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City Says “NO!”
Phillips Aquatic Center

School Board says, “YES!”

COMMENTARY: The City Says “NO” to our
Efforts to Clean Up Air Pollution and to Seek
a Better Future for East Phillips
BY CAROL PASS, CHAIR, EAST PHILLIPS
IMPROVEMENT COALITION, EPIC.
In spite of their continuing
rhetoric about ‘equity’, the City
of Minneapolis is rapidly moving
forward with their long-hidden
plans to intensify the air pollution
and traffic congestion problems of
what has become known by area
residents as the “Intersection of
Death”, 28th St. and Cedar Avenue
South, with its dangerous, toxic
and foul-smelling air, its numerous massive and unsightly trucks,
its impossible traffic congestion
and its many nearby families with
children and several ethnic daycare centers. The Ways and Means
Committee of the City Council
voted Monday, June 15th, 4 to 1
with one abstention to approve the
intensification of these problems
and on Friday, June 19th, in a 10
to 3 decision the City Council followed suit, in spite of the many
letters, petitions and loud protests
of your neighbors and many area
organizations.

The Back Story:
Last November the East Phillips
Improvement Coalition, EPIC,
voted to begin a final campaign
after all our others to remove the
existing major polluting industries from East Phillips, i.e. Smith
Foundry and the hot asphalt
plant, Bituminous Roadways, and
replace them with light industry
and residential housing along the
Greenway, changing this area to
a place worthy of Highway 55 as
the City’s International Gateway
from the airport. Residents’ motivation came primarily in response
to new science that has shown dramatically that all of this pollution
is far worse for children than has
been known in the past. ADHD
and asthma recently figured far
more heavily in the childhood
health impacts resulting from
these industries. EPIC, to implement our vote, began pressuring
these industries to move and startRoof Depot
see page 6

A Historic Decision!

COMMENTARY: Mpls. School Board made a magnanimous commitment of money and intent to youth and the Phillips Aquatic Center
partnering with the Mpls. Park Board
BY DENNY BENNETT, MINNEAPOLIS
SWIMS, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, PRESIDENT
Tuesday night June 23, was
historic! In a most selfless and
noble act, the Minneapolis
School Board passed a resolution MPS Board giving $1.75M
in capital, in addition to their
$150K annual operating commitment to the Phillips Aquatic
Center.
These 10 lanes are going to
change Minneapolis! Another
$500K to go!
There is a potential “Angel
Donor” who may, in the wake of
MPS’s selfless gift step up and
give us the money we need to get
to the 8-lane configuration anyway! Exciting stuff! We’ll know
soon!
Historic, Selfless, Noble?
Really? Yes, really!
First, let me begin by saying
that tonight caps years of efforts by
this group to convince Minneapolis
Public Schools (MPS) of the virtues

of swimming, and why Phillips, of
all places, was the one neighborhood that most deserved this type
of gift from the coffers of the
MPS treasury. With MPS firmly
entrenched in the philosophy of not
investing capital in properties they
do not own, and many budget fires
of their own to put out, we resigned
ourselves to never receiving capital
dollars from MPS towards this
project.
Of course, once it is built, we
need to make sure it is sustainable,
so we were quite pleased to get
MPS to agree to a 5 year commitment to contribute $150,000
towards operating costs.
As our fundraising gained
momentum over the past year, and
some of the players on the MPS
board changed, and the neighborhoods stepped up with significant money, things changed. The
Minneapolis Parks and Recreation
Board (MPRB) took notice, other
donors took notice, and a swim-

ming task force at MPS was set up,
and they took notice.
With the MPRB getting close to
“picking a final pool”, there were
some “what if” conversations with
MPS board members along the
lines of, “What if you had 50%
ownership of the Phillips Aquatics
Center, and it was going to be a 2
pool 8-lane/4-lane facility, where
you could use the 8-lane pool to
host swim meets? In that instance,
would you consider a capital contribution?” In a school district that
only has 1 competition pool, a
6-lane pool, this was interesting.
In the meantime, MPRB passed
their resolution, choosing the pool
with the 6/4 configuration, and
although still about $2.4M short,
saying they would finance the difference.
My
conversations
with
MPS continued. Interim MPS
Aquatic Center
see page 7
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“At the end of the day people won’t remember what you said or did,
they will remember how you made them feel.” – Maya Angelou
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BY ERIN THOMASSON
Children & Family Programs
Learn Together: Reading with
Horse Power!
Wed July 8, 10:30 am. All ages.
Learn all about horses through
stories. At the end of the event,
you will be able to pet and
interact with a live miniature
horse.
Espectáculo en vivo: Las
aventuras de Juan Bobo / Live
Show: The Adventures of Juan
Bobo
Wed July 15, 10:30 am. Para
todas las edades. Acompáñenos
en un espectáculo de títeres
interactivo acerca de un niño
decidido a poner al derecho un
mundo que anda al revés. En el
camino encuentra español, inglés,
adivinanzas, diablillos tontos, un
cerdo desaparecido y un pueblo
necesitado de un héroe.
All ages. Join us for an
interactive puppet show about
a young boy determined to turn
an upside-down world right-side
up. On the way, he encounters
Spanish, English, riddles, silly
devils, a missing pig and a
village in need of a hero.
Kids Tech: LEGO© Stop
Motion Animation
Wed July 15, 3-4:40 pm. For
families. Bring your own LEGO
creation to feature in an animated
stop motion video or make one
at the library and bring it to life
with the magic of animation! Led
by the library’s Teen Tech Squad.
Live Show: Puppet Storytellers
Fri July 17, 10:30-11:30 am.
For families. Watch puppets tell
stories about animals, adventures
and overcoming adversity. Be
ready for added fun by rhyming,
singing and dramatic play!
Live Show: Brodini
Wed July 22, 10:30 am. For
families. Magician Graylyn
Morris will raise spirits and test
kids’ powers of concentration as
he manipulates ropes, scarves,
balls and other magician’s props
in a perplexing “now-you-see-it,
now-you-don’t” performance!
Family Storytime
Fri at 10:30 am. For children
of all ages and their parent or
caregiver. Talk, sing, read, write
and play together in a format
appropriate for young children.
Share books, stories, rhymes,
music and movement.
Puzzlemania!
Thursdays through Aug 13, 2-3
pm. For families. Enjoy a variety
of educational and fun puzzles
and games!
Súper Kínder: listos para
el kínder / Súper Kínder: A
School Readiness Program for
Latinos
Tues & Thurs through July 23,
10:30 am-12:30 pm. Se requiere
inscripción; empieza el 26 de
mayo; límite 10. La Biblioteca
Franklin ofrecerá una clase gratis
en español para los niños que van
a entrar al kínder en septiembre y
sus padres o quien los cuida. Le
enseñaremos como preparar a su
niño para entrar a la escuela con
actividades divertidas que podrán
hacer en casa. Este programa
es gratis y está diseñado
especialmente para familias que
hablan español como primer
idioma. Inscríbase directamente
en la Biblioteca Franklin o llame
al 612-543-5648.

Programs at
the Franklin
Library

1314 E. Franklin Avenue
Complete program list or
info
612- 543-6925
www.hclib.org
Mon, Fri & Sat: 9am–5pm
Tue, Wed & Thurs:
9am –8pm
Sun: 12-5pm
For families. Ages 4-5 and their
parents/caregivers will meet at
Franklin Library for five weeks
to learn activities and skills that
build early literacy and ensure
school success. This program is
for families who speak Spanish
as their first language. Register
directly at Franklin Library or
call 612-543-5648.
Art Out of the Box: Musical
Monsters
Wed, July 29, 2-3 pm. Entering
grades 2-5. Play with mirrors,
googly eyes, and your own
perspective with inspiration
from the Minneapolis Institute
of Arts, the mind of American
artist Mark Mothersbaugh, and
museum-trained teens. Meet us at
the intersection of music, art and
fun! Materials provided.
Franklin Teen Center Programs
Urban 4-H Club
Tues 5–7 pm. We do everything
from urban gardening to digital
photo/video to theater.
Teen Tech Workshop
Wed 4:30-6 pm. Get creative
and make music, videos,
animation and other projects
using both high- and low-tech
tools, everything from iPads and
3D printers to synthesizers and
sewing machines. Led by the
library’s Teen Tech Squad.
Young Achievers
Thurs July 23 & 30, 3:30-5
pm. Do you want to be involved
in your community? Then bring
your friends and come for poetry,
arts, games and more!
Re-imagine Toys
Tues, July 28, 2-4 pm. Entering
grades 6-12. Bring your twisted
sense of humor and mischievous
ideas and we’ll provide familiar
and not-so-familiar toys for you
to reverse engineer and redesign
into incredible new creations.
Barbie dolls could become
monsters, Slinkys might turn into
skyscrapers or lunchboxes could
facilitate time travel.
Adult Programs
Education Alternatives
Mon July 3, 1:00 pm. Join
this monthly discussion of
persistent problems in education
and possible solutions,
based on the writings in
Knowles Dougherty’s blog:
educationspersistentproblems@
wordpress.com.
Memoir Writing Group
Monday, July 20, 1:00 pm.
Would you like to create a
record of your personal history?
Bring what you have written
and are willing to read to the
group for helpful comments and
suggestions.
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2015 Overcoming

STHAEVDAETE Racism Conference

Presented by the Facilitating Racial Equity Collaborative

Vigilance Now!
November 13-14, 2015
Metropolitan State University, St. Paul, MN

Each day includes a full slate of workshops, with
opportunites to connect, reflect, and commit!
workshop proposals due August 5th

Registration opens September 15th

For more information, visit:

www.overcomingRacism.org

Experience a world tour of tastes, arts
and crafts at our public market.
Lake Street and 10th Ave S | Minneapolis

MIDTownglobalmarket.org

Phillips West
Neighborhood
Upcoming
Events

www.phillipswest.info
July 2nd (Thursday) 6:00 to
7:30 p.m. – Phillips West Monthly
Community Meeting (Note No
July Meeting due to proximity to
4th of July Holiday)
August 4th (Tuesday) 5:00 to
8:00 p.m.
Phillips West Neighborhood
19th Annual National Night Out
Celebration!
Please join hundreds of
Community Partners & Residents
for the biggest National Night
Franklin Learning Center:
612-534-6934
Free, one-to-one tutoring for
adults who are learning English
and math, preparing for the
GED and citizenship exams,
and gaining life skills. We are
always looking for community
volunteers! No experience
necessary; we provide training
and materials.

Out Celebration in Minneapolis!
EVENT AND EVERYTHING
AT IT IS FREE FOR THE
PUBLIC!!!!! Event will be
held along 27th Street between
Columbus and Portland Avenues!
A variety of FREE Picnic Food
including Snow Cones, Popcorn,
Hot Dogs, Watermelon, Cookies
& Ice Cream! There will also be
a variety of Entertainment including a Mariachi Band, an Open Mic
Rap Contest with opportunity to
win Grand Prizes, Salsa Dancers,
3 Clowns, 2 Bounce Houses, a
Puppet show, Face painters,
Fish Pond, Children’s Games,
McGruff the Crime Dog, twinkle
the Mascot, Mickey Mouse, and a
Giant Inflated Slide! Information
on dozens of Community
Resources will be available! If
you would like an information
table or would like to get involved
contact Crystal at 612-879-5383
or email pwno2005@yahoo.com
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“Take down the (Confederate) flag!”
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Albert Emmanuel Nelson

It’s a safe bet that Albert
Emanuel
Nelson
loved
Minneapolis Pioneers and Soldiers
Memorial Cemetery more than
anyone else ever has. From 1928
until 1953 he was responsible for
overseeing the care and maintenance of the cemetery grounds,
for conserving and protecting the
cemetery’s records, and for serving as the cemetery’s one-man
public relations firm.
That’s what he was paid to
do, but it does not begin to capture the reverence with which he
approached his work. His interest
in the cemetery and the lives of the
people buried there—“the builders of Minneapolis,” as he called

Tales from Pioneers
& Soldiers Cemetery
Sue Hunter Weir
125th in a Series
them-- was his passion as well as
his day job. He spent his free time
assembling a library of more than
100 volumes of local history and
gathering information for the book
that he intended to write. There
was a lot of information and gathering it was a time consuming task
in those pre-internet days.
Albert Nelson was born in
Minneapolis on February 1, 1892,
a little more than 30 years after the

start of the Civil and Indian wars,
but close enough in time to them
to have heard first-hand accounts
from veterans and their families.
The veterans and Minnesota’s territorial pioneers were of special
interest to him, and he was also
deeply interested in the lives of
Swedish immigrants like his parents Nels and Anna Nelson.
Albert was Nels and Anna’s
only child. It is not clear what happened to Nels but by 1893, shortly
after Albert was born, Anna began
describing herself as a widow and
was faced with the task of raising
her son by herself. She worked as
a “laundress,” washing and ironing
the clothes for a private family and
on occasion she took in boarders.
Albert left school after completing
the sixth grade. By the age of 15
he was working as an apprentice,
most likely to a confectioner since
by age 17 he was working as a
clerk in a candy store. At age
18 he was employed as an elevator operator at a downtown hotel.
When the 1920 census was taken,
he was working as a laborer for the
Minneapolis Park Board.
Albert and his mother remained
close throughout her life. They
lived together on the West Bank
about a mile from the cemetery’s
gates. He claimed an exemption from military service during
World War I because he was his

Hennepin County History Museum Special Collections

Quarter Century Steward of the
Sacred-Grounds, Stones, and Stories

Albert E. Nelson, caretaker of Minneapolis Pioneers and Soldiers
Cemetery, from 1928 until 1953, standing at the graves of Philander
and Mary Prescott. Members of the Hennepin History Society had the
Prescotts’ marker enclosed in stones from the first Central High School
in 1926.

mother’s sole source of support.
Anna Nelson died in 1944 aged
84. On January 6, 1945, eight
months after she died, Albert married Susie Anderson.

			

WELNA
HARDWARE

Fall 2015 Series

Cinema in the Cemetery

At dusk on August 29th, we’ll kick off our fall Cinema in the Cemetery
series. The first featured film is “Santo Y Blue Demon Contra Los
Monstruos,” which ranks right up there with “Plan 9 from Outer Space”
for all of you connoisseurs of silly movies. This 1974, Spanish-language
movie, is a cult classic. Watch for further details

• KEYS MADE

OPEN STREETS, Open Cemetery,
August 2, 11- 4

• LOCKS RE-KEYED

Join us at Open Streets on August 2nd from 11 to 4. Visitors can go on
a smartphone history hunt, a non-phone history hunt or just sit in the
shade and rest a while. Kids can make an old-time board game to take
home.

• 5 GALLON PAINT
• EXCELLENT PRICES
• RUG DOCTOR RENTAL
•E
 XPERT WINDOW/SCREEN REPAIR
• TRAILERS FOR RENT–
OPEN AND ONE ENCLOSED

2201 East Franklin 		
2438 Bloomington

612-332-4393
612-729-3526

3440 BLOOMINGTON AVE.
POWDERHORN PARK
MINNEAPOLIS
M-F 6:30-6
SAT 7-5 • SUN 7:30-5
729-5627

Organic &
Fair Trade Coffee
FREE Wireless Internet

Albert was in poor health for at
least a few years before he died.
He had already had two heart
attacks before the one that ended
his life. He died on July 1, 1953
seven months shy of the 100th
anniversary of the cemetery that
he loved so much. He was only
61 years old.
In 1958, a Canadian named Lela
Taylor, wrote a letter addressed to
Albert Nelson asking whether he
could tell her how much a copy
of the book that he had written
would cost. Robert O’Reilly, the
cemetery’s caretaker at the time,
informed her that Albert had died
some years earlier and that he
had checked Albert’s widow who
said that the book had never been
completed.
That didn’t mean, however,
that he hadn’t started one. The
Minnesota Historical Society has
a box containing typed pages, a
handful of photographs, and two
scrapbooks that are cataloged as
the “Albert E. Nelson papers.”
Most of the typewritten pages are
copies of work written by others but several pages are original
work by Albert Nelson. Had he
lived long enough, they would
likely have been incorporated into
the book that he hoped to write.
Friends of the Cemetery plans to
reprint and make his essays available soon.
www.alleynews.org
@alleynews

The EPIC Report – July
www.eastphillips-epic.com

New Free Computer Based Classes
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Those who
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the test will receive their “Certificate Of Completion” – a valuable
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East Phillips SummerFest 2015 was a huge success. The weather was perfect, the crowds enthusiastic, the
the
food
superlative
entertainmentcould
couldnot
nothave
havebeen
been better.
better. The
The Little
food
superlative
andand
thetheentertainment
Little Thunderbirds
Thunderbirds opened,
opened,
followed
& old
oldEast
EastPhillips
PhillipsNeighbors
Neighborsat at
“Open
Mike/Karaoke
Jam”.
Phillips
followed by
by young
young &
thethe
“Open
Mike/Karaoke
Jam”.
TheThe
EastEast
Phillips
Park
Park
Youth
Talent
continued
to highlight
our community’s
incredible
kids. Former
Bruce
Youth
Talent
ShowShow
continued
to highlight
our community’s
incredible
kids. Former
residentresident
Bruce Nygren
& his Mumblebugs
closed out
the entertainment
with 2 ½ with
magical
of their
original
Nygren
& his Mumblebugs
closed
out the entertainment
2 ½hours
magical
hours
of theirblues.
original blues.

For your
your Calendar:
Calendar:
For

The
NORMALLY meets
meets on
on the
the First
FirstSaturday
Saturdayofofevery
everymonth.
month.
The EPIC
EPIC Board
Board of
of Directors
Directors NORMALLY
th
th
NOTE
THIS
CHANGE
Because
of
the
4
of
July
weekend,
The
July
EPIC
Board
meetingwill
willbe:
be:
NOTE THIS CHANGE Because of the 4 of July weekend, The July EPIC Board meeting
Saturday,
7/11/15.
At
10:00
AM.
The
August
Board
meeting
will
be
8/1/15
At
10:00
AM
as
usual.
Saturday, 7/11/15. At 10:00 AM. The August
will be 8/1/15 At 10:00 AM as usual.
The EPIC General Membership meets on the Second Thursday of each month
The EPIC General Membership meets on the Second Thursday of each month
Thursday,
7/9/15 & 8/13/15 At 6:30 PM
Thursday, 7/9/15 & 8/13/15 At 6:30 PM
Agenda
includes
Industrial Pollution,
Pollution,Crime
CrimeInitiatives,
Initiatives,and
andupdates
updatesononEPIC
EPICprojects
projects
Agenda includes Neighborhood
Neighborhood Industrial
The East Phillips Park Programming Partnership meets on the LAST Tuesday of each month
The East7/28/15
Phillips&Park
Programming
Partnership
meets on the LAST Tuesday of each month
Tuesday,
8/30/15
At 11:30 AM.
Lunch is served
Tuesday,includes
7/28/15Planning
& 8/30/15
At 11:30 AM.
Lunch
is served
Agenda
&Wrap-up
of East
Phillips
SummerFest 2015, updates on EPIC’s Free
Agenda includes Planning &Wrap-up of East Phillips SummerFest 2015, updates on EPIC’s Free
Financial & Computer Literacy Classes & Programming Partner Events & News.
Financial & Computer Literacy Classes & Programming Partner Events & News.
Meeting Location: All the above meetings and events are at the:
Meeting
Location:
All the&
above
meetings
and events
at the:
East
Phillips
Park Cultural
Community
Center
locatedare
at 2307
17th Ave. S.
EastCenter
PhillipsisPark
Culturalaccessible
& Community Center located at 2307 17th Ave. S.
The
wheelchair
The Center is wheelchair accessible
The East Phillips Community 17th Ave. Gardeners meet on the second Saturday of Each Month
The East
Community
17th Ave.
Gardeners
meet September.
on the second
Saturday
of Eachare:
Month
during
the Phillips
gardening
season, normally
from
April through
The
next meetings
during the7/11/15
gardening
season,atnormally
April
through
September.
are:
Saturday,
& 8/8/15
9:00 AMfrom
in the
Garden
located
at 2428The
17ththnext
Ave.meetings
S.
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MIDTOWN PHILLIPS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION, INC
Garden Fall Harvest Party: October 17th 2015 from 4:00 PM until the fire goes out

Designed and Paid for by East Phillips
Improvement Coalition
www.midtownphillips.org
| 612.232.0018
| midtownphillips@gmail.com

.

MIDTOWN PHILLIPS FESTIVAL

JULY 25 2015
,

Saturday, Noon to 8 pm
Stewart Park, 2700 block of 12th

Ave. So.

JUNE BOARD MEETING AGENDA
Tuesday June 9, 6:30-8pm.
Stewart Park (Arts & Crafts Room)
2700 12th Ave S, Minneapolis

CARNIVAL
GAMES
INFLATABLE
JUMPERS
CHILDREN’S STAGE
PONY
RIDES

EXHIBITS

• Approve minutes of 5/12 board meeting (5 min)
• Orientation on funding sources, auditing and the
expectations for MPNAI per our management
response by Robert Thompson, NCR (40 min)

RESOURCE
PROGRAM BOOTHS

FOOD
VENDORS

• Review for Approval HOTB 2015 proposal (15 min)
• Review for Approval Somali/American Radio Station
KALY-LP 101.7 FM proposal (15 min)

EVERYONE
WELCOME

• Midtown Phillips Festival planning/MPNAI booth
(5 min)
• Public comments (10 min)
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  

JUNE COMMUNITY MEETING AGENDA

FREE

ADMISSION!

LIVE
MUSIC!

Public attendance encouraged for community discussion
and awareness of local issues.

Tuesday June 23, 6:30-8pm.
Stewart Park (Multi-purpose Room)
2700 12th Ave S, Minneapolis
• Approve minutes of 5/26 community meeting (5 min)
• Q&A on policy for local park field use with Scott
Vreeland, Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board
(30 min)
• Midtown Phillips Summer Safety Strategy (50 min)
—Inspector Sullivan, 3rd Precinct, Minneapolis Police,
will be joined by HN County Probation, Midtown
Safety Center, HN County Attorney Gail Baez,
Minneapolis Park Police, Transit Police, and
3rd Precinct Community Prosector.
• Midtown Phillips Festival announcement (5 min)

This event is produced by Midto
wn Phillips Neighborhood Assoc
iation, Inc with funding support
Phillips Partnership and Project
from City of Minneapolis,
for Pride in Living. This is an Assoc
iated Aquatennial Event.

FESTIVAL DE PHILLIPS DE MIDTOW
Sábado, mediodía a 8 pm, Parq

ue de Stewart,

N, 25 DE JULIO, 2015

cuadra de 2700 de Av 12 Sur
EXPOSICIONES • CABINAS DE
PRO
• JUEGOS DE CARNAVAL • GAM GRAMAS DE RECURSOS • VENDEDORES DE ALIMENTOS
BOL
• MÚSICA EN VIVO • ENTRADAINFLABLE • PLATAFORMA INFANTIL • CABALGATAS
GRATIS • BIENVENIDOS A TODO
EL MUNDO
Para más informac
ión: www.midtown

phillips.org | 952-996-6490 |
Este evento es producido por
midtownphillips@gmail.com
Midtown Phillips Asociación de
Vecinos, Inc, con el apoyo finan
Asociación de Phillips y Proyecto
ciero de la ciudad de Minneapoli
para orgullo de vivir. Este es un
s,
evento asociado con Aquatenni
al.

www.midtownphillips.org | 612.232.0018 | midtownphillips@gmail.com
This Monthly Alley Newspaper Half Page was paid for by Midtown Phillips Neighborhood Association, Inc.
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“Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty—power is ever stealing from the many to the few…The hand entrusted with power
becomes…the necessary enemy of the people. Only by oversight can the democrat in office be prevented…
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here
We focus on areas of
greatest need and seize promising opportunities
• Great Places: Natural and
built spaces work together and
our environment is protected
All Minneapolis residents, visitors and employees have a safe
and healthy environment.
The
East
Phillips
Corresponding Vision of the
Future:
We concluded that an Urban
Agribusiness would be the best
fit for Roof Depot building and
would implement all the relevant
“Goals and Strategic Directives”
of the Council and Mayor. We
requested that Dean Dovolis work
with us to create an area plan for
the community vision. We then
met at an EPIC community meet-

East Phillips has used very little City money to pull itself up
by its bootstraps. We still have
photos from a huge party Mayor
Belton threw for us years ago
for our work at restoration of
East Phillips, done with so few
resources and we had only just
begun. She handed EPIC a huge
check for $50,000 and persuaded
Honeywell to do the same. It all
went into filling vacant lots with
housing. That was the ‘hey day’
of City support and collaboration
with the neighborhoods. We have
never received so much support
since, and much opposition. The
community has asked, but has not
received and so have done much
on our own. Given the lack of support, we have only asked to be left
alone and, in that setting, have

ing that was widely publicized
to vote on the plan. The vote
passed unanimously. You can see
the basic elements in the picture
at the top of this article. You can
see it includes a large solar array
to provide energy to power the
agribusiness located in the Roof
Depot building. It also includes
residential housing and a bike
shop on the Greenway.
Regarding the Mayor’s and
City Council’s Goals, the following points address these:
• Safe, Livable and healthy- It
would provide fresh, locally
grown food in all seasons with
almost no pollution, not even
from cars, people could walk or
bike to work.
• Elimination of economic disparities and racial inequitieswould provide lots of jobs that
Phillips residents could qualify
for and families will not need to
own a car to get to work. There
are almost no adequate jobs near
by for this population..
• Focus on areas of greatest
need-This is an area of greatest
need. The truth is that for the
first time we now have some
real amenities, the Park Center
and the soon-to-be Swimming
pool, but we did all the fundraisers and raised almost all
the money ourselves, contrary to
many other neighborhoods. We
still have deeply impoverished
families and many are currently
spending an enormous amount
of money and time to travel
great distances to jobs.
• Environmental Justice- All
Minneapolis residents should
have a healthy and safe environment, This proposed development will provide that.

done wonders. The Park Building,
the coming Swimming Pool, the
soccer fields, the two apartment
buildings, 28 town homes, 30 single family homes and many sport
teams testify to that.
We have heard little from the
Downtown Government for years.
This is the first City involvement
in memory and it comes only
as something damaging, future
destroying, with no community
engagement to speak of and a
project concealed from us for
years in which we have had no
say. It is an example which demonstrates a complete failure on the
part of the City to even acknowledge the City’s “Goals, Strategic
Plans,” claims to be concerned
about racial or economic equity or
even a nod toward serious community engagement as espoused
in the documents created by the
City itself, ones to which we in
East Phillips are trying to adhere.
It is time for the City to put its
money where its mouth is or to
pull out and leave us to continue
to rebuild East Phillips by ourselves as we have so beautifully
and with so much hard work done
in the past. Please end this quest to
undo so much we have done and
fought for. We will not back down
from insisting on better treatment
and respect for the goals, hopes
and future plans of East Phillips’
people. This plan included here is
what EPIC’s community engagement has told us the community
wants… This is what the residents
voted for …This is what we insist
on…a much better future than the
grim one the City Council vote
has set before us.

ed building a movement to deindustrialize this area around the
“Intersection of Death”.
It was at that point that the
City planners and Public Works
came out of the woodwork and
revealed their nearly completed
and never-before-seen plan to add
to the polluting industries by buying the Roof Depot site at 1860
East 28th Street and moving the
City Public Water Works facility there, bringing to this already
congested area 68 more massive
trucks, 24 of them diesel, plus
numerous other oversized vehicles, back hoes, bulldozers, etc.
and also all the vehicles needed to
bring 100 employees to and from
the site for work, none of whom
live in Phillips.
This plan would add to the

Core Principles of Community
Engagement.
“1. The Right to be involved
- Public participation is based
on the belief that those who are
affected by a decision have a
right to be involved in the decision-making process.” (Adopted
by Minneapolis City Council,
2007)
How are we to understand the
‘bad faith’ of the City’s concealment along with its failure to
inform the neighborhood residents
for years and then only in the
last few months? How are we to
understand their refusal to carry
out the City’s own code of ethics, stated in part here? What
does it mean that the City ignores
its own documents, which are
to insure ‘equity’ in community

childhood leukemia from these
lines. Who would have asked
these health and justice questions
if we had not? Doesn’t the City
Council and planning department
have some responsibility to ask
them? Where have they been
in any of this? Protection and
seeking to reverse the damage of
low incomes and racial prejudice
against these families and children
has guided the actions of EPIC
since its inception.
The Current Situation:
East Phillips residents and
the East Phillips Improvement
Coalition, EPIC, along with
Tamales y Bicicletas and Council
Member Cano’s office are working to ask the appropriate questions of the project, questions no
one else was asking, such as who

polluting industries, inflicting
on us the opposite of the deindustrialization we had hoped to
achieve. The City acknowledged
to us that they had been planning
this behind our backs since 2001.
They had completely ignored telling the community about this,
ignoring all community engagement for more than a decade. Had
we not begun an “anti-pollution/
protect the neighborhood children” effort, some of us think we
never would have known about
this until the giant trucks began
rolling through the neighborhood
near the completion of the project.
Consider for yourselves number one of the City’s own

engagement and especially with gains and who pays. We worked
regard to one of the poorest and to try to stop the project and, in
most diverse neighborhoods in the the small time left to us, find
City? We are responding in the alternative places for a new Water
only honorable and appropriate Yard to be built. We had been
way, to fight this travesty of proce- considering for years what should
dural and environmental injustice. really be on this site and, again in
We have a long and deep tradi- the shortness of time, we called
tion of working together to battle in Dean Dovolis, the designer of
industries, businesses or individu- our East Phillips Park Cultural
als who wish to locate industries and Community Center, to help
in Phillips, which would harm us with an alternative developor disproportionately burden this ment for the Roof Depot and surpopulation of low income, strug- rounding site. We are working to
gling immigrants, refugees and stop the City’s purchase of the
people of color, roughly 50% who Roof Depot site and, in the short
time the City has left us with,
are children.
Recall that the neighborhood we have developed a better plan,
stopped the County from locating which creates a solution to all the
their Garbage problems of the “Intersection of
T r a n s f e r Death.”
JUNE 8 — AUGUST 13, 2015
AUGUST
13, 2015
began this process
by referStationJUNE
in East 8 —We
Phillips
in ring to the City‘s own stated
the late 90s; “Goals and Strategic Directions of
stopped
the the City of Minneapolis” created
wood burning by the Council and Mayor, to get
Midtown Eco- a sense of direction.
Here are those City goals we
Energy plant in
East Phillips in found most relevant and compel2007 to 2009 ling for us to try to bring into being
when a major to transform the “Intersection of
increase
in Death” and the surrounding area
by it: FOR KIDS
asthma
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A hub of economic activity
11, whenFORwe
and innovation: Businesses-big
learned
of
and small-start, move, stay, grow
an up-tick of

KIDS EAT

FREE

Meals sponsored by Open Arms of Minnesota, Minnesota Department of Education and USDA. Adults are not eligible for meals. Non-discrimination
Statement: “In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the
basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or call toll free (866) 632-9992 (Voice). Individuals who are hearing impaired or have
speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish). USDA is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.”
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Statement: “In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the
basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or call toll free (866) 632-9992 (Voice). Individuals who are hearing impaired or have
speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish). USDA is an equal
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The Alley Newspaper • July 2015

…from hardening into a despot: only by unintermitted Agitation can a people be kept sufficiently awake to principle
not to let liberty be smothered in material prosperity.” – Wendell Phillips 1811-1884
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Cut Worms And Radishes Frank Reflections
“Cut worms” are members of the
largest family in the Lepidoptera,
i.e., they are larvae of a moth. It
was not a rabbit which murdered
your tender young tomato, it was
the devil incarnate.
Behold the innocent one, plump
and curled in the form of a C
beneath the severed plant. What
role in nature did its ancestors
play? What Karmic consequences
might ensue should you destroy
it?
In this matter, I choose to
honor my Christian grandmother.
Straighten the “worm” between
thumbs and forefingers, meditate
briefly, then pop it in two.
On the other hand, experienced
gardeners will follow mitigating
steps: 1.) weed and rake the garden clean before turning the soil in
late autumn, 2.) turn the soil again
come spring, 3.) plant a trap crop.
Who can eat a hundred radishes? Plant them in April, weeks
before setting out expensive transplants. A few fallen radishes will
reveal the whereabouts…
Hmmm…philosophical notes:
1. The universe evolves formation
and exists in constant motion as
a consequence of interpenetrating opposing forces (everything
is self-contradictory).
2. External factors are merely the
conditions, internal contradictions are the basis of change.
3. The accumulation of external
factors (quantitative change) at

Peter Molenaar

Raise Your Voice
some point alters the relative
dominance of aspects within a
contradiction, thereby inducing
qualitative “leaps”.
4. Capitalism is self-contradictory
(unjust, unstable, unsustainable)
but contains the seeds of socialism.
5. We are presently in a quantitative phase of the revolutionary
process (we are not yet in a
revolutionary situation).
6. Given the relationship of forces
in this country, the threat of fascism does exist.
7. The forces which revolve
around the Republican Party
must be blocked and stymied.
8. Social Democrats such as
Bernie Sanders should not be
castigated as “sheep dogs,” nor
should liberal-centrists such as
Hillary Clinton be summarily

BY FRANK ERICKSON
100 years ago White men who
lynched Black men went off to
fight “wars” to defend themselves
and their country against aggression.
But these White men should not
have been left alive to kill anyonein “war”—since they should
have been killed for being terrorists by the people they were terrorizing. Yet those who opposed
lynching 100 years ago did not
have the violent capacity to have a
“War on Terror” against the White
Aquatic Center
from page 1
Superintendent Gore was portrayed
as being opposed to the board on
this issue, however, in reality, he
just didn’t know anything about the
Phillips Aquatics Center yet. He
met with MPRB Superintendent
Miller on multiple occasions to get
a good understanding of how they
dismissed as the “lesser of two
evils.”
9. “Bourgeois-democracy” (domination by capitalists) must be
replaced by a “peoples-democracy…”
10. Mother Earth is now dangerously impatient.
From all of the above, it follows: We must learn to turn the
soil twice and plant an early crop
of radishes.

racists.
So goes the slippery slope of
claiming your right to defend
yourself using violence—It is your
capacity to use violence that rules
the day, not your justification.
There is a long back and forth
history of violence used by members of an exclusive club who
commit acts of aggression but then
have the capacity to use violence
based on their claims of defending
themselves—example, U.S. Drone
attacks.
The U.S. Government will imit

air strikes on ISIL if near civilians, but the box office susscess
of”merican Sniper” shows that the
U.S. is entertained by the slaughter
of Iraqis, rather than concerned
about it.
Defense Secretary Ashton
Carter said the Iraqi military has
“no will to fight”. The U.S. needs
to do its own dirty work if it wants
to control central Iraq. The imperialists in Washington are frustrated that ISIL is better at illegally
attacking and controlling Iraq than
they are.

could best help on the project, and
how overall, they could establish
a new level of collaboration on a
multitude of different projects and
priorities that each of them had.
In the end, these two organizations have realized that
they serve the same public, and
in many instances they have
facilities and services that do
or should overlap, and that be
working together, they can both
be more efficient and effective
and deliver a better product or
service to us. That is how we
have ended up with a thoughtful MPS resolution that has the
work “Park” in it many times
and results in a selfless gift that
puts, not their needs first, but the
needs of the people, who with the
MPRB, they serve together, first.
So yes, Historic, Selfless and
Noble.

What’s next? Well, there’s still
the issue of about $500,000 to
raise to complete this 6/4 capital campaign. We are hoping that
everyone who’s given, can give
just a little more, and we’ll get
there, I promise. Finally, I do have
a most exciting prospect who has
the ability to step in, and in the
Minneapolis spirit of selflessness,
write the check we need to bridge
the gap to get the competition pool
to 8-lanes. I’ll know one way or
another by the next issue o The
Alley. Stay tuned!
Read the resolution at http://bit.
ly/1TNOAeJ
Denny Bennett, Minneapolis Swims
Board of Directors, president
denny@dennybennett.com
www.minneapolisswims.org

Art Pollinators
needed to explore
role of art
What is art in transforming a
community? Where do art and
social and political struggle connect?
Young artists with St. Paul’s
Lutheran’s Semilla Art Program
will be asking residents and workers in Midtown Phillips how they
see their community and environment; engaging neighbors to create art ; mosaics on planters and
garbage cans, to photo exhibits to
the 2nd issue of The Phoenix of
Phillips.
Interested? Info stpaulscreate@
gmail.com,l 612-724-3862, or St.
Paul’s Block Party July 18 from
10 am to 2pm.

Apartments for Rent

21st St. & 16th Ave.
2 BR $755. + Util.
______________________
33rd St. & Nicollet Ave.
2 BR $765. + Util.
______________________
33rd St. & 1st Ave.
2 BR 2 Bath $995. Includes Util.

612-825-6283
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BYI AREA
GREETINGS! Please take a look at our July A-POD calendar because there’s some major changes afoot! We decided to merge our
Monday evening A-POD English-speaking group with our Thursday Morning (10:00 AM) English-speaking group, freeing us up to now
participate in the Phillips Neighborhood Clinic’s Monday evening schedule. Thus we can Meet-up with local residents who are diabetic
but cannot afford regular medical care. We will set up a table there to meet with any patients who are diabetic to help them begin to
navigate the sometimes choppy waters faced by those of us with diabetes. We are also beginning to offer a special A-POD Meet-up group
at the Downtown YWCA that is specifically for Allina’s East Lake Clinic patients. Those begin at 1:00 PM - 2:30 PM. With support from the
University of Minnesota, we are happy to announce that we will be providing additional Somali Language Meet-ups on Fridays targeting
residents of Hiawatha Towers, Pentagon Apartments, and Cedar/Riverside high-rises. Recruitment for these programs begins in July. We’re
so happy to have the opportunity to grow!

Check out these
Special Health
Care Nights!!!
at

Phillips
Neighborhood
Clinic
Foot Care Night:
Thursday, July 30
Thursday, August 27
Dermatology Night:
Thursday, July 9
Thursday, September 3
Additional Information:
• No appointments or insurance
necessary.
• Spanish interpreters are available at all times.
Phillips Neighborhood Clinic is
housed in:
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
2742 15th Ave South
Mpls, MN 55407
PHONE: (612) 724-1690
HOURS: 6 TO 9 pm

BYI Definition of Health
• Health is a state of physical,
Back Yard Initiative Back Page
The BYI Back Page is produced each month as a collaborative venture between the BYI Communications CHAT & Alley Communications,
Inc., publisher of The Alley Newspaper. The Communications CHAT works with BYI CHAT (Community Health Action Teams) each month as a
“resource CHAT” – helping to get the news and activities of the BYI out to the broader community.

mental, social, and spiritual
well-being. It is not only the
absence of infirmity and
disease.
• Health is a state of balance,
harmony, and connectedness within and between
many systems – the body,
the family, the community,
the environment, and culture. It cannot be seen only
in an individual context.
• Health is an active state of
being; people must be active
participants to be healthy. It
cannot be achieved by being
passive.
The Backyard Initiative (BYI)
is a partnership between the
Community, Allina Health
Systems and the Cultural
Wellness Center. The goal of this
partnership is to improve the
health of the 45,000 residents
living in the “backyard” comprised by the neighborhoods of
Powderhorn Park, East Phillips,
Midtown Phillips, West Phillips,
Ventura Village, Central, and
Corcoran. There are eleven
Community Health Action
Teams (CHATs) focused on
improving the health through a
variety of cultural and community-connecting activities. For
info on the BYI, please call the
Cultural Wellness Center, 612721-5745.

