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The pandemic has brought 
into sharp focus all of the 
inadequacies and inequities of 
American society. And yet, so 
many are zoomed in on per-
sonal actions and individual 
rights, based on some blurry 
idea of “freedom.” While there 
is much we can each do as 
individuals to limit risk and 
exposure to COVID-19, after 
every single phone call I have 
with someone who has tested 
positive, I am struck by the 
enormous structural failures 

everyone I talk to has encoun-
tered. From testing difficul-
ties, loss of income, confusing 
communication, mistrust of 
government, lack of ability 
to isolate, workplace safety 
concerns, and on and on, it 
is clear to me that there is no 
singular or simple solution to 
this pandemic. But this doesn’t 
mean that there is nothing to 
be done. 

This is where all of you 
come in. Vote like your life 

Unsheltered Native 
People Return to Wall of 
Forgotten Natives
By Metropolitan Urban Indian Directors

On Wednesday, September 
2, 2020  there was yet another 
forced eviction of our home-
less relatives, mostly Native 
American, from publicly 
owned property within the 
City of Minneapolis. Unfortu-
nately, there was no solution or 
direction offered to our home-
less relatives as to where to go, 
and so they were left to fend 
for themselves. Disbanding 
an encampment without any 
viable, safe alternatives for 
these human beings is wholly 
unacceptable and in reality, 
disgusting in its disregard for 
human life. 

With nowhere to go, and 
acting out of pure desperation, 
our relatives have once again 
returned to the former loca-
tion of the 2018 mass home-
less encampment on MnDOT 
property at the intersection of 
Hiawatha and Franklin Avenue 

- known as the “Wall of Forgot-
ten Natives.”

Due to the inaction and lack 
of accountability from all lev-
els of government it is shame-
ful that we find ourselves in 
the very same position as we 
were in two years ago. This 
is unacceptable. We demand 
that our elected officials at the 
city, county, and state levels 
respond immediately with a 
coordinated and adequately 
funded response to best sup-
port our relatives living at 
The Wall, and all unsheltered 

people in our city and state. 
In a letter sent on behalf 

of our community from the 
leadership of the Metropoli-
tan Urban Indian Directors 
(MUID) to our City of Min-
neapolis elected officials on 
August 27, 2020 we demanded 
that “...the City must relocate 
the residents to a location 
where appropriate security, 
hygiene facilities and social 
services can be offered...the 
City cannot simply clear the 
encampment only to have it 
reappear on another property. 
Rather, the City must take the 
lead in coordinating public 
and private sector agencies in 
providing housing, shelter and 
supportive services to our rela-
tives.” This has not happened. 

Instead, we see the con-
tinued lack of leadership 
being exhibited by the Min-
neapolis City Council, Hen-
nepin County, and the state 
of Minnesota to address the 
most basic needs of their 
most vulnerable constituents. 
Our homeless relatives still 
find themselves purposefully 
isolated within the margins of 
government services, as each 
government entity works hard 
to shift the responsibility of 

this crisis away from them-
selves, treating our people like 
an unwanted political “hot 
potato”. The end result is that 
MUID promotes the well-be-
ing, growth and mutual inter-
ests of metropolitan American 
Indian organizations. (https://
muidgroup.wixsite.com/muid) 
Unsheltered relatives are 
being treated as an unwanted 
problem not worthy of our 
elected governments’ time or 
resources. 

Due to the ongoing lack of 
leadership, it is falling once 
again to the community-based 
organizations of MUID, those 
organizations allied with 
MUID, and our community to 
step into this void and help the 
Native and non-native people 
at The Wall by providing im-
mediate assistance, just like in 
the summer of 2018. Though 

we stand ready to be a partner 
in this work, we cannot do this 
on our own. We need the help 
and resources of all levels of 
government and the private 
sector. 

As our community reminds 
our public sector representa-
tives for every year, winter 
will soon be here. We need a 
plan. We need our elected and 
appointed officials to do their 
jobs by leading a coordinated 
effort between all government 
agencies from every level to 
effectively remedy this situa-
tion. Empty rhetoric and popu-
lar buzzwords of “the woke” 
is insufficient and an affront 
to the basic humanity of our 
people. We are not interested 
in speeches. We no longer will 
tolerate “tough talk” with no 
effort. We need you to be will-
ing to do the work in order to 
save lives.

 Sadly, the fact remains that 
the homelessness crisis has not 
dissipated in any way since 
the first “Wall of Forgotten 
Natives” in 2018. In fact, it 
has become worse because 
of the economic crisis related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and civil unrest following 
the murder of George Floyd. 
Sweeping people from camps 
like sweeping refuse under the 
rug is not an answer; it is not 
even humane.

Tips from 
a COVID-
19 Case 
Investigator
By LINDSEY FENNER

depends on it, because it does. 
Vote for Federal leadership 

on masking, PPE production, 
testing, treatment, and vac-
cines so that we have all of the 
tools that we need;

Vote for getting politics 
out of public health, so that 
experts at the CDC and other 
public health agencies can do 
their jobs without political 
meddling;

Vote for an Occupational 
Safety and Health Administra-
tion that will enact and enforce 
coronavirus workplace safety 
standards;

Vote for meaningful eco-
nomic support for workers and 
families who are impacted by 
the pandemic;

Vote for an increased mini-
mum wage so that our lowest 
paid workers on the frontline 
of this pandemic can have eco-
nomic security;

Vote for unions because we 

know that unionized work-
places are safer;

Vote for reducing the pol-
lution that leads to higher 
COVID-19 death rates and 
more severe illness in people 
who live or grow up in areas 
overburdened with pollution 
(like East Phillips);

Vote for a Green New Deal 
that will slow down climate 
change and the habitat loss 
that would be certain to lead to 
more new viruses and future 

pandemics;
Vote to support small local 

businesses, so they are still 
standing when the pandemic 
is over;

Vote for Universal Health-
care so that people can afford 
lifesaving medical care;

Vote for housing, because 
you can’t stay at home when 
you don’t have a home;

Vote for more and better 
affordable housing so that 
people can isolate and quar-
antine in less crowded condi-
tions, and lower the risk of the 
spreading the virus to house-
hold members;

Vote for immigration re-
form, so that undocumented 
neighborswon’t fear that they 
will be deported if they test 
positive for coronavirus;

Vote for criminal justice re-
form that would reduce prison 
populations, because the larg-
est coronavirus outbreaks have 
been in prisons;

Vote for dismantling system-
ic white supremacy, because 
structural racism is an under-
lying health condition that 
is killing Black, Brown, and 
Indigenous neighbors in this 
pandemic and every day.

And after you vote, no 
matter what happens, keep 
fighting. This pandemic won’t 
go away overnight, and nei-
ther will the issues that have 
made it worse. As I write this, 
194,000 Americans have died 
from COVID-19. By the time 
this is published, that number 
will be well over 200,000. We 
need to take the time to mourn, 
and then, we need to organize.

Lindsey is an East Phil-
lips resident, and is currently 
working a reassignment doing 
COVID-19 Case Investigator 
for local public health. Her 
opinions are her own.
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New Hours 
for Using 
Computers
By CARZ NELSON

For updated information on 
Hennepin County Library ser-
vices during the Coronavirus 
Pandemic, visit www.hclib.
org. All information is accu-
rate as of September 15, 2020
Franklin Library at 1413 E 
Franklin Avenue is open for 
computer use. Call (612) 543-
6925 to make an appointment. 
The building will remain 
locked, but staff will let you 
in at your appointment time. 
Masks are required and will be 
provided if you do not bring 
one. Because of social dis-
tancing, staff will be unable to 
offer computer assistance. You 
will have access to a desktop 
computer, Internet, and print-
ing. You will need to bring 
your own headphones. At this 
time, Franklin Library is open 
for computer use ONLY. Other 
areas and services, including 

Submissions due 
the 15th day of the 

previous month.

email: copydesk@alleynews.org

Do you read 
“the alley”?  

Want it to continue, grow, 
improve, and land at your  

doorstep or on a newsstand  
as a “free newspaper”  

each month? 

Contribute!  
Go to Alley Communications on 
GiveMN, or send a check to P.O. 

Box 7006, Mpls., MN 55407

METRO TRANSIT

The People 
Are Coming 
Back

By JOHN CHARLES WILSON

Yesterday (14 September), 
I went for a bus ride to West 
Saint Paul to take a friend out 
to lunch for his birthday. It 
was one of probably less than 
a half dozen bus trips I’ve tak-
en since COVID-19 became 
an issue. Partly this is because 
of COVID and partly because 
of debilitating back pain 
which keeps me from standing 
or walking very much. Any-
way, one thing I noticed on 
this trip is that transit ridership 
has really sprung back to life. 
This is a good sign.

On 12 September 2020, new 
transit schedules went into 
effect. Many routes are now 
back to normal, and others 
have seen significant improve-

ments. As far as routes in the 
Phillips neighbourhood go, 
here’s the scoop:

• Routes 2, 5, 11, 14, 21, 22, 
27, and the C Line are back 
to normal weekday sched-
ules.

• Route 9 has seen improve-
ments but is still not fully 
back to normal.

• Light Rail is back to run-
ning every 10 minutes, but 
does not run 11 PM to 5 
AM.

• Other bus routes in Phillips 
are still suspended (these 
are mostly rush-hour-only 
routes like the 39 and 53).

Unfortunately, or fortunately 
as your perception may be, 
paper schedules are still not 
being given out on the buses. 
Presumably this is for “sani-
tary” reasons.

Well, anyway, we should 
keep supporting Metro Tran-
sit by riding buses and trains 
safely” (wear masks, keep so-
cial distancing, and don’t give 
the drivers a hard time about 
the rules), so that this night-
mare ends as soon as possible. 
Vladimir Putin already has 
a vaccine, and we will soon 

have one too.
So much has to be restarted 

in our society once the virus is 
under control. Functional tran-
sit is one piece of the puzzle.

The Alley Newspaper 
is a member of

Give. And light a fire 
under inequality.

www.changeisbetter.com

61-647-0440

book/DVD checkout, are not 
available. They will be accept-
ing returns during staffed ser-
vice hours.

Franklin Library Computer 
Hours  

Tuesday & Wednesday 9 
a.m.- 5 p.m. 

Thursday 12-8 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 9 a.m.- 5 

p.m.
Sunday & Monday – closed 
Franklin Library meal 

pick-up for youth, Thurs-
days, Noon-2 p.m. For ages 
18 and under. Pick up a week 
worth of free meals. Caregiv-
ers can pick up meals for youth 
who are not present. Meals 
include: sandwiches, milk, 
fruit, vegetable, and snack.

Connect with the library 
social worker outside Frank-
lin Library, Wednesdays 
9am- 5pm:

• Basic needs (clothing, food, 
meals, shelter)

• Chemical Health
• Disability Services
• Education & Employment
• Hennepin County Benefits
• Housing
• A listening ear
• Mental Health Resources
• Transportation
LIBRARY UPDATES: 
Grab and Go Library 

Service at Hosmer Library: 
Hosmer Library, 347 E 36th 
St., is open for retrieving holds, 
limited browsing of materials, 

checking out items, return-
ing library materials, quick 
reference support, computer 
appointments and printing. 
Meeting rooms, study rooms, 
children’s play areas, and 
lounges will not be available 
for use at this time. Masks are 
required and will be provided 
if you don’t bring one. Check 
the library website for up-to-
date service information and 
hours.

Homework Help
Live, virtual tutors are 

available through Help Now 
(https://www.hclib.org/
programs/homework-help).

Physical Materials
Due dates for physical mate-

rials continue to be automati-
cally extended. You are not 
required to return materials at 
this time. Libraries are accept-
ing returns during staffed 
service hours only. Items will 
be removed from your account 
after a three-day quarantine.

Online Library Events: 
The Virtual Cooking Program 
is coming soon. This program 
will feature videos from local 
kitchens such as Sioux Chef 
and Green Garden Bakery. 
Check the library website for 
dates and times.

There are a growing number 
of online library events! Check 
out the schedule by going 
online to www.hclib.org and 
click on “Events”.

E-BOOKS AND AUDIOBOOKS:

LIBBY: The Libby app is avail-
able for iOS and Android 
devices and is a streamlined 
way to access downloadable 
ebooks and audiobooks from 
OverDrive. You can check out 
audiobooks right in the app. 
You can also read eBooks in 
the app or send them to your 
Kindle.

CLOUD LIBRARY: Find down-
loadable eBooks for readers of 
all ages. A reader app is also 
available for Apple, Android 
and other devices.

Ask Us: Have a reference 
or library account question? 
Call, text, chat with, or email a 
library worker. 

https://www.hclib.org/
contact

Call 612-543-KNOW (5669) 
to reach library staff by phone.

MONDAY-THURSDAY 9 a.m. – 9 
p.m.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY 9 a.m. – 5 
p.m.

SUNDAY NOON – 5 p.m.
ESPAÑOL/SPANISH: Llame o 

envíe un texto al 651-503-8013 
para recibir ayuda en español.

HMOOB/HMONG: Hu losis text 
rau lub tsev nyeem ntawv 
ntawm 612-385-0886 txais kev 
pab hais lus Hmoob.

SOOMAALI/SOMALI: Caawimaad 
Soomaali ah, soo wac ama 
qoraal (text) usoo dir makta-
bada 612-235-1339.

Carz is a Phillips resident 
and an enthusiastic patron of 
Hennepin County Library.

Alley Communications IS 
connecting neighbors, promoting art and 

culture, advocating for issues, building 
health community, facilitating delibera-

tion, lifting every voice, documenting his-
tory, agitating for change, giving truth and 

democracy a jog forward. 
Guided and Informed by: Phillips residents

Governed by Directors: Cathy Strobel-Ayres, 
Pres.; Thorbjorn Adam, Steve Dreyer, Lee 
Leichentritt, Frances Mendenhall, Steve 

Sandberg.

Operated by Editorial Leadership Team: 
Lindsey Fenner, Mary Ellen Kaluza, Carz Nelson, 

Minkara Tezet, Harvey Winje, and Meena 
Mangalvedhekar;

Facilitated by Coordinators: Program 
and Engagement Coordinator, 
MeenaMangalvedhekar, et al.

Page Coordinators: Steve Dreyer and Julia 
Robinson-Frantsvog, VV News; Brad Pass, EPIC 
News; Sunny Sevigny, MPNIA News; Roberta 

Barnes and Susan Ann Gust, BackPage.

Hard Copy Graphic Design and Social Media: 
Meena Mangalvedhekar.

September journalists to the alley :

Roberta Barnes, Cultural Wellness Center’s 
Backyard Health Hub, Steve Dreyer, East 
Phillips Neighborhood Coalition, Lindsey 

Fenner, J. Marie Fieger, Susan Gust, 
Linnea Hadaway, Hinckley Fire Museum, 

Sue Hunter Weir, Lu Jacobson, Marti 
Maltby, Tim McCall, Howard McQuitter, 

Metropolitan Urban Indian Director, 
Midtown Phillips Neigh. Assoc., Carz 

Nelson, Mpls. Police Safety Ctr., Peter 
Molenaar, Dave Moore, Niemer-Fieger, 
Brad Pass, Kali Pilego, Julia Robinson-

Frantsvog, Ryan San Cartier, Sunny 
Sevigny, Ventura Village Neighborhood, 

John Charles Wilson

Thank you to neighbors, 
readers, advertisers, sub-

scribers, GiveMN, and 
Community Shares MN dona-
tions. Alley Communications  

is a Not-for Profit 501C-3; 
donations are tax deductible.

the alley is delivered to every house in 
Phillips by Jeff Matson and to 170 apartments, 

businesses, places of worship, institutions in 
Phillips and in nine adjacent alley radius neigh-

borhoods by Peter Molenaar.

Board meetings: 6:30 PM 1st Thursday by 
Zoom. Editorial Leadership Team 2nd and 4th 
Mon. Mornings by Zoom and virtual conversa-

tions as needed.

Correspondence becomes the property of 
the alley and may be published.

Journalists’ opinions in the alley and 
social media are not the opinion of Alley 

Communications, et al.

P.O. Box 7006

Mpls., MN 55407

612-990-4022

twitter.com/alleynewspaper

Archives:1976 thru 2007  http://bit.ly/2GaYHIU 
and at Franklin and Central Libraries.

“When the great newspapers don’t say much, 
see what the little independent ones say.” …

Wendell Phillips 1811-1884

May Day Café Gift 
Certificates 

now available!
INVEST IN YOUR FUTURE 
BURRITOS, COFFEE, AND 

CROISSANTS!

It’s a great way to support us 
during this time! 

Available in any amount.

Paypal

maydaycafemn@gmail.com

or Venmo@maydaycafe

Put your full name and mailing address 
in the transaction memo & your certifi-

cate will be mailed to you.
May Day Café is temporarily closed 

until further notice
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Tales from 
Pioneers and Soldiers 
Memorial Cemetery

By SUE HUNTER WEIR
181th in a SerieS

In January 1900, health 
authorities were at odds over 
whether a young girl was 
suffering from chickenpox or 
smallpox.  Four doctors deter-
mined that she had smallpox 
which would have required 
her to be quarantined, but 
Dr. Norton, Health Commis-
sioner, insisted that she had 
chickenpox and accused Dr. 
Henry Bracken, Secretary of 
the State Board of Health, one 
of those who disagreed with 
him, of “creating an injurious 
panic without warrant just to 
belittle me.”  Bracken argued 
in favor of aggressive steps to 
contain the spread of the dis-
ease, arguing that containing 
the outbreak was critical for 
the economy:  “An epidemic 
of this kind stagnates business.”  
Editors of the Minneapolis 
Tribune chastised both men 
in an editorial on January 25, 
1900:  “It would seem as if two 
men occupying the important 
positions which they do would 
cooperate in matters looking to 
the spread of disease and the 
preservation of the health of 
the community.”

All of this— the disagree-
ments between health profes-
sionals, and arguments for and 
against quarantining patients 
to stop the spread of the dis-
ease— was the same then as 

it is now.  The one thing that 
is different—and it’s a huge 
difference—is that there was a 
vaccine that was 95% effec-
tive for more than 100 years 
although many, perhaps most, 
people had not been vacci-
nated.

In 1904, the city’s health in-
spectors had enormous power 
to enforce quarantine laws and 
to vaccinate people.  In Janu-
ary, the city reported only one 
case of smallpox compared 
with twenty or thirty per day 
the previous year.  That quick-
ly changed. In February, four 
students at Augsburg Seminary 
(now Augsburg College) were 
infected with smallpox, and 
health inspectors vaccinated 
every instructor and student on 
campus including two “anti-
vaccinationists” who showed 
up with guns.  It’s not clear 
how authorities persuaded 
the two to be vaccinated, but 
they did.  Ole Jacobson, who 
was “suffering from smallpox 
complicated with other mala-
dies, which tend to unsettle 
his mental faculties,” made 
three unsuccessful attempts to 
escape from the Quarantine 
Hospital before staff tied him 
to his bed.Homes of those who 
suffered from smallpox had a 
yellow card on the door that 
identified theirs as a quaran-

tine house and anyone who 
lived there could be arrested if 
they were seen out and about.

The early good news from 
1904 came to a tragic end in 
April 1904, when Joseph H. 
Lockwood died from what 
doctors originally thought was 
apoplexy.  His funeral was 
held on Easter Sunday and 
was attended by members of 
his immediate and extended 
family.  Within a month, six 
of them had died.  By the 
time that the disease had run 
its course, the only members 
of Joseph Lockwood’s fam-
ily to survive were his wife, 
Melinda, and one daughter, 
Helen.  Melinda Lockwood 
had nursed her adult children 
through what must have been 
a devastating and heartbreak-
ing ordeal.  The Lockwood 
family was not the only family 
to lose loved ones to smallpox 
but they were the most hard 

What’s Old is New Again
Quarantine and 
Vaccination The six family members of the Lockwood family who died from small-

pox are buried in Section 4 of the Cemetery which is the loop at the end 
of the cemetery’s only road.  Eleven other family members who died 

earlier, and from other causes, are buried in various locations through-
out the Cemetery.  Joseph H. Lockwood was the third great-uncle of 

Lu Jacobson, one of Friends of the Cemetery’s most active volunteers 
and supporters.  In 2011, Lu had a marker placed on the six graves in 

Section 4 and has been adding two or three individual markers for 
other family members every year:  2017-Ira and Leland Lockwood; 

2018; Maud Mabel Lockwood; 2019 Charlotte (Lottie) and Phebe Irene 
Lockwood and in 2020 Harry C. and Lawrence Lockwood.  There are 

four others that she plans to have marked in the next two years.  

Photo credit: TIM McCALL 

hit—so much so that the epi-
demic was named the ‘Lock-
wood Contagion.”

The six family members of 
the Lockwood family who 
died from smallpox are buried 
in Section 4 of the Cemetery 
which is the loop at the end 
of the Cemetery’s only road.  
Eleven other family members 
who died earlier,and from 
other causes, are buried in var-
ious locations throughout the 
Cemetery.  Joseph H. Lock-
wood was the third great-uncle 
of Lu Jacobson, one of Friends 
of the Cemetery’s most active 
volunteers and supporters.  In 
2011, Lu had a marker placed 
on the six graves in Section 
4 and has been adding two or 
three individual markers for 
other family members every 
year:  2017-Ira and Leland 
Lockwood; 2018; Maud Ma-
bel Lockwood; 2019 Char-
lotte (Lottie) and Phebe Irene 
Lockwood and in 2020 Harry 
C. and Lawrence Lockwood.  
There are four others that she 
plans to have marked in the 
next two years.

317 E. 38th St. 

NEW STORE HOURS
9AM-9PM

9-10 AM will be reserved for older adults 
and those who have compromised immune systems

For the latest updates, please visit
seward.coop/coronavirus/

• KEYS MADE 
• LOCKS RE-KEYED
• 5 GALLON PAINT
• EXCELLENT PRICES 
• RUG DOCTOR RENTAL
•  TRAILERS FOR RENT: 

OPEN & ONE ENCLOSED
•  EXPERT WINDOW/SCREEN REPAIR

Welna in Phillips 2438 Bloomington Ave.  612-729-3526
Welna II in Seward 2201 East Franklin Ave.  612-332-4393 
Welna in Robbinsdale 4140 West Broadway  763-533-2758

WELNA
HARDWARE

Thank you

Years of 
advertising!

44

Covid-19 Customer Service
Curbside Pick-Up and Delivery Available.

Call each store for most up to date Open Hours
OPEN AGAIN: 2438 Bloomington Av.   612-729-3526
CURBSIDE PICKUP: 2201 East Franklin Av.  612-332-4393
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
As a voter in Minnesota, you have 
many rights—get to know
them!
HAVE TIME OFF WORK TO VOTE
You have a right to take time off 
work to vote without losing your pay, 
personal leave, or vacation time.
VOTE IF IN LINE BY 8 P.M.
You have the right to vote if you are 
in line to vote anytime before 8 p.m.
REGISTER ON ELECTION DAY
You have the right to register to vote 
on Election Day if you can show the 
required proof of residence.
SIGN IN ORALLY
You have the right to orally confirm 
who you are and to ask another 
person to sign for you if you cannot 
sign your name.
ASK FOR HELP
You have the right to ask anyone 
for help, except for an agent of your 
employer or union.
BRING CHILDREN TO THE POLLS
You have the right to bring your 
children with you to vote.
VOTE AFTER SERVING FELONY 
CONVICTION
You can vote after you finish all parts 
of your sentence, including any
probation, parole, or supervised 
release.
VOTE IF UNDER GUARDIANSHIP
You have the right to vote if you are 
under a guardianship, unless a
judge has revoked your right to vote.
VOTE WITHOUT BEING INFLU-
ENCED
You have the right to vote without 
anyone in the polling place trying
to influence your vote.
GET A REPLACEMENT BALLOT
You have the right to a replacement 
ballot if you make a mistake on
your ballot before you cast it.
FILE A COMPLAINT
You have the right to file a written 
complaint at your polling place if
you are unhappy with the way an 
election is being run.
BRING A SAMPLE BALLOT
You have the right to take a sample 
ballot into the voting booth.

VOTE EARLY
Vote by mail or inperson September 18
through November 2.
ELECTION DAY: Tuesday, November 3
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American society seems to 
have become a lot less civil 
over the years. I know bullies 
and those who overreact to 
perceived slights have always 
existed, but it seems as though 
people now think it is their 
patriotic duty to accuse others 
of committing a moral wrong 
every time they hear some-
thing that offends them. These 
days conversations and social 
media aren’t used to establish 
mutual understanding as much 
as to tell other people why 
they are wrong.

In some ways I can under-
stand why this is happening 
now. Between the pandemic, 
economic collapse, social 
unrest, and the loss of rou-
tine and certainty, we should 
expect that people will be on 
edge. Emotions are running 
high, and people will react 
more strongly than usual to 
things that upset them. But on 
the other hand, panic never 
made anything better. (You 
can put that on a t-shirt if 
you think it will help anyone 
around you.) The middle of a 
crisis is when we most need 
calm, level-headed words and 
actions. Assuming the worst 
about others when things are 

already at their worst just adds 
to the problems.

Minnesota history provides 
us with a wonderful example 
of dealing with crisis. On 
September 1, 1894, an inferno 
raced across Minnesota from 
south of Hinkley almost to 
Duluth. Depending on which 
account you believe, the fire 
destroyed over 200,000 acres 
in anywhere from six days to 
less than a day. (To put that in 
perspective, the Carr Fire that 
devastated northern California 
a few years ago took over a 
month to destroy a similar 
swath of land.) Because the 
Hinckley Fire moved so fast, 
the only ways to escape it 
were to find a body of wa-
ter to hide in or to board a 
train. John Wesley Blair was 
the porter on a train that left 
Hinkley just ahead of the fire. 
While many of the people on 
the train were in hysterics, 
he moved calmly among the 
passengers, providing water 
and reassuring them. Eventu-
ally the train reached one of 
the rivers north of Hinckley, 
and because every car on 
the train was burning by that 
point (the carriages were, of 
course, made of wood), the 
engineer stopped the train 

Peace House Community – A Place to Belong

Keep Calm
BY MARTI MALTBY

and had the passengers head 
for the water. Blair patiently 
helped passengers off the train 
and then splashed water over 
the children in the river as the 
fire raged around them. Once 
the fire had passed and the 
temperatures began to drop 
in the evening, he gathered 
the survivors into groups to 
stay warm until rescue ar-
rived. When Blair was asked 
later how he had stayed calm 
in the middle of the firestorm, 

Not much is known about John Blair 
prior to the historic Hinckley Fire.  
He was born in Arkansas in 1853.  

Blair’s job as a porter for the Saint 
Paul and Duluth Railway Company 

likely involved hauling baggage, 
cleaning the train cars and seeing 
to passengers’ needs – which may 

have included everything from 
shining shoes to serving food and 

beyond.  Like many Black men 
around the turn of the century, Blair 

likely found his work as a railroad 
porter to be a way to gain a steady 
income and a bit of upward mobil-

ity. But porters were also often 
mistreated, underpaid, overworked 
and subjected to countless indigni-

ties on the job.

PHOTO CREDIT: COURTESY OF THE HINCKLEY FIRE MUSEUM

he reportedly replied, “I just 
resolved I would not lose my 
head, and if I had to die, I 
would do it without making a 
fool of myself.”

Today, we need more 
people who can follow John 
Wesley Blair’s example. Yes, 
things are worse than at any 
time most of us can remember, 
but that doesn’t mean we have 
to scream every time someone 

uses a phrase we don’t like or 
questions their political values. 
So, as much as it is an over-
used phrase, I will say to all of 
us, “Keep calm”.

(For an excellent account 
of the Hinckley Fire and John 
Wesley Blair’s actions, check 
out Under a Flaming Sky: The 
Great Hinckley Firestorm of 
1894 by Daniel James Brown.)



alleynews.org • October 2020 7
Movie Corner
Chadwick 
Boseman: 
The Bronze 
Man (1976-2020) 
By HOWARD McQUITTER II

“The worst is Death, and 
death will have his day.” 

--William Shakespeare
The day I heard Chadwick 

Boseman died, his death 
shocked my system. What’s 
more he was only 43 years 
old, dying of colon cancer. ( 
I’m all too familiar with co-
lon cancer, thanks be to God 
I’m still here to talk about it.)

Young, gifted, Black and 
handsome Mr. Chadwick 
came into the world on No-
vember 29, 1976, born and 
raised in Anderson, South-
Carolina, to Carolyn and 
Leroy Boseman. The likes 
of a Boseman-- his voice, 
his expertise, his persona, 
his reverential treatment of 
scripts as a thespian not only 
causes little Black boys and 
girls to dream, but to do what 
God gives them as upcoming 
thespians: talent. 

Boseman leaves lasting 
marks in cinema by acting in 
biopics of African American 
icons such as playing base-
ball star Jackie Robinson in 

“42”(2013); college football 
great Vontae Mack in “Draft 
Day”(2014); R&B entertain-
er James Brown in “Get On 
Up” (2014) ; and first-time 
African American Supreme 
Cour Judge Thurgood Mar-
shall in “Marshall”(2017). 

A lesser known fact-- but 
just as important-- Phylicia 
Rashad, famous for her role 
as BillCosby’s character wife 
on “The Cosby Show” as 
Clair Huxtable, was one of 
Boseman’s teachers in the 
acting classes at Howard 
University. Veteran actor 
Denzel Washington helped 
Boseman and other students 
to join an acting program 
at Oxford University. Hol-
lywood had longtime doubts 
that a Black superhero with a 
majority Black cast could or 
would be a big seller at the 
box office.

In 2018, all bets were off 
when the action/ adventure/ 
science-fiction movie “Black 
Panther” premiered, star-
ring Chadwick Boseman as 
T’Challa, Micheal B. Jordan 
as Erik Killmonger, Lupita 
Nyong’o as Nakia, Danai 
Gurira as Okoye, Daniel 
Kaluuya as W’Kabi, Leti-
tia Wright as Shuri, Forest 
Whitaker as Zuri, as part 
of an ensemble under the 
steady hand of director Ryan 
Coogler. 

“Black Panther” takes place 
in the idealistic kingdom 
of Wakanda where Black 
people actually rule. “Black 

Panther” surpassed nearly 
everybody’s expectations on 
the national and international 
scale. It was only the second 
movie by a Black director to 
gross over one billion dollars 
worldwide. (The first African 
American to have a movie 
gross over one billion dol-
lars worldwide was F. Gary 
Gray’s “The Fate of the Furi-
ous “ in 2017.)

      “Black Panther” started 
out as a comic book by Steve 
Levy and Jack Kirby in 1966, 
the first Black superhero.
There was talk of doing a 
movie entitled “Black Pan-
ther” having Wesley Snipes 
playing the title character, 
but the project never got off 
the ground. Like the late 
August Wilson (1945-2005), 
Chadwick Boseman dedicat-
ed his life around the life and 
history of Black People. 

Some of Chadwick Bose-
man’s Work In Film 
“The Express”(2008) 

(Floyd Little),
“The Kill Hole”(2012) (Lt. 

Samuel Drake), 
“42”(2013) (Jackie Robin-

son), 
“Get On Up”(2014) (James 

Brown)
“Draft Day”(2014) (Vontae 

Mack)
“Message from the 

King”(2016) (Jacob King)
“Gods of Egypt”(2016) 

(Thoth)
“Captain America: Civil 

War”(2016) (T’Challa/ Black 
Panther)

“Marshall” (2017) (Thur-
good Marshall)

“Black Panther” (2018) 
(T’Challa)

“Avengers:Infinity 
War”(2018) (T’Challa/Black 
Panther)

“Avengers:Endgame” 
(2019) (T’Challa)

“21 Bridges” (2019) (Andre 
Davis)

“Ma Rainey’s Black Bot-
tom”(2020) (Levee)
“Da 5 Bloods(2020) (Stor-

min’ Norman)

Raise Your Voice

The Forest 
Through the 
Trees
By PETER MOLENAAR
 

Folks from this part of the 
world are familiar with the 

“signers” who regularly occupy 
every niche at the intersection 
of Franklin and Cedar avenues. 
For some, it is a desperate way 
to “make ends meet”, while 
others panhandle for their next 

“fix” of heroin. Normally, I 
avoid eye contact. Hey, the 
new land lord raised my 
rent by over $300.00. Social 
Security, plus a union pension 
and one “odd job” barely cov-
ers expenses. So, I grow and 
sell vegetables in the summer 
months.

 One day…
 From his post at the inter-

section, a young mixed blood 
man beckoned. I recognized 
him from the community gar-
den’s homeless camp. Window 
down, I elaborated my refusal 
to support the heroin trade. 
Then, while rubbing the site of 
his war wound, he explained 
that he was in constant pain 
and hoped to be admitted to 
a methadone program. This 
soldier reminded me of the 
guardsmen who had been de-
ployed to protect the grocery 
at 26th Street… so polite and 
respectful. He accepted a 
squash from the back of my 
truck.

 Back to the Peace Garden…
 A hefty “two spirit” per-

son was absconding with the 
fruits of my labor. I won the 
battle of words. She won the 
fruit. “Workers and Oppressed 
People Unite” sometimes ain’t 
easy. However, the main threat 

to our collective existence 
comes from “above”, not from 

“below”.
 Fascism, an inherent 

tendency within the capitalist 
system, has emerged now as 
a visible trend. It is a move-
ment which fosters a union of 
all social classes (including a 
section of the working-class) 
with the most greedy, racist, 
and imperialistic section of the 
capitalists. As such, fascism 
constitutes a reactionary right-
wing “popular-front”. Natu-
rally, the left must respond 
with its own popular-front, i.e., 
the campaign of Joe Biden and 
Kamala Harris.

 How to soothe the “ultra-
left”?

 Hey, the relationship of 
forces exists in motion. Pres-
ently, we remain in the quan-
titative phase of the ‘revo-
lutionary process’ which, in 
due time, will culminate in a 

“revolutionary situation”. Said 
another way: in the not so dis-
tant future, the national inter-
est will be unresolvable under 
the present order. Only then, 
will public ownership of fi-
nance and industry commence 
with the people’s consent. To 
recognize this ‘dialectic’, one 
must “see the forest through 
the trees”. Cast your vote ap-
propriately, please.



alleynews.org • October 2020

Tip #7
Practice self-care as a way of taking care of yourself and 
your community. Remember, you are a valuable member 
of our Community and by caring for yourself, you are 
helping to care for the entire community. It helps to keep 
health care workers available for the most ill among us. 
Everything that we do to stay safe matters!

Remaining COVID-FREE 
as we move indoors!

Practicing to stay 
Covid-safe during the 
summer has been a bit 
easier because:
• we have more space 

and air around us, 
• the air is moving, 
• any droplets from our 

nose and mouth are 
more likely to fall on 
the ground if we are 
not wearing a mask 

• and it is easier to 
keep a physical dis-
tance so that lighter 
droplets in the air do 
not transfer to another 
person

• …..and  no matter 
what, always, al-
ways WASH YOUR 
HANDS! *** Did you 
know that frequent 
and good hand wash-
ing can help to pre-
vent other illnesses, 
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Tip #3
If your mask is paper or disposable, throw it away after wear-

ing it. 
If you use a cloth mask, wash it after each use.  If you use a 

washing machine:
• Include your mask with your regular laundry
• Use regular laundry detergent and the warmest appropri-

ate water setting for the cloth used to make the mask
• Use the highest heat setting and leave in the dryer until 

completely dry
If you hand wash, use the warmest water you can stand and 

hang to dry.
REMEMBER TO WASH YOUR HANDS EACH TIME YOU 

REMOVE YOUR MASK! 

Tip #2 
It is important to wear your mask properly. Covid is carried in 

droplets  that come from your nose AND your mouth. 
Be sure to wear the correct type of mask, too. 

Check out the Backyard Community Health 
Hub’s Facebook page for FREE classes 

to help to keep you active or 
to help you meditate and reflect. 

Tip #4
Frequent hand washing is 

so, so important! It helps to 
keep you and others healthy, 
too!

Tip #6
If you are not feeling your 

best or know you have been 
exposed, get tested! This will 
help you get the care that you 
may need and it will help you 
keep other people safe, too. 

Be sure to give your phone 
number so that folks can stay 
in touch with you and help you 
put together the puzzle of who 
else you may have been in 
contact so that TOGETHER 
WE CAN SLOW OR STOP 
THE SPREAD!

Tip #5
Keep at least 6 feet 

apart outside or in all pub-
lic places. 

too? Soap and water 
give the very best 
results in reducing 
germs. 

As we come inside for 
the Autumn and Winter 
months, we must do 
these practices with even 
greater attention and 

care because we will be 
in smaller spaces with 
less air movement and 
our bodies will be much 
closer together, perhaps 
even breathing the same 
air. 

As colder weather 
approaches, it is time for 

a refresher course on 
how to keep our loved ones, 

our entire community and our-
selves safe from Covid.  

Whatever we have been doing 
that is working to stay well, 
we need to stay even more 

vigilant as we move indoors. 

We can do this!

Tip #1:
Wear a mask INSIDE all public places and in your own home 

if you are inviting in repair people, health care practitioners, or 
anyone that typically does not share your home with you.


