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By LINDSEY FENNER

I didn’t want to write about 
COVID this month. I’m sick 
of it, heart-sick. Since No-
vember, my coworkers and I 
have been overwhelmed, with 
more cases than we can pos-
sibly call, and knowing that it 
has become more likely that 
someone we’re trying to call 
is hospitalized or has died. 
And I know that, by now, all 
of us have been personally 
touched by COVID-19. There 
is so much grief to carry. And 
yet, with that grief, we now 
have something to hope for. 
Today, December 14, as I 
write this, the first vaccine has 
been administered to someone 
outside of a clinical trial in 
Minnesota. I was not expect-
ing that I would cry, but I did. 
I’m at the back of the vaccine 
line, and there is a long way 
to go until enough people are 
vaccinated for herd immunity.  
But I know we are going to 
get through this. And here are 
some reasons why:

The vaccine: My thanks 
go to the scientists, the lab 
workers, and the vaccine trial 
participants. These vaccines 
are truly a testament of people 
working together for some-
thing bigger than themselves. 
I will share more information 
when we know more about 
widespread distribution in 
MN. But please start having 
the conversations now with 
loved ones about their plans 
for vaccination. It is estimated 
that at least 7 out of every 10 
Minnesotans will need to be 
vaccinated in order to end this 
pandemic.

We know so much: CO-
VID-19 has been the subject 
of thousands and thousands 
of scientific studies. There are 
still some uncertainties about Continued on page 3...

reinfection and long-lasting 
immunity. But this virus is no 
longer an unknown to fear. We 
know how it spreads and we 
have more ways of treating it. 
We can fight this.

What we do matters: Every 
choice and sacrifice we have 
made to slow the spread has 
helped. Staying home, wearing 
a mask, not gathering indoors, 
distancing, handwashing: none 
of us do this perfectly every 
time. And we are going to 
have to keep on doing it for a 
while. But don’t EVER doubt 
that it doesn’t help.

More work needs to be 
done: It should be no surprise 
that the folks most harmed by 
this pandemic are indigenous 
and people of color, low wage 
workers, and people who are 
incarcerated. In Hennepin 
County, indigenous neighbors 
are 9 times more likely to be 
hospitalized for COVID-19 as 
white neighbors, and 5 times 
more likely to die from CO-
VID-19. According to the New 
York Times, as of December 
16, there have been at least 
2,733 cases of coronavirus in 
meatpacking plants in MN, 
with over 700 cases at the 
JBS Pork production facility 
in Worthington. There have 
been at least 5,985 cases of 
coronavirus in prisons and cor-
rectional facilities in MN, with 
over 1,000 cases at Stillwater 
alone. We need to stand in 
solidarity, to fight for the lives 
of our neighbors and to fight 
for our collective futures.

You are not alone! If you 
need help:

Community Care Commu-
nity Coordinators: COVID 
Community Coordinators 
are community organizations 
partnering with the Minnesota 
Department of Health. They 
can answer questions about: 

• Where to get tested for 

COVID-19
• Food support
• Health care and mental 
health resources 

• Housing and rental assis-
tance

• COVID-19 case investiga-
tion and contact tracing

• Employment resources
Community Coordinator 

Hotline Numbers (For more, 
visit https://covidcommunity-
coordinators.web.health.state.
mn.us/)

Comunidades Latinas Uni-
das En Servicio (CLUES): 
651-768-0000, Monday - Fri-
day 8:30 am to 5pm; Saturday 
10:00 am to 2:00 pm, Spanish

Cultural Wellness Center: 
612-249-9528, Monday - Fri-
day 24 hours; On call week-
ends; English

Division of Indian Work: 
651-304-9986, Monday - 
Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm: 
English

WellShare International: 
612-254-7308 (Somali/Eng-
lish), 651-318-0051 (Span-
ish), 763-312-6362 (Oromo), 
Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 
8:00 pm; On call evenings/
weekends: English, Oromo, 
Spanish, Somali

Hennepin County Essen-
tial Services: If you’re a Hen-
nepin County resident who 
has recently tested positive 
for COVID-19 and needs help 
remaining in isolation, we can 
help. Call 612-348-3000 or 
email EssentialServices@hen-
nepin.us. The line is staffed 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Help is avail-
able in different languages.

Lindsey lives in East Phillips 
and has been working a reas-
signment as a COVID-19 Case 
Investigator for local public 
health since May. She is tired 
but hopeful. Her opinions are 
her own.

HOMEWARD BOUND, AICDC’s new 24hr Shelter opened on Monday, Dec. 7th!
Executive Director Michael Goze sent gratitude to the many people that have 
worked tirelessly to make it happen including; Funders, KMS Construction, subcon-
tractors, Rory Wakemup for the art, and most of all the staff of AICDC!

AICDC’s New Shelter Homeward Bound 
Opens To Serve in Minneapolis!

Tips from a COVID-19 Case Investigator

Something to Hope for

AIM Co-founder Eddie Benton-Banai 
Remembered for His Contributions to 
Native Culture
By LEVI RICKERT

Reprinted with permission by www.
nativenewsonline.net

HAYWARD, Wis. — Na-
tive communities in the Great 
Lake region are mourning the 
loss of Eddie Benton-Banai 
(Bawdwaywidun Banaise), a 
co-founder of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM), who 
passed away on Monday, Nov. 

30, in Hayward, Wis. He was 
89.

Benton-Banai will be 
remembered for his vast 
contributions to the resur-
gence of Anishinaabe culture 
throughout the Great Lakes 

region where he was a grand 
chief, or spiritual leader, of 
the Three Fires Midewiwin 
Lodge. Beyond his role as a 
spiritual leader, Benton-Banai 
was an educator and author, 
who sought to preserve Native 
culture and spirituality.

“There are people who 
inspire us, who help us reach 
the spaces where we are able 
to be our best selves, who 
strengthen us to protect what 
our ancestors wanted for us. 
There are those who carry 
these teachings and wisdom 
and accept the responsibil-
ity. They are our teachers, our 
healers, our inspirations, and 
one of the greatest has walked 
on. Bawdwaywidun Banaise 
was one who accepted the 
responsibility of teaching and 
guiding the people,” Shannon 
Martin (Gun Lake Potawatomi, 
Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwe), 
director of Ziibiwing Center of 
Anishinaabe Culture and Life-
ways in Mt. Pleasant, Mich., 
said to Native News Online.
“He chose to stand for us, 

spiritually, ceremonially, and 
as an advocate politically. He 
carried and shared the prayers, 
prophecies, songs, and spiri-
tual teachings of our ancestors. 
Bawdwaywidun taught many 
of us how to pray, sing, fast, 
laugh, cry, listen, and speak 
our language,” Martin contin-
ued.

Born and raised on the Lac 
Courte Oreilles Indian reser-

By LINDSEY FENNER

The Homeward Bound 
Shelter opened at the former 
Cedar Box Company build-
ing at Cedar and Franklin. On 
December 7, 2020, American 
Indian Community Develop-
ment Corporation (AICDC) 

opened a new 50 bed shelter 
providing culturally specific 
services for the Native Ameri-
can community.The shelter 
will operate 24/7, and provide 
meals and storage. Hennepin 
County provided $3.5 mil-
lion in funding, with addi-
tional funding from the City 
of Minneapolis, the State of 

Minnesota, and private donors. 
The shelter was developed 
relatively quickly, due to the 
hard work of contractor KMS 
Construction and AICDC staff, 
with murals by Rory Wake-
mup. To get connected for 
placement at AICDC’s shelter, 
call Adult Shelter Connect at 
612-248-2350.

Eddie Benton-Banai. (Courtesy photo)
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Library News
By CARZ NELSON

For updated information 
on Hennepin County Library 
services during the Coronavi-
rus Pandemic, visit www.hclib.
org. All information is accurate 
as of December 15, 2020

Franklin Library at 1413 
E Franklin Avenue is open for 
computer use only. Call (612) 
543-6925 to make an appoint-
ment. The building will remain 
locked, but staff will let you 
in at your appointment time. 
Masks are required and will be 
provided if you do not bring 
one. Because of social distanc-
ing, staff will be unable to 
offer computer assistance. You 
will have access to a desktop 
computer, Internet, and print-
ing. You will need to bring 
your own headphones. At this 
time, Franklin Library is open 
for computer use ONLY. Other 
areas and services, including 
book/DVD checkout, are not 
available. They will be accept-
ing returns during staffed 
service hours.

Franklin Library 
Computer Hours  

Tuesday & Wednesday – 9 
AM to 5 PM

Thursday – Noon to 8 PM 

By JOHN CHARLES WILSON

Public transit is one of the 
few government functions 
where the people in charge 
actually listen to suggestions 
from common citizens. I have 
been going to public forums 
about transit changes for many 
years, though recently I’ve had 
trouble getting to them. How-
ever, because of the pandemic 
a lot of this stuff is being done 
online now.

Metro Transit is currently 
doing a survey which can 
be accessed at https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/future-
bus or from the Metro Transit 
website regarding future Bus 
Rapid Transit routes.

As you probably already 
know, two BRT routes already 
exist, the A on Snelling (Saint 
Paul) and the C on Penn Ave. 
N., and three more are “in the 
pipeline”: the B (Lake St.), the 
D (Chicago Ave. - Fremont 
Ave. N.) and the E (Hennepin - 
France Ave. S.)

This survey is about what 
three routes will next get the 
BRT treatment after the ones 
already planned. You are 
being asked to pick three of 

four choices and rank them in 
order of importance to you: 
Central (Minneapolis), Como/
Maryland (Saint Paul), Lyn-
dale S./Johnson, and Rice/
Robert (Saint Paul). While 
none of these routes would 
directly pass through the Phil-
lips neighborhood, the value 
of a transit system is where it 
enables you to go. So please 
think about what areas outside 
Phillips you have reason to 
visit, whether daily or just oc-
casionally, and “vote” for BRT 
to those places in this survey.

The Alley Newspaper 
is a member of

Give. And light a fire 
under inequality.

www.changeisbetter.com

(651) 647-0440

Friday & Saturday – 9 AM 
to 5 PM

Sunday & Monday – Closed 
Grab and Go Library 

Service at Hosmer Library: 
Hosmer Library, 347 E 36th 
St., is open for retrieving holds, 
limited browsing of materials, 
checking out items, return-
ing library materials, quick 
reference support, computer 
appointments and printing. 
Meeting rooms, study rooms, 
children’s play areas, and 
lounges will not be available 
for use at this time. Masks are 
required and will be provided 
if you don’t bring one. Check 
the library website for up-to-
date service information and 
hours.

Community Cookbook
Community Cookbook is a 

monthly series of video cook-
ing demonstrations from local 
chefs, restaurants, and organi-
zations. Available on Facebook 
and YouTube, a new recipe is 
highlighted every month. Janu-
ary’s episode features a cook-
ing demonstration by the chef 
of award-winning Vietnamese 
restaurant Pho Pasteur. Avail-
able starting Monday, January 
18, 2021.

Due Dates Extended
Due dates for physical mate-

rials continue to be automati-
cally extended. You are not 
required to return materials at 
this time. Libraries are accept-
ing returns during staffed 
service hours only. Items will 
be removed from your account 
after a three-day quarantine.

Outdoor Wi-Fi Available 
at Franklin and Hosmer 

Libraries
Free Wi-Fi is available in 

the parking lots and grounds 
of several Hennepin County 
libraries, including Franklin 
and Hosmer. Library staff can 
help you find the best signal.

Homework Help
Live, virtual tutors are avail-

able through Help Now www.
hclib.org/programs/home-
work-help.

At Home Service
At Home service is provided 

free of charge to Hennepin 
County residents who cannot 
get to a library due to illness, 
disability, or visual impair-
ment. To apply for At Home 
service, submit an online appli-
cation or apply by phone at 
612-543-8850. Staff are avail-
able Monday through Friday, 
10 AM to 5 PM, except holi-
days.

Library social worker 
A social worker is avail-

able outside Franklin Library, 
Wednesdays 9am- 5pm:

• Basic needs (clothing, food, 
meals, shelter)

• Chemical Health
• Disability Services
• Education & Employment
• Hennepin County Benefits
• Housing
• A listening ear
• Mental Health Resources
• Transportation

E-BOOKS AND AUDIOBOOKS:
LIBBY: The Libby app is avail-

able for iOS and Android 
devices and is a streamlined 
way to access downloadable 
ebooks and audiobooks from 
OverDrive. You can check out 

audiobooks right in the app. 
You can also read eBooks in 
the app or send them to your 
Kindle.

CLOUD LIBRARY: Find down-
loadable eBooks for readers of 
all ages. A reader app is also 
available for Apple, Android 
and other devices.

Online Services
Go to the library without 

leaving home. Here are just a 
few of the services available at 
www.hclib.org:
• Tools for job searches
• Ancestry Library Edition and 

other resources to research 
family history

• Local music on MNspin
Ask the Library: Have a 

reference or library account 
question? Call, text, chat with, 
or email a library worker. 

https://www.hclib.org/
contact

Call 612-543-KNOW (5669) 
to reach library staff by phone.

MONDAY-THURSDAY 9 a.m. – 9 
p.m.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY 9 a.m. – 5 
p.m.

SUNDAY Noon –5 p.m.
ESPAÑOL/SPANISH: Llame o 

envíe un texto al 651-503-8013 
para recibir ayuda en español.

HMOOB/HMONG: Hu losis text 
rau lub tsev nyeem ntawv 
ntawm 612-385-0886 txais kev 
pab hais lus Hmoob.

SOOMAALI/SOMALI: Caawimaad 
Soomaali ah, soo wac ama 
qoraal (text) usoo dir makta-
bada 612-235-1339.

Carz is a Phillips resident and 
an enthusiastic patron of Henne-
pin County Library.

Submissions due the 15th day 
of the previous month.

email: copydesk@alleynews.org

Alley Communications IS 
connecting neighbors, promoting art and 

culture, advocating for issues, building 
health community, facilitating delibera-

tion, lifting every voice, documenting his-
tory, agitating for change, giving truth and 

democracy a jog forward. 
Guided and Informed by: Phillips residents

Governed by Directors: Cathy Strobel-Ayres, 
Pres.; Thorbjorn Adam, Steve Dreyer, Lee 
Leichentritt, Frances Mendenhall, Steve 

Sandberg.

Operated by Editorial Leadership Team: 
Lindsey Fenner, Mary Ellen Kaluza, Carz Nelson, 

Minkara Tezet, Harvey Winje, and Meena 
Mangalvedhekar;

Facilitated by Coordinators: Program 
and Engagement Coordinator, Meena 

Mangalvedhekar, et al.

Page Coordinators: Steve Dreyer and Julia 
Robinson-Frantsvog, VV News; Brad Pass, EPIC 
News; Sunny Sevigny, MPNIA News; Roberta 

Barnes and Susan Ann Gust, BackPage.

Hard Copy Graphic Design and Social Media: 
Meena Mangalvedhekar, Susan Gust

January content contributors  to the 
alley :

All My Relations Arts, American Indian 
Community Development Corporation, 

Bethany Lutheran Church, Patrick Cabello 
Hansel, COVIDawareMN, Steve Dreyer, 

East Phillips Neighborhood Institute, East 
Phillips Improvement Coalition,  Lindsey 

Fenner, J Marie Fieger,  Michael Goze,  
Susan Gust, Hennepin County Library and 

Covid-19 Response, Iglesia Apostolica 
De La Fe En Cristos Jesus, Mary Ellen 

Kaluza, KRSM Radio,  Loaves and Fishes, 
Lutheran Social Service MN,  Marti Maltby, 

Howard McQuitter II, Midtown Global 
Market, Dave Moore, Midtown Neigh. 
Assoc., Minneapolis Crime Prevention, 

Minneapolis Market, Mpls. Park and 
Recreation Board, Peter Molenaar, Native 
News Online,  Carz Nelson,  Jamal Osman, 

Phillips Community Center, Phillips 
Neighborhood Clinic, Kali Pliego, Levi 

Rickert, Julia Robinson-Frantsvog, Sunny 
Sevigny, Soup for You Cafe, Ventura Village 

Neighborhood, John Charles Wilson.

Thank you to neighbors, read-
ers, advertisers, subscribers, 

GiveMN, and Community 
Shares MN donations. Alley 

Communications  is a Not-for 
Profit 501C-3; donations are tax 

deductible.
the alley is delivered to every house in 

Phillips by Jeff Matson and to 170 apartments, 
businesses, places of worship, institutions in 

Phillips and in nine adjacent alley radius neigh-
borhoods by Peter Molenaar.

Board meetings: 6:30 PM 1st Thursday by 
Zoom. Editorial Leadership Team 2nd and 4th 
Mon. Mornings by Zoom and virtual conversa-

tions as needed.

Correspondence becomes the property of 
the alley and may be published.

Journalists’ opinions in the alley and 
social media are not the opinion of Alley 

Communications, et al.

P.O. Box 7006

Mpls., MN 55407

612-990-4022

twitter.com/alleynewspaper

Archives:1976 thru 2007  http://bit.ly/2GaYHIU 
and at Franklin and Central Libraries.

“When the great newspapers don’t say much, 
see what the little independent ones say.” …

Wendell Phillips 1811-1884

May Day Café Gift 
Certificates 

now available!
INVEST IN YOUR FUTURE 
BURRITOS, COFFEE, AND 

CROISSANTS!

It’s a great way to support us 
during this time! 

Available in any amount.

Paypal

maydaycafemn@gmail.com

or Venmo@maydaycafe

Open for business four days a week, 
FRIDAYS THRU MONDAYS from 9am 
to 1pm for TAKE OUT only. No inside 

seating.

METRO TRANSIT

Answer the Survey, 
We’re Counting on You

Do you read 
“the alley”?  

Want it to continue, grow, 
improve, and land at your  

doorstep or on a newsstand  
as a “free newspaper”  

each month? 

Contribute!  
Go to Alley Communications on 
GiveMN, or send a check to P.O. 

Box 7006, Mpls., MN 55407
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Random alley News

Financial 
Concerns 
After Death
By MARY ELLEN KALUZA

Death is a tough topic. We 
fear it for ourselves and we 
fear it for those we love. On 
top of the grief, it is a lot of 
work to lose someone close to 
you. This blog is meant to help 
you get started with some of 
the important tasks around the 
departed’s finances that will 
make things much easier if at-
tended to soon after the death.

Get the Death Certificate
Typically the funeral home 

supplies the death certificate. 
You can request several copies 
from the funeral home—you’ll 
need them. They are gener-
ally less expensive at this time, 
and will save you trips to the 
county vital records office 
for additional copies. Five to 
ten copies is not excessive, 
especially if there is property 
to be sold.

Contact the Social Security 

Administration
Even if the deceased was not 

receiving benefits, you want to 
notify them.. Call the SSA at 
1-800-772-1213. (The funeral 
home may contact them for 
you.) Do this for a few rea-
sons:
• Survivors may be eligible 
for benefits
• Prevent identity theft (yes, 
stealing the identity of the 
dead is a thing)
• Learn if you must return any 
payments received (payments 
received for the month of 
death may have to be returned 
to Social Security)

Notify Financial Institu-
tions and Creditors

Hopefully, your loved one 
left financial records in good 
order and it will be easy to 
track down where money is 
and where money is owed. 
• If there are Payable-on-
Death beneficiaries on the 
accounts they can claim the 
money immediately with a 
death certificate. 
• Creditors will close accounts 
to prevent unauthorized use.

Report the Death to the 
Credit Bureaus

Identity thieves do watch 

obituaries. Sadly, family 
members may even seize the 
opportunity. Send a letter and 
copy of the death certificate 
(originals usually not neces-
sary) to one credit bureau – 
they will contact the other two. 
It is worth the extra cost to 
send certified mail.
• Equifax, P.O. Box 105139, 
Atlanta, GA 30348-5139
• Experian, P.O. Box 4500, 
Allen, TX 75013
• TransUnion, P.O. Box 2000, 
Chester, PA 19016

Order Credit Reports
This is a useful way to 

identify all debts. Send a letter 
along with the following in-
formation about the deceased:

 ♦ Legal name 
 ♦ Social Security Number 
 ♦ Date of birth 
 ♦ Date of death 
 ♦ Last known address 
 ♦A copy of the death certifi-
cate or letters testamentary  

Mail the request and infor-
mation to each of the three of 
the credit reporting companies 
listed above. Include your 
name and address.

Change Mailing Address 
(if the deceased lived alone)

You’ll need valid proof that 

you are the appointed executor 
or administrator and autho-
rized to manage the deceased 
person’s mail.
• Complete a change of ad-
dress form at a Post Office 
location.
• Have someone bring in the 
mail until the address change 
is in effect. Piled up mail 
alerts thieves that a home is 
not occupied.  
• Stop advertising mail by 
registering on the Direct Mar-
keting Association “Deceased 
Do Not Contact” list at DMA.
org.

Set Up a Filing System
You will thank yourself for 

this. Keep:
 ♦ Death certificates
 ♦ Copies of all correspon-
dence

 ♦ Detailed notes of all phone 
calls, etc.

 ♦ Receipts for all expenses 
including the funeral, docu-
ments, mailing, etc.

 ♦ Medical bills for the de-
ceased

 ♦ Other debts
 ♦ Tax returns

And more, depending on the 
complexity of the estate

Don’t Rush to Divvy up 

Money Left by the Deceased 
or Pay Their Debts

States have a hierarchy of 
debts to be paid by the estate 
of a deceased person. This 
includes possibly repaying the 
state for medical assistance 
received. Know the laws of 
your state first, or survivors 
may be held responsible. Seek 
legal advice.

Take care of yourself
Most of us will be faced 

with losing a loved one. It is 
hard on so many fronts. Hav-
ing a starting point in dealing 
with the finances can help. If 
you find yourself in this posi-
tion, I wish you comfort and 
peace.

Author Mary Ellen Kaluza is 
a Certified Financial Coun-
selor with LSS Financial 
Counseling. A version of this 
blog first appeared in Sense & 
Centsibility blog page. 

LSS Financial Counsel-
ing offers free counseling for 
budgeting, debt, student loans, 
foreclosure prevention, credit 
report reviews, and much 
more.

Phone: 888-577-2227 Web-
site: www.lssfinancialcounsel-
ing.org

vation in Wisconsin, Benton-
Banai was incarcerated in his 
early adult life after he was 
convicted of manslaughter.

“Eddie ended up behind bars 
for a crime that a white man 
wouldn’t even have been tried 
for. He was in St. Paul while 
on leave from the army. He 
came out of a bar and saw 
an older white man trying 
to force an Indian girl into a 
car. Eddie pushed him, and 
the man fell and hit his head 
against the curb. He later 
died of a brain hemorrhage, 
and Eddie was convicted of 
manslaughter,” writes AIM 
co-founder Clyde Bellecourt 
in his autobiography “The 
Thunder before the Storm.”

After being released from 
prison, Bellecourt and Benton-
Banai, along with Dennis 
Banks, started the American 
Indian Movement to stop po-
lice brutality in the Minneapo-
lis-St. Paul twin cities in 1968. 
He was present during the 
AIM occupation of Wounded 
Knee in 1973.

Benton-Banai received a 
degree in education and a mas-
ter’s of business administra-
tion degree. He started the Red 
School, an American Indian 
school in Minneapolis and St. 
Paul during the 1970s.

“Eddie was a mentor and 
friend to me and countless oth-
ers. He worked up to his pass-
ing planting seeds to revive 
our Anishinaabe culture and 

language. For the next four 
days, I am going to observe a 
spiritual sacred fire and pray 
that he serve as messenger to 
bring our prayers with him,” 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribal Chair-
person Aaron Payment wrote 
on his Facebook page.

Benton-Banai is also known 
for authoring “The Misho-
mis Book: The Voice of the 
Ojibway” that draws from 
the teachings of tribal elders 
that educate the youth about 
Ojibway creation stories and 
legends. 

The following statement was 
issued today by Garden River 
First Nation. It reads in part:

“Today we mourn the pass-
ing of a great knowledge 
keeper and spiritual leader, Dr. 
Eddie Benton-Banai, Bawd-
waywidun from Lac Court 
Orielles Band of Ojibways in 
Wisconsin and a relative from 
the Fish Clan,” stated Chief 
Any Rickard.

“Eddie was a leader in the 
early days in advancing An-
ishinaabe-controlled education 
and cultural-based education 
based on Anishinaabe philoso-
phy and our sacred prophecies.

Eddie led the effort in revi-
talizing our traditional gover-
nance institutions by planning 
and organizing the historic 
gatherings here in Garden 
River First Nation in 1992 and 
2007 by rekindling the sacred 
fire of the Three Fires Con-
federacy. Moments in time 
that will live on forever in the 
sounding of the voice of the 
Little Boy Water Drum and 
the lowering of our Teaching 
Lodges.”

 `All My Relations Arts has 
announced their We Are 
Still Here cohort. We Are 
Still Here is an 18-24 month 
partnership with the Hen-
nepin Theatre Trust that  will 
bring large-scale, high pro-
file public artwork created 
by an emerging network of 
Native artists to both down-
town Minneapolis and the 
American Indian Corridor 
highlighting contemporary 
Native culture and dispelling 
stereotypes. Artist Mentor 
Jonathan Thunder (Red Lake 
Ojibwe) will work with co-
hort artists Ray Janis (Oglala 
Lakota Tribe), Sheldon Starr 
(Oglala Sioux Tribe), and 
Missy Whiteman (Northern 
Arapaho and Kickapoo) to 
create digital designs, full-
motion animation projects 
and a possible large-scale 
mural. 

 ` The Uncles are moving 
out. After 36 years at 28th 
and Chicago, Uncle Hugo’s 
Science Fiction Bookstore 
and Uncle Edgar’s Mystery 
Bookstore are looking for a 
new home. The building was 
destroyed by fire during the 
unrest after the murder of 
George Floyd, and the owner 
has decided not to rebuild 
at the same location. We 
hope they don’t move too far 
away!

 ` Phillips Neighborhood 
Clinic has reopened! 
Clinic hours are Mondays, 
6PM-8PM (check in starts 
at 5:30PM) at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, 2742 
15th Avenue South. Please 
enter from the side door on 
the East side of the build-
ing (along 15th Ave S). No 
appointments or insurance 
necessary. Spanish interpret-
ers are available at all times.
The Phillips Neighborhood 
Clinic (PNC) is a free clinic 
operated by University of 
Minnesota health profes-
sional students. All students 
are supervised by licensed 

clinicians. Phone: 612-724-
1690
 ` Janis Lane-Ewert is the 
new station manager of 
KRSM Radio, 98.9 FM, 
which operates out of Waite 
House at the Phillips Com-
munity Center at 2323 11th 
Avenue South. Lane-Ewert 
was Executive Director of 
KFAI Fresh Air Community 
Radio for 12 years, and was 
most recently Develop-
ment Officer at jazz station 
KBEM – Jazz88. KRSM, an 
initiative of Pillsbury United 
Communities, is a platform 
for amplifying the voices, 
stories, cultures, and con-
versations happening in our 
neighborhood, with a focus 
on communities that are 
marginalized, misrepresent-
ed, and erased by traditional 
media.

 ` Peace House Commu-
nity welcomes Loaves and 
Fishes. Beginning January 4, 
2021, Peace House Com-
munity at 1816 Portland Ave 
will be a new serving site 
for Loaves and Fishes meals. 
Meals at Peace House Com-
munity will be served Mon-
day through Friday, 5:30PM 
until 6:30PM. St. Stephen’s 
at 2123 Clinton Ave S will 
no longer be serving meals.  
Other Loaves and Fishes 
locations near the Phil-
lips neighborhood will not 
change. During COVID-19, 
all meals are takeaway only. 
Loaves and Fishes is always 
looking for volunteers to 
help cook and serve meals! 
Loaves and Fishes provides 
free meals at locations 
throughout Minneapolis. To 
volunteer, visit their website 
www.loavesandfishesmn.org 
or email their Director of 
Volunteers, Lonny Evans at 
levans@loaveandfishesmn.
org 

 `Ward 9 Council Member 
Alondra Cano has an-
nounced she will not be 
running for re-election 

in 2021. Ward 9 includes 
East Phillips and Midtown 
Phillips, as well as parts of 
the Powderhorn, Central, 
Corcoran, and Longfellow 
neighborhoods. A controver-
sial figure during her tenure, 
Cano has been criticized for 
doxing constituents, freezing 
out journalists, not support-
ing East Phillips neighbors 
in their fight against the 
City’s public works expan-
sion at the Roof Depot, 
and flip-flopping on police 
defunding. Cano was first 
elected in 2013. To the best 
of our knowledge so far, 
Rita Ortega has announced 
her candidacy to serve Ward 
9. Ortega is a community or-
ganizer, Little Earth resident, 
and former Cano policy aide 
who ran unsuccessfully to 
fill MN House seat 62A in 
2018. 

 ` Iglesia Apostolica De La Fe 
En Cristo Jesus at 1534 East 
24th St. has put new siding 
on the church. The building 
is now greyish-blue in color. 
The update looks good from 
the street and has won the 
approval of the immediate 
neighbors.

 ` From Dave Moore: I’m hav-
ing a hard time downsizing, 
like barely at all, but wish 
to let go of my file copies 
of past alley issues.  I have 
what looks like a complete 
run from 1987 to present, 
and just recycling them 
seems a waste.  Anybody 
want them?

 ` Soup for You Cafe serves 
lunch from Noon to 1 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 
Diners pay whatever they 
feel is a fair price — or 
whatever they are able. 
(Or no fee, as may be the 
case.) Due to COVID, din-
ers will receive  a healthy 
bag lunch to take away. 
Sometimes groceries (fresh 
and non-perishable) and 
toiletries are available as 

Eddie Benton-Banai in 1971. (Photo: J Walter Green/AP)

Continued from page 1...

Eddie Benton-Banai

Continued on page 6...
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Happy New Year! 
Would you like to get more active in the 
neighborhood this year?  Do you have skills you 
would like to share?  Are you a dreamer?  Can you 
cook or bake?  Are you fun-loving and creative?  
Are you a writer? Do you do photography or make 
videos?  Are you an artist, a musician, or dancer? 
2021 is shaping up to be a new start for EPIC.  
More community members are getting involved 
and new initiatives are starting up.  We are hiring 
an executive coordinator to help EPIC become 
more transparent and responsive to the 
community.  We would love you to get involved.

We want to hear from you: 

• Your hopes, dreams and ideas for making East 
Phillips a great place to live and work.

• Your issues, problems, and concerns.

• We are here.  Join us!

Support the Urban Farm! 
EPNI is raising money for legal fees and to post bond to 
continue the legal fight. Go to Gofundme and search for 
EPNI to donate.   For more info go to: EPNIfarm.org

Board Elections are this month! 
Due to COVID, we did not have board elections in 2020.  This year, all nine board 
positions are up for election: four in January and five in April.  We are looking for 
residents who would like to serve on the board.  Go to to the EPIC website for 
more  information and the board member application.  More information on  how 
to vote for board members will be posted on the EPIC website and Facebook page 
soon.  For questions contact: Sarah at epic.ssantiago@gmail.com

Light sculpture for EPIC greenway entrance 
You are invited to a zoom happy hour on Friday, January 8th, at 5:30pm to discuss 
the proposed sculpture to be located at the top of the Midtown Greenway’s 18th 
Ave. entrance ramp. The idea is to create exciting artwork that says, Wow!, lights up 
a dark area, and serves as a way-finding beacon. For more information contact Tim 
at thegreenwayguy@gmail.com  Zoom at: https://us02web.zoom. us/j/81328451267 

Trash Problems! 
This year has been bad for trash in our neighborhood. Neighbors are meeting 
together regularly to come up with a solution.  Please join us for short 20 minute 
block clean-ups every Saturday between 9-11am.  Cleaning up litter is a great way to 
connect with neighbors. Reach out to NACC or Southside Harm Reduction for 
biobags or use buckets to clean up needles and be sure to keep syringes separate 
from the rest of the trash. For more info on safely collecting syringes visit 
Southside's website or fill out their form on their website and they will come and 
pick up needles at specified locations.  Contact Nikolas at: 
subvert.designs@gmail.com

Upcoming Events 

January 7, 2021  at 7:00pm 
EPIC Board Meeting

January 8 at 5:30pm 
Greenway Sculpture Happy Hour 
Meeting — Zoom

January 14 at 6:30pm 
EPIC Community Meeting — Zoom

January 21, 7-8pm 
EPIC Executive committee meeting.  
Zoom

January 23 at TBD 
EPIC 2020 Annual meeting and 
election of board of directors — 
Zoom                                                                                

April 24 at TBD 
2021 EPIC Annual meeting and 
election of board of directors. Zoom 

Every Saturday 9-11 
Neighborhood trash pickup.

midtownglobalmarket.org
920 E. Lake Street | Mpls

Our G
ift 

To You!

East Ramp Only. Additional time at  
customer’s expense. One hour per visit only. 

1-HOUR FREE  
RAMP PARKING WITH  

ANY PURCHASE!

Alley cooks

Blueberry 
Soup 
COURTSEY THE AMERICAN SWEDISH 
INSTITUTE

Prep and cooking time 20 min
Serves 4 

• 750g / 1lb 10oz / 5 cups 
blueberries fresh or frozen

• 80g / 3oz / 1/3 cup plus 1 
tablespoon of sugar plus 
extra to taste

• 2 tablespoon potato starch 

Place berries in a large pot 
with the sugar and pour in 3 
cups of water (750ml / 25fl 
oz). 

Bring to a simmer over 
medium heat and cook for 5 
minutes.

In a small bowl, mix the 
potato starch with a couple 
of tablespoons of cold water, 
then stir it into the soup. 

Return to the boil and cook 
until it thickens, then taste and 
adjust the sweetness to your 
liking with a little sugar.

Enjoy!
VASALOPPET & 

BLUEBERRY SOUP 
(blåbärssoppa)

The American Swed-
ish Institute (ASI) is proud 
to keep traditions alive by 
honoring the history of ski-
ing and its connection with 

blueberry soup! Cross country 
skiing is an ancient mode of 
transport in the Nordic region 
and the Vasaloppet (Swedish 
for “Vasa Race”) has become 
the world’s oldest and largest 
cross country ski race. Its his-
tory encompasses everything 
from bloodbaths to friendship 
and heroic deeds! The Vasa-
loppet’s roots extend back to 
1521 when the Danish King 
Christian II ruled the Kalmar 
Union of Sweden, Norway and 
Denmark. Gustav Eriksson 
Vasa, the 24-year-old future 
King of Sweden, fled on skis 
from Mora towards Norway to 
escape Danish oppression and 
urge rebellion after his father, 
brother and 80 others were 
beheaded. He led the battle to 
a free Sweden and was elected 

King. Contemporary interest 
in skiing was linked in 1922 
to Vasa’s flight, launching the 
Vasaloppet race. 

Now during the race, each 
participant is offered refresh-
ments including the legendary 
blueberry soup (blåbärssoppa) 
which has been served since 
1958. During Vasaloppet week, 
approximately 50,000 litres 
of blueberry soup are served. 
While blueberry soup isn’t on 
the menu every day, there is 
a daily soup special and there 
are plenty of other menu items 
to fit your taste. When we 
resume operations, we invite 
you to visit ASI and to dine 
at FIKA located at 2600 Park 
Avenue in Minneapolis, ASImn.
org. Tack så mycket! 

PHOTO COURTSEY OF ASI



alleynews.org • January 2021 5

EAST PHILLIPS IMPROVEMENT COALITION                    
EPIC NEWS           JANUARY 2021 

For ZOOM links and more information: Eastphillips-epic.com | Email: epic.ssantiago@gmail.com

Happy New Year! 
Would you like to get more active in the 
neighborhood this year?  Do you have skills you 
would like to share?  Are you a dreamer?  Can you 
cook or bake?  Are you fun-loving and creative?  
Are you a writer? Do you do photography or make 
videos?  Are you an artist, a musician, or dancer? 
2021 is shaping up to be a new start for EPIC.  
More community members are getting involved 
and new initiatives are starting up.  We are hiring 
an executive coordinator to help EPIC become 
more transparent and responsive to the 
community.  We would love you to get involved.

We want to hear from you: 

• Your hopes, dreams and ideas for making East 
Phillips a great place to live and work.

• Your issues, problems, and concerns.

• We are here.  Join us!

Support the Urban Farm! 
EPNI is raising money for legal fees and to post bond to 
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block clean-ups every Saturday between 9-11am.  Cleaning up litter is a great way to 
connect with neighbors. Reach out to NACC or Southside Harm Reduction for 
biobags or use buckets to clean up needles and be sure to keep syringes separate 
from the rest of the trash. For more info on safely collecting syringes visit 
Southside's website or fill out their form on their website and they will come and 
pick up needles at specified locations.  Contact Nikolas at: 
subvert.designs@gmail.com
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January 7, 2021  at 7:00pm 
EPIC Board Meeting

January 8 at 5:30pm 
Greenway Sculpture Happy Hour 
Meeting — Zoom

January 14 at 6:30pm 
EPIC Community Meeting — Zoom

January 21, 7-8pm 
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Zoom

January 23 at TBD 
EPIC 2020 Annual meeting and 
election of board of directors — 
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2021 EPIC Annual meeting and 
election of board of directors. Zoom 
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The Fateful Day 
in Duluth:  
June 15, 1920
BY HOWARD MCQUITTER II

On June 15th, 1920, three young African 
American boys—Elias Clayton, 19 years old; 
Elmer Jackson, 19 years old; Isaac McGhie, 
20 years old—working for the John Robinson 
Circus were lynched by a white mob.

False accusations of rape of a white woman 
of nineteen years old by six African American 
men spread throughout Duluth.  Although 
a physician found no physical evidence of 
rape, it didn’t matter because the white mob 
(estimated between 10 and 15 thousand) was 
determined to lynch the three boys already in 
jail.  The mob was able to break into and nab 
Clayton, Jackson, and McGhie and the mob 
tried to break into a more fortified part of the 
jail where more Black men were jailed, but 
were not successful.

While the mob was in a frenzy, other Afri-
can Americans who unfortunately may have 
been in the way were thrown into Lake Supe-
rior. Contrary to popular belief, about 21,000 
African Americans lived in Duluth before 

the lynchings.  After the 1920 lynchings, 
the number of African Americans living in 
Duluth drastically declined.  Why would the 
average Black person still reside in Duluth 
when the majority of the white community 
turned against them?  Once the murderous 
mob did their deadly deeds and three Black 
bodies violated, the only punishment issued 
three white men were imprisoned for rioting.

Although the lynchings of Clayton, Jack-
son, and McGhie made headlines nationwide, 
soon after the “dust settled,” the horrific inci-
dents in Duluth that June 15, 1920, silence 
about what happened that hot summer day 
prevailed for decades.  In other words, 
“Minnesota Nice” went into cruising mode.  
(I found out about the Duluth lynchings, circa 
1966.)

The Duluth lynchings came on the heels of 
“Red Summer” of 1919, when racial tensions 
exploded in cities like Chicago and Omaha—
spreading into 25 cities—also to mention 
countless lynchings North and South with 

South High School 2020 Graduate Lawn signs designed by the Graduate Recognition Committee, purchased by 
South High Foundation, and delivered to graduate’s homes by teacher and staff volunteers following strict distanc-

ing protocol.  March 16 was the final day of classes, after schools were ordered closed; and May 13 was the first day 
signs were distributed.  Commencement will be virtual, streamed online, and broadcast on MPS Ch. 15, June 1, 8 p.m.

“CLASS of 2020: You Carry the 
Legacy of Resilience. We Know 
You Will Deliver!”*

To the South High Class of 2020, Even 
before the circumstances of the present day, 
you carry the legacy of resilience. You were 
all born shortly before or shortly after the 
events of 9-11-2001. You have experienced 
two recessions, three presidential elections of 
astounding historical significance, the emer-
gence of social media, and as South High 
scholars, you have always been at the fore of 
social awareness. Your class has further raised 

the social consciousness of climate change 
and social justice issues, as well as the de-stig-
matization of mental health issues. It has been 
said that because you are Minneapolis South 
High graduates, much will be expected from 
you. We know you will deliver!

With pride and highest regards,
Your South High Educators

* MIGIZI, South High, and Takoda 2020 
School Year Continued on pages 6 & 7

“Being alive 
and Native is an 
act of resistance, 
resilience and 
activism,” 
says Marcie Rendon

BY DWIGHT HOBBES
“Being alive and Native is an act of resis-

tance, resilience and activism. As long as we are 
breathing we are going against the oppression. 
For me, writing is a way to put voice to many 
of the stories in a way that is comprehensible to 
others, while creating a mirror for ourselves as 
Native people. At least that’s my hope.”

“Being Alive…” Continued on page 10

 Marcie Rendon, writer, grassroots firebrand

SIGWAN RENDON

June 15, 1920  Continued on page 10

Luisa and Patrick Continued on page 5

Postcard of the 1920 Duluth lynching: Two of the victims 
are still hanging while the third is laid on the ground.

WIKIPEDIA

GRADUATING

SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL FACEBOOK

u  Dakota 1862 Encampment & 
2020 Indignities to Indigenous 
people pg 6

u  New: “Art, No Chaser” pg 10 & 
“Dave’s Cave” pg 11

u  Four Sisters Farmer’s Market pg 9
u  BackYard Activities Continue! 

Pg 12

BY PETER MOLENAAR
Note: In the realm of politics and leadership, 

the designation of “opportunist” intends a pejora-
tive, i.e., it describes a person whose self-interest 
supersedes the longterm benefit of the whole.

By now, every reader of “the alley” newspaper, 
is aware that governance of Minneapolis intends 
to demolish the Roof Depot building which rests 
directly across the from Smith Foundry, and kitty-
corner from the Bituminous Roadways Company 
asphalt plant on East 28th Street. Actually, the 
demolition has secretly commenced, out of sight, 
within the walls. The intent is to create a stag-
ing ground for the city’s fleet of industrial trucks, 
many diesel, and their water and sewer pipes. In 
reality, this plan is a mean spirited slap to our face.

Hey, community activists have invested no 
small sum of time and money to draw up an 
alternative plan. Their plan, our plan, envisions 
green jobs, organic food, low rent housing, and 
more. But, no more pollution in this already over 
burdened neighborhood! Park the diesel truck 
fleet where foundry and asphalt fumes are not 
in the mix! UPHOLD THE FUTURE OF THE 
CHILDREN OF LITTLE EARTH!

It gets deeper…
Presently, despite the pandemic and the heat 

of summer, Smith Foundry workers continue 
to make molds from sand, pour molten iron, 
process and ship castings. Why? Because there 
are military contracts involved, and these work-
ers are deemed “essential” by the federal govern-
ment. Pray for them, please. Recent science has 
revealed that COVID-19 attaches to fine dust… 
iron foundries are dusty places.

and deeper…
The Roof Depot building and parking lot 

Pastors Luisa 
and Patrick 
Retire
BY CHRISTINE LEEHEY, BART BUCH, SANDY SPIELER, 
SUE HUNTER WEIR

“Pastors Patrick and Luisa Cabello 
Hansel have served St Paul’s Lutheran Faith 
Community for 15 years. Their art and poetry 
talents were gifts, to us and the community.” 
—Christine Leehey  

“Everywhere I go, I see Luisa and Patrick-
-as artists and directors of Semilla Center for 
Healing and the Arts. They planted many semi-
llas we will see long after their retirement.” 
—Bart Buch

“They retire June 15th, yet their influence 
will live on in Phillips Comunity, regional 
Faith Communities, and in my own life.” 
—Sandy Spieler

“At the heart is their pursuit of social justice 
and advocacy for voices are not always heard.  
They gave joy to my 99 yr old mother. There 
is no greater gift than that.”—Sue Hunter Weir

encapsulates ARSENIC and slows the move-
ment toward the Mississippi River of the arse-
nic-laced groundwater, samples from which 
register 700 times above the level deemed to 
be “safe”. Should this site be reduced to rubble 
and ARSENIC DUST? What fate awaits?

I have personally appealed for intervention 
from the Teamsters Union. Karen Clark, Jeff 
Hayden, and others are working the state legisla-
ture to STOP THIS MADNESS. TakeActionMn 
and Mn350 are on notice. Astutely, in an article 
in “the alley”, Clyde Bellecourt has appealed to 
Keith Ellison, our Attorney General.

Hear us, please. The arrogance of a city 
government cannot be allowed to threaten 
the lives of workers, children, and neighbors 
who ARE deemed—and who SHOULD BE 
deemed—“essential to the nation.” Issue an 
injunction: CEASE AND DESIST! 

Grant us a moment of respite during which 
certain city council persons might revisit their 
“conflicts of interest” and “retributions.” 

Then HONOR THE COMMUNITY’S 
VISION OF A BETTER WORLD. Please!Pastors Luisa and Patrick Cabello Hansel

LOWELL HANSON, 2014

Raise Your Voice: Commentary
Honor The Community’s Vision 
Of A Better World. Please!
Our Righteous Community
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SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL FACEBOOK

Tips from a 
COVID-19 Case 
Investigator
By LINDSEY FENNER

For the past two months, I have been reassigned  
as a COVID-19 Case Investigator. This means that 
everyday I have conversations with people who 
have tested positive for COVID-19. Over the next 
few months, I will share tips and ideas from this 
experience. This month, I want to introduce every-
one to what a Case Investigator does and what you 
should know if you get a call from one.

What happens when I test positive? 
After a positive test for COVID-19, you should 

be getting two phone calls: one phone call from the 
clinic where you got tested, and another phone call 
from a case investigator from the State of Minne-
sota Department of Health or a local public health 
agency. 

Why do we call?
We want to give you information about isola-

tion and quarantine. I spend most of my time 
answering questions, talking through what isola-
tion might look like, and making sure families have 
what they need to isolate and to stop the spread 
of COVID-19 to others. We also provide letters 
for work or school and can connect people with 
resources for essential needs while they are in 
isolation.

We also need to gather information to help 
understand this new virus and keep people safe. We 
only share private information with other people 
working in public health, like epidemiologists and 
other public health and infectious disease experts.
We also want to make sure everyone you had 
contact with while potentially infectious has the 
information they need to quarantine. We usually 
ask you to communicate quarantine information 
with friends and family. We do follow-up with 
workplaces if someone worked while they were 
infectious, but only so the workplace knows what 
to do to keep everyone safe. We only share your 
name with your permission. 

What should I know about the questions 
you ask? 

There is a reason behind every question we 
LOWELL HANSON, 2014
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Throughout my career, I fought to make 
health care available to every American.  I 
deeply believe that in order to recognize the 
dignity and worth of every human being, 

right to equal and 
affordable health care.  I have said it before, 
and I will say it again: In this country we 
are one family.  We are one house – the 
American house, the people’s house. And 
when one member of the house falls ill, 
it will affect us all – whether we want to 
admit it or not.

In the wake of this deadly virus, we should 
admit we have fallen short.  Health inequal-
ity is once again costing lives on a scale 
that no one can ignore.  Mr. Chairman, in 
order to save lives and right this wrong, 
we must listen, learn, and take action.  I 
believe in my heart of hearts that if we put 

system that result in communities of color 
bearing the disproportionate burden of a 
global health crisis.

Rep. John Lewis’ (GA)
Opening Comment for the Ways and Means Full Committee Hearing on The Disproportion-

ate Impact of COVID-19 on Communities of Color [abridged] May 27, 2020

Cordy Tindell Vivian  
(July 30, 1924 – July 17, 2020) 

“Leadership is found in the action to defeat that 
which would defeat you… You are made by the 

struggles you choose.”…C. T. Vivian
Reverend C. T. Vivian was an American minis-

ter, author, and close friend and lieutenant of 
Martin Luther King Jr. during the Civil Rights 

Movement.  Senator Barack Obama, speaking 
at Selma’s Brown Chapel on the March 2007, 

anniversary of the 1965 Selma to Montgomery 
marches, recognized Vivian in his opening 

remarks in the words of Martin L. King Jr. as 
“the greatest preacher to ever live.

Vivian resided in Atlanta, Georgia, and founded 
the C. T. Vivian Leadership Institute, Inc. He 
was a member of the Alpha Phi Alpha frater-

nity.  
Vivian died on July 17, 2020, in Atlanta two 

weeks before his 96th birthday, the same day 
as his friend and fellow activist, U. S. Rep. John 

Lewis.

Swim Safely at 
Home or Away
By H.Lynn Adelsman 
Modified from MN Dept. Natural Resources 
advice
 

With few or no lifeguards at Minneapo-
lis lakes and beaches this summer, please be 
aware of these safe practices:

 Always watch children around water, 
without being distracted. Phones can 
be distracting and contrary to child-
monitoring.
 Keep young children within arm’s reach 
of an adult at all times.
 Teach children how to swim. Con-
sider their age, development, and how 
comfortable they are around water. (See 
below for swim lesson resources).
 Empty buckets, containers, and kiddie 
pools immediately after use. Store them 
upside down so they don’t collect water.
 
devices.
 Children should wear a Coast Guard-
approved life jacket in the water.
 Be aware that fences are needed around 
home or apartment pools. A 4 foot tall, 
pool fence should surround all sides and 
have self-closing and self-latching gates 
to avoid children from entering unsafely 
without supervision.
 Drowning most often occurs silently; 
not like in movies where the victim 
shouts and waves their arms. People 
often cannot recognize a drowning that 
makes little noise as a person can’t cry 
out for help. Ask the person if they are 
alright.  If they can answer they likely 
are OK. If not quick action is needed. 
 Know what to do when rescue is needed 

object or extend a towel or paddle but 
release if the victim starts to pull you in 
and try something else.

Swimming During the COVID-19 Pan-
demic

Maintain your beach area with a towel, etc, 
at least 6 feet away from anyone not in your 
household. Then you can remove your 

Beloved civil rights 
icon John Lewis 
dies at age 80
By DWIGHT HOBBES

Committed to the cause of civil rights 
until his last days, enduring icon John 
Lewis, career U.S. congressman and 
beloved leader, commented on the national 
tragedy of George Floyd’s killing to CBS 

“This Morning’s” Gayle King. “The way 
this young man died…it made me so sad. 
It was so painful. It made me cry. I kept 
saying to myself, how many more?

“How many more young Black men will 
be murdered? The madness must stop. It 
was very moving…to see hundreds and 
thousands of people from all over America 
and around the world take to the streets to 
speak up, to speak out.”

He continued, “You cannot stop the call 
of history. You may use troopers. You may 

stopped. There cannot be any turning back. 
We have come too far and made too much 
progress to stop now and go back.”    

The long-revered elder statesman had 

equality since 1961 as one of the 13 origi-
nal Freedom Riders to challenge the rule 
of Jim Crow. In 1963, Lewis, a founding 
member of the Student Nonviolent Coor-
dinating Committee (SNCC), was elected 
to serve as chair, joining Martin Luther 
King Jr. as one of the “Big Six” leading the 
historic March on Washington for Jobs and 
Freedom.

After which, in 1964, the Civil Rights 
Act became law. Though unquestionably 
part of the force responsible for it becom-
ing law, Lewis was disappointed that it 
failed to protect African Americans from 
police brutality or afford the right to vote, 
describing it as “too little and too late.”

During his tenure, SNCC opened 
Freedom Schools, launched the Mississippi 
Freedom Summer, a hard-fought cam-
paign to register Black voters across the 
South. Lewis grew to national stature for 
his prominent role in the Selma to Mont-
gomery marches when, on March 7, 1965, 
known as “Bloody Sunday,” he and fellow 
activist Hosea Williams led over 600 
marchers across the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
in Selma, Alabama. This sped the passage 
of 1965’s Voting Rights Act.

Elected to the U.S. Congress, reelected 
16 times, Lewis represented Georgia’s 5th 
District, and was recognized as one of the 
most liberal congressmen to have repre-
sented a district in the Deep South. How-
ever, he was described by The Washington 

of activism, speaking out in support of gay 
rights and national health insurance. He 
opposed the U.S. waging of the 1991 Gulf 
War, and the 2000 trade agreement with 
China. He opposed the Clinton administra-
tion on NAFTA and welfare reform, which 
he decried as a political and moral affront, 
stating, “Where is the sense of decency? 

-
quer the world, only to lose its soul?”

An early opponent of the Iraq war, 
Lewis was cited by the Associated Press 

impeaching George W. Bush,” and arguing 
that the president “deliberately, systemati-
cally violated the law” in authorizing the 
National Security Agency to conduct wire-
taps without a warrant. Lewis said, “He is 
not king; he is president.”

In the wake of the mass shooting that 
took place on June 12, 2016, in Orlando, 
Florida, Lewis led a sit-in comprised of 
approximately 40 Democrats on the House 

attention to and force Congress to address  

Swimming safety..  Continued on page 4

“No man can put a chain about the ankle of his 
fellow man without at last finding the other 

end fastened about his own neck.”…Frederick 
Douglass, 1818-1895; social reformer, abolition-

ist, orator, writer, and statesman. After escaping 
from slavery in Maryland, he became a national 

leader of the abolitionist movement admired 
for his oratory and incisive antislavery writings.   
Read more about Frederick Douglass on page 7 

“Raise Your Voice” By Peter Molenaar.

George Floyd had big plans for life nearly 30 
years ago when 17 years old and said “I want 

to touch the world.” His tragic death when 
murdered while in police custody is power-

ing a movement against police brutality and 
racial injustice throughout the world.”  On the 

evening of Memorial Day 2020 his last words 
that did “touch the world” were, “MaMa. I can’t 

breathe!” George Floyd was born October 14, 
1973 and died on May 25, 2020 in Minneapolis 

at 38th St. and Chicago Avenue.

“Anchor the eternity of love in your own soul 
and embed this planet with goodness. Lean 
toward the whispers of your own heart, dis-

cover the universal truth, and follow its dictates. 
Release the need to hate, to harbor division, 

and the enticement of revenge. Release all bit-
terness. Hold only love, only peace in your heart, 

knowing that the battle of good to overcome 
evil is already won. Choose confrontation wisely, 
but when it is your time don’t be afraid to stand 

up, speak up, and speak out against injustice. 
And if you follow your truth down the road to 
peace and the affirmation of love, if you shine 

like a beacon for all to see, then the poetry of all 
the great dreamers and philosophers is yours to 
manifest in a nation, a world community, and a 

Beloved Community that is finally at peace with 
itself.”… U.S. Representative John Robert Lewis 

Feb. 21, 1940 – July 17, 2020

John Lewis..  Continued on page 4

MGM  

“Value” Passport  

page 4

“Listen, Learn, and Take Action!”
U.S. Representative John Robert Lewis
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CORDY TINDELL VIVIAN

GEORGE FLOYD FREDERICK DOUGLASS

JOHN ROBERT LEWISGeorge Floyd 
Hosmer Staff Remembers His Kindness 
RACHEL CASTRO, MARY DUBBS, LINDSEY FENNER, ERIC HOAGLUND, 
RHICA HOGUE, CHRIS KROWEZ, JAMES LEONARDO, MARGIT WILSON

Black Lives Matter. George Floyd was a patron of Hosmer 
Library. We remember him and his kindness. We mourn the 
murder of George Floyd at the hands of police in our neigh-
borhood. We acknowledge systemic racism and the library’s 
part in that system. We commit to holding our systems and 
ourselves accountable to uprooting and abolishing racism 
and white supremacy. We see how our community has held 
and supported each other. We see how you take care of your 
neighbors and your community spaces, including your library. 
Hosmer Library belongs to its community. We’re not going 
anywhere.

Chi-Miigwech –
Ojibwe and Wopida—
Dakota mean Thank 
you (very much)

AIM and Traditional 
Peacemaking are 
Still Here
EXCERPTS BY LAURA WATERMAN WITTSTOCK FROM “WE ARE STILL 
HERE,” AND BY CLYDE BELLECOURT FROM “THUNDER BEFORE THE 
STORM”
 “American Indian Vietnam vets were moving 
to the cities after their military service to find jobs to 
support their families.  In Minnesota, thousands left 
the reservations and moved to the cities to go to the 
schools and find jobs.  At the same time, negative 
attitudes toward Indians were widespread among the 
white police force, and nothing seemed to stop them 

from injuring people caught in the wrong place at the 
wrong time.”
 “Even with Federal Funding coming into 
Minneapolis for jobs training, there was not enough 
to keep up with the numbers of Indians who were 
moving into Minneapolis’ major cities.  The police, 
first enforcers of the law and, to an extent, of the mo-
res of the majority population, came into contact with 
Indian people in a very ugly way.”
 The Birth of American Indian Movement, 
Minneapolis, MN, July 29, 1968
 “From its founding on July 29, 1968, in a 
cramped loaned space at Twelfth and Plymouth on 
Minneapolis’ near north side, AIM focused on chil-
dren, who represented the future of Indian people.  
Clyde Bellecourt, one of the founders, said, ‘People 
were beaten down and afraid to speak out, so some-
thing had to be done.  We had to create an organiza-

tion to represent the people.’  According to Belle-
court, over a hundred people crammed into the room.  
Most lived on the south side of the city, so they had 
to find rides to get to the momentous meeting.  AIM 
soon opened its first offices at 1337 East Franklin 

Peace, Justice, Healing

Unique Diploma 
Framed by Resilience

To the Augsburg Fairview Academy 
Class of 2020:Franklin Community Library was Closed 
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 Your teachers, support staff, and I want to 
take a moment to say, “CONGRATULATIONS!”  
You each hold a very special place in our heart 
and in the fabric of our school community.  You 
are the first AFA graduating class unable to 
finish classes face-to-face, attend Senior Prom, 
and participate in the 2020 Commencement 
ceremony as we had planned.  COVID-19 took 
these milestone moments away from you.  How-
ever, you are also the first AFA graduating class 
to accept the challenge of distance learning, you 
continued to push forward with determination, 
and you have proven you are resilient.  You ex-
emplify the Circle of Courage and the principles 
of belonging, independence, mastery, and gener-
osity.
 You will never forget about the way your 
high school career ended.  It did not end with 
the pomp and circumstance you dreamed of, but 
you are finishing high school with a diploma you 
earned in a completely unique way.  Remember 
this moment in time.  Remember how deter-
mined and resilient you are on challenging days 
ahead.  Remember you have the skills and grit 
needed to accomplish your goals.  
 At AFA, we will always remember you, 
the Class of 2020.  You have forever made an 
imprint on our hearts and minds.

With love and pride,

Heidi E. Anderson
Executive Director
www.afa.  2504 Columbus Avenue

Peace House Community---A Place to Belong

Systemic Racism isn’t 
the Problem
By MARTI MALTBY
 In the aftermath of George Floyd’s death, 
I’ve heard a lot about systemic racism. As far as 
I can tell, though, no one is saying anything new. 
I first heard of systemic racism in university over 
25 years ago, and I’ve heard it discussed consis-
tently since then, and now I’m hearing it dis-
cussed more loudly. Unfortunately, and tragically, 
discussing “systemic racism” misses the point.

 The system isn’t an impersonal force. It 
is made and controlled by people, by us. But of 
course, some of us have more power and control 
over the system than others. Those (including 
me) who have power and privilege need to rec-
ognize their (our/my) power and privilege and 
then do something with it. Systemic racism (or 
whatever other impersonal term you want to use) 
shields them/us/me from personal responsibility 
for not doing what we can to change the system. 
So instead of discussing systemic racism, we/I 
need to start using “I” statements like:

• I will stop being scared of losing my privi-
lege. I will accept that I don’t need a new 

Say Their Names” Cemetery in South Minneapolis represents 
persons killed by law enforcement in the United States

the alley newspaper front page August 1976 of the Jones Block 
Building in which the American Indian Movement had its first 

office at 1337 East Franklin directly across avenue from the 
Franklin Community Library 1314 East Franklin Ave.

Franklin Front Yard Signs thanking American Indian Movement 
Patrol and Black Lives Matter and Rest in Peace Tributes to 

George Floyd

Franklin Community Library was Closed for renovation in 2019 
and ready to reopen when Covid-19 Closure was necessary and 
now boarded to protect the Historic community “treasure” from 

vandalism during June 2020 riots and protected by AIM and 
neighbors. “Thank you very much.” said in Ojibwe and Dakota lan-

guages with AIM Logo

George Floyd Mural 

BEN HEATH

BEN HEATH

NEWSPAPER PHOTO HARVEY WINJE 1976 
FRONT PAGE GARY COX

HARVEY WINJE

AIM and Traditional Peacemaking Continued on page 6 A Place to Belong Continued on page 6

Grief and Mourning-
CWC Pg 12 & 9

Physical Distance  Continued on page 4

Takoda  Continued on page 5

Clyde Bellecourt  Continued on page 6

Neighbors demonstrate their work and support of the 
EPNI Initiative recently at the corner of 28th Street and Longfellow Ave.

Computer rendering of the Lake Street &35W Transit Station

Students at Takoda Institute 

Physical 
Distance While 
Still Connecting
Adapting to (COVID-19)

By HARRY LEED, Phillips Neighborhood Clinic 
A policy of “social distancing” has been 

implemented by schools, universities, busi-
nesses, and the state.   Social Distancing, 
however, is a poor term; we need Physical 
Distancing.

Viruses and bacteria can travel in droplets, 
particles that can move through the air up to 
6 feet or (sometimes) even farther. Scientists 
talk about a “chain” of infection.  Any break 
in the “chain” can keep disease from spread-
ing.  That is why people are asked to avoid 
touching their faces and to stay away from 
others when feeling sick.  In other words, 
maintain good hygiene and keep at arm’s 
length from other people when reasonably 
possible.

We do not want this to end our social lives, 
however.  We talk about too little about the 
role of mental health in relation to physical 
health.  Stress hurts your immune system, 
which is the heavy hitter when it comes to 
defense against disease.  It may seem hard 
not to be stressed by a situation in which 
you find yourself, but you can try to think of 
relaxation as something you can do actively 
to boost your health.  Think of relaxation and 
positive thoughts as a kind of medicine that 
can reinforce your physical wellbeing.  Medi-
tate, call a friend for a good laugh, or smile. It 
might seem kind of silly, but striving towards 
a good attitude will strengthen every aspect 
of your life, even if you feel crummy.

Diseases do not discriminate, and neither 
should we.  Be available for emotional 
support to your friends, family, and greater 

Takoda—All 
Are Welcome
Adapting to Needs

By ERIN WOLF, Takoda Institute  
Takoda, previously known as the Amer-

ican Indian OIC, was founded in 1979 in 
response to the damaging education and 
employment disparities faced by Indigenous 
people within the Twin Cities metropolitan 
area.  Since its foundation, the organiza-
tion has grown a workforce of over 25,000 
through its culturally-relevant education, 
training, and workforce programs.  Each 
year, over 900 people, affiliated with tribal 

Clyde Bellecourt, 
“Keith Ellison, 
crisis in Phillips! 
Join us in mutual 
pursuit of justice!”  
March 9, 2020  
Dear Attorney 
General Keith Ellison,

Thank you for 
your attention to this 
crisis in our Commu-
nity.  East Phillips, as 
you know, is the most 
diverse neighborhood 
in all of Minneapo-
lis.  It is also the poor-
est on the South Side 
and the most overbur-
dened with pollution 
from arsenic, lead, and 
airborne pollution from freeways, cars, and 
trucks as well as industrial pollution from a 
foundry and an asphalt plant.  All of this is 
well documented, and results in more emer-
gency room visits from asthma, more cases of 
children with lead poisoning, and more inci-
dences of other ailments such as heart disease 
that are also linked to pollutants in the air.

When the 230,000 square foot Sears Ware-
house occupied by Roof Depot Co. came up for 
sale, the Neighborhood; led by Little Earth of 
United Tribes, Tamales y Bicycletas, Somali 
Chemical Awareness, Women’s Environmental 
Institute, East Phillips Improvement Coalition, 
and others drew up a plan that would create an 
Indoor Urban Farm with “green” jobs and job 
training, a community commercial kitchen, an 
all nations World Café and Market, a bike repair 
and assembly facility right on the Midtown 

ADAPTING

Good Things Come to Those 
Who Wait 
Adapting traffic – Construction Update: New Lake Street & 35W 
Transit Station  

Good Things  Continued on page 6

City Denies Neighborhood 
Initiative, Disregards Laws and 
Guidelines, and Threatens Housing

City Denies Neighborhood Initiative  Continued on page 6

By FORMER STATE REPRESENTATIVE KAREN CLARK  
and STATE SENATOR PATRICIA TORRES RAY

East Phillips Neighborhood, the lowest-
income neighborhood in Minneapolis, where 
the majority of residents are indigenous and 
people of color, ironically designated by the 
city of Minneapolis as a “Green Opportunity 
Zone” — was declared a federal “residential 
arsenic superfund site” in 2000.  Industrial 
arsenic pesticide contamination was found 
in more than 500 homes in the area.  To 
compound the situation, the city threatened 

to use “eminent domain” to take control of a 
large,  prime development site, known as the 
“Roof Depot,” with the intention of turning 
it into a storage yard 
— a place to relocate 
the entire Department 
of Public Works Water 
Yards.

The site will be 
used to store sewer/
water pipes, manhole 
covers, water hydrants 

BY MNDOT ADAPTED BY GUSTAVO MANCILLA
As part of the 35W@94 project, MnDOT 

and Metro Transit are building a new tran-
sit station at I-35W & Lake Street Transit 
Station. The transit station is scheduled to 
open in late 2021 with the launch of the 
METRO Orange Line Bus Rapid Transit 
service along I-35W.

A new stage for this construction project at 
Lake Street will begin this spring (early April) 
– if weather permitting - and is anticipated to 
take two years and be completed by Fall 2021. 

Pedestrians and drivers must know that 
Lake St. will, in general, remain open with 
one lane available in each direction and 

access to all businesses will be maintained 
during the con-struction.

The new transit station will include 
great new amenities, such as bike parking, 
benches, real-time bus arrival information, 
heating, trash and recycling bins, a station 
marker, and an in-formation kiosk.  

The station will provide a significant 
upgrades in comfort and safety in compari-
son to existing bus stops. From the station, 
it will take riders 7 minutes to get down-
town. There will be ap-proximately 700 
buses stopping at the station each day, and 
100 buses traveling downtown will stop here 
during rush hour. 

Nee Gonn Way Wee 
Dun ---‘Thunder Before 
the Storm’ A.K.A Clyde 
Bellecourt, Co-Founder 

of American Indian 
Movement

ELIZABETH CAMPBELL

COURTESY MNDOT & GUSTAVO MANCILLA

COURTESY OF TAKODA INSTITUTE

By PATRICK CABELLO HANSEL
This is the most important election of your 

lifetime.  I’m sure you’ve heard that before, and 
will hear it again. Nonetheless, 2020 presents 
a stark choice to us: not only electing a Presi-
dent and Congress, but faced with an even more 
important decision.  Will we continue to be led by 
fear and division that plague us, or will we find 
the courage to speak truth in power and in love.

“Searching,” by Patrick Cabello Hansel, 
returns to The Alley Newspaper  with a sequel 
to his 34 Chapter saga published from March 
2009 to February 2012. Read a sequel and 

Peace More  
Than Ever!
Adapting with Truth and Love

Page 8
See State Senator 

Jeff Hayden’s letter 
to the Minneapolis  

City Council 
 

The ELC is open to new members 
The Alley Editorial Leadership Commit-
tee does a wide range of supportive tasks 
so the Board of Directors and Program & 
Engagement Coordinator can focus on 
core duties. Involvement/tasks are adapt-
able to time available and individual inter-
ests. Interested and/or questions? 
copydesk@alleynews.org; 612-990-4022

In this issue:
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        REMEMBERING
“Those Who 

Went Before”
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Remembering  Continued on page 10

A perfectly appointed tiny table and chairs. Tiny ice cubes. Tiny potato.

Mobile Outreach 
and Outdoor 
Drop-In (MOODI)

MOODI is grounded in the cultural well-
ness approaches to moving from race to culture 

and community healings.  The Cultural Well-
ness Center is located one block away from 
Peavey Park on the Hope community campus. 
The MOODI model is created by partners 
who have joined forces over the years to 
reverse the practice of individualism, loss of 
community, and loss of culture.  Our response 
to the Corona-virus is to show up in commu-
nity, practice social distancing but share our 

resources including cultural and spiritual 
resource because we know that in this we must 
unite. Our effort is a collaboration between 
the people from the Cultural Wellness Center 
and Anam Cara (an incubated initiative of the 
CWC) along with community volunteers, 
health, social, and outreach workers.

Commentary on  
EPNI Urban Farm 

Common 
Sense for the 
Common Good 
By HARVEY WINJE

Before Covid-19, many cities across the 
U.S.–including Mpls.–were responding to 
climate change and racial discrimination 
by changing guidelines, revenue recipients, 
zoning, and goals. Housing, food, and jobs near 
public transportation—walking paths, bike 
trails, bus, and light rai—were common goals 
for the common good that was common sense.

REMEMBERING
Covid-19 Pandemic experiences 
make lasting memories.  
Here are some memories  
sent by a few neighbors.   
What will you be remembering?  

• Remembering the ways of being present. 
There are ways of being present that do not 
require us to be physically present in times 
like these. 

• Remembering there was a time when 
people wrote letters to one another to be pres-
ent in mind, heart, and spirit. 

• Remembering teachers who needed to 
quickly increase technical skills for online 
teaching.

• Remembering Grocery stores are 
ransacked and Charmin Ultra Soft essentially 
replaces the dollar as the official U.S. currency.  

• Remembering the clean skies as we 
stopped driving our cars.

• Remembering the birds singing and the 
flowers blooming in this glorious spring.

• Remembering we sang when we washed 
our hands.

• Remembering how challenging it was 
to learn the idiosyncrsies and benefits of 
“Zoom” conversations, meetings, and 
learning.

• Remembering when we have the will we 
can pay the unemployed, empty the jails, feed 
the hungry, and house the homeless.

• Remembering whose work is essential. 
• Remembering that the essential workers 

still had to fight for a living wage and safe 
working conditions. 

• Remembering March 2020 was the first 
month in eighteen years without a school 
shooting in the U.S.

• Remembering the employers who cut 
their top pay to keep paying everyone at the 
bottom or started fundraisers, or found work, 
or continued health insurance. Remembering 
the employers who did none of those things.

LOST 2020: Laypeople’s Outdoor 
Sculpture Trail
By SAM MOLSTAD, Host

Are you finding yourself with time in 
your hands?  Are you looking for ways to 
harness your Power?

If your answer was “yes,” then please 
join us in creating the Laypeople’s Outdoor 
Sculpture Trail!

WHAT? 
You and your household will create a 

sculpture to display in a prominent outdoor 
location at your residence. Then, we at LOST 
will generate a map of sites where sculptures 
are located. The map will be posted online 
and delivered to your mailbox by LOST 
upon request.

WHEN?
Please submit your intent to sculpt as a 

direct message to Sam Molstad and include 
the address of where your sculpture will be 
located. The map will be posted and distri-
bution began April 11th.

WHY?
Why not?

We at LOST thank you in advance for 
your participation in this community build-
ing event designed with appropriate social 
distancing techniques in mind.

Check this event and our website at 
https://lostcorp.tumblr.com/ for updates.

Report by BEN HEATH
April 11th was the first day of the first 

South Minneapolis Laypeople’s Outdoor 
Sculpture Trail (LOST). Organized by Phil-
lips neighborhood resident, Sam Molstad, 
non-sculptors across South Minneapolis 
displayed their creations in their front yards. 
Many folks made art from recycled, found, 
and natural materials including tree fungus, 
broken tiles, car jacks, holiday decorations, 
a potato, and holey tights. Sculptures are up 
through April and into May.

There is a facebook event page, and a 
google map of all the locations. So far there 
are 12 sites, some of them have more than 
one sculpture (or so much stuff in their yards 
it is hard to tell! ha!) It will be updated as 
sculptures are added/ removed. 

New ways to 
live...heal the 
earth...as healed 
By KITTY O’MEARA
And the people stayed home.
And read books and listened, and rested and exercised,
and made art and played games,
and learned new ways of being and were still.
And listened more deeply.
Some meditated, some prayed, some danced.
Some met their shadows.
And the people began to think differently.
And the people healed.
And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, 
dangerous, mindless and heartless ways the earth 
began to heal.
And when the danger passed, and the people joined 
together again,
they grieved their losses, and made new choices,
and dreamed new images,
and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully,
as they had been healed.

A rogue headstone escaped from nearby 
Pioneer Cemetery

Remembering 1980-1993 STOP 750 Truck Transfer 
Station Campaign in E. Phillips  SUCCESS!  2020 AGAIN?

Honor Guard at 2017 Pioneer and Soldiers Memorial 
Cemetery Memorial Day Celebration

Mobile Outreach and Outdoor Drop In at Peavey Park 
Chicago and Franklin Avenues, Daily 1 PM - 3 PM

BEN HEATH TIM MCCALL SANDY SPIELER MINKARA TEZET

REMEMBERING

Use Poster 
on Page 6 
to support 

East Phillips 
Urban Farm 

Project

BEN HEATH

Common Sense  Continued on page 7

Be Counted in 2020 Census 
23,800 people are anticipated will not be 

counted who live in Ventura Village,  
Phillips West, Midtown Phillips, East Phillips, 
Whittier, Cedar-Riverside, Seward, Corcoran, 
Powderhorn Park & Central Neighborhoods. 

Let’s prove this estimate incorrect!

LISTENING

Movie Corner | WARNER BROS | p10Winter at Pioneers & Soldiers Cemetery | TIMOTHY McCALL | p3 Julie Ingebretsen & Tom O’Connell at Alley Gathering | FPP-AARON THOMSON | p6,7 Representative Ilhan Omar | COURTESY US HOUSE | p11

Father of Waters overseeing Phillips Urban Farm Lobbying at City Hall Lobby | BRAD PASS 20/20 Vision | DAVE MOORE, LINNEA HADAWAY | p11 Healthy food served by Dreamland Heritage Culinary | ROBERTA BARNES | p12

“Pete the Greek from Crete” at Peace House Community | MIKE HAZARD | p9 Siama’s Congo Music at Alley Gathering | FPP-AARON THOMSON | p6,7

Marcel 
Marceau 

Listening

IS……. Connecting Neighbors,  
Giving Truth and Democracy a Jog Forward,  
Promoting Art and Culture, Advocating on Issues,  
Building Healthy Community, Facilitating  
Deliberation, Lifting Every Voice,  
Documenting History, Agitating for Change

The Alley Newspaper

BY LINDSEY FENNER
The City of Minneapolis is piloting a proj-

ect for syringe litter clean up and disposal, 
centered around the Phillips Community. 
The project is in response to the concern-
ing amount of syringe litter Phillips resi-
dents encounter on a daily basis. The City 
began doing syringe litter sweeps in July 
and August along Bloomington Avenue, the 
Greenway, and adjacent alleys. Most recently, 
in November, the City installed ten Syringe 
Drop Boxes in and near Phillips to continue 
to address the issue. The boxes will be emp-
tied weekly and can be easily reinstalled if 
the location needs to be adjusted. According 
to a city spokesperson, 800 syringes have 
been collected from the Drop Boxes between 
November 6 and November 27, with the 
majority collected at 25th and Bloomington. 
In addition, there will be a pilot of 30 syringe 
disposal buckets for use by businesses and 
non-profits. The project is currently fund-

BY LAURA WATERMAN WITTSTOCK
It is often said of two people who have 

been together for many years that they give 
great gifts to one another beyond the gifts 
of love and caring. That and much more 
was true of David and Linda Back McKay, 
married for thirty-five years before her 
untimely death. Linda was a young and 
published poet when she went to KFAI in 
the Phillips Neighborhood, drawn to its vol-
unteer strength and driven by her own desire 
to learn prose writing in the hot atmosphere 
of news deadlines rather than in a cool, dry 
academic classroom. There she met David 
McKay in about 1983. David taught her how 
to meet deadlines by selecting and re-writing 
the latest news items that would be of interest 
to KFAI listeners. 

In the early 80s the radio station was a 
primary news source, tuned into by thou-
sands of listeners in the pre-internet and 
pre-cellphone days. News was available that 
could not be heard over what was consid-
ered mainstream and it was a joy for David 

and Linda to provide it for KFAI listeners. 
News was expected to include a progressive 
perspective and cover issues not heard over 
commercial radio. There was little indication 
that something really big was on the horizon 
that would threaten radio, and what was then 
known as television and print, picking them 
up like fragile toys and breaking them in the 
fall. The internet and media have grown way 
beyond early expectations, but community 
radio and print are still standing and David is 
still volunteering there. 

Phillips Community is focus of 
syringe disposal pilot program

Two lives well lived together

Syringe disposal pilot  Continued on page 4 Tribute  Continued on page 5

LINDSEY FENNER

COURTESY OF THE MCKAY FAMILY 

David McKay and Linda Back KcKay  
(April 21, 1947 - September 17, 2019) 
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By MICHELLE BENSON
Dorothy Benson, my mother, was a resident of the 

Phillips Neighborhood since the early 1950’s. She and 
my father fought very hard against “Model Cities”** in 
the sixties which were trying to isolate and divide Phillips 
Neighborhood by building freeways like what happened 
to Rondo neighborhood in St. Paul. They were both very 
immersed in the DFL (Democratic Farmer Labor party), 
politics, PNIA (Phillips Neighborhood Improvement 
Association), and Neighborhood activism.

Philips Neighborhood is where she raised us; a family 
of six children. While the youngest was in diapers, the 
oldest was in college. My father worked a day job while 

my mom had a day care business along with the 
full time job of raising us, too. However, we 
were not the only children mom inspired along 
the way. My sister reminded me of the Christ-
mases when mom took neighborhood kids in, 

five or six at a time, and they made homemade Christmas cookies from scratch. They 
would all take their treats home and mom would tell them to “send the next group of kids!”

My mother was very compassionate about the kids. She would always try to find time 
to read to them out on the porch, or ask them if they were hungry because she knew how 
important it was and what some of their situations were at home.

Dorothy Benson: Daughter’s Tribute

“I guess because they were hungry.”

Dorothy Benson  Continued on page 5Amitav Ghosh  Continued on page 5

COUNTING

Artwork by Ricardo Levins Morales. Curated by Creative CityMaking Artists Roxanne Anderson and Anna Meyer for 
the WeCount Minneapolis Census 2020. Creative CityMaking is a program of The Office of Arts, Culture and the Creative 
Economy at the City of Minneapolis. Funding is provided by the National Endowment for the Arts and The Kresge 
Foundation. For more information on WeCount Minneapolis Census 2020, please visit http://bit.ly//ccmcensus2020.

Indigenous Women’s March  
Feb. 14, 2020 - Hundreds honored Missing 
and Murdered Women seeking action.

Dwight Hobbes’ column 
Something I Said begins in The Alley - P11

 COURTESY M SPOKESMAN-RECORDER

Alley ELC Intro P4 
Alley 2019 Front Pages and 
Alley Help Wanted P6 & 7  

Alberder 
Gillespie
Leads Mpls. 
Census
By CITY NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Alberder Gillespie, Mpls. 2020 Census 
Project Coordinator is leading Mpls.’ efforts 
to ensure that all  residents are accurately 
counted. An accurate population count is 
vital in determining political representation 
for Minnesota and federal funding.

Alberder Gillespie

“Ron Edwards [1959-2020], the proverbial 
soldier, educator, and defender of Twin 
Cities Black Community.”

- Howard McQuitter II
Tribute of Edwards by Howard in April Alley.

About The Artist 
Ricardo Levins Morales - P8

 

“Ghosh’s book serves as a great writer’s summons to confront the most urgent 
task of our time.”

“Are we deranged? The acclaimed Indian novelist Amitav 
Ghosh argues that future generations will think so. How 
else to explain our imaginative failure in the face of global 
warming?  In his first major book of non-fiction since “In an 
Antique Land”, Ghosh examines our inability–-at the level 
of literature, history and politics—to grasp the scale and 
violence of climate change.

“The extreme nature of today’s climate events, Ghosh 
asserts, makes them peculiarly resisitant to contemporary 
modes of thinking and imagining. This is particularly true 
of serious literary fiction: hundred-year storms and freakish 
tornadoes simply feel too improbable for the novel; they are 

Publisher’s Jacket Preview
“The Great Derangement: 
Climate Change and the 
Unthinkable” 
By AMITAV GHOSH; 
The University of Chicago Press, 2016

“My mother was a self-made woman 
who excelled in everything–activism, 
selling, cooking, and being a mother to 
us and the neighborhood.”

Dorothy Benson

Projected 2020 Census Under-COUNT in Alley Radius! - See P3

WE COUNT! P9

MARCH 2020
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Rites of passage  Continued on page 7

Indigenous People’s Task Force – Pg 9 “Black Wings” Review by Dwight Hobbes – Pg 7 Impeachment 1868 Wendell Phillips – Pg 11 Dreamland Corridor on 38th St. – Pg 12 Top Movies of 2019 – Pg 10

BY ELDER ATUM AZZAHIR AND MINKARA 
TEZET, CULTURAL WELLNESS CENTER

On Dec. 11, 2019, the Council for 
Black Male Success and the Cultural 
Wellness Center held a Manhood 
Rites of Passage ceremony at the 
Minnesota Historical Society. The 
men, who ranged from 11 to 27 years 
old, completed an 11-week cultural 
self-study curriculum designed by 
the Cultural Wellness Center. The 
curriculum and the Rites of Passage 
ceremony stem from the Cultural 
Wellness Center’s research into 
African people, traditions and ritu-
als since ancient times.

“In order for black men to move 
ahead and become leaders—to 
become the backbone of their 
community—they need to recover 
the culturally grounded manhood 
that was lost during enslavement,” 
said Elder Atum Azzahir, executive 
director of the Cultural Wellness 
Center. “Black male culture has 
become reactionary to life experi-
ences under the dominant system, 
instead of one grounded in our 
cultural practices.”

After 11 weeks of sessions, the 
Council for Black Male Success 
and the Cultural Wellness Center 
presented the young men, the “initi-
ates,” to the community. According 
to Azzahir, the initiates went from 

“feeling empty of culture and history” 
to sharing a “full representation of 
themselves as historical human 
beings,” ready to create their future.

“On stage, you could see the men 
embodying the legacy of strength, 
beauty, gentleness and a masculin-
ity that is a benefit, not a weapon,” 
said Azzahir. “This collaborative 
seeks to invest in and uplift a differ-
ent model of manhood. Several of 
the young men spoke to their abil-
ity to see themselves as black men 
who can be both compassionate and 
guided by principle.” 

The Council of Black Male 
Success comprises Above the 
EDGE, Aurora/St. Anthony Devel-
opment Corp., Bolder Options, 
Change, Inc., Every Body’s In, High 
School of Recording Arts, I AM 
Resources, Irreducible Grace Foun-
dation, Mentoring Young Adults, 
MN Literacy Council, Past Athletes 
Concerned About Education (PACE) 
Program, Ramsey County, The JFK 
Movement, The Sanneh Foundation, 
Soul Touch Productions, St. Paul 
Youth Services, Ujamaa Place and 
YWCA St. Paul. The council was 
seeded by the Saint Paul Foundation. 
Each nonprofit organization selected 
one or two young men to participate 
in the Rites of Passage program.

Minnesota State Senator Jeff 
Hayden and Tony Sanneh, presi-
dent and CEO of The Sanneh Foun-
dation, served as keynote speakers 
at the Rites of Passage celebra-
tion. Sanneh, whose father is from 
Gambia, recalled boyhood visits to 
the African country to learn about 
his culture.

F E B R U A R Y  ' 2 0  N E W S  

VENTURA VILLAGE 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

Minneapolis Ventura Village is located upstairs in the Phillips Community Center at 2323-11th Avenue South 612-874-9070

UPCOMING VENTURA VILLAGE MEETINGS: 

Supervisor—Glenn
Burt, glenn.burt@minneapolismn.gov
Native American Community – Deanna
Beaulieu, deanna.beaulieu@minneapolismn.gov      
  
African American Community – Bo
Powell, broderick.powell@minneapolismn.gov
LatinX Community – Cecilia
Robbins, cecilia.robbins@minneapolismn.gov
LGBTQIA+ Community – Katie
Miller, katie.miller@minneapolismn.gov
East African/Somali Community - Mohamed A.
Mohamed, mohamed.mohamed@minneapolismn.g
ov
Intimate Partner/Domestic Violence Survivors –
CeCe Rude, cecilia.rude@minneapolismn.gov

The Minneapolis Police Department has a relatively
new unit that I want readers to know about.  The
Community Navigator Unit is just over one year old,
and is now actively making significant connections
with neighborhood leaders and residents in the City.
 
Who are the Navigators?  Navigators are subject
matter experts on cultural and issue-specific
dynamics and community resources.  Their collective
expertise encompasses the following
cultures/communities: Native American, African
American, LatinX, LGBTQIA+, East African/Somali,
and Intimate Partner/Domestic Violence Survivors.
 
What do Navigators Do?  Navigators serve as a
resource for community members, patrol officers,
investigators and MPD leadership. They work with
the community and the Minneapolis Police
Department to generate and recommend workable
solutions for identified and assigned
police/community issues and concern.
 
Break it Down:  In my role as a Crime Prevention
Specialist, I engage residents and businesses in my
sector to proactively increase safety through offering
Personal Safety Workshops, Home and Business
Security Evaluations, and recruiting and assisting
block leaders.  My role and that of Navigators are
similar in that our work is community based with a
focus of bridge-building between the Police and
residents.  Where the Navigator role diverges is that
they have a heavier focus in liaising Police and
community on patrol calls, or after a crime has
occurred.  Being content experts in specific cultures,
they are well equipped to help officers and
investigators overcome barriers to engagement.
 
Current Community Navigators are:

 
Navigators want to be invited to your next
event!  Contact Navigator Supervisor Glenn
Burt, glenn.burt@minneapolismn.gov to coordinate.

MINNEAPOLIS COMMUNITY NAVIGATORS-
UPDATE FROM CPS, KALI PLIEGO: 
 

 

Indigenous Peoples Task Force is scheduled to break ground on the Mikwanedun Audisookon Art
and Wellness Center this year.  Mikwanedun Audisookon means “remembering our teachings” in
Ojibwe.  The Center will enable IPTF to gather all its programs under one roof.  This important
community asset will allow IPTF to expand health education and employment for youth and adults;
new opportunities for workforce training and entrepreneurial development will be created. 
 Mikwanedun Audisookon also offers a chance to strengthen cross-cultural understanding and our
relationship with the environment. 
 
Located at 2313 13th Ave. S., the 12,000 square foot building will be constructed using stabilized
compressed earth block (SCEB), an indigenous-based green building technique that is more energy-
efficient and environmentally sensible than conventional construction.  Local young adults are being
trained to make and build with the SCEB blocks.  Last year, as part of an initial SCEB training,
students constructed an SCEB building that will be used for short-term storage and curing
vegetables. Ecologically beneficial landscaping will also be incorporated in the new building, such as
best watershed management practices, gardens for Native American heirloom crops, and a green
roof planted with medicinals and other culturally important plants. 
 
The next SCEB training is being scheduled for sometime this May.  For more information about the
training or Mikwanedun Audisookon, please contact Mike Neumann at 651-260-9787.

IPTF TO BREAK GROUND ON MIKWANEDUN AUDISOOKON CENTER FOR ART 
AND WELLNESS IN 2020
 

ALL RESIDENTS ARE WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE: VISITORS WELCOME TO ATTEND!

Wednesday, February 12th: Board of Directors Meeting: 6 pm
Tuesday, February 25th: Community Engagement Committee: 6 pm
Thursday, February 25th: Housing & Land Committee: 5:30 pm

 
Wednesday, February 12th: General Membership Meeting: 7 pm
Tuesday, February 25th: Wellness, Gardening & Greening Committee: 7 pm 
Thursday, February 25th: Crime & Safety Committee : 6:30 pm

 

 

Photos submitted by Mike Neumann

At the January 8th, 2020 Ventura
Village Board of Directors

meeting Daniel Dorff, Elizabeth
Ihde, Ray Peterson, and Thor

Adam were reelected as officers
(left).   And at the General

Membership meeting, Third
Precinct Crime Prevention

Specialist Kali Pliego gave her
monthly report to the

neighborhood association (right).

 

CULTURAL WELLNESS CENTER

Manhood Rites of Passage Initiates: Jamal Williams, Christian McCleary, 
Corey Byrd, Jamir Williams, DJ Brooks, Trea Edwards, Sha-suAdili,  
Jaleel Simpson, Monte Moldonada, Jaron Major, Darrin Lofton, 
Quadree Drakeford

City Council and Staffs opposing plan

Phillips seeks jobs, food & housing 
that are green and community-guided

KATIE SIMON 

Little Earth drummers and Karen Clark amongst 50 neighbors at City 
Hall on Jan.17, 2020. They attended to express their support for the 
grassroots efforts of Phillips neighbors and organizations to create an 
environmentally sound development with affordable housing, food 
production, and small business employment opportunities called the 
Urban Farm. 

East Phillips Neighborhood Institute,  
EPNI, requests official City Council 
hearings on health impact assessment 
and environmental justice

Manhood rites of passage 
ceremony celebrates 
15 Black male initiates

A Chinese Lunar New 
Year celebration at the 
Midtown Global Market
BY J. MARIE FIEGER & MEGAN BENEDICT 

This Lunar New Year Celebra-
tion on Saturday, January 18. 2020 
was a free public event featuring live 
music, a traditional Chinese Lion 

dance by Ha-Family Entertain-
ment, Chinese Heritage Founda-
tion activities, a free kid’s craft 
table making dragons, specially 
staged, decorative photographs 

Continued on page 10

Brief Background by The Alley Newspaper
Land and buildings in every sector of Phillips have been challenged by large institutions, smaller non-profits, 

businesses, public schools, parks, and the City and County since the City was founded. The colonizing of this 
land and its people centuries ago seems to have set a pattern that is extremely difficult to overcome. Phillips 
has suffered many losses throughout the large, 21,000 population neighborhood, but the southeast corner of 
Phillips has had an unequal amount of threats and (a few successes) like the 12-year-long Garbage Transfer 
Station struggle (with HN County and the City of Mpls.) and a second Incinerator threat (with a private enter-
prise having “complicated” ownership) a few years later. An arsenic superfund site existed on land connected to 
the Roof Depot site. The defeat of building a Garbage Transfer Station avoided 750 garbage compactor trucks 
driving through Phillips every day. Now the City with a different City Council is threatening Phillips by adding 
494 trucks driving through Phillips everyday and not conforming to state and environmental regulations to do 
it. Phillips is continuing the six-year long struggle to use at least a portion of the Roof Depot 7-acre site if not the 
whole parcel as originally planned. Here is their next step of trying to meet the City part way.

BY DEAN DOVOLIS, EPNI PRESIDENT AND 
CASSIE HOLMES, EPNI VICE PRESIDENT

East Phillips Neighborhood 
Institute (EPNI) and many 
concerned citizens are requesting 
the Minneapolis City Council to 
do two things:

1. To hold a City Council Hear-
ing on the findings of the recently 
published South Side Green Zone 
Health Impact Assessment for 
the Phillips Community (HIA). 
This publicly funded study docu-
ments health inequities that expose 
the environmental injustice that 
has resulted from decades of envi-
ronmental racism and social and 
economic disparities in Phillips, 
especially East Phillips. It makes 
strong recommendations for posi-
tive corrective actions by the City of 
Minneapolis. However we believe 
that these recommendations are 
being violated in the city’s proposal 
for expanding its Public Work’s 
Water Yard in East Phillips. This HIA 
research was done by neighborhood 
groups with state funding and was 
not published until November 2019. 
We want the City to hold an official 

EPNI  Continued on page 6

COURTESY OF MIDTOWN GLOBAL MARKET

FEBRUARY 2020

alleynews.org

VOL. 45, NUMBER 1 ©2020 Alley Communications, Inc.

Of, By, and For its
Readers Since 1976

@alleynewspaper

the alley 
Year in Review 

2020
Selected recent alley Thank You Notes

Hello—, 
As Librarian at Franklin Library from 

1991-2007, I so much appreciated the alley 
and all of the good work done for the Phil-
lips Neighborhood. My best to you as you 
continue all of your excellent work. 

Sally Munger,Duluth, MN

Hello,
the alley and all others like it deserve a 

life and strength in each neighborhood, in 
each part of their states. I admire the work 
all of you do for this paper and those it 
serves. You colleagues are “the publishers 
of the century”along with others who strive 
to do the same thing across the country.  
Best & with great admiration, 

Steve Sandell, Woodbury, MN
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Alley Communications, the nonprofit orga-
nization that governs and guides this indepen-
dent news source with a community heart, is 
actively looking for Millennials and Genera-
tion X-ers (and maybe a couple more Boom-
ers?) to join our Board of Directors and consis-
tently attend our monthly Board Meetings.

Joining the Alley Communications Board 
may sound like a “really, why would I want to 
do that” question but think about this:

 In addition to supporting community-driven 
media, the alley is one of only a few remaining 
neighborhood newspapers still alive and pub-
lishing. No one speaks for our neighborhood 
like our community writers and you can help 
us build on our success and help you build 
your volunteer resume. We are looking for 
individuals with the skills and desires to assist 
us to guide the following important pieces of 
growth of the organization:
·  Upgrade our website to a 

fully interactive space where 
we can add content between 
print publications and to be 
able to collect online donations
· Increase our social media 

presence on Facebook, Twitter 
and other platforms to reach 
new audiences
· Outreach to cultural com-

munities to be able to tell more 
stories of the many voices of 
Phillips and to develop part-
nerships with students from 
our local high schools to more 
directly engage with our up 
and coming leaders

· Develop a marketing plan to 
promote and build upon our 
partnership model for organi-
zations, businesses, and initia-
tives in the community
· Build our advertising pres-

ence to reach more community 
businesses with affordable ads, 
including developing an ad-
vertising presence for BIPOC 
(Black, Indigenous, People of 
Color) businesses and organi-
zations as well as small entre-
preneurs and trades persons to 
advertise their services

If you would like to find out more in-
formation or discuss, please email Cathy 
Strobel-Ayres at cstrobel11@gmail.com 
or call her on her cell: 612-387-7679

Attention---  Artists, Authors, 
Activists and Alley Advocates!!

Yippppeeee and 
with gratitude!!!!!
 

During the Autumn of 2018, regular readers 
of the alley  may remember  several an-
nouncements and postings of a possible “tran-
sition” of this 43 year old community newspa-
per. Some  of those posts appeared seemingly 
full of pleas of participation. Most of those an-
nouncements were asking for any evidence at 
all from our readers that would assist a small 
handful people decide if we should keep push-

ing to publish this monthly paper? That small 
group of people knew they would also need to 
grow their numbers and, open up to new ideas 
and ways of doing things, and, more impor-
tantly, work diligently to grow more fully into 
the what it means to be conducting community 
journalism. 

 The verdict came in-----the paper should 
continue. More people are participating. The 
transition from a singular voice of “Editor” is 
being embraced by an Editorial Leadership 
Committee or team. The Board membership 
has grown, has shaped and hired folks for key 
functions in keeping the paper going and will 
be planning for making Alley Communica-

tions, the nonprofit publisher of the alley, a 
stronger organization. This year, we were 
able to successfully fundraise one month of 
expenses with over one-half of the donors be-
ing current or former residents of the Phillips 
Community! 

 We invite you to peruse to read these four 
pages to see key pieces of the development of 
the alley and Alley Communications since the 
Autumn of 2018. There is still a long way to 
go to lift the many voices and cultures within 
the Phillips Community using the values and 
tools of community journalism. Find a place 
where YOU might fit and be able to contribute 
to this vital and vibrant effort! 

Alley 
Communications 
Annual Report 2020 
It belongs to YOU!!!!
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ELC 
Reflections
LINDSEY:

The Editorial Leader-
ship Committee will be 
one year old this December. 
Although the ELC was first 
mentioned in Alley Com-
munication official docu-
ments years ago, it never 
became reality until Harvey 
Winje began to transition 
into retirement. He gathered 
together a group of willing 
neighbors to see what would 
happen if instead of one 
person, there was a group of 
Phillips neighbors making 
the decisions about what to 
put in the alley every month. 
And this has been quite the 
year for this experiment. 
From cozy meetings around 
Harvey’s dining room table 
eating his homemade banana 
bread or gathering in the 
warmth and hospitality of 
the Cultural Wellness Center, 
we now meet through Zoom, 
write too many emails, and 
struggle, like the rest of our 
neighbors, with the difficult 
realities of 2020.

And so, we have been 
learning as we go, struggling 
both with new technologies 
and letting go of old ways of 
doing things. We have had 
difficult conversations about 
content and have worked 
through what the right deci-
sions are for the alley each 
month. How do the deci-
sions I contribute to the ELC 
consider and grow the exist-
ing relationships between 
the alley and the writers 
who put together the words 
we print, the community 
organizations that support us 
financially, and the people of 
Phillips, who, after all, this 
is all about?

As the ELC turns one year 
old, we are still discover-
ing who we are together and 
what we do. As part of that 
process, we have started 
thinking about how we grow 
our group. Who is missing 
from our decision-making 
conversations? What roles 
and skills are yet to be 
utilized or developed? How 
do we continue to grow in 
our relationships with each 
other and with the many 
contributors and volunteers 

who make the alley happen 
each month, when we are 
still, by necessity, at a physi-
cal distance?
MARY ELLEN:

I was a late-comer to the 
ELC, but was still winter 
when I joined, pre-pandemic. 
I loved the early morning 
winter walks through Peavey 
Park to the Cultural Well-
ness Center for meetings, 
admiring  perhaps the best 
view of downtown from any 
neighborhood. 

The walk wasn’t my 
motivation for volunteering, 
though. It was my love of 
the alley and what it gives 
us – the people of the Phil-
lips Community – unity. 

There was a time when the 
four neighborhoods (East 
Phillips, Midtown Phillips, 
West Phillips, and Ventura 
Village) were a single neigh-
borhood, simply Phillips. I 
was never in favor of divid-
ing up our community into 
smaller units18 years ago. 
What happens on one side of 
24th Street affects residents 
on the opposite side. The 
industrial pollution plagu-
ing East Phillips didn’t stop 
at Bloomington Avenue. 
For profit and not-for-profit 
corporations merge to gain 
strength, splintering only 
weakens enterprises. 

the alley is the single 
unifying force that has re-
mained since the dissolution 
of what once was the largest 
neighborhood in Minneapo-
lis. It is through the alley 
that we learn of issues our 
neighbors across the street 
are talking about and taking 
action on. All four neighbor-
hoods still identify as being 
part of the Phillips Commu-
nity. Our strength as a com-
munity is through unity. the 
alley’s Editorial Leadership 
Committee seeks to preserve 
and build our collective 
power. 

Current ELC members 
are-
Lindsey Fenner
Mary Ellen Keluza
Cassandra Nelson
Brother Minkara Tezet
Harvey Winje

Program and Engagement 
Coordinator-
Meena Mangalvedhekar

Attention---  Artists, Authors, 
Activists and Alley Advocates!!

In the last quar-
ter of 2020, the 
Board of Alley 
Communications set 
a goal of raising one 
month of current 
expenses or $3000. 
We are profoundly 
pleased to report that 
we achieved a goal, 
raising $3,300 to date! 
Over one-third of the 40 
contributors are residents 
of the Phillips Community; 
one-half when including 
former Phillips residents, 
helping The Board and 
the Editorial Leadership 
Committee ( a standing 
committee of the Board) to 
know the alley Newspaper 
truly does matter to the 
Community. THANK 
YOU!
HERE ARE SOME OF THE NOTES WE 
RECEIVED WITH THESE FINANCIAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS:
“the Alley and all deserve 

a life and strength in each 
neighborhood, in par of 
these States.”
“Dear Alley Staff and 

Board---A small contribu-
tion---I appreciate all the 
work you all do. I never 
miss an issue.”
“I don’t regularly read 

or access the alley. South-
side Pride and Longfellow 
Messenger all the locals I 

frequent because of where I 
live. Yet, I am an enthusias-
tic supporter of local news 
and want to support the 
alley during these challeng-
ing financial times. Keep on 
reporting and connecting 
community!”

 “…….and we want the 
alley to survive.”

  “Really enjoy your 
paper---especially articles 
regarding the Cemetery and 
local news. Keep up the 
good work!”

 “ To the Staff and Con-
tributors of the alley, I ap-
preciate your work! Thank 
you! Enclosed is a small 
check; I don’t have much, 
but like the alley suggests, 
let’s all help each other.”

 “I have read the al-
ley since I moved to the 
area in 1983. Always have 
enjoyed reading history 
about Soldiers and Pioneers 
Memorial Cemetery. One 
day, I met Sue Hunter Weir-
that was special. There are 
interesting articles about the 
neighborhood each month. 
Thanks, everyone, for all 
their efforts to put out a free 
newspaper. “ 

Want to see your name 
in print? Opportunities 
abound at the alley

 `Write for the alley – cover events, critical 
issues, controversies, local personalities, 
feel-good news, ... 
 `Stretch your creative wings with poetry, 
humor, recipes,…
 `Take photographs of special events, 
breaking news, unusual sights, interesting 
people, happy puppies, …
 `Build relationships with area businesses, 
schools, and institutions for content, ads, 
other media, donations,...
 `Put your love of social media to 
philanthropic use helping the alley move 
into the 3rd decade of the 21st century on 
FaceBook, Twitter, Instagram, Myspace 
(jk), ...
 `Like hanging with people? Alley 
Communications Board of Directors and 
Editorial Leadership Committee are swell 
groups with regular meetups. 

Just imagine – your name could be 
in the paper! Your mother would be so 
proud.

Alley Communications is…
Advocating on Issues
Agitating for Change
Building Healthy Community
Connecting Neighbors
Documenting History
Facilitating Deliberation
Giving Truth and Democracy a Jog Forward
Lifting Every Voice
Promoting Art and Culture

 IF ANY OF THESE WORDS INSPIRE 
YOU TO GIVE OR IF YOU SIMPLY WANT     

the alley TO KEEP COMING OUT 
EACH MONTH, PLEASE CONTRIBUTE 

BY  VISITING GIVEMN OR SEND A 
CHECK TO: ALLEY COMMUNICATIONS,                     

P.O. BOX 7006, MPLS., MN 55407
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The African American Leadership Forum (AALF), 
the Cultural Wellness Center, and Relationships 
LLC Partner to Launch a Cultural Health & 
Wellness Directory
Working Together to Make Communities of Color Stronger

Cultural Health & Wellness Directory: Recovering 
Resilience and building the Capacity of Cultural 
Practitioners to Service African American, Indigenous 
and people of color communities.

About the 
Partnership

AALF, the Cultural Wellness 
Center, and Relationships LLC 
have come together to fully 
leverage our shared resources to 
empower Minnesotans to heal 
themselves and to build their 

voice AALF and these partners, 
including Dr. Joseph Reid, are 
providing services to the City of 
Minneapolis (Division of Race & 
Equity) to design and implement 
a process that tracks the ReCAST 
program objectives as stated in 
the Trauma and Resilience Ser-
vices & Capacity Building RFP.

This partnership aligns with 
AALF’s mission to establish 
a just and healthy society that 
works equally well for everyone 
and with empowering the African 
American community around the 
organization’s four focus areas: 
Economic Development, Educa-
tion, Health & Wellness, and 
Family & Culture. As a data-driv-

1,500 African American leaders 
from across Minnesota, AALF 
strives to provide the social, 
political and leadership capital 
necessary to close disparities in 
the Black community as it relates 
to the areas above.

AALF is excited to be work-
ing with the Cultural Wellness 
Center (founded in 1996), a 
premier community and cultural 
knowledge-production organiza-
tion in the Twin Cities with a 
mission to engage in partner-
ships that develop models to 
solve problems and create lasting 
solutions. The Cultural Wellness 
Center works with individuals, 
communities, families, academic 
institutions, government agen-
cies, philanthropists, and other 

a body of knowledge and web of 
relationships that support com-
munity engagement, intercultural 
communication, and personal 
responsibility.

This partnership is also 
strengthened by collaboration 
with Dr. Reid, who is a Licensed 
Marriage and Family Therapist, 
professor, speaker, supervisor, 
and consultant with extensive 
experience in private practice, 
training and supervising students 
and interns. As founder of Rela-
tionships, LLC, a therapy mental 
health training center, he leads 
the center in providing inclusive 
education, training and mental 
health services to individuals, 
couples, family, and community.

Relationships, LLC  
Serving individuals, couples, families & 
community

About the 
Community Project

AALF, Cultural Wellness 
Center, and Relationship LLC 

Minneapolis’ Division of Race 
and Equity as valuable resources 
for designing and implementing a 
process that includes the:

(1) development and imple-
mentation of a web-based 
repository of providers, commu-
nity cultural healers and licensed 
mental/behavioral health provid-
ers available to the community; 
(2) increasing the number of 
providers in the repository to re-
ceive training in trauma-informed 
approaches, violence prevention, 
mental health literacy, and other 
related training mental health 
or related workforce trained in 
behavioral/mental health trauma-
informed approaches, (3) increas-
ing the number of individuals 
(youth and family members) from 
the ReCAST Minneapolis geo-
graphical area of focus receiving 
services for trauma informed be-
havioral health, and (4) develop-
ing and implementing a process 
to provide funding to providers 
in the repository to increase the 
number of individuals (youth 
and family members) receiving 
services for trauma informed 

behavioral health.
By working together, AALF, 

the Cultural Wellness Center, and 
Relationship LLC are providing 
the Black community and IPOC 
communities throughout the state 
with an essential resource that 
supports health & wellness by 
connecting healers and practitio-
ners with the individuals, families, 
and communities that need them 
the most.

Background
In 2016, the City of Minneapo-

lis was selected to participate in 
the Resilience in Communities 
after Stress & Trauma (ReCAST) 
Program through a multi-year 
grant from the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services’ 
Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA). ReCAST is intended 
to assist youth in high-risk ge-
ographies and their families and 
promote resilience and equity in 
communities that have recently 
faced civil unrest through imple-
mentation of evidence-based 
violence prevention and commu-
nity youth engagement programs, 
as well as linkages to trauma-
informed behavioral health 
services. SAMHSA created the 
ReCAST Program to support 

communities that have lived 
through demonstrations of mass 
protest in response to police-
involved shootings of unarmed 
African American males. It is also 
intended to help those communi-
ties with high rates of violence 
develop trauma-informed ap-
proaches. 

Minneapolis is one of eight 
cities nationwide that received 
this grant award, working across 
communities of color, immigrant 
and refugee communities, and 
American Indian communities to 
build power in our community, 
build power collectively, and 
shift systems together. 

The African American 
Leadership Forum (AALF) is 
excited to announce the launch 
of a Cultural Health & Wellness 
Directory, which was developed 

by our 2020 Collective Impact 
Workstream cohort in partner-
ship with the Cultural Wellness 
Center and Relationships LLC. 
AALF’s Collective Impact Initia-
tive, comprised of a Task Force 
& Workstream cohort includes 
dynamic African American in-
novators from across the Twin 
Cities and Minnesota, who are 
chosen through a comprehensive 
application process to identify 
the Black community’s most 
pressing challenges and engage 
in projects that help solve them. 
The Cultural Health & Wellness 
Directory is a resource for recov-
ering resilience and building the 
capacity of cultural practitioners 
to provide improved services to 
African American and IPOC com-
munities.
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JOIN THE 
BOARD!

Did you know your 
neighborhood offers 

financing for residents? 
It’s never too early to start planning 

for your spring projects. 

Get started today: 
mnlendingcenter.org

www.midtownphillips.org 

FEBRUARY BOARD 
MEETING

Stewart Park, 2700 12th Avenue South, 
Minneapolis MN 55407

Tuesday, February 11 
6:30-8pm

AGENDA  
Annual meeting planning

This Monthly Alley Newspaper Half Page was paid for by Midtown Phillips Neighborhood Association, Inc.

ANNUAL MEETING &
COMMUNITY DINNER
Thursday, February 27, 5:30-8pm
@  Stewart Park (Gymnasium), 2700 12th Ave. S., Minneapolis

Enjoy a FREE community dinner and entertainment

 Hear community speakers 
• Allina/Abbott Campus Improvements
• Minnesota 2020 Census–We Count!

 Resource/info fair
 • New American Youth Soccer Club enrollment
• Want Mad Dads to do a street party on your block?
• $20/hr jobs available with Minneapolis Census
• Learn about $400K coming for Stewart Park Improvements
• Learn how to Compost & Recycle
• Find out about our two community radio stations
• Meet Minneapolis & Park Police
• Ask questions about the Minnesota 2020 Census–We Count!
• Register to vote!

Join the Midtown Phillips Neighborhood 
Association board!
(District Rep candidates must live or work within 
the neighborhood boundaries as listed below)

OPEN POSITIONS:
•  Midtown Phillips Board President
•  District 1: 24th-26th & Chicago to 12th Avenue
•  District 2: 24th-26th & Bloomington to 12th Avenue
•  District 4: 26th-28th & 12th Avenue to Bloomington
•  District 5: 28th-Lake & Chicago to 12th Avenue
•  District 6: 28th-Lake & Bloomington to 12th Avenue
• At Large Representative

For more information about being a board member, 763-310-4760

MUSIC,
SPEAKERS 

AND 
MORE

FREE
DINNER

ALL ARE 
WELCOME!

INFO & 
RESOURCE 

FAIR

This Monthly Alley Newspaper Half Page was paid for by Midtown Phillips Neighborhood Association, Inc.

Disfruta de una cena y entretenimiento comunitario GRATUITO

Escuche oradores de la comunidad 
• Mejoras en el campus de Allina / Abbott
• Censo de Minnesota 2020: ¡contamos!

Feria de recursos / información 
 •  Nueva inscripción en el American Youth Soccer Club (Club Americano de fútbol de Juventud)
• ¿Quieres que Mad Dads haga una fiesta callejera en tu cuadra?
• Empleos de $ 20 / hora disponibles con el Censo de Minneapolis
•  Obtenga más información acerca de $400,000 para mejoras en el parque Stewart
• Aprenda a compostar y reciclar
• Conozca nuestras dos estaciones de radio comunitarias.
• Conozca a Minneapolis y la policía del parque
• Haga preguntas sobre el censo de Minnesota 2020: ¡contamos!
• ¡Registrarse para votar!

Únete al vecindario de Midtown Phillips Junta de asociación!
(Los candidatos de representantes del distrito deben vivir o trabajar 
dentro de los límites del vecindario como se enumeran a continuación)

POSICIONES ABIERTAS:
• Presidente de la Junta de Midtown Phillips
• Distrito 1: 24-26 y Chicago a Avenida 12
• Distrito 2: 24-26 y Bloomington a Avenida 12
• Distrito 4: 26-28 y Avenida 12 a Bloomington
• Distrito 5: 28-Lake y Chicago hasta Avenida 12
• Distrito 6: 28th-Lake y Bloomington hasta Avenida 12
• Representante independente
Para obtener más información acerca de ser miembro de la junta, Llamé a 763-310-4760

PHILLIPS DE MIDTOWN 
REUNIÓN ANUAL Y 

CENA COMUNITARIA 
Jueves 27 de febrero, 5: 30-8pm
Parque de Stewart (Gimnasio), 2700 12th Ave. S., Minneapolis

ÚNETE 
A LA 

JUNTA

MÚSICA,
PONENTES 

Y
MÁS

CENA 
GRATUITA 

TODOS 
SON

¡BIENVENIDO!

INFOR-
MACIÓN Y
FERIA DE 

RECURSOS

alleynews.org • February 2020“What’s fascinated me from the time I was a little kid was the way we construct our lives through stories.”  
– Henry Louis Gates, Jr., b. 19508

F E B R U A R Y  ' 2 0  N E W S  

VENTURA VILLAGE 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

Minneapolis Ventura Village is located upstairs in the Phillips Community Center at 2323-11th Avenue South 612-874-9070

UPCOMING VENTURA VILLAGE MEETINGS: 

Supervisor—Glenn
Burt, glenn.burt@minneapolismn.gov
Native American Community – Deanna
Beaulieu, deanna.beaulieu@minneapolismn.gov      
  
African American Community – Bo
Powell, broderick.powell@minneapolismn.gov
LatinX Community – Cecilia
Robbins, cecilia.robbins@minneapolismn.gov
LGBTQIA+ Community – Katie
Miller, katie.miller@minneapolismn.gov
East African/Somali Community - Mohamed A.
Mohamed, mohamed.mohamed@minneapolismn.g
ov
Intimate Partner/Domestic Violence Survivors –
CeCe Rude, cecilia.rude@minneapolismn.gov

The Minneapolis Police Department has a relatively
new unit that I want readers to know about.  The
Community Navigator Unit is just over one year old,
and is now actively making significant connections
with neighborhood leaders and residents in the City.
 
Who are the Navigators?  Navigators are subject
matter experts on cultural and issue-specific
dynamics and community resources.  Their collective
expertise encompasses the following
cultures/communities: Native American, African
American, LatinX, LGBTQIA+, East African/Somali,
and Intimate Partner/Domestic Violence Survivors.
 
What do Navigators Do?  Navigators serve as a
resource for community members, patrol officers,
investigators and MPD leadership. They work with
the community and the Minneapolis Police
Department to generate and recommend workable
solutions for identified and assigned
police/community issues and concern.
 
Break it Down:  In my role as a Crime Prevention
Specialist, I engage residents and businesses in my
sector to proactively increase safety through offering
Personal Safety Workshops, Home and Business
Security Evaluations, and recruiting and assisting
block leaders.  My role and that of Navigators are
similar in that our work is community based with a
focus of bridge-building between the Police and
residents.  Where the Navigator role diverges is that
they have a heavier focus in liaising Police and
community on patrol calls, or after a crime has
occurred.  Being content experts in specific cultures,
they are well equipped to help officers and
investigators overcome barriers to engagement.
 
Current Community Navigators are:

 
Navigators want to be invited to your next
event!  Contact Navigator Supervisor Glenn
Burt, glenn.burt@minneapolismn.gov to coordinate.

MINNEAPOLIS COMMUNITY NAVIGATORS-
UPDATE FROM CPS, KALI PLIEGO: 
 

 

Indigenous Peoples Task Force is scheduled to break ground on the Mikwanedun Audisookon Art
and Wellness Center this year.  Mikwanedun Audisookon means “remembering our teachings” in
Ojibwe.  The Center will enable IPTF to gather all its programs under one roof.  This important
community asset will allow IPTF to expand health education and employment for youth and adults;
new opportunities for workforce training and entrepreneurial development will be created. 
 Mikwanedun Audisookon also offers a chance to strengthen cross-cultural understanding and our
relationship with the environment. 
 
Located at 2313 13th Ave. S., the 12,000 square foot building will be constructed using stabilized
compressed earth block (SCEB), an indigenous-based green building technique that is more energy-
efficient and environmentally sensible than conventional construction.  Local young adults are being
trained to make and build with the SCEB blocks.  Last year, as part of an initial SCEB training,
students constructed an SCEB building that will be used for short-term storage and curing
vegetables. Ecologically beneficial landscaping will also be incorporated in the new building, such as
best watershed management practices, gardens for Native American heirloom crops, and a green
roof planted with medicinals and other culturally important plants. 
 
The next SCEB training is being scheduled for sometime this May.  For more information about the
training or Mikwanedun Audisookon, please contact Mike Neumann at 651-260-9787.

IPTF TO BREAK GROUND ON MIKWANEDUN AUDISOOKON CENTER FOR ART 
AND WELLNESS IN 2020
 

ALL RESIDENTS ARE WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE: VISITORS WELCOME TO ATTEND!

Wednesday, February 12th: Board of Directors Meeting: 6 pm
Tuesday, February 25th: Community Engagement Committee: 6 pm
Thursday, February 25th: Housing & Land Committee: 5:30 pm

 
Wednesday, February 12th: General Membership Meeting: 7 pm
Tuesday, February 25th: Wellness, Gardening & Greening Committee: 7 pm 
Thursday, February 25th: Crime & Safety Committee : 6:30 pm

 

 

Photos submitted by Mike Neumann

At the January 8th, 2020 Ventura
Village Board of Directors

meeting Daniel Dorff, Elizabeth
Ihde, Ray Peterson, and Thor

Adam were reelected as officers
(left).   And at the General

Membership meeting, Third
Precinct Crime Prevention

Specialist Kali Pliego gave her
monthly report to the

neighborhood association (right).
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Tips from 
a COVID-
19 Case 
Investigator
By LINDSEY FENNER

Be Prepared
As I write this in mid-No-

vember, Minnesota has seen 
the deadliest week of the pan-
demic so far. Confirmed case 
numbers continue to exponen-
tially explode, so by Decem-
ber when this is published, we 
know that things will have 
become much, much worse. I 
want to be honest. We have 
reached the point of uncon-
trollable spread of this virus 
in Minnesota. This disease is 
going to start hitting closer 
and closer home. And it is so 
important that you and your 
family are prepared for what 
to do if and when someone in 
your household contracts or 

Continued on page 4...

BareBones Puppets Launches the Online 
Retrospective Collection of OFFERINGS:
Artists Respond to the Mourning, Grieving and Fires on Lake St.

Featuring 35+ artists 
whose pop-up works on 
Lake Street are now on 

view online.

BareBones Puppets 
launches the online col-
lection of OFFERINGS: 
Artists Respond to the 
Mourning, Grieving 
and Fires on Lake St. 
On view are thirty-five 
plus art works that had 
activated Lake Street 
during this past Hallow-
een for the live pop-up 
series of OFFERINGS. 
Now, through photos, 
videos and reflections, 
artists share their works 
online for the public. 

Come view OFFER-
INGS Online starting 
December 2nd at the 
following link.

URL: https://bare-
bonespuppets.org/offer-
ingsh

#barebonespuppets
Among the artist contribu-

tors are Niziah Osheen Burnett 
whose sewn dress responds to 
the protests in the aftermath of 
George Floyd’s murder is an 
online only feature; and Laura 
Korynta whose chrysalus 
sculpture reflects on oppres-
sive systems and change from 
within is still standing in the 
Tamales y Bicicletas Garden.

Artist: Niziah Osheen Burnett (on right),
with Lelis Brito (on left). Beautiful Chaos, sewn dress responding 

to protests in the aftermath of George Floyd’s murder.

Artist: Theresa Linnihan
We Grieve Together, over 30 figures of mourners for the many 

fallen to racial prejudice, gun violence, abuse of the planet and 
the pandemic.

Artist: Laura Korynta
Chrysal-us, sculpture reflecting on oppressive systems and 

change from within.

By KAYVA YANG, Barebones Puppets communications director

New porch heaters at Peace House Community, 1816 
Portland Ave. S.

PAUL IRMITER

PAUL IRMITER

Let Us Do Something
By MARTI MALTBY

Samuel Beckett’s two-act 
play Waiting for Godot has 
been called “the only theatri-
cal masterpiece where nothing 
happens. Twice.” The title, 
after all, is also the plot sum-
mary. Two vagabonds wait 
in a field for Godot to arrive, 
passing the time in various 
discussions. Although a few 
other people pass through the 
scene, Godot himself never 
shows up.

During the first scene, a 
man named Pozzo stops to 
talk with the pair before go-
ing on his way. In the second 
scene, which takes place in the 
same field the following night, 
Pozzo returns, but he has been 
struck blind and falls helpless 
in the field. He calls desperate-
ly for help, and the vagabonds 
discuss whether to intervene. 
One of them finally cries out:

Let us not waste our 
time in idle discourse! Let 
us do something, while 
we have the chance! It is 
not every day that we are 
needed. Not indeed that 
we personally are needed. 
Others would meet the 
case equally well, if not 
better. To all mankind they 
were addressed, those 
cries for help still ringing 
in our ears! But at this 
place, at this moment of 
time, all mankind is us, 
whether we like it or not. 
Let us make the most of it, 
before it is too late!
This has always struck me as 

one of the most stirring calls 
to actions in literature, not 
because it calls us to grand 

and world-changing actions, 
but because it calls us to im-
mediate action in whatever 
situation we find ourselves. 
No matter how horrible our 
situation, we have the chance 
to make someone else’s day 
better, to reach through their 
confusion and despair and 
provide at least a little reassur-
ance that they are not alone in 
what they face.

I find I need reminders like 
this more these days. We are 
headed into the coldest and 
darkest part of the year. Covid 
is making a comeback and, 
despite the recent encourag-
ing news about covid vaccine 
development, it will dominate 
our lives until at least the 
spring. The economy is still 
in tatters, and the number of 
evictions has started to rise as 
the eviction moratoriums have 
ended. We are weary of not 
meeting with friends and fam-
ily, of not being able to grieve 
together for our losses, of not 
being able to just go outside 
or go to work without fearing 
for our safety or the safety of 
those around us.

In the midst of all this, 
Beckett’s writing reminds me 
that amidst all the needs, I 
have a chance to help, even if 
it is simply helping someone 
who has fallen to get back up. 
I have benefited from count-
less small acts of kindness 
from others to me. I hope I 
may overcome any weariness 
I may feel this winter long 
enough to share similar acts 
with others when the chance 
arises.

Peace House Community–A Place to Belong

MARTI MALTBY

Alley’s report 
to the 

community.
 Pages 6 & 7
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Start a 
Learning 
Pod
By CARZ NELSON

The approaching school year 
will be different from every 
past school year because of 
COVID-19. School will most 
certainly involve lots of dis-
tance learning. Distance learn-
ing is challenging. It requires 
levels of self-discipline and 
focus that are hard for children 
to maintain. 
Kids can learn better when 
distance learning is reinforced 
with some in-person tutoring. 
Most parents don’t have much 
time to tutor their children, 

Tips from 
a COVID-
19 Case 
Investigator
By LINDSEY FENNER

With all of the news about 
COVID-19, it can be hard to 
know what to do when YOU 
are the one feeling sick or 

been exposed to someone with 
COVID-19. It’s important that 
you do your best to follow 
public health recommenda-
tions for testing, isolation, and 
quarantine so that together we 
can stop the spread of CO-
VID-19 and protect vulnerable 
loved ones. 

When should I get tested?
You should get tested if:

• You are experiencing symp-
toms of COVID-19

• 
as a close contact with 
someone who has a con-

• You were present at an 
event or gathering where 
testing is recommended 
because of a possible out-
break 

What are the symptoms of 
COVID-19? Symptoms can 
include fever, cough, short-
ness of breath, chills, head-
ache, muscle pain, sore throat, 
fatigue, congestion, or loss 
of taste or smell. Other less 
common symptoms include 
gastrointestinal symptoms like 
nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea.

These symptoms may 
appear 2-14 days after you 
are exposed to the virus 
that causes COVID-19. Not 
everyone with COVID-19 has 

Seeking Answers & Justice

Followers of the alley 
newspaper are aware of the 
long struggle between the 
East Phillips Community and 
the City of Minneapolis over 
the use of the 7.6-Acre Roof 
Depot site. 

For Non-Followers, A 
Review:

In 2014 when EPIC, the 
East Phillips Improvement 
Coalition, learned the Roof 
Depot site was going to be 
sold, they brought the com-
munity together and with the 
help of a sizable  State of Min-

nesota DEED grant, created 
the East Phillips Indoor Urban 
Farm project and the East 
Philips Neighborhood Institute 
(EPNI) a 501(C)(3) to oversee 
it. The project’s purpose is to 
prevent more pollution from 
traumatizing this already heav-
ily polluted and health affected 
part of the City by repurposing 
the 7.6-Acre site and reusing 
the newly renovated 230,000+ 
sq. ft. Sears warehouse on the 
property. 

The Community Plan:
The Community’s plan 

includes an indoor urban farm, 
utilizing hi-tech aquapon-
ics and lower-tech garden-
ing techniques. It will create 
organic food in a food desert, 
living wage green jobs, second 
chance opportunities and 
job training for local citi-
zens. The project will create 
a world café, coffee shop & 
food market with a gallery to 
display and sell neighborhood 
artisan’s works all run by local 
youth. It will create at least 28 

Minneapolis sued by East Phillips.
Minneapolis Threatens to 
“unappoint” City Commissions.

By BRAD PASS, KAREN CLARK, and the Urban Farm Supporters

East Phillips 
Neighborhood 
Institute NEWS 
BRIEFS:

By STEVE SANDBERG

 The Mpls. Chapter of the 
United Nations’ Global 
Shapers program has chosen 
East Phillips’ struggle for 
community development at 
the Roof Depot site as the 
subject for its Conference the 
weekend of September 18 - 20.

 Friday, August 21, 2020 was 
day 10 since Minneapolis 
Community Environmen-
tal Advisory Commission 
(CEAC), Chair Erin Niehoff 
submitted a letter to the Star-
Tribune calling on the City of 
Mpls to halt their Hiawatha-
Expansion Project at the 
Roof Depot. They told EPNI 
that they would forego the 
Strib exclusive, and release it 
instead everywhere. At least 
25 organizations have signed 
on to the letter, including 
Sierra Club, MinnPower and 
Light, Landstewardship, and 
Midtown Greenway Coali-
tion. Erin Niehoff, Ward 12 
resident, Chair of the Commu-
nity Environmental Advisory 
Commission Samara Adam, 
Ward 6 resident, Southside 
Green Zone member Roxx-

Keep an eye out for 
new utility box art 
in Midtown Phillips

Midtown Phillips Neighborhood Association 
partnered with Semilla Center for Healing and 
the Arts, Banyan Community, Waite House, and 
New American Soccer Club youth to create art 
with “Healthy Connections” theme for five util-
ity boxes in Midtown Phillips. Angela Barerra, 
Jorge Amerigo, BrieAnna Lindquist, Andres 
Guzman, and Samie Johnson were the chosen 
artists. The art was approved by the Mpls. Arts 
Commission and facilitated and coordinated 
by Bart Buch.

Semilla Center for Healing 
and the Arts will be hosting 
a Peace Lantern Procession 
on Saturday, September 
26th at 7:30 pm starting 
at the site of the proposed 
East Phillips Urban Farm 
Project, at the intersection 
of 28th St. and Longfellow 
Ave. S. The procession will 
weave through the neigh-
borhood visiting spots 
that need some peace and 

light, ending up at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, 2742 15th 
Ave. S. with video projec-
tions and live music. Free 
public lantern making 
workshops will be hosted 
at various sites in the East 
Phillips and Midtown Phillips 
neighborhoods in the early/
mid-September. The dates 
for these workshops and 
online instructions for mak-
ing a lantern can be found at 

Semilla’s website www.semi-
llacenter.org and Facebook 
page in late August.

Semilla Center for Healing 
and the Arts @ St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church

2742 15th Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 612-
724-3862

www.semillacenter.org   
Twitter & Instagram: @semi-
llacenter

Facebook: Semilla Project

however. One solution is to 
start a learning pod, a small 
cluster of families who pool 
resources to help their kids 
with school. Parents and other 
family members share the 
tasks of teaching the children. 
Each adult can take a day or 
two a week, or perhaps take 
on a special project or subject. 

Pod members can decide on 
the structure that best suits the 
needs of the group.
To decide who to invite to 
join your learning pod, think 
about the people that you and 
your children spend time with 
already. Most of us have a so-
cial “bubble” which includes 
the people we interact with 

Read about some of the 80 

year history of this same 

injustice, environmental rac-

ism, and denial of true com-

munity engagement. 

“Power is Ever Stealing 

From theMany to the 

Few!”. 

On Page 8

on a daily basis, for example 
neighbors and family mem-
bers. If you limit your pod 
to people who are already 
in your bubble, you won’t 
expose your children or your-
self to any additional risk of 
COVID-19. 

Continued on page 11...

Continued on page 4...

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 10

BART BUCH
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Tips from 
a COVID-
19 Case 
Investigator
By LINDSEY FENNER

How to gather together 
indoors

As we spend more time 
indoors, it’s important to keep 
in mind all of the ways we 
can reduce risk of spreading 
COVID-19 and still spend 
time with family and friends. 
Unfortunately, smaller social 
gatherings are a very com-
mon way that coronavirus 
spreads. Numbers are rising 
and the virus is much more 
widespread across Minnesota 
and our neighboring states. 
This means that we are go-
ing to have to work together 

Robert Albee  1945 - 2020

Remembering Bob Albee
By CARZ NELSON

Continued on page 4...

The constructing of a 43-
unit, four-story apartment 
building at Park Ave. and East 
Franklin Ave., in the Ventura 
Village neighborhood has 
resumed.  

Tashitaa Tufaa, the building 
owner, says it will help fill a 
need for moderately priced, 
family-oriented rental hous-
ing in the core neighborhoods 
of south Minneapolis. “The 
focus of Park Franklin Lofts 
is to create attainable housing 
for people and their families 
who live and work in the city,” 
says Tufaa, who is a Twin 
Cities resident and business 
owner. 

The 35,000 sq. ft. build-
ing’s main entrance will be on 
Park Ave. and will have nine 
3-bedroom and eight 2-bed-
room apartments, along with
13 1-bedroom and 13 studio
apartment homes. Tenant

on-site parking is a 17-stall 
off-street surface parking lot 
for tenant use.

Tufaa started the project in 
the winter of 2017-18; but 
halted soon in 2018 because of 
its general contractor filing for 
bankruptcy just as the concrete 
foundation was started. De-
spite the setback,Tufaa clung 
to his dream,“I never gave 
up on the project, but I had to 
regroup and find a new project 
manager and construction part-
ner.” He also had a growing 
school transportation business, 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Network (MTN), to operate.   

Patrick McGlynn, McGlynn 
Partners LLC., is overseeing 
project development. “My 
job as the developer is to 
complete Tashitaa’s vision of 
creating more attainable hous-
ing in an area of the city that 
really needs more housing,” 

says McGlynn.  “Also, this is 
a privately financed project – 
we are showing that this type 
of project can be done with-
out public financing.”  Ebert 
Construction, from Corcoran 
MN, is the general contractor 
on the project. Coulee Bank in 
St. Paul is supplying project 
financing.  

It would be a plus if the proj-
ect inspired more affordable/
attainable housing proposals 
from other developers, says 
McGlynn, who believes there 
are more opportunities to pur-
sue in the core cities.  

“The building details are 
designed to complement and 
enhance the architecture of the 
surrounding neighborhood,” 
says Damaris Hollingsworth, 
project architect from De-
sign by MELO. The building 
exterior includes a mix of 
corrugated metal, brick and 

wood elements 
at key locations 
for visual appeal. 
Brick comple-
ments the mix of 
brownstone and 
brick exteriors of 
a nearby church 
and residential 
row houses, while 
wood finds its 
match in the wood 
siding of adjacent 
single-family 
houses, says Hol-
lingsworth.  

Continured on page 3

Park & Franklin Lofts Resumes
By DOUG HOVELSON, Tuffa Associates

Bob Albee was a great 
neighbor. He was a paragon of 
community involvement; his 
decades of work in Phillips 
spanned innumerable issues 
and organizations. He was 
generous as a mentor and a 
role model. He was a champi-
on for social change. His work 
was fundamental to many 
neighborhood institutions that 
will continue well beyond his 
own life. Bob Albee has died, 
but his contributions to society 
will live on. 

the alley Newspaper owes 
a special debt to him for his 
work with the newspaper. He 
was on the Alley Board of 
Directors from 1996 until late 
1999. He was also the creator 
and first editor of the Ventura 
Village Neighborhood News 
feature in the alley. 

Albee was from Huron, 
South Dakota. He graduated 
from the University of South 
Dakota in 1969 with a MA in 
the fields of Political Science 
and History. He helped start 
the radio station WOJB in the 
Lac Courte Oreilles Reserva-
tion in Wisconsin in 1982. 
The station continues to bring 
community radio to the North 

Country to this day.
In 1991, he became 

the Assistant Director 
of the American Indian 
Community Develop-
ment Corporation. In 
this role, he helped to 
revitalize East Franklin 
Avenue. He worked on 
projects like the Many 
Rivers East and West 
apartment buildings 
at 1400 and 1500 East 
Franklin Avenue.

With his wife Sharon, 
Bob developed A Part-
nership Of Diabetics 

(A-POD), a diabetes education 
and support program operated 
by and for people with diabe-
tes initially as one of several 
other Community Health Ac-
tion Teams within the Back-
yard Initiative, a partnership 
between community residents 
in seven neighborhoods and 
Allina Health, facilitated by 
the Cultural Wellness Center. 
A-POD eventually formed as
its own non-profit organiza-
tion. Albee received the Bruce
Zimmerman Award from the
Minnesota Department of
Health in 2014 for his work in
promoting diabetes self-man-
agement and empowering par-
ticipants in their interactions
with health care providers.

Albee served on the boards 
of numerous nonprofit orga-
nizations, including the Green 
Institute and Phillips Commu-
nity Energy Co-op. He was an 
advocate for the Phillips Com-
munity Center and the Ventura 
Village neighborhood.

In 2017, he moved to Lyn-
nwood, Washington to be near 
family. After a short battle 
with cancer, Albee died on 
October 6, 2020. 

When the COVID-19 pan-
demic is under control, (hope-
fully this spring,) a celebration 
of Bob Albee’s life will be 
held in Minneapolis.

 Bob Albee was passionate 
about talking with people, em-
bellishing conversations and 
information through print and 
radio, and then welcomed and 
effectively used social media 
as it has evolved. Bob was 
the first and creative editor of 
Ventura Village News pub-
lished in the alley newspaper  
beginning six years ago after 
being an Alley Communica-
tions Board member for four 
years in the late 1990’s. Bob 
was an amazing, dedicated, 
and inveterate good neighbor 
in meetings, yes, but most 
importantly,  in person on the 
street, in their home, also at 
their home and backyard as he 
was always personably reach-
ing out to others.  We 

 have missed him in the 
Phillips Community since they 
moved to the Seattle area, but 
he left memories and foot-
prints here for us to follow and Tashitaa Tufaa speaking

https://www.givemn.org/
organization/Alleynewspaper

reminding us as Chief Seattle 
said, “Take only memories; 
Leave only footprints.”

- Harvey Winje, the alley
Newspaper Editorial Leader-
ship Team

 Bob did a lot of good things 
in the Native American com-
munity in Minneapolis over the 
decades that he lived there. He 
also spent a lot of time working 
in the Phillips neighborhood 
to improve the lives of people 
living here. For example, he 
fought to keep the swimming 
pool from being cemented in at 
the Phillips Community Center, 
believing that inner city kids 
need a place to learn to swim, 
and need access to such rec-
reational places. He also ran 
diabetes meetings there since 
he suffered from that himself. 
Personally, for me Bob was a 
friend and mentor. He was on 
The Circle board for a long 
time and he cared deeply about 
our community and the news-
paper. Overall, he led a life of 
service to other people and he 
is dearly missed.  

- Cat Whipple, Managing
Editor of The Circle.

 Bob was a tireless cham-
pion for the Ventura Village 
and Phillips Neighborhoods 
and the people in the com-
munity. He saw possibilities 
and wanted to get things done. 
Almost 20 years ago, shortly 
after I joined the Minneapolis 
Park and Recreation Board, I 
was serving as center director 
at Stewart Park and Bob was 
kind, supportive and a true 
collaborator. He served as a 
bridge between the park and 
the community and he opened 
a lot of doors for me, which 
resulted in great connections 
and opportunities to develop 
great programming. Later, he 
was at the center of the trans-
formation of the Phillips Com-
munity Center. He knew the 
importance of, and the need 
for, programming and services 
for those in the neighborhood. 
He really rallied for building 
renovations and rebuilding the 
pool. He was part of a group 
of passionate neighborhood 
advocates that worked with 
park staff to make the Phillips 
Community Center a great des-
tination for youth and families. 
Bob will be missed by all who 
knew him and admired him. – 
Superintendent Al Bangoura, 
Minneapolis Park and Recre-
ation Board
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The pandemic has brought 
into sharp focus all of the 
inadequacies and inequities of 
American society. And yet, so 
many are zoomed in on per-
sonal actions and individual 
rights, based on some blurry 
idea of “freedom.” While there 
is much we can each do as 
individuals to limit risk and 
exposure to COVID-19, after 
every single phone call I have 
with someone who has tested 
positive, I am struck by the 
enormous structural failures 

everyone I talk to has encoun-
tered. From testing difficul-
ties, loss of income, confusing 
communication, mistrust of 
government, lack of ability 
to isolate, workplace safety 
concerns, and on and on, it 
is clear to me that there is no 
singular or simple solution to 
this pandemic. But this doesn’t 
mean that there is nothing to 
be done. 

This is where all of you 
come in. Vote like your life 

Unsheltered Native 
People Return to Wall of 
Forgotten Natives
By Metropolitan Urban Indian Directors

On Wednesday, September 
2, 2020  there was yet another 
forced eviction of our home-
less relatives, mostly Native 
American, from publicly 
owned property within the 
City of Minneapolis. Unfortu-
nately, there was no solution or 
direction offered to our home-
less relatives as to where to go, 
and so they were left to fend 
for themselves. Disbanding 
an encampment without any 
viable, safe alternatives for 
these human beings is wholly 
unacceptable and in reality, 
disgusting in its disregard for 
human life. 

With nowhere to go, and 
acting out of pure desperation, 
our relatives have once again 
returned to the former loca-
tion of the 2018 mass home-
less encampment on MnDOT 
property at the intersection of 
Hiawatha and Franklin Avenue 

- known as the “Wall of Forgot-
ten Natives.”

Due to the inaction and lack 
of accountability from all lev-
els of government it is shame-
ful that we find ourselves in 
the very same position as we 
were in two years ago. This 
is unacceptable. We demand 
that our elected officials at the 
city, county, and state levels 
respond immediately with a 
coordinated and adequately 
funded response to best sup-
port our relatives living at 
The Wall, and all unsheltered 

people in our city and state. 
In a letter sent on behalf 

of our community from the 
leadership of the Metropoli-
tan Urban Indian Directors 
(MUID) to our City of Min-
neapolis elected officials on 
August 27, 2020 we demanded 
that “...the City must relocate 
the residents to a location 
where appropriate security, 
hygiene facilities and social 
services can be offered...the 
City cannot simply clear the 
encampment only to have it 
reappear on another property. 
Rather, the City must take the 
lead in coordinating public 
and private sector agencies in 
providing housing, shelter and 
supportive services to our rela-
tives.” This has not happened. 

Instead, we see the con-
tinued lack of leadership 
being exhibited by the Min-
neapolis City Council, Hen-
nepin County, and the state 
of Minnesota to address the 
most basic needs of their 
most vulnerable constituents. 
Our homeless relatives still 
find themselves purposefully 
isolated within the margins of 
government services, as each 
government entity works hard 
to shift the responsibility of 

this crisis away from them-
selves, treating our people like 
an unwanted political “hot 
potato”. The end result is that 
MUID promotes the well-be-
ing, growth and mutual inter-
ests of metropolitan American 
Indian organizations. (https://
muidgroup.wixsite.com/muid) 
Unsheltered relatives are 
being treated as an unwanted 
problem not worthy of our 
elected governments’ time or 
resources. 

Due to the ongoing lack of 
leadership, it is falling once 
again to the community-based 
organizations of MUID, those 
organizations allied with 
MUID, and our community to 
step into this void and help the 
Native and non-native people 
at The Wall by providing im-
mediate assistance, just like in 
the summer of 2018. Though 

we stand ready to be a partner 
in this work, we cannot do this 
on our own. We need the help 
and resources of all levels of 
government and the private 
sector. 

As our community reminds 
our public sector representa-
tives for every year, winter 
will soon be here. We need a 
plan. We need our elected and 
appointed officials to do their 
jobs by leading a coordinated 
effort between all government 
agencies from every level to 
effectively remedy this situa-
tion. Empty rhetoric and popu-
lar buzzwords of “the woke” 
is insufficient and an affront 
to the basic humanity of our 
people. We are not interested 
in speeches. We no longer will 
tolerate “tough talk” with no 
effort. We need you to be will-
ing to do the work in order to 
save lives.

 Sadly, the fact remains that 
the homelessness crisis has not 
dissipated in any way since 
the first “Wall of Forgotten 
Natives” in 2018. In fact, it 
has become worse because 
of the economic crisis related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and civil unrest following 
the murder of George Floyd. 
Sweeping people from camps 
like sweeping refuse under the 
rug is not an answer; it is not 
even humane.

Tips from 
a COVID-
19 Case 
Investigator
By LINDSEY FENNER

depends on it, because it does. 
Vote for Federal leadership 

on masking, PPE production, 
testing, treatment, and vac-
cines so that we have all of the 
tools that we need;

Vote for getting politics 
out of public health, so that 
experts at the CDC and other 
public health agencies can do 
their jobs without political 
meddling;

Vote for an Occupational 
Safety and Health Administra-
tion that will enact and enforce 
coronavirus workplace safety 
standards;

Vote for meaningful eco-
nomic support for workers and 
families who are impacted by 
the pandemic;

Vote for an increased mini-
mum wage so that our lowest 
paid workers on the frontline 
of this pandemic can have eco-
nomic security;

Vote for unions because we 

know that unionized work-
places are safer;

Vote for reducing the pol-
lution that leads to higher 
COVID-19 death rates and 
more severe illness in people 
who live or grow up in areas 
overburdened with pollution 
(like East Phillips);

Vote for a Green New Deal 
that will slow down climate 
change and the habitat loss 
that would be certain to lead to 
more new viruses and future 

pandemics;
Vote to support small local 

businesses, so they are still 
standing when the pandemic 
is over;

Vote for Universal Health-
care so that people can afford 
lifesaving medical care;

Vote for housing, because 
you can’t stay at home when 
you don’t have a home;

Vote for more and better 
affordable housing so that 
people can isolate and quar-
antine in less crowded condi-
tions, and lower the risk of the 
spreading the virus to house-
hold members;

Vote for immigration re-
form, so that undocumented 
neighborswon’t fear that they 
will be deported if they test 
positive for coronavirus;

Vote for criminal justice re-
form that would reduce prison 
populations, because the larg-
est coronavirus outbreaks have 
been in prisons;

Vote for dismantling system-
ic white supremacy, because 
structural racism is an under-
lying health condition that 
is killing Black, Brown, and 
Indigenous neighbors in this 
pandemic and every day.

And after you vote, no 
matter what happens, keep 
fighting. This pandemic won’t 
go away overnight, and nei-
ther will the issues that have 
made it worse. As I write this, 
194,000 Americans have died 
from COVID-19. By the time 
this is published, that number 
will be well over 200,000. We 
need to take the time to mourn, 
and then, we need to organize.

Lindsey is an East Phil-
lips resident, and is currently 
working a reassignment doing 
COVID-19 Case Investigator 
for local public health. Her 
opinions are her own.
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For Your Calendar: *    
 

The EPIC Board of Directors meet on the FIRST Saturday of the month – Next Meetings;  
Saturday, 2/1/2020 and 3/7/2020 at 10:00 AM. at the EPIC Office at 2433 Bloomington Ave. S. 
 

The EPIC General Membership meets on the SECOND Thursday of the month – Next Meetings; 
Thursday, 2/13/20 and 3/12/2020 at 6:30 PM at East Phillips Park – 2307 17th Ave. S. 

 

The EPIC Annual Meeting is Sat. April 18 at 9:30 AM. Join us for Breakfast & Board Elections at 
East Phillips Park – 2307 17th Ave. S. ** 
 
 

The East Phillips Community 17th Ave. Gardeners meet on the second Saturday of Each Month 
during the gardening season, from March through September. Next meetings are:  

  Saturday, 3/7/2020, 4/11/2020 & 5/9/2020 at 9:00 AM in the East Phillips Park Community 
Center at 2307 17th Ave. S. Subsequent meetings will be held in the Garden at 2428 17th Ave. S. 

*    East Phillips Residents wanting a 2020 Garden Plot, contact Brad Pass at                                          
612-916-8478 or bpass@usinternet.com   

** EPIC Board of Director Elections will be held at the Saturday, April 18 Annual 
Meeting. To run for the board you must live, work or own property in East Phillips and 
you must have attended at least one Thursday Community Meeting since the last Annual 
Meeting & complete the application on the Website  -  www.eastphillips-epic.com 

 

Proposed reconstructed Cedar Avenue Bridge 
over the Midtown Greenway 

Consider joining the 
East Phillips Community  

Garden 
2428 17th Ave. S 

 

Every spring, garden plots are available. If you live in East 
Phillips and are interested in gardening,  

now is the time to get on the Garden list! 
CONTACT: Brad Pass at 612-916-8478 or 

bpass@usinternet.com 
 

Our Community Garden is one of the very few actually owned 
by its community. Many years ago, the three houses on the site 
were burned to the ground in a gang conflict. To stop illegal 
activity on the empty lots, the neighbors came together, and in 
a long weekend built the front entrance, fenced the site and 
turned it into a “Guerilla Garden” owned by the City.  
 

When rumors surfaced about a city plan to allow an apartment 
building on the site, EPIC went door-to-door and canvased the 
neighborhood receiving unanimous support to use a portion of 
the East Phillips NRP dollars to purchase the garden. Part of the 
purchase negotiations included the commitment of the city to 
remove and replace all contaminated soil on the site.  
 

Gardeners include many of our new Nepali neighbors, a Native 
American language immersion school, the East Phillips Park 
youth plots and many East Phillips family gardeners. 
 

There are 32 plots. The plot fee of $30.00 covers water, property 
tax, insurance and the annual Fall Harvest Party. Gardeners 
contribute 6 hrs/year to help maintain the garden. To make 
gardening affordable for everyone in the ‘hood we have an 
alternative payment policy to alleviate the fee when necessary. 
 

The Garden Meeting Schedule is printed here 
 

Plots go fast so get on the list NOW!  

To get involved in EPIC and East Phillips, 
Join us at any or all of the meetings below. 

 

Designed and Paid for by East Phillips Improvement Coalition

COURTESY DJR ARCHITECTS 

This aerial photograph is of 3-Acres Required for Urban Farm of the 
7 –Acres of the entire Roof Depot Site that was all originally to be used 
by implementation of the ENPI Proposal until City of Mpls. undermined 
the Proposal and planning on demolishing the 230,000 square foot 

“Sears, 1947 Warehouse later Office/Warehouse of Roof Depot Company. 
Demolishing of building will unearth arsenic contaminated soil discov-
ered and regulated during h recent Arsenic Superfund Clean-up of the 
nearby Arsenic Triangle at 28th Street and Hiawatha Av. The existing 
City of Mpls. Maintenance Facility is at the top of the photo at 26th 
St. and Hiawatha Av. and remains the predominant reason the City is 
preferring this site of any other in the City. There is a desire to amass as 
much adjacent land as possible for extensive City use.

COURTESY DJR ARCHITECTS 

Drawing of EPNI proposed development including 28 affordable housing units on 2nd level with individual 
roof-top gardens that are above a high-tech indoor urban and aquaponic farm; local retail shops along 28th 
Street side of the existing warehouse next to indoor low-tech agriculture and aquaponics farm; and a bike 
shop and farmer’s market at east end of the existing warehouse building along the Midtown Greenway. To 
the top of the “L” shape of the EPNI is the city of Mpls. expansion of existing Maintenance Facility at the top 
of the drawing just south of 26th Street and west of Hiawatha Avenue.

EPNI  From page 1

hearing to look at the new evidence 
being brought forward and to seri-
ously consider the HIA report’s 
strong recommendations. The 2008 

EPNI/Roof Depot update
Clark/Berglin State of Minnesota 
law requiring cumulative health 
impact analysis for polluters in East 
Phillips is cited in the study and must 

also be applied to the City’s proposal 
and be enforced. 

2. To hold an official City Coun-
cil Hearing on the community-
based, community-led plan to begin 
to address environmental injustice 
in East Phillips. This publicly funded 
plan would create a year-round 
indoor urban farm at the former Roof 
Depot site with green jobs and job 
training, 23 units of very low income 
affordable housing, entrepreneurial 
space for cultural markets (including 

Native American and other cultural 
crafts), a youth-led World Cafe, a 
certified kitchen, a bicycle shop and 
more. This plan would bring tangi-
ble solutions to address the recom-
mendations of the HIA and other 
economic and social justice commu-
nity development efforts, but it has 
never been given an official hear-
ing by the Minneapolis City Coun-
cil. This is an incredible community 
asset that begins to address Phase 2 
of the HIA’s recommendations. 

On Friday, January 17, 2020, 
EPNI was pleased to learn that there 
WILL BE A HEARING ON THESE 
ISSUES, announced by Council 
Vice President Andrea Jenkins. It is 
scheduled for a meeting of the City 
Council’s Committee of the Whole, 
which Council Member Jenkins 
chairs. The hearing will be January 
29, 2020, at 1:30pm. We are grateful 
for this opportunity and ready and 
willing to work with the City on this 
critical Environmental Justice work.

alleynews.org • February 2020“Power concedes nothing without a demand. It never did and it never will.” 
– Frederick Douglass, 1818-18956
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the alley MAKES US REAL
I cherish those moments when I 

have shared copies of the alley with 
the subjects of my picture stories. 
They glow. And it is not because 
they have not read the story and 
seen the picture. I always col-
laborate before publication, so the 
subjects know what is coming. It’s 
just that that moment of feeling 
the newspaper in hand, of seeing 
oneself in print, is so empowering. 
My story is being heard. My story is 
real. the alley makes us real.

 Mike Hazard 

alley people,
the alley reflects the influence of 

the Phillips Neighborhood, a devel-
oping community of many communi-
ties, and moreover, imparts an influ-
ence to surrounding neighborhoods 
which also reflect and influence the 
nation, and the world which resides 
within us.

 Peter Molenaar
 

Selected recent alley Thank You Notes
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RETURNING CHAPTER 6

Unknown
By PATRICK CABELLO HANSEL

Luz yelled at Angel, “How 
could you forget to pick up our 
daughter?!”

Angel yelled at Luz, “I 
thought it was your turn!  I 
worked a double shift yester-
day.”

Luz, “How could you do 
this?”

Angel, “I didn’t DO any-
thing!”

Their shouting woke up 
Angelito from his nap.

“Mami, papito, why are you 
shouting at each other?” he 
asked, bursting into tears.

Angel went to comfort his 
son; Luz called the daycare.  
It went to voicemail.  She 
called the director’s cell phone. 
Same.  She called a friend, a 
mother of another child in the 
program, and no answer there 
either.

There comes a point when 
the profound terror of a lost 
child bursts past shock, anger 
and blaming, and settles into 
desperation.  Alone, that can 
lead a parent to either paraly-
sis or futile violence.  Fortu-
nately, Luz and Angel were 
able to put their blame mecha-
nism aside and comfort each 
other.  They began to think the 
same.  Angel passed Angelito 
to his wife, who went for his 

coat, while Angel put on his 
shoes and coat.  Each of them 
reminded each other to bring 
their phones and keys.

Mi Familia Day Care was 
a few short blocks from their 
apartment.  The slush had 
begun to freeze, so there were 
a few slips and near-falls on 
the way.  Angelito kept asking 
where they were going, and 
Angel and Luz both told him 
they were just going to get his 
sister.

In their rational minds, they 
didn’t expect to see anyone 
at the daycare, but the part of 
them that hopes was guiding 
their steps and moving their 
eyes and legs.  When they 
arrived, there was only the se-
curity light on above the door.  
Luz rang the bell several times, 
and pounded on the glass door.  
Angel peered in—by the thin, 
red light of the emergency exit 
signs, he couldn’t tell if any-
thing was out of place. It took 
them a minute to realize that 
there was a handwritten note 
taped to the door. It looked 
like it had been ripped from a 
notebook.
“What’s it say,” Angel asked.  

Luz read it out loud:
Don’t worry.
We have your light blessing.
You will know where she is.
“What?!” Angel asked.  He 

took the paper from Luz and 
read it again.
“We have your light bless-

ing?” he shouted. “What the 
hell does that mean?”

“And how ‘will we know 

where she is’?” Luz cried.  
“Oh Angel, somebody took our 
baby!”

They did not notice that 
when they tore the note off the 
door, the left a piece hang-
ing there.  They didn’t pay 
attention to the marks on the 
bottom of the page they held 
in their hands:  two small open 
arrows ^ ^ pointing up, and a 
vertical straight line next to it.  
Had they seen those markings 
and had they matched them to 
the markings on the scrap left 
on the door, they would have 
seen the initials M L written 
there.  Had they done so, they 
might have realized that their 
dear Lupita was safe, and that 
the mysterious M L was some-
one they could trust.  But in 
their terror, they could not see.

A fierce wind blew around 
the corner of Lake Street and 
blew the paper out of Angel’s 
hand.  He dashed into the 
street after it, almost getting 
hit by a dark colored van with 
tinted windows.  The driver 
honked and the passengers 
shouted, but Angel was only 
thinking about preserving the 
only clue they had.

Luz, on the other hand, 
saw the van, saw it had no 
license plate on either the 
front or back, and heard the 
voice.  A second fierce wind 
blew through her; not from the 
storm that was starting outside, 
but from the storm that had 
been hidden inside her for a 
long time.

To be continued…

About a month ago, I at-
tended a seminar for grant 
writers. Everyone there hoped 
to find more effective ways 
of convincing foundations 
to give money to our agen-
cies. During the discussion, 
someone asked me how 
Peace House Community had 
pivoted in our service deliv-
ery model since the onset of 
covid. If you aren’t sure what 
they were talking about, don’t 
feel alone. I understood all the 
words they used but still had 
to translate the question into 
normal person language.
“Pivoting” is the trendy new 

way of asking how organiza-
tions are adapting to changing 
circumstances. I was supposed 
to say something like, “We’ve 
pivoted to external service 
delivery to reduce the risk of 
covid transmission onsite”, 
which would have meant 
we’re serving meals in our 
parking lot instead of in our 
building. The person I was 
speaking with would have 
understood my answer, but I 
couldn’t bring myself to say 
such a ridiculous sentence.

Instead, I explained that 
PHC has been flexible about 
how we provide our services. 
I spend a lot of time speak-
ing with our community 
members about what they 
need and figuring out how to 
meet those needs. If I asked 
them how I should pivot, they 
might think I was about to 
break into dance and move 
a safe distance away. On the 
other hand, if I ask them what 
sort of foods we should serve 

through the winter,or how to 
help them stay warm, they will 
give me a roadmap for what 
to do. Our members can be as 
creative and imaginative as 
any foundation in figuring out 
how to adapt to covid or any 
other crisis they face.

I have been struck by the 
amount of creativity I have 
seen in other parts of soci-
ety over the last few months. 
People with limited resources 
are finding innovative ways to 
meet their needs and care for 
family and friends (and some-
times even complete strang-
ers). Sometimes it is a matter 
of survival, but often it is sim-
ply a desire to make the world 
a better place. They take it as 
a personal challenge to find in-
novative ways to make things 
work in a world that feels like 
it has fallen apart. When I see 
some of the ideas they have, I 
realize just how unimaginative 
I am. I can come up with good 
ideas, but usually only when it 
is absolutely necessary. Other 
people do it every day just 
for fun, and they make it look 
easy.

I want to take this opportu-
nity to thank everyone who is 
keeping us sane and optimistic 
through their creativity. You 
are facing the same lousy 
situations as the rest of us, but 
you are handling them with 
anything from determination 
to playfulness. You remind 
us that we are not governed 
by our situation, and that we 
can always choose to fight 
back against our problems in 
new ways. You are subvert-

In Praise of Creativity
By MARTI MALTBY

Peace House Community–A Place to Belong

By HOWARD McQUITTER II

Moviegoers will always re-
member one of the most men-
acing villains on silver screen 
who was the original Darth 
Vader played by the towering 
bodybuilder, 6-foot-7, David 
Prowse. He was the perfect fit 
to play the major antagonist 
in the Star Wars series (started 
in 1977) which would meet 
stupendous success at the box 
office. 

Mr. Prowse would put on a 
40 pound outfit black helmet 
(gold-trimmed around the 
edges), black leather bodysuit, 
black gloves, black knee-high 
boots, fiberglass breastplate 
and last but not least, he car-
ried a long lightsaber. Behind 
all that gear he essentially 
remained anonymous. 

Star Wars creator George 
Lucas met Prowse at Twenti-
eth Century Fox’s offices in 
London in 1976. Prowse had 
played Frankenstein’s mon-
ster for Hammer Studios in 
London. Lucas was impressed 
seeing Prowse in a bit part 

in Stanley Kubrick’s movie 
“Clockwork Orange” (1971) 
Intern Lucas offered Prowse 
the part to play Darth Vader in 

“Star Wars” (1977), “The Em-
pire Strikes Back” (1980) and 

“Return of the Jedi” (1983)
David Charles Prowse was 

born in Bristol England, on 
July 1,1935. As a boy, he 
played sports such as rugby 
and track and field - a sprinter 
and long jump in very skilled 
fashion. His weight lifting 
paid off for he became heavy-
weight weightlifting champion 
in the 1960s. 

Prowse also played the 
Green Cross Code, a su-
perhero who advocated for 
road safety, and influenced a 
generation of British children. 
He be suffered from arthritis 
and started a campaign to raise 
money to fight the disease. 
In 1999, Prowse was made 
a Member of the Order of 
the British Empire by Queen 
Elizabeth Il for his work to 
charity and road safety.

He is survived by his wife 
Norma Scammell and three 
children.

ing the storyline that says we 
are nothing more than victims 
who must submit to the condi-
tions in which we find our-
selves. Thank-you for doing 
what you do.

well. Diners of all income 
are welcome. Masks are 
required.2511 East Franklin 
Avenue, (Bethany Lutheran 
Church Building.) https://
www.facebook.com/justone-
guymakingsoup/

 
Is there something going 

on in Phillips that should be 
noted in the alley? Maybe a 
shoutout for a job well done, 
an inspiring development, or 
a bittersweet farewell? Let us 
know all about it by sending 
your sentences to: copydesk@
alleynews.org

CALL FOR 
SUBMISSIONS

Movie Corner

David Prowse

Continued from page 3...

Random 
Alley News

Everyone has been cooking more 
than ever with COVID-19 closing 
restaurants and keeping us shut in. 
No doubt we all have come up with a 
delicious new dish, made one better, 
or returned to old favorites. 

Let’s spread the love by sharing 
our favorite dishes. Send your recipes 
to copydesk@alleynews.org with the 
story behind it. A picture of you and/

or your creation will only make it 
more delicious!

Some 38 years ago these recipes 
appeared in The Alley Newspaper. 

This worn, torn beloved recipe 
submitted by Mary Ellen Kaluza. She 
noted, “I’ve made the Impossible 
Green Bean Pie countless times since. 
Thank you, Lois Parker!”
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Raise Your Voice

Way 
Forward: 
Abolish?
By PETER MOLENAAR

It appears that a section of 
the deep state has been mobi-
lized to thwart the well armed 
Proud Boys, (sons of Little-
Boy-Man). Indeed, a thin blue 
line is forming to defend the 
degree of democracy afforded 
us under the capitalist system. 
Meanwhile, ”we the people” 
will defend and deepen democ-
racy- the thread that ties us 
ultimately to socialism. On the 
other hand, some “fine citi-
zens’’ are infiltrating the police.

In opposition to the looming 
electric vehicle revolution, the 

military industrial complex de-
mands more copper from the 
ground. For her part, Mother 
Earth declares a limited 
capacity to serve both. Hence, 
a developing contradiction is 
emerging within the present 
ruling class.

A framed art print rests on 
my desk, conveying,; KNOW 
PEACE, LIVE JUSTICE. 
There is an image of an 
African-descended person 
caressing a dove. The artist, 
Ricardo Levins Morales, is 
much appreciated around here, 
but allow me to pick a bone 
with him.

Scattered about in our mini 
lending libraries is found 
a book called: Enough Is 
Enough (the cover is purple). 
150 years of MPD misconduct 
has been documented as a 
backlog to the almost daily on-
going outrages in this country. 
Try to remember every name… 
my aging brain suffers from 

several head injuries, includ-
ing two stemming from armed 
robberies, during which I was 
knocked unconscious. Brother 
Ricardo was instrumental in 
producing Enough Is Enough. 
The sign on his studio door 
reads, “Abolish the Police 
Now!”

According to Enough Is 
Enough (p.7) those of us 
who continue to advocate 
for reform are guilty of “the 
ultimate in magical thinking!”. 
Moreover, in essence the de-
mand PURGE THE RACISTS 
is said to flow from “frivolous 
arguments”, i.e., reform is not 
possible.

In fairness to Enough Is 
Enough, “abolition” actu-
ally might mean incremental 
defunding over time (p. 49). In 
theory, a progressively revised 
budget would uplift communi-
ties, thereby reducing the need 
for police. However, what 
cadre of social workers will 

• KEYS MADE 
• LOCKS RE-KEYED
• 5 GALLON PAINT
• EXCELLENT PRICES 
• RUG DOCTOR RENTAL
•  TRAILERS FOR RENT: 

OPEN & ONE ENCLOSED
•  EXPERT WINDOW/SCREEN REPAIR

Welna in Phillips 2438 Bloomington Ave.  612-729-3526
Welna II in Seward 2201 East Franklin Ave.  612-332-4393 
Welna in Robbinsdale 4140 West Broadway  763-533-2758

WELNA
HARDWARE

Thank you

Years of 
advertising!

45

Covid-19 Customer Service
Curbside Pick-Up and Delivery Available.

Call each store for most up to date Open Hours
OPEN AGAIN: 2438 Bloomington Av.   612-729-3526
OPEN AGAIN: 2201 East Franklin Av.  612-332-4393

317 E. 38th St. 

NEW STORE HOURS
8AM-9PM

8AM-9AM will be reserved for older adults 
and those who have compromised immune systems

For the latest updates, please visit
seward.coop/coronavirus/

intervene in potentially violent 
scenarios without police 
backup?

Reality check…
Has a one-sided focus on 

the police question dimmed 
the big picture? No way will 
defunding the police pur-
chase the required reparations. 
Enough Is Enough makes no 
mention of taxing the rich; no 
mention of demilitarizing the 
whole economy; no mention 
of fundamental socialist trans-
formations. Is “the system” 
eternal in their view? Truly, 
such is the nature of magical 
thinking.

So, what reforms might be 
implemented in the here and 
now? Camden New Jersey set 
the example by firing its entire 
force, and then reconstructing 
minus the corrupt elements. 
Were Minneapolis to follow 
suit, the door would be opened 
to COMMUNITY CONTROL 
(i.e., vetting).

Might it be possible to hu-
manize the police?

Some 20 years ago, East 
Phillips leaders met with a 
competent police liaison. We 
were, at the time, a neighbor-
hood full of children and crack 
cocaine. Might we expand 
from this experience to have 
every officer report to public 
gatherings on a scheduled 
basis? Hey, once they get to 
know us, the sum total of their 
arrogance should diminish! 
Not every apple in the barrel 
is rotten to the core. However, 
toss out the Proud Boy variety, 
please.

Despite 150 years of bad 
precedent, every social forma-
tion is fraught with contradic-
tion, and therefor is subject to 
change. In the not so distant 
future, in consequence to a 

”democratic worker’s state”, 
the state (i.e., the repressive 
arm of government) will 
wither away. Ricardo Levins 
Morales and his many friends 
are good people. Ricardo’s 
father was a Marxist-Leninist. 
I honor his father’s memory.

Saving the 
Roof Depot
By EAST PHILLIPS NEIGHBORHOOD 
INSTITUTE

The East Phillips Neigh-
borhood Institute -- through 
investor Agro Fund One, Ltd. 

-- has offered to purchase the 
historic former Roof Depot 
building. Agro Fund One 
hopes to participate in East 
Phillips residents’ own idea: 
turn the huge former Roof 
Depot warehouse building into 
the East Phillips Indoor Urban 
Farm. This indoor farm would 
be a community-based aqua-
ponic urban farm facility, with 
a farmer’s market, community 
kitchen, cafe and coffee shop, 
and other entrepreneurial spac-
es to be owned and operated 
by neighborhood residents. 
Jobs and job-training would 
help provide living wage and 
second-chance jobs with a 

priority for local community 
residents. However, if the 
City is allowed to go forward 
with its plan, the huge former 
warehouse building at the 
intersection of East 28th Street 
and Hiawatha Avenue, would 
be demolished and replaced 
with Minneapolis’ proposed 
Hiawatha Campus Expansion 
Project -- a centralized storage 
and maintenance facility for 
their Public Works Depart-
ment with all its equipment 
and vehicles.

The City’s plan would add 
greatly to the environmental 
injustices faced historically 
and currently by the East Phil-
lips neighborhood. This neigh-
borhood is one of the most 
diverse areas in Minneapolis 
and is home to the Little Earth 
of United Tribes commu-
nity -- one of the only Native 
American-preference housing 
complexes in the country. The 
Roof Depot is located on an 
arsenic Superfund site, and 
its demolition would expose 
neighborhood residents to 

more highly toxic arsenic-
contaminated materials.

The Hiawatha Campus 
Expansion Project -- in which 
the City of Minneapolis hopes 
to expand its storage for water 
and sewer maintenance facili-
ties -- would also bring two 
12,000-gallon oil tanks and 
102 pieces of diesel equipment 
into this neighborhood. An 
asphalt heating facility and 
a 400 car employee parking 
ramp has also been part of 
their revealed plan. The City’s 
project would dramatically in-
crease toxic air pollution from 
more traffic congestion in the 
area and exacerbate existing 
pollution-related health issues 
in the community, including 
asthma and cardiovascular 
disease -- additionally magni-
fying COVID’s disproportion-
ate impact.

EPNI has sued the City of 
Minneapolis in an attempt to 
stop the project, and is using 
other avenues to ensure the 
City’s project is halted.
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ANNUAL MEETING 

February 23, 2021

VIA ZOOM, 6-8pm

• Hear from speakers & neighbors
•  Celebrate Midtown Phillips pride  

with fellow community members
•  Get the annual report of MPNAIs   

activities & projects during 2020
•  Learn about our partner  

organizations & upcoming initiatives

• Join the Midtown Phillips Neighborhood Assoc. board!
(District Rep candidates must live or work within  

the neighborhood boundaries as listed below)

OPEN POSITIONS:
•   Midtown Phillips Board President
•   District 1: 24th-26th & Chicago to 12th Avenue 
•   District 3: 26th-28th & Chicago to 12th Avenue 
•   District 5: 28th-Lake & Chicago to 12th Avenue 
•  At Large Representative

�is letter is one composed of many voices. We are 
a�ordable housing advocates, (many for 30 years), 
Lake Street business owners, and cyclists. All are 
neighborhood activists, (many for up to 40 years) 
who live or work in the Midtown or East Phillips 
Neighborhoods. Because of our collective years of 
activism we see three areas of concern for our city/
county/state that need to be the priority of these 
bodies of government.

1.    Homelessness, and the encampments cropping 
up in our city. 

2.   �e increased level of violent crime citywide.
3.     �e need for jobs and economic development,  

along with the rebuilding of East Lake Street’s 
small, minority, and immigrant businesses

 Nothing will be resolved in Minneapolis, if 
these three issues are not made our priority. For 
example, will Minneapolis be able to attract con-
vention business or any businesses that employ its 
citizens if violent crime has over-run it and tent 
cities continue to crop up? We don’t want to be-
come another Detroit and that is what’s happening. 
To address these issues lawmakers need to come 
together under holistic plans, like the heading 
home plans already created, crime reduction strat-
egies, put in place in the 1990s, under the federally 
funded program, Weed and Seed and comprehen-
sive plans for job creation, especially for minority 
youth. �ey need to listen to the experts, whose 
voices on homelessness, crime and job creation 
were once heard, when plans were implemented 
and we were on our way to solving these problems. 
New voices need to be heard like those coming 
from directors of shelters, those who do outreach, 
work with law-enforcement to create equal justice 
for all in order to reduce crime, and develop op-
portunities for youth and our neighbors in need of 
good-paying jobs. Many past and present strategies 
have been disregarded by those who govern. We 
have been told they can’t be implemented due to 
regulations, funding or other reasons. 

 If these three issues are addressed and 
funded many of society’s ills will be lessened if 
not alleviated with much less work, for much less 
money. Funding for them should be a top priority. 
Presently it is not. For example, many members 
of the Phillips Neighborhoods were the drivers 
for the creation of the Midtown Greenway. Many 
residents of these neighborhoods are avid cyclists, 
and have enjoyed its bene�ts and its connection 

to all the other trails in the Metro area. It took 
thousands upon thousands of hours of volunteer 
work and millions of dollars to create and today all 
that work and all those funds have gone down the 
drain, because of the encampments. Yet today the 
Minneapolis City Council, Hennepin County and 
the Minneapolis Park Board have moved forward 
with the construction of hundreds of thousands of 
dollars’ worth of new trails that cyclists are afraid 
to use, because of the encampments that continue 
to grow and attract crime, drug dealing, car racing, 
and �res. Cyclist (some on this letter) will say that 
they don’t need any more trails until homelessness 
has been addressed! “Nothing good comes of en-
campments,” said a former outreach worker in our 
neighborhood with years of experience. 

 We have been a�ordable housing activists for 
more than 30 years: 
•   advocating for funding and bonding on the state 

level, educating, adding input to Heading Home 
Hennepin, advocating for ordinance changes, and 
most importantly leveraging millions of dollars of 
neighborhood funding in order to build a�ordable 
rental units, houses, and rehab our housing stock. 

�e contributors of this letter have been residents 
of East/Midtown Phillips from ten to forty years 
and have collectively:
•   contributed hundreds of years’ worth of volun-

teer organizing in this community, from block 
club leaders, NNO, Phillips Community Clean 
Sweep, and annual festivals. We were the spark for 
the creation of the Midtown Greenway, saved the 
former Sears building to be transformed into the 
Midtown Exchange, lobbied the state for bonding 
and fund-raised for the building of the East Phil-
lips Park Cultural and Community Center, among 
many other accomplishments. 

�rough Weed and Seed, we leveraged funding:
•   for the implementation of strategies and the 

creation of programs for �ghting crime in or-
der to keep our neighborhood safe. We funded 
youth programs, cameras on Bloomington Ave, 
ShotSpotter, and community policing. We worked 
with law enforcement to identify hot spots, and 
created restorative justice, among many other 
strategies and crime–�ghting programs. It is sad 
to see so many of them go by the wayside.

For forty years the great organizers of Phillips 
worked to:
•   bring in minority and immigrant businesses, 

especially the Latinx Community, worked with 
many organizations, like MADDADS, �e Min-
nesota Indian Women’s Resource Center, neigh-
borhood youth organizations, churches, and 
mosques to make our neighborhood welcoming 
and livable for all.

 �e encampments that have endangered our 
community along with the racism that has been 
allowed to systemically grow and fester in all de-
partments of our city, including law-enforcement, 
causing violence and even death to some of our citi-
zens, and the riots that were allowed to run rampant 
through our immigrant and minority owned busi-
nesses, a district serving a neighborhood populated 
with vulnerable, low-income families and the elder-
ly who relied on those businesses, has set us back. 
We saw forty years of work and funding go down the 
drain. We feel like the sacri�cial lamb. 
 Many of the businesses in the Midtown and 
East Phillips community including those on Lake 
Street were thriving prior to this year’s events. �ese 
businesses are a testament to the inclusive principles 
and practices that make our city so special! From 
our Latino bakery to our Somali café; we’ve been the 
benefactor of economic growth through inclusive 
policies. It’s imperative that the city employs strate-
gies that will protect those businesses and those who 
frequent them. �ere have been many things lost 
this year; please don’t let these business owners and 
patrons lose their trust in our city. We had promised 
to protect them.  

 Lastly, the best social program is a job. Em-
ployment, training and jobs work to address the 
root cause of need which leads to crime. Under 
Mayor Sharon Sayles Belton we applied for and were 
designated an Empowerment Zone Community. 
Millions of dollars were awarded to create and train 
for jobs–good-paying jobs.

•   We challenge the City/County/State to create at 
least 500 jobs with some of the newly approved 
stimulus dollars; that a Jobs & Employment ini-
tiative is prioritized for at risk youth of diverse 
backgrounds and those living on the margins, in 
our neighborhoods. 

•   Support the Urban Farm concept as proposed 
for the Roof Depot Site and stop the relocating of 
more pollution oriented services in our Phillips 
Community. �is job-creating example, is East 
Phillips’ �ght for the former Roof Depot site for 

the creation of an Urban Farm and to save the 
former Sears Warehouse Building on that site, 
as opposed to the City of Minneapolis’ acquisi-
tion of it for the water department, which would 
bring hundreds of pollution-causing trucks into a 
neighborhood already saturated with ground and 
air pollution. Instead we could have environmen-
tal justice and a project that will create an estimat-
ed one hundred to two hundred jobs. Saving the 
former Sears Warehouse would be a good oppor-
tunity to house lost restaurants and small shops to 
the riots, in a building that would need little work 
toward its restoration. But, a city that lost count-
less buildings to the riots wants to tear it down!

•   We are calling for the implementation of the orig-
inal plan for a streetcar/trolley on the Greenway 
as soon as possible. It will provide a time-saving 
mode for inner city residents, without the need 
of a car, to reach the airport, educational insti-
tutions, and malls. But, more importantly, it will 
make it possible for our residents to access jobs 
and economic opportunities outside of the city.

•   We support Chief Rondo, a Southside Central 
High School graduate with extraordinary experi-
ence in policing and what is needed for change. 

 
•   We support the Mayor’s budget as proposed and 

pledge to work in partnership with him and the 
Chief on police reform. We also support the May-
or’s budget with regard to neighborhood organi-
zations. Funding at the neighborhood level allows 
neighborhood based approaches and solutions to 
safety and root cause needs.

 East and Midtown Phillips residents who 
live diversity and were the �rst neighborhood to 
welcome with open arms the Islamic Center, have 
generated and bene�tted from more bottom up 
plans, programs, projects, strategies and movements 
than can be counted. We have been resisted and our 
visions and goals have o�en been disregarded by 
those who govern, but we persist. And though our 
businesses and residents have experienced contin-
ued victimization, negatively a�ecting our physical 
health and well-being, we persist. We are Phillips 
Strong. Like the Phoenix we will rise!    

Sincerely, 
Midtown & East Phillips 
Neighborhood residents

A Letter/Manifesto to our Leadership

JANUARY BOARD MEETING 

Tuesday, January 12, 2021
6:30-8 pm

AGENDA:
- Update on Roof Depot site by Brad Pass
- 2021 Partnership request update
- Midtown Phillips yard signs
- Neighborhood Safety update 
See www.midtownphillips.org for updates on agenda.

Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/93003446773

JANUARY COMMUNITY MEETING 

Tuesday, January 26, 2021
6:30-8 pm

AGENDA: 
Lake Street Recovery
-  Update from Wellington Management: Learn about the  

Hi Lake Area and the housing being reconstructed.
-  Lake Street Revitalization  

How are businesses doing? How can we help?

Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/95779856810
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