’s 
date of birth, and the applicant’s current address 
within Ventura Village with the following exception:  
For identification cards listed 3c, 3d, 3e, 3f, and 
3g, the card need not list the current address. 
However, in this case, in addition to the card, the 
applicant must present a current original utility bill 
that lists the applicant's name and address within 
Ventura Village. The name on the utility bill must 
match the name on the identification card.  

For real property owners who do not live in 
Ventura Village:  Please call for more specific 
requirements for applying for membership.  

VENTURA VILLAGE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING NOTICE
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“I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the starless midnight of racism and war that the bright daybreak of 
peace and brotherhood can never become a reality ... 

358 issues of The Alley Newspaper from 1976 through 2007 are in 13 bound hardcopy volumes set at Franklin Library and Downtown - Central Library and digitally at 
http://bit.ly/2DSGL3W courtesy of Hennepin County Library. 2008 through current issues are in process.
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... Unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word.”
Martin Luther King, Jr.

358 issues of The Alley Newspaper from 1976 through 2007 are in 13 bound hardcopy volumes set at Franklin Library and Downtown - Central Library and digitally at 
http://bit.ly/2DSGL3W courtesy of Hennepin County Library. 2008 through current issues are in process.
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BY HARVEY WINJE
The Mpls. City Council’s recent 

denial of any use of the Roof Depot 
site by East Phillips Neighborhood 
Institute is a continuation of the 
institutionalized environmental rac-
ism that has plagued local residents 
for decades.  The continuing prejudi-
cial treatment ensures that the same 
devastation to the neighborhood will 
keep happening in years ahead.

In 1939, an incinerator was built 
adjacent to Pioneer and Soldiers 
Memorial Cemetery in spite of broad 
disagreement and protest by the 
South Minneapolis Association (a 
large coalition of many sub-groups), 

the area’s City Council Alderman, 
and the Mayor. Organizing meet-
ings at the old South High School 
(current site of Little Earth of 
United Tribes) had 3,000 people 
attending and 300 people protesting 
at a city council meeting.

At the time of the building of 
this incinerator in the 20th cen-
tury, large tracts of land east of 
the Cemetery were occupied by 
railroad yards and large industries. 
Also nearby, at the intersection of 
28th St. and Hiawatha, there was a 
large Sears Roebucks Warehouse, 
an oil and fuel distributor, an arse-
nic distribution center (arsenic was 
used as pesticide to wipe out the 
grasshopper infestation), and other 
businesses.

There were three dozen houses 
in the immediate area and many 
more between there and Cedar Ave.  

BY CAROL PASS, EPIC BOARD PRESIDENT
Neighborhood residents con-

tinue to oppose the city’s plans 
to expand its public works facil-
ity into the Roof Depot/Sears site 
in Phillips neighborhood (1860 E. 
28th St.) that would further increase 
pollution and illness in the area. 

Instead, they support a plan fash-
ioned by local residents themselves 
that bring jobs, affordable housing, 
an indoor aquaponics urban farm, 
solar energy, and a bike repair shop 
to the location along the Midtown 
Greenway.

Under pressure, probably from 
Public Works staff, to make some-
thing happen, the city scheduled 
meetings with the Ways & Means 
Committee, Transportation & 
Public Works Committee (T&PW), 
the Committee of the Whole, and 
the Full City Council and then 
rescheduled some, making notifica-
tion of Urban Farm supporters dif-
ficult at best. 

Nevertheless, Urban Farm sup-
porters filled the council cham-
bers and overflowed in the hall 
at the T&PW Committee meeting 
on Tuesday, Dec. 4, as a Native 
American Drum group performed a 
prayer and a request for understand-
ing in the pre-meeting chamber. 
Citizens were not allowed to speak 
but carried signs to express their 
support of the Urban Farm concept.

Chair Abdi Warsame (Ward 6) 
passed a motion that would provide 
no space for the Urban Farm and 
permit demolition of the incredible 
Sears warehouse through T&PW 
without recommendation to the full 
council, with the stated hope that it 

could be modified to meet the needs 
of public works and the community. 

On Friday, Dec. 7, 2018, the full 
council passed the bill, modified by 
Ward 9 Council Member Alondra 
Cano, which requires the formation 
of another committee, this time 

called HAC, which will provide 
“feedback” on what will be allowed 
in the Roof Depot site such as Voter 
Services, but apparently not be the 
Urban Farm. 

Cano did include a statement 
prohibiting the demolition of the 

building without “input” from 
HAC. 

The bill also provides an extra 
$950,000 for RSP, the public works 
architect, for “additional architec-
tural and engineering design ser-
vices” bringing their total fees to 

$2,700,000 to date. The Urban Farm 
architect was not granted extra fees. 

The HAC will take us back a 
year and a half to the beginning of 
the GAC. 

BY CAMLLE GAGE AND MARGARET KING, 
COURTESY OF METROPOLITAN URBAN 
INDIAN DIRECTORS

If you’ve been follow-
ing the situation at the Franklin 
Hiawatha homeless encampment, 
you’ve probably heard of the new 
“Navigation Center” being created 
by the city of Minneapolis and a 
variety of government and other 
partners. 

After months of waiting, infor-
mation about the center is now 
available to share. Here is a list of 
frequently asked questions about 
the center, which will provide safe 
and secure shelter for the homeless 
residents of the Franklin Hiawatha 
encampment. 

Thanks to Margaret King, the 
city of Minneapolis Navigation 
Center project coordinator, for 
helping to compile these answers.

What is the Navigation Center 
and when will it open?

The center is a low barrier 24/7 
access shelter designed for people 
living in the Franklin Hiawatha 

encampment. It will provide a calm, 
clean, safe environment with access 
to intensive support services. The 
center is scheduled to open in mid-
December.

Who came up with the idea?
The Navigation Center concept 

is being used in a variety of cities 
across the country who are experi-

encing large numbers of homeless 
residents. It is often considered an 
emergency or transitional solution 
- to house people as they wait for 
more traditional shelter, GRH or 
Section 8 housing, or other afford-
able housing options.

Navigation Center built

Racism Continued on page 8

Franklin/Hiawatha Encampment respite ready

Protest  Continued on page 8

Residents storm city hall to protest 
Phillips community not given a voice at meetings on public works expansion

Environmental   
racism, degradation 
not new to Phillips 
Residents disregarded 
by city for decades 
and, perhaps, more 
is yet to come

BRAD PASS

As part of a protest by Phillips residents who have been ignored by city staff and council members, a Native American Drum group performed a 
prayer and request for understanding prior to the Transportation and Public Works Committee meeting on Dec. 4, 2018. Throughout this process, 
the city has ignored its own principals and civic engagement, and sought to railroad its own plans for the neighborhood.

Center  Continued on page 10

TESHA M. CHRISTENEN

Workers put the finishing touches on the Navigation Center in mid 
December 2018 so that those experiencing homelessness will have safe 
and secure, low-barrier housing at 2109 S. Cedar Ave.
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Ethical Imperative: 
The Roof Depot site has become the focal point of a struggle in East Phillips 

over the community’s self-determination and its right to protect its children from 

harm. 

This is not some abstract “feel-good” concept as some have suggested. 

It is based on the belief that residents should have the right to protect their 

children and themselves from the very serious health-challenging and life-

destroying effects of asthma, ADHD and cancer, caused by hazardous air pollution 

from the heavily polluting industries already in the Roof Depot area. 

The many additional huge diesel trucks coming with the proposed City Water 

Yard project along with hundreds of employee vehicles will add to the cumulative 

pollution already emanating from adjacent asphalt plant, foundry and roadways.  

These major industries are only a fence or an alleyway’s distance from family 

housing and apartments with many small children and their playground as well 

as a major daycare center, and it is less than a block from the largest urban Native 

American population in the United States, Little Earth of United Tribes’ with their 

large population of children and many vulnerable adults. 

That parents and friends of the neighborhood should fight against this pol-

lution and try to mitigate it as well as the dangerous traffic congestion should 

surprise no one. Frankly, it is a duty incumbent on all of us, especially city leaders, 

to try to mitigate negative impacts on low-income families and children with few 

resources. 

The objections of the neighborhood should be responded to by the city with 

generosity and a clear effort to assist those who are trying to better a situation 

that has pulled down the lives of the people of East Phillips for generations. 

The community is saying, “Enough is enough.” 

The neighborhood families have hosted this life-damaging situation long 

enough. They wonder why city leaders will not listen, understand and respond.

In the early decades of Minneapolis, it 
was convenient for worker housing to 
be near the industry.  As the impact of 
industrial pollution became apparent, 
this closeness of industry and residential 
living became an obvious contradiction 
and harmful to thousands of people.

The pattern was set as government 
then proceeded to allow more facilities 
around that incinerator. With the inciner-
ator’s existence, it was more convenient 
and was the path of least resistance in 
an area where residents were perceived 
to not have the same clout as wealthier 
residents in other parts of the city.
More environmental degradations 
attempted in name of ‘Public Good’ 

The pollution increased but the 
houses remained for a time. Additional 
land was cleared nearby when the origi-
nal South High School was demolished 
to build housing (now Little Earth of 
United Tribes).  Then, three decades 
ago, 35 houses and 8 commercial were 
purchased and demolished to clear land 
for a large garbage transfer station by 
Hennepin County for 750 city garbage 
trucks to dump their loads each day.

Neighbors fought that intrusion for 
over a decade and finally succeeded in 
convincing county authorities that, in 
fact, this garbage transfer station wasn’t 
needed anywhere in the Minneapolis.  
The county had been using outdated 
garbage and recycling statistics to jus-
tify the need for this facility.  The city 
disagreed but lost the battle. There were 
other victories such as the defeat of 
the Midtown Eco-burner (Cogenerating 
Plant) proposal in 2007 and the cam-
paign to force Xcel Energy to bury high 
voltage power lines in 2009 along the 
Midtown Greenway in Phillips rather 
than having them overhead.
Further colonization and city

Today, the city is still after more 
land and the environmental degradations 
continue. The city again runs rampant 
against local opposition in their intent 
to demolish the Sears Warehouse (now 
called Roof Depot) to expand the city’s 
adjacent public works facility (including 
asphalt production).

At a recent meeting in the neighbor-
hood, a city official said, privately after 
the meeting, that testimony during the 
meeting declaring that other neighbor-
hoods didn’t want such a facility wasn’t 
true.  He said that there were other areas 
where it could be located successfully.  
He then added that no other site had the 
advantage of having a current facility 
such as Public Works like that between 
the Sears/Roof Depot site and 26th St.

This declaration was a forewarning in 
disguise that this whole area is doomed.  
With this mindset, the city will cross 
28th St., Longfellow Ave., and 26th St., 
demolish existing houses and buildings, 
and amass more city facilities and add to 
the environmental degradation to a part 
of the city they deem dispensable. The 
current 9-acre proposal will be increased 
to who knows how many acres. This, 
in turn, can add to broader community 
destabilization.

It is a “domino effect” – as one 
domino falls, it knocks down another.  
As one house is demolished,then anoth-
er will be demolished.  As one block is 
demolished, then another will be lost. 

The current city council and city 
staff are repeating and promoting the 
strategies employed through environ-
mental racism that began decades ago 
and has been repeated again and again. 

History and local solution: 
In 2014 East Phillips residents 

looked again at solving our serious 
air pollution problems. More sci-
entific evidence had become avail-
able relating the dire consequences 
of air pollution to our children. 
We were making a major effort to 
remove the two biggest sources of 
this pollution, the asphalt plant and 
the foundry, from the neighborhood 
when we heard that the owners of 
the Roof Depot indicated a desire 
to sell.  

East Phillips Improvement 
Coalition (EPIC), along with neigh-
bors and other organizations, sought 
to gain control of the 7 ½-acre site 
to prevent its sale to another pollut-
ing industry. 

Residents and local organiza-
tions had already been pursuing the 
goal of green jobs and an economic 
future for people here with limited 
education. We had been lobbying the 
state Department of Employment 
and Economic Development for 
months for funding to try to produce 
a “job creator” for our low-income 
residents. 

Suddenly all the things that we 
were most concerned about seemed 
to come together. 

The community saw that the 
Roof Depot site could provide a 
pollution-free source for jobs and 
we would also continue to work 
to remove the asphalt plant and 
foundry. 

Many community meetings were 
held as the residents and members 
of local organizations came togeth-
er, hired a professional consultant 
and developed a plan to re-use the 
building and the whole 7 ½-acres 
for a community-driven sustain-
able low-impact industry to pro-
vide an economic future for people 
in Phillips, something dramatically 
needed and never attempted before. 
2015 Community Plan: 

The plan that emerged from 
countless meetings through 2015 
and 16, the East Phillips Indoor 
Urban Farm project, gained traction 
with strong support from the Native 
American, Somali and Hispanic 
communities and other interested 
neighbors. 

The community sought and 
found investors, presented and 
received unanimous endorsement 
of the plan from the 150 residents 
at the 2015 East Phillips Annual 
Meeting. 

At this time, EPIC contacted and 

began negotiating with the owners 
of the Roof Depot site for purchase. 
Also, during this time, we learned of 
the city’s interest in this property… 
and we also learned that this interest 
and their plans went back over a 
decade without ever informing and 
including us. 

In 2016, our years of lobbying 
with the state began to pay off. With 
the help of legislation sponsored 
by Rep. Karen Clark and sena-
tors Jeff Hayden and Patricia Torres 
Ray, EPIC received a Minnesota 
Department of Employment and 
Economic Development (DEED) 
grant to plan and help develop the 
East Phillips Neighborhood Indoor 
Urban Farm project. 

As indicated in the grant, EPIC 
and others helped form an inclu-
sive non-profit corporation with the 
name East Phillips Neighborhood 
Institute Inc. (EPNI) to be respon-
sible for the creation of the indoor 
Urban Farm. The plan initially 
involved repurposing and reusing 
the entire building, adding at least 
28 units of affordable family hous-
ing and creating the largest solar 
array in the state to power it. 
City’s response - Collision 
Course: 

In 2015, the city threatened the 
use of eminent domain and the Roof 
Depot owners quit talking to us. 

The City Council voted 9-4 to 
allow public works to purchase 
the building, which they did, and 
to convert the site to more indus-
try – the City Water and Sewer 
Maintenance facility. 

Council members Cam Gordon, 
Jacob Frey and Andrew Johnson 
joined Council Member Alondra 
Cano in opposition. 

As a condition of the council 
vote, Public Works appointed the 
GAC committee to determine com-
munity use should there be any un-
needed space at the site. 

As the meetings proceeded, 
we struggled to get the commu-
nity voice heard while the city’s 
space needs at the site ballooned 
well beyond water yard needs, even 
including early voting space, guar-
anteeing that there would be no 

excess space for the community. 
In mid-2017, at the 4th GAC 

meeting, Staff Chair Friddle erupted 
angrily and threateningly to prohib-
ited State Rep. Karen Clark from 
explaining how the Cumulative 
Pollution Legislation she wrote 
would affect this project. His angry 
fist-waving-rush across the room 
shocked us all. 

Rep. Clark, saying she would 
not tolerate such disrespect, left the 
building. The Native Americans, 
also claiming disrespect, left fol-
lowed by most of the remaining 
GAC members, thus terminating the 
GAC charade. 

Since then, the community has 
been trying with no success to have 
meaningful negotiations with the 
city staff decision makers to save 
a 3-acre parcel with a necessary 
portion of the building. The com-
munity recently, to facilitate the 
possibility of negotiation and to 
meet the needs of the city and the 
community, reduced this to as little 
as 2 acres of the site - 12% of their 
16+ acres. Still no response from 
the decision makers. 

Negotiation requires a two-sided 
relationship. Where is the city?

EPIC hosted two huge commu-
nity meetings at East Phillips Park 
in November 2017 and September 
2018 with approximately 250 com-
munity members at each. 

Votes were taken at both as to 
those favoring the city’s Water 
Works plan or the community’s 
Indoor Urban Farm Project. 

No one at either meeting voted in 
favor of any of the city plans. 

They nearly unanimously 
favored the 3-acre community plan 
(two votes at the 2017 meeting went 
for increasing the size of the com-
munity plan to include the entire 7 
½ acres). 

It must be noted that a presenta-
tion of the community plan was not 
included on the city’s agenda or per-
mitted at the 2018 meeting nor was 
it permitted at the subsequent city 
council meetings listed below. So 
much for community engagement!

Lake Street and 10th Ave S | Minneapolis

Experience a world tour of tastes, arts  
and crafts at our public market.

MIDTownglobalmarket.org

Residents storm city hall to protest  From page 1

Environmental 
racism by city

 

Protest  Continued on page 9

From page 1
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“Now all of the issues of environmental racism and environmental justice don’t just deal with people of color. 
We are just as much concerned with inequities in Appalachia, for example...



EEvverer yy onon ee   ii ss   ww ee ll cc omom ee !!
Inspirational Gospel services!

Families with children - *2:00pm-3:00pm 
Adults without children - *4:00pm-5:00pm

(*Doors open 1/2 hour before each service)

“a Savior has been born”
CC hh rr ii ss tt mm aa ss   EEvv ee

at Marie Sandvik Center
Monday, December 24, 2017

Each person who attends will hear the Gospel story, and
receive cookies, coffee or

cocoa, a shoebox filled
with gifts, and a quilt

(while supplies last).

Marie  Sandvik Center, 1112 East  Franklin Ave.
MSC@USFAMILY.NET  612-870-9617

We’re closed on 
Decebmer 25

and January 1.

WELNA
HARDWARE

• KEYS MADE 
• LOCKS RE-KEYED
• 5 GALLON PAINT
• EXCELLENT PRICES 
• RUG DOCTOR RENTAL
•  TRAILERS FOR RENT– 

OPEN AND ONE ENCLOSED
•  EXPERT WINDOW/SCREEN REPAIR

2201 East Franklin 612-332-4393
2438 Bloomington 612-729-3526

Thank you

Years of 
advertising!
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Alfred Bangoura, currently of 
Charlotte, N.C. but formerly of 
Minneapolis, has been named as 
the new Minneapolis Parks and 
Recreation Superintendent.

He replaces interim 
Superintendent Mary Merrill.

Bangoura formerly served as the 
Director of Recreation Centers and 
Programs for the Minneapolis Park 
and Recreation Board. From 2001-
2015, Bangoura held a variety of 
progressive recreation leadership 
positions with the MPRB, which 
included supervision over East 
Phillips, Phillips, Stewart, Elliot 
and Peavy Recreation Centers.

Commissioners hope to have 
Bangoura aboard as soon as possible.

“We’re excited to welcome 
Mr. Bangoura back home to 
Minneapolis,” said Minneapolis 
Park and Recreation Board 
President Brad Bourn. “Al believes 
our parks are for everyone and he’s 

ready to advance this board’s man-
date of increasing our investment 
in youth and building an even bet-
ter park system for our guests and 
everyone who calls Minneapolis 
their home.”

Bourn added, “His knowledge 
of Minneapolis and our parks cou-
pled with his unique professional 
skills will provide cohesiveness and 
inspire collaboration.”

Bangoura is currently the 
Recreation Superintendent of 
Mecklenburg County Park and 
Recreation, which includes 
Charlotte, N.C. and serves over 
1.1 million people. Bangoura over-
sees community and recreation 
services for the county’s 17 recre-
ation facilities and three senior and 
active adult facilities. Bangoura is 
currently leading the construction 
and program development of the 
county’s first 100,000-square-foot 
recreation facility. 

He is a Certified Park and 
Recreational Professional (CPRP) 
and has a B.A. in Broadcast 
Journalism. 

President Bourn and other com-
missioners praised Superintendent 
Emeritus Mary Merrill for her ser-
vice and many accomplishments 
during this critical time of transi-
tion. Under Merrill’s leadership, 
a new community-led Juneteenth 
celebration was held, ordinances on 
spitting and lurking were repealed, 
agreements with Graco were settled, 
and her 2019 recommended budget 
was supported by the Mayor and 
the Board of Estimate and Taxation 
and included a down payment for 
investing in Minneapolis youth. 

Under her watch, several sig-
nificant projects were completed, 
including the Phillips Community 
Center, Wirth Trailhead, and 
improvements to Peavey Park and 
Central Gym. 

Bangoura returns as Minneapolis Parks Superintendent
As former team lead in Phillips, he knows area well

The Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board (MPRB) may aqui-
re the Cepro site along the Midtown 
Greenway to add a path from 10th 
Ave. S., a stage with seating and 
onsite utilities.

The site currently belongs to 
Hennepin County. 

The MPRB, Hennepin County 
and community members collaborat-
ed on a concept plan for the property 
in 2016-17.  

If the Cepro site is transferred to 
the MPRB, the site would become 
a neighborhood park and MPRB 
would assume responsibility for 
operations, maintenance and public 
safety. The park would also be eli-
gible for funding through the 20-Year 
Neighborhood Park Plan.
About the Cepro site

The Cepro site is a 1.65-acre green 
space along the Midtown Greenway 
between 10th and 11th Avenues S in 
the Midtown Phillips neighborhood. 

It contains bike and pedestrian 
paths that serve as a connector to the 
Midtown Exchange building, Abbott 
Northwestern Hospital, Anderson 
Schools, Powderhorn Park and the 
Midtown Phillips Community.

Hennepin County acquired the 
former grain elevator site in 2000 to 

support Midtown Greenway Phase 
2. The elevators were demolished in 
early 2004, greenway connections 
constructed in 2007 and a variety of 
placemaking and landscaping proj-
ects have been completed since 2011.

To learn more, visit www.min-
neapolisparks.org/planning.

Cepro site may become neighborhood park Karen Clark honored

The current situation:  
After the demise of GAC, 

in direct contradiction of their 
own principals of Community 
Engagement, the city has never 
allowed the community to present 
or speak at any of these meetings 
or decision-making sessions. The 
number one principal of community 
engagement states:

“Right to be involved – Public 
participation is based on the belief 
that those who are affected by a 
decision have a right to be involved 
in the decision-making process”. 
(Passed by Mpls. City Council in 
2007 – updated in 2014) 

There has been absolutely no 
effort by the city to understand, 
honor or even hear of the hard 
work of the community or abide by 
the principals of the Blueprint of 
Equitable Engagement endorsed by 
the city of Minneapolis.

The East Phillips Community 
has a reputation for not taking “NO” 
as an answer.

Protest  From page 1
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...where the whites are basically dumped on because of lack of economic and political clout and lack of having a voice to say ‘no’ 
and that’s environmental injustice.” Robert Bullard, Professor at Texas Southern University & Mickey Leland School Of Public Affairs 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE MINNEAPOLIS PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD

Alfred Bangoura was the Recreation Supervisor in charge during the 
construction phase and planning of East Phillips Recreation Centers, 
working out of Stewart Park.  In 2010, Bangourawas promoted to the 
position of Community Service Area Team Leader and had supervision 
over East Phillips, Phillips, Stewart, Elliot, and Peavy Recreation Centers.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE MINNEAPOLIS PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD

A public hearing is planned for Wednesday, Dec. 19, 6:30 p.m. at the 
MPRB Headquarters, 2117 W. River Road N. to discuss whether the 
Cepro site should become a neighborhood park.

TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN

As she retires after 38 years of service as the District 62A Representative, 
Karen Clark was honored by various community members, including 
Indigenous Peoples Task Force Executive Director Sharon Day (above) 
and several members of the Somali community (below) on Dec. 6, 2018. 
She was the first openly gay representative in America and worked on 
social justice issues. Clark quoted Dr. Dorothy Cotton, former Associate 
to MLK, Jr., “I’m here to tell you God gave my torch to me and I am still 
using it! I’ll be glad to light your torch so that together we may light the 
way and fight the fight!”  She added, “I’m not going away.”



What does ‘low barrier’ mean?
It means that many of the bar-

riers people face going to tradi-
tional shelters are eliminated or 
minimized. 

People can come with their pets, 
partners and (adult) family mem-
bers, and can opt to sleep near one 
another. There will be ample stor-
age for personal belongings. There 
will be a strong harm reduction 
orientation. 

The center will be open 24/7 and 
will not have a curfew. 

People do not have to be sober. 
People who use drugs or alcohol 
will be welcome and will have 
access to different kinds of practical 
supports designed to help them sta-
bilize and reduce the harms associ-
ated with substance use. Medication 
assisted treatment will be available 
on-site. 

Violence and highly disruptive 
behavior will not be tolerated, but 
other than that there are as few rules 
as possible. 

Families with minor children 
will not be housed at the Navigation 
Center, but other options are avail-
able for those with children.

What are the sleeping areas 
like?

The center will have three large 
heated tents that each have approxi-
mately 40 beds. Each bed will have 
a locking storage locker that fits 
underneath it. The tents will have a 
mixture of sleeping cots and gather-

ing spaces with tables and chairs. 
The guests staying in the center 

will have some freedom to design 
the placement of beds to create a 
livable and personalized space.

What services will be there?
The center will be open 24/7 and 

have spaces for gathering in large 
and small groups, meals, showers, 
and close access to services. Livio, a 
mobile health care services provid-
er, will be on-site providing health 
care. Native American Community 
Clinic will be on-site with a sub-
oxone clinic, Metropolitan Urban 
Indian Directors group and other 
agencies will have staff on-site on 
a regular basis and Native healing 
practitioners will be available. 

Various other housing and ser-
vice agencies will also be on-site 
regularly to serve the center’s 
guests. 

The intention is to provide inten-
sive support to people so they can 

stabilize, set self-determined goals 
for the future, and gain access to the  
warmkind of long term housing that 
best serves their needs.

What will happen to the cur-
rent encampment when the 
Navigation Center opens?

Out of concern for the well being 
of the residents of the encampment, 
city and state officials have allowed 
the current camp to remain in place 
and have provided various sup-
ports to minimize public health and 
safety risks while the Navigation 
Center is being built. 

However the intention to close 
the current encampment once the 
center opens has always been clear. 

How and when the closure will 
happen is still under consider-
ation, but at some point the current 
encampment will close.

How does a camp resident 
learn more about the Navigation 
Center and sign up for a bed 

there?
There will be an information 

table for the Navigation Center at 
the warming tent across Franklin 
Ave. from the encampment. The 
Navigation Center will be able to 
shelter 120 individuals and current 
camp residents are encouraged to 
visit the HSA tent and learn more.

The center is located on land 

temporarily provided for this 
purpose by the Red Lake Band 
of Chippewa on site that previ-
ously was Ambles Hardware and 
Machinery. It is across from Cedar 
Box Company and adjacent to the 
Franklin Light Rail Station and 
Takoda Institute – American Indian 
Opportunities Industrialization 
Center at 2109 Cedar Ave. S.

Movie Corner 
By HOWARD MCQUITTER II
oldschoolmovies.wordpress.com
howardmcquitter68@gmail.com

“THE PRIVATE WAR” -- The 
film is based on the 2012 article 
“Marie Colvin’s Private War” in 
Vanity Fair by Marie Brenner. 
All wars are ugly, often scripted, 
and always deadly (especially for 
civilians and war correspondents).

Marie Colvin (Rosamund Pike) 
is a celebrated war correspondent 
who went to the most dangerous 
places on Earth to tell the world 
the truth about real-life suffering 
in war-torn countries such as Sri 
Lanka, Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya 
where the world can see rub-

ble, dead bodies, wounded men, 
women and children, understaffed 
medical personnel. She wants 
people to see the indiscriminate 
horror bombs and bullets do to 
civilians – elderly, women and 
children. 

Colvin’s exterior is tough, but 
the running from blasts and bul-
lets, accompanied by soldiers and 
other news correspondents and 
the sights of dead children, wail-
ing women, armed police and 
brutal interrogations causes her 
nightmares. Paul Conroy (Jamie 
Dornan) is a photographer who 

is a good friend of Colvin is 
almost always in the shadow of 
Colvin. Her Sunday Times editor 
Sean Ryan (Tom Hollander) often 
argues with her telling her certain 
situations are just too dangerous 
to be there. 

Colvin wears a patch on her 
left eye after a shell blinds her in 
Sri Lanka. As one of her friends 
tells her when she refuses to stay 
out of danger she’s addicted to 
the cause. When she’s away from 
the bombs Colvin smokes heavy 
and sips far too much liquor to be 
settled in her profession.

Whatever shortcoming “A 
Private War” may have, I high-
ly recommend the film for the 
outstanding performance of 
Rosamund Pike. I am predicting 
she will land an Oscar nomination 
for Actress in a Leading Role. 
Believe me. She deserves one.

Cast: Rosamund Pike (Marie 
Colvin), Jamie Dorman (Paul 
Conroy), Tom Hollander (Sean 
Ryan), Stanley Tucci (Tony Shaw), 
Faye Marsay (Kate Richardson),, 
Nikki Amuka-Bird (Rita 
Williams), Corey Johnson (Norm 
Coburn), Alexandra Moen (Amy 

Bentham), Raad Rawi (Gaddafi), 
Hilton McRae (Adam Watkins), 
Jeremie  Laheurte (Remi Ochlik), 
Manoj Anand (Sri Lankan Hospital 
Patient), Michele Belgrand 
(Old Time Friend), Jesuthasan 
Anthonythasan(Tamilselvan), 
Natasha Jayetileke (Nurse). 

(R) Running time:109 minutes. 
Director: Matthew Heineman 
Written by Arash Amel
Cinematographer: Robert 

Richardson
Music by H. Scott Salinas

Douglas Rain, a Shakespeare actor, who did the voice of HAL 
9000 in “2001: A Space Odyssey”, has died at age 90.

Stan Lee (1922-2018), great American comic-book writer, editor, 
and publisher, also executive vice-president and publisher of Marvel 
Comics, has died at age 95. His popular comic books Spider-Man, the 
Hulk, Doctor Strange, the Fantastic Four, Iron Man, Black Panther, 
Thor, the X-Men, and many others have usually transferred well into 
big-time movies where millions of moviegoers, both in America and 
abroad, enjoy.

TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN

Information about the Navigation Center is available in the warming 
tent accross Franklin Ave. from the encampment.

Navigation Center built
From page 1
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“First they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out—because I was not a socialist.
Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out— because I was not a trade unionist. ...10



Raise Your Voice

Peace on 
Earth… 2040
By PETER MOLENAAR

Commendable activists from 
this community recently invested 
hours of engagement with our 
city’s planning process. The 
“2040 Plan” attempts to envision 
beyond the immediate future, 
and certainly reflects more than 
just the question of neighborhood 
housing density. Importantly, as 
well, 2040 intends to ameliorate 
climate change with infrastruc-
ture adjustments. Frankly, in this 
endeavor, “we the people” of 
Minneapolis are light-years ahead 
of our nation’s ruling party.

Case in point, Star Tribune, 
Nov. 15:

“The United States has lost 
its military edge to a dangerous 
degree and could potentially lose a 
war against China or Russia [!!!]… 
The panel argued that despite a 
$716 billion defense budget this 
year, which is four times that of 
China and more than 10 times that 
of Russia… it is recommended 
that Congress lift budget caps on 
defense spending [!!!].”

Feel free to draw your own 
conclusions. To which I will add: 
Even as this mind-numbing pro-
paganda renders true democracy 
impossible, and even as rising 
oceans will soon enough inundate 
our coastal cities, and even as the 
Republican Party’s trillion dollar 
tax scam giveaway to the bil-
lionaire class will ultimately trash 
our Social Security, and even as 
Trump’s energy department defers 
to the vacillations of private capi-
tal in opposition to a program of 
federal investments which might 
actually extend our existence 
into the post fossil fuel world to 
come… we should do what???

Some yet wave a glimmering 
light…

The blue wave, no not perfect 
in every facet of its being, but no, 
not the little-boy men who smoth-
er you while groping, and no, not 
the humorists casting smiles about 
front row seats at lynchings, but 
yes, the anti-fascist blue wave has 
begun to swell and gain momen-
tum. These are the decent folk, 
who in the event of capitalism’s 
collapse will either 1.) sit it out, 
or 2.) actually participate on our 
side, or 3.) assist in the construc-
tion of socialism after the dust has 
settled. Such is the nature of the 
Popular Front.

(Note to the peace movement: 
Congresswoman Betty McCollum 
now has oversight of military 
appropriations… request an item-
ization of expenditures for each 
of the 800-plus overseas military 
bases.)

Peace and goodwill by 2040, 
please.

The Alley lands 
on its feet

Meet 
Tesha M. 
Christensen

Scanned with CamScanner

THE ALLEY
is looking for
a volunteer

restaurant reviewer.
Email sample of writing:
copydesk@alleynews.org

By HOWARD MCQUITTER II
Recently, the New York Times 

in its Sunday Review section 
reported the Saudi war in Yemen 
in the last three years has caused 
85,000 children to die from the 
bombardment or from starvation. 

What’s more, the article goes 
further by saying Americans’ 
tax dollars are helping not only 
to fund the war, but is helping 
to starve tens of thousands of 
men, women and children and 
displaced thousands of  others. 
The United Nations is saying the 
famine in Yemen is likely to be the 
worst famine in a generation.

There is plenty of blood on the 
hands of the United States which 
both the Obama and Trump admin-
istrations support the Saudis’ war 

in Yemen. One wouldn’t know 
how severe the famine is if the 
white Fourth Estate, social media, 
ignores most of the coverage in 
Yemen. One has to rely on Amy 
Goodman’s  Democracy Now” or 
Ron Edward’s “Black Focus,” or 
the likes of independent news out-
lets to get much more honest news 
not only abroad but local and 
national news. It is shameful how 
America  continues involve itself 
in someone else’s business leav-
ing count- less casualties. Make 
no mistake about it: all of this will 
backfire.

I believe in life, from womb to 
tomb; One of the seven things Our 
Lord hates is “shedding innocent 
blood” (Proverbs 6:16-19) and 
that includes abortion.

News in Yemen vastly 
underreported

Alley Communications deserves your financial support 
now more than ever! Make a donation of $5 or more to: 
Alley Communications, PO Box 7006, Mpls. MN 55407. 

Tesha M. Christensen has been contracted for 
the next 6 months to be The Alley Newspaper 

Coordinator. She will collect the stories from the regular Alley 
contributors, solicit articles from community members, and 
get the paper laid out each month and off to the printer. She 
will also work closely with the Editorial Leadership Committee 
(under development). To get in touch with Tesha, please email 
coypdesk@alleynews.org  

Decisions such as how to move forward with getting 
the paper out each month were made by a 6-month 

Interim Board whose primary jobs are: (1) install a
permanent board and (2) review/revise the operations 
of the organization which includes establishing an 
Editorial Leadership Committee. Members of this 
vital Interim Board Members include: Thorbjorn 
Adam, Lindsey Fenner, Lee Leichentritt, Frances 
Mendenhall, Gabriel Pass, Steve Sandberg, 
Sunny Sevigny Cathy Strobel-Ayres, and Harvey 
Winje. Six of the nine Interim Board members 
reside in the Phillips Community. 

The vision or the “soul” of the newspaper will 
be held by an Editorial Leadership Committee. 

One person cannot convene the many voices 
and cultural ways of knowing. This responsibility 
requires investment into a group of people. If 
you are interested in learning more about or 
joining the Editorial Leadership Committee, call 
Harvey Winje at 612-990-4022. 

After almost a year of conversations 
with readers, representatives of 
community organizations, internal 
debates, exploration of options with 
key stakeholders, here are highlights 
of the 6-month plan: 

*A BIG Thank YOU to all of our readers for encouraging us to keep going!*

I am a freelance writer 
and photographer 
with nearly 20 years 
experience in the 
journalism industry 
-- more if you count 
the little newspapers 
I wrote, designed and 
published on our first 
Macintosh computer 
when I was a kid. In 
college, I worked for 
the Bethel College 
Clarion, and had my 
first byline printed in 
The Alley in 1997.

I got my first real 
full-time job with my 
hometown newspa-
per, the Cambridge 
Star, and worked 
there for 10 years. 

Since then, i have 
taught journalism 
classes at Anoka-
Ramsey Community 
College, and worked 
as a stringer for the 
St. Paul Monitor, 
Longfellow/Nokomis 
Messenger and Twin 
Cities Daily Planet.

I am a journal-
ist because I love 
journalism, and 
believe it is essential 
to a free society.  I 
look forward to 
hearing your voices 
here in Phillips.

Got other ideas and want to begin contributing 
to The Alley? We want to hear from you, too!
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OPINION & COMMENTARY

 ... Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—because I was not a Jew. Then they came for me—
and there was no one left to speak for me.”  -Reinhold Niebuhr, theologian and pastor 11
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“Judging others makes us blind, whereas love is illuminating. By judging others we blind ourselves to our own evil 
and to the grace which others are just as entitled to as we are.” - Dietrich Bonhoeffer 12

Join us for the exciting festivities for the launch of the Backyard Community Health Hub 
on Saturday, January 26! (see below for details) 

In gratitude, 

Elder Atum Azzahir, Cultural Wellness Center

A Note of Gratitude
A heartfelt thanks to the 
42,000 residents of Ventura 
Village, Midtown Phillips, 
Phillips West, East Phillips, 

Central, Powderhorn Park, and 
Corcoran Neighborhoods for 
the energy, commitment, en-

gagement, innovation, wisdom, 
knowledge, and health-focused 
investment within the Backyard 
Initiative – essential to achieve 
the health outcomes and build 

the Backyard community. 

A heartfelt thanks to the 
Community Health Action 
Teams Leaders and count-
less Members, who are also 

residents of the Backyard area 
– who organized and led the 
many activities that engaged 
residents and participants in 
the effort to improve their 

own health. 

A heartfelt thanks to each 
and every one of you for being 
an integral part of such a pow-
erful partnership between you, 
the residents, of South Min-

neapolis, the Cultural Wellness 
Center, and Allina Health to 
support the community’s ca-
pacity to take care of its own 

health.  Working together, for 
the good of the residents the 
Backyard Initiative improved 
social support, social connect-
edness, health education, and 

health empowerment.  

Our work together is continu-
ing – building upon the success-
ful activities and the learning of 
the last 10 years. Come and be a 

part of this endeavor! 
The Backyard Community 

Health Hub aims to leverage 
connectedness and cultural 

practices to ultimately better 
serve communities, build local 

capacity, and reflect community 
culture and values in the pursuit 

of wellness.  

          
          

          

                    
                      

    
    

    
    

    
                          

   
   

   
   

   
 

          
          

          

                    
                      

    
    

    
    

    
                          

   
   

   
   

   
 


