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BE-TRAILS

CALMING TRAFFIC

St. Paul’s Church Rejoices
50 Years after relocation to
Phillips on Portland Avenue
Concerts and March to Celebrate Historic
Congregation’s Golden Jubilee of March to
New Site in Minneapolis

Commentary

Trails shaped our lives
Betrayed trails harm livability
Betrayal has shaped our lives
We can shape it anew!
BY HARVEY WINJE
Be-trail can be turned upside down! Help Wanted! Will you help?
Phillips Community has been betrayed in many ways over the years.
This observation is as we begin to discuss the effect of traffic on liveability and how it may be calmed.
Should we blame others and risk waste of energy and a chance to unite
our community or should we admit that we all need to take responsibility so we can move beyond finger pointing to solving the difficulties
together? Will you help? Will you slow down? Will you take part in a
discussion of what will work better?
During Black History Month we were reminded of the African concept
of Ubuntu by a recent visit of Naomi Tutu. It is helpful in this regard.
According to Michael Onyebuchi Eze, the core of ubuntu can best be
summarized as follows: “A person is a person through other people
strikes an affirmation of one’s humanity through recognition of an ‘other’
in his or her uniqueness and difference. It is a demand for a creative
intersubjective formation in which the ‘other’ becomes a mirror (but only
a mirror) for my subjectivity. This idealism suggests to us that humanity
is not embedded in my person solely as an individual; my humanity is cosubstantively bestowed upon the other and me. Humanity is a quality we
owe to each other. We create each other and need to sustain this otherness
creation. And if we belong to each other, we participate in our creations:
we are because you are, and since you are, definitely I am. The ‘I am’
is not a rigid subject, but a dynamic self-constitution dependent on this
otherness creation of relation and distance”.[7]
Yes, that definition reaches a profound depth to understand. Yet it is
also profoundly simple. The complexities of urban life are many. The best
chance of improving that life together is together.
As we discuss “calming the traffic” in this issue of The Alley, we
will not shy away from naming the problems and attitudes that have
poisoned our lives, our reputation, and our self-esteem. Having them
named, we will then suggest we agree that the enemy is us but that the
solution is also in us; together. “Ubuntu…If we belong to each other,
we participate in our creations: we are because you are, and since you
are, definitely I am.”
A devil’s advocate would challenge that assertion reminding of the
many betrayals there have been for decades in the Phillips Community;
but, it is the accumulation of many successes and the lessons learned from
Trails shaped our lives see page 4
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SERVE!
See pg. 3

BY ROLAND WELLS
Marching from their old building to their new site on March 22, 1964,
St. Paul’s Church committed themselves to the Phillips Neighborhood.
Seven years before, St. Paul’s Church had faced its biggest decision.
They learned that the projected I-94 freeway was going to take their
building. The congregation had been located at 18th Street and 14th
Avenue South. A decision had to be made. Would they, like hundreds of
congregations in Minneapolis’ core city, move to the suburbs, or would
they stay in the city? Already they had members living in Bloomington,
Richfield, St. Louis Park and Plymouth. Moving to the outskirts of the
city might make sense. In a crucial meeting, one sentence was uttered
that would determine the future of the congregation: “Where is a church
more needed than here?”
From their decision in 1957, they began to look for a location
nearby. At that time, the majestic former First Presbyterian lay derelict.
The denomination had closed the amazing granite church about 1950.
Pigeons were flying through its broken-out stained glass windows.
Wiring and heating were desperately outdated. St. Paul’s congregation
saw tremendous possibility, so they bought it for $75,000. They added
a quarter of a million more, plus thousands of hours of volunteer labor,
ending up with a very useful, modern building. An entire new level was
added inside the former atrium. On Palm Sunday of 1964, the congregation marched three-quarters of a mile from the old location to its new
site at 1901 Portland. Today it’s recognized as the most outstanding
Richardsonian Romanesque church building in the upper Midwest.
Replacement cost in brick is now over $10 million; in granite, it simply
can’t be done.
That commitment to the city will be renewed in the next few months
as the congregation celebrates the 50th Anniversary Golden Jubilee of its
move to its current location in the Ventura Village/Phillips Neighborhood.
There will be concerts, celebrations and a re-enactment of its march. Its
ministry has thrived at its current location, with a strong emphasis on
cross-cultural ministry training, as well as service and faith formaSt. Paul’s Church see page 4
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“Cars are dangerous to pedestrians; yet activities occur just where cars and pedestrians meet.”
Pattern Language, Christopher Alexander, Ishikawa, Silverstein & Others
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BY ERIN THOMASSON
Children & Family Programs
Maud Hart Lovelace Book
Award
Mar 1–Mar 22. Grades 3-8
can vote for their favorite book
btwn March 1-22. Read at least
3 nominated titles to be eligible
to vote!
Homework Help
Tues, Wed & Thurs, 3:30-7:30
pm. Free in-person tutoring for
K-12 students. No advance signup needed.
Family Storytime
Wed, 10:30 am. All ages & their
parent or caregiver. Talk, sing,
read, write and & play together.
Share books, stories, rhymes,
music & movement.
Teen Programs
4-H Mentoring Club
Tues, 5–7 pm. Franklin Teen
Center. We do everything from
urban gardening to digital photo/
video to theater.
O.P.E.N. Time
Tues, 7–8 pm. Options for Play
& Enrichment Now (O.P.E.N.)
At Teen Center choose from
computers, magazines, board
games, video games, brain
teasers, conversation with
friends.
Game Time!
Wed, Mar 5 & 19, 4:30–
5:30 pm. At Teen Center. Each
week; hook up a new or retro
gaming system for some teen
tournament action. See how you
compare with peers when you’re
playing 8-bit style!
Movies for Teens
Wed, 6-8 pm. At Teen Center.
Movie titles are chosen by teens
to ensure viewing pleasure!
Young Achievers
Thurs, 4–5:30 pm. Franklin
Teen Center. Do you want to be
involved in your community?
Then bring your friends and
come for poetry, arts, games and
more!
Teen Job Workshop
Thurs, Mar 6, 6:00 pm.
Looking for a job? Drop in
during these informal workshops
to get help creating a résumé,
searching & applying for jobs
online, & practicing interview
skills.
ArtVentures
Thurs, Mar 13 & 27, 6-7:15 pm
Explore your creativity while
learning the vibrant arts scene
right in our community! Sessions
at Teen Center, visits from local
artists & trips to see working
artists in action.
Make This: Anime and Manga
Drawings
Thursday, March 20,
5:30–7:30 p.m. Reg. online or
612-543-6925. Grades 7-12.
Work with a local comic artist
on developing & refining
your anime drawing skills.
Practice character & concept
development, composition,

Programs at
the Franklin
Library

Franklin
Community Library
1314 E. Franklin Avenue
New: 612-543-6925
www.mplib.org
Tues & Thurs: 12 - 8 pm
Wed, Fri & Sat:
10 am – 6 pm
Complete program
calendar, visit, call, or
www.hclib.org and news
at www.hclib.org/pub/
info/newsroom/
drawing, inking & coloring.
No exp. necessary & materials
provided.
Adult Programs
Seniors Play-Reading Group
Fri, Mar 14, 11 am–noon. A
stimulating morning of reading
and discussion of some of the
great plays of our heritage.
55+ Nonfiction Book Club
Fri, Mar 14, 1–3 pm. Discussion
of new & interesting nonfiction
titles. Bring along your
recommendations.
Memoir Writing Group
Thurs, Mar 20, 1–3 pm. Want to
create a record of your personal
history? Bring what you have
written & are willing to read to
the group for helpful comments
& suggestions.
Phillips Technology Center
Register online for these classes
and more at www.hclib.org or
call 612.543.6925
Computer Skills Workshop
Fri, Mar 14, 12–1:30 pm. Work
on projects & practice skills from
using the mouse and keyboarding
to using email and Microsoft
Office with our software
instructors & volunteer assistants.
Microsoft Excel: Charts and
Graphs
Saturday, March 15,
10–11:30 a.m. Learn to create
and integrate graphs and charts
into your Excel spreadsheets.
Franklin Learning Center
612-543-6934
Free, one-to-one tutoring for
adults who are learning English
and math, preparing for the
GED and citizenship exams,
and gaining life skills. We are
always looking for community
volunteers! No experience
necessary; we provide training
and materials. Contact us at 952847-2934.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN
Ash Wednesday, March 5, 7 pm
Last Sunday of the month: bilingual service
and pot luck, 11 am

2742 15th Ave South
Call 612-724-3862 for more info
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Phillips West
Neighborhood
Upcoming Events
www.phillipswest.info
March 6th (Thursday) 6:00 to
7:00 p.m.
Phillips
West
Monthly
Community Meeting! Join your
neighbors and other Community
Partners for updates from City
Council Member Abdi Warsame,
Minneapolis Police & Midtown
Safety Center, Midtown Greenway,
Business Partners, and Residents.
This meeting will take place at
the Center for Changing Lives in
the Centrum Room (2400 Park

Avenue). Free parking is available
in the rear of building off Oakland
Avenue & 24th Street. Free Pizza
& Beverages will be provided! If
you would like more information
or would like to get involved with
the neighborhood please contact
Crystal at 612-879-5383 or email
her at pwno2005@yahoo.com

ANNOUNCES NEW NRP HOME IMPROVEMENT LOAN

Beginning Friday, April 11, 2014, homeowners living in a
1 to 3 unit property in Midtown Phillips can apply for a
2% loan to repair or improve their home:

• No Income Limit
Exterior and Interior Improvements
• Maximum Loan $7,500/$8,500 if Project
Includes Energy or Accessibility Improvements.
For More Information or to Request an Application:

HousingResource Center™ _ South

3749 Cedar Avenue S. ~ Minneapolis, MN 55407
612.722.7141 ~ www.gmhchousing.org

			

WELNA
HARDWARE

• KEYS MADE
• LOCKS RE-KEYED
• 5 GALLON PAINT
• EXCELLENT PRICES
• RUG DOCTOR RENTAL
• EXPERT WINDOW/SCREEN REPAIR
• TRAILERS FOR RENT–
OPEN AND ONE ENCLOSED

2201 East Franklin 		
2438 Bloomington

612-332-4393
612-729-3526

Follow The Alley on Twitter or
on Facebook: @alleynewspaper
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“Where paths cross roads, the cars have power to frighten and subdue people walking, even when the people walking have the legal right-ofway. This will happen whenever the path and the road are at the same level.” – Pattern Language Alexander, et al
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Inquest, tatoo, trunk and British Archives are only clues to Wm. Rattery
on September 23rd. He had just
come into town after working as
a laborer for one of the railroads.
He spent the next four days drinking heavily and was “very low
spirited,” telling several people
that he intended to kill himself.
On September 27th he took an
overdose of laudanum and corrosive sublimate. He somehow
managed to tell P. H. Robinson, a
local merchant, what he had done;
Robinson tried to save him but
was unsuccessful. The jury concluded that Rattery “came to his
death from causes unknown to the
jury; but from the evidence, we
are of the opinion that he came to
his death by poison administered
by himself.”
Rattery seems to have had a
number of reasons for being lowspirited. His wife, two children
and father lived in Michigan. He
was separated from his family
over “domestic troubles.” He obviously drank too much. Although
it’s impossible to say whether or
not he had syphilis, corrosive sublimate, one of the poisons that
Rattery took, was widely used for
treating it. The last sentence in
the Tribune’s story was the most
intriguing: “The shoulder of the
deceased was branded with a “D,”

Tales from Pioneers
& Soldiers Cemetery
Sue Hunter Weir
109th in a Series
the mark for a deserter from the
English army.” There were no
further details and there was no
explanation about what must have
been one of the defining moments
in his life.
From those seven paragraphs
it’s probably safe to conclude
that Rattery’s life was a series of
disappointments, both to himself
and to his family. His room at
the St. James Hotel was littered
with whisky bottles, but it also
contained a trunk filled with “old
clothes, a pocketbook containing
75 cents in currency, some postage stamps, some letters, and a
photograph album.” The photographs were of his father, wife
and two children. The coroner
believed that Rattery had friends
in the area and said that he would
try to find them and let them know
what had happened. In the end
neither friends nor family stepped
forward to claim Rattery’s remains
and he was buried at the expense
of the county. Whether the con-

Photo Credit Sue Hunter Weir

One of the tricky parts about
writing these columns is trying
to find a picture or graphic to
go along with the story, something that draws you in and makes
you want to know more. There
are 22,000 people buried in the
cemetery, only about 10% have
markers. We have photos of some
of those people but not nearly
enough. The problem is that some
of the really interesting, mysterious or poignant stories don’t have
pictures to go along with them.
Even if they did, most of the stories would still have significant
gaps.
William F. Rattery’s is one of
those stories. Mr. Rattery committed suicide on September 27, 1875.
He doesn’t have a marker, most
likely he never did. Everything
that we know about him comes
from a seven-paragraph story that
ran in the Minneapolis Tribune the
day after he died. It probably ran
no longer than five or six column
inches, and even then they got his
name wrong (Rattray).
The story recounted the testimony given by a handful of witnesses
during the coroner’s inquest. A
six-member jury was told that
Rattery, a “seedy Scotchman,” had
checked into the St. James Hotel

Sometimes as much can be learned from “reading between the lines”
as reading the lines. Sue Hunter Weir explains that this can also be true
at a cemetery where between the markers lie fascinating Tales.”Where
there are gaps, there are stories.”

tents of his trunk went back to his
family, were claimed by friends or
were thrown away is another thing
that we don’t, and can’t, know.
One of the surprising items
found in Rattery’s trunk was his
naturalization papers. It was surprising because deserters from
the British Army usually were
sent to Australia, one of England’s
“criminal colonies.” Instead, he
wound up in the United States.
An answer, if there is one, might

be found in his military records;
if they still exist, they are located
at the British National Archives
located in a suburb of London. For
the time being, we don’t know.
Meanwhile, William Rattery’s
remains are in Minneapolis. He
is buried Lot 65, Block H, in the
35th grave from the south, in the
cemetery’s paupers’ section. That
we know.

BY HARVEY WINJE
Joining two men with insatiable
appetites for knowledge and with
variant but unique connections to
Phillips Community for a cordial
visit over coffee and banana bread
was an honor and an education.
Arnold “Arne” Anderson, was
the founder, first Medical Director
and CEO of Children’s Hospital
from 1967, before it opened in
1973 and until 1987 and the
founder of the Teenage Medical
Center.
The Dr. Arnold S.
Anderson and Rusk P. Anderson
Education Center at Children’sMpls is named for him and his

wife.
A r n e
Anderson,
96, is a voracious reader
so we had
loaned a copy
of “Wendell
P h i l l i p s
Liberty’s
Hero”
by
Professor James B. Stewart to
Arne. He appreciated learning
about Wendell and was surprised
to learn Phillips’ own goals and
hard work were similar to that for
which he had worked all his life.

The next best thing was to have
Arne and Jim meet and talk. The
discussion spanned several topics
including healthcare. Arne commented that the major players of
healthcare need to be guided by a
common mission. When asked to
state that mission in one paragraph
or one sentence, Arne responded
without hesitation, in one word:
SERVE!
Neighbors old enough will
remember that he served as
administrator while insisting that
50% of his time was serving as a
pediatrician in neighbor schools
and churches.

Donna Neste retires as Mount Olive
Neighborhood Ministries Coordinator
Donna Neste is retiring from
her many years of service as the
Coordinator of Neighborhood
Ministries at Mount Olive Church
31st and Chicago Av. Donna
has served Mount Olive and the
neighborhood admirably for many
decades.
Mount Olive is honoring and
celebrating Donna’s ministry on
Sunday March 16th at the closing
of the 10:45 AM Worship Service.
Friends and neighbors are welcome.
The Alley Newspaper also
thanks Donna for years of support
of the paper with writing and most
especially with coordinating delivery of the paper to many blocks
each issue neighborhood youth.

The Alley Online!
www.alleynews.org

The Alley is social!
@alleynewspaper

3440 BLOOMINGTON AVE.
POWDERHORN PARK
MINNEAPOLIS
M-F 6:30-6
SAT 7-5 • SUN 7:30-5
729-5627

Organic &
Fair Trade Coffee
FREE Wireless Internet

photo by Michael Sandin

Dr. Arne Anderson’s “Mission”: SERVE!

Midtown Phillips Honors
Therese Rau
BY JANA METGE
Neighbors and Midtown Phillips Improvement Association paid
tribute at its recent Annual Meeting to Therese Rau for over 16 years
of extensive crime prevention work serving in HN. Cty. Drug Court,
Powderhorn Park Neighborhood Probation, the city’s first Safety
Center on Franklin Ave., as an instrumental partner in the Phillips Weed
& Seed Federal crime reduction Initiative (2003-2008)--- implementing
a ‘Safety at School Bus Stops’ Initiative, and at the Midtown Safety
Center since 2005.
Midtown Phillips Neighborhood extended this heartfelt Thank You to
Therese Rau for dedicated, invaluable service and wished her continued
good fortune in a new assignment.
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“Nobody wants fast through traffic going by their homes”
– Pattern Language, Alexander, & others

St. Paul’s Church
from page 1

Trails shaped our lives
from page 1
the betrayals that can inspire hope
and enhance expertise to address
again the traffic across our community. [See below for list of some
betrayals and some successes]
Trails were narrow; like the
path from St. Anthony Falls to
Cold Spring, Minnehaha Falls, and
the confluence of the Mississippi
and Minnesota Rivers. Some trails
became roads. Some trails became
streets. Some roads and streets
became highways. Some highways
became interstate freeways. And
some freeways had no street to
expand so houses and buildings
were demolished. (See St. Paul’s
pg 1 & above.)
“We shape our buildings, and
afterwards our buildings shape us.”
This remark by Winston Churchill
may be applied to trails, streets
and freeways because they do
shape us as do our vehicles. Just
those words suggest forethought
in designing because it will greatly
affect your life.
His entire remark and the subject he was addressing [see page
5] gives an additional meaning
warning that change may destroy
the culture of people’s lives.

Interst
Threat by interstate
35W 25 years later!

Frankl

de Minneapolis, Ebenezer Oromo
Evangelical Church, and Every
Tribe and Tongue Church) will
re-enact the historic march from
St. Paul’s old location to its present site. Marchers will meet at
18th Street and 14th Avenue South
at 9:30 AM. (A shuttle bus from
St. Paul’s to the old site will
start at 9 AM and again after the
service.) Rev. Mark Vander Tuig,
Service Coordinator of Lutheran
Congregations in Mission for
Christ will be the speaker at a
festive joint worship service at
10:30. All are welcome. A huge
multi-cultural potluck dinner will
follow.
Finally, on Sunday, May 4 at
4 PM, St. Paul’s will host Global
Worship 7, a festival worship
experience of many cultures and
languages. The past several of
these moving events have filled
St. Paul’s to capacity, so come
early! Overflow seating is available. Many different cultures will
help lead the worship. Color,
movement, world music, costumes and exotic instruments all
will lend a festive touch to this
very special day. A freewill offering will be received. This year’s
Community BridgeBuilder Award
will be given to Rev. Cher Moua,
noted Hmong leader in the Twin
Cities. All are welcome!
For St. Paul’s, it’s a year of
rejoicing and remembering. It’s a
year of being strongly reminded of
God’s amazing faithfulness. It’s a
year to welcome its neighbors. It’s
a year celebrating the great things
God is doing in the city!

By Winston Churchill “On the night of
May 10, 1941, with one of the last bombs of
the last serious raid, our House of Commons
was destroyed by the violence of the enemy,
and we have now to consider whether we
should build it up again, and how, and when.
“We shape our buildings, and afterwards
our buildings shape us. Having dwelt and
served for more than forty years in the late
Chamber, and having derived very great pleasure and advantage therefrom, I, naturally, should like to see it restored in all essentials to its old
form, convenience and dignity.”
From a speech of the House of Commons meeting in the House of
Lords, October 28, 1943.

Phillips Community has been
betrayed by politicians, bureaucrats and executives scores of
times over the decades in many
ways. Betrayal through decisions
of trails, streets and freeways has
been rampant with disregard of
quality of life and subjectively
practiced with bias in Phillips.
There have been many times
when Phillips Community has
betrayed itself by acquiescing to
those from outside the community
and allowing changes detrimental
to Phillips with no regard for the
culture of the community.
There have also been times when
we betrayed ourselves because we
succumbed to the enticement of
speed even with its risk of our own
wellbeing.
Consider 26th and 28th streets
today with multiple accidents and
several deaths over the last two
decades. Read the above commentaries from 1997 that described the
same situation and tragedies we
have endured in the last year.
We are victims of unintended
consequences because we, too,
wanted to be able to drive faster.
Who of us, at one time or another, hasn’t driven along 26th and 28th
streets faster than is legal and safe?

Yes, there are thousands of
cars going to the 2 hospitals along
Chicago Avenue—doctors, nurses,
administrators, janitors, patients,
and visitors; and 6 clinics. Yes,
there are thousands of cars going
to Wells Fargo offices next to
35-W. Yes, there are approximately 14,000 employees at the
3 largest institutions—Abbott
Northwestern, Children’s MN and
Wells Fargo.
Yes, there are hundreds of cars
going to the other 440 businesses,
5 schools, 12 churches, and many
offices in Phillips.
Yes, there are thousands of cars
that pass through Phillips to get to
adjacent parts of the metropolitan
area.
It is all of those and the cars of
the 20,000 residents who live here.
The Chief Executive Officer
of Children’s MN Hospitals and
Co-Chair of the Phillips Partnership
has said publicly, while lauding the
hospitals great life-saving work
and justifying the demolition of
24 homes for a 700+ car parking
ramp and Specialty Center, that
“Phillips is an unlivable neighborhood!” Many agree with him,
but disagree with him on what
forces have made it unlivable..

“Restore form,
convenience and dignity.”

Park Av.

Portland Av.

Interstate 35

tion by its missionaries around
the globe. It currently is the home
of the MissionShift Institute and
the Urban Cross-Cultural College
Consortium (U4C). The U4C
urban studies program is a partnership of Concordia University,
the University of Northwestern
and St. Paul’s Church. Over 600
hundred students have invested a
year in Ventura Village by attending its internationally-recognized
programs in urban cross-cultural
outreach. St. Paul’s members are
spread out around the Twin Cities:
one-third live within three miles
of the church, one-third within
six miles, and the other third are
spread out across a 60-mile circle,
including Eagan, Shakopee, and
Maple Plain!
“Staying in the city was a
gutsy move; sometimes it seemed
like a foolish idea to remain in
the neighborhood,” says Pastor
Roland Wells, who has served the
congregation for 25 years. “But
St. Paul’s stayed, dreamed and
built, making it through the crack
wars of the nineties. Now being a
part of the redeveloping neighborhood, we are glad for our decision
to remain in solidarity with the
city.” Until recently, St. Paul’s
was the only local congregation
to relocate and remain in the core
city. “We see it as answering
God’s call to remain. Even though
the congregation is much smaller
than it was in 1964, it continues to
do outstanding ministry.”
To celebrate its Golden Jubilee
Year, several events are planned:
On Sunday night, March 23, 7
PM, they’ll host a concert by Dan
and Sandy Adler along with the
Heart of the City Band. This outstanding multi-cultural group will
lead an evening of fantastic music
and worship. A freewill offering
will be received.
On Palm Sunday, April 13, St.
Paul’s and its three partner congregations, (Iglesia Centro Cristiano
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“With friends like these you
don’t need enemies.”
Cars speeding three and four
abreast tight against the curbs jockeying for position, anticipating the
next stop lights, gambling with
their chance to cross, and risking
their lives and those of pedestrians
are large factors making it less livable in Phillips. Speed seems to be
inherent with multiple lanes. Speed
limit enforcement should be inherent with speed limits, but is not.
“We have the met the enemy;
and he is us!” …Pogo
We can do better than this. We
must do better than this.
Solutions are known. The City
of Mpls. has changed other thorough fares using techniques that
make the streets and sidewalks
safer while accomplishing more
efficient movement of traffic.
Every scenario presents different concerns and must therefore
employ different solutions. Some
downtown Mpls. one way streets
were changed to two-way. South
Lyndale Ave. has divided the street
with a tree-lined boulevard. An
assortment of solutions are readily
available.
Choosing what will work best
for specific locations requires a

The old House of Commons
was rebuilt in 1950 in its old
form, remaining insufficient
to seat all its members.
Churchill was against “giving
each member a desk to sit at
and a lid to bang” because,
he explained, the House
would be mostly empty most
of the time; whereas, at critical votes and moments, it
would fill beyond capacity,
with members spilling out
into the aisles, in his view a
suitable “sense of crowd and
urgency.”

E 26t

wide assortment of people representing different needs and having
varying opinions to be involved
in the process of assessment and
design. Planning professionals are
an important resource. Drivers,
pedestrians, bikers and residents
must be included in the resolution
to make our neighborhood safe,
sane and more livable.

E 28t

Coalesced action is forming to consider changes that
would reverse this betrayal of
our trails, streets and freeways.
See the article on page four by
Midtown Phillips Improvement
Association as a way you can
join this concerted effort for
change in Phillips.

Midtown G

Betrayals
• Senseless demolition of the old
South High School of a small
Hogwart’s style castle, substandard demolition of debris
removal leaving that threatened
the subsequent building of Little
Earth for decades. Building of
a new South High in a style
that further insults the whole
community with its ugly, monolithic bulk, and unwelcoming
presence.
• Senseless demolition of Phillips

Lake
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“People need green places to go to; when they are close they use them. But if the greens are more than
three minutes away, the distance overwhelms the need.” – Pattern Language, Alexander & others
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The Intra-Neighborhood
tate
94
Freeways
How about Traffic Calming Initiatives?

th St.

Jr. High School in spite of neighborhood protest because of less
population and freeway limiting
school’s boundaries; contradicted by the purchase and remodeling of Mt. Sinai Hospital 4
years later and 4 blocks away
at a much higher total cost than
to renovate Phillips; depriving
Phillips of a building that could
have become a unifying community center similar to Sabathani.
• Senseless loss of the Green
Institute and the ReUse Center
from the self interest greed of
academic and political outsiders
wrestling control from neighborhood residents.
Victories
• Garbage Transfer Station 12
year battle and subsequent victory over a return to Incinerator
use; after having lost the battle
for construction of the original
incinerator in the late 1930’s.
• Saving of the Phillips Pool and
Gym, and again.
• Victory over an above ground
High Voltage powerline down
the Midtown Greenway.
• Scores of housing and two community center projects by persistent, creative volunteer planning,
lobbying, and management.

th St.

Greenway

e St.

Midtown Corridor Study
How about Traffic Calming Initiatives?

West Lake Station on the METRO
Green Line Extension (Southwest
LRT).
Improved stations would be
built every .5 mile on Lake St.
Buses would continue operating
in mixed traffic with less stops,
off-board fare payment and signal priority. The improvements
would extend into StP on Marshall
Ave. connecting with the METRO
Green Line’s Snelling Ave. Station
on University Ave.
Midtown Greenway rail would
run south of the bike trail with
single-car trains.
EBS is better traveling shorter

distances; Rail is better as a crosstown connection of light-rail lines
& bus lines.
• Travel Times: West Lake St.METRO Blue Line’s Lake St.
Station = 42 minutes. EBS = 30
minutes Rail =13 minutes.
• Ridership: 14,600 customers
ea.weekday. EBS bus &rail,
projection =32,000 riders/day
by 2030.
• Cost: EBS and rail are estimated
at $235 million to $270 million
to build and $15 million a year
to operate.
Info: http://www.midtowntransitway.org/.

stem from a tragic incident on Sept.
30,2012. A child from Midtown
Phillips, a 4-year old boy named
Jose Manuel Rodriguez was attending a soccer game with family and
friends. The little boy ran out into
traffic on East 26th Street, chasing after a ball and was struck by
a car. Tragically, he died the following day. A walking vigil was
held on Sunday, October 14th, 2012
and many potential partners attended. Park Commissioner Annie

Young pledged her support. City
of Minneapolis Biking/Pedestrian
planner, Shaun Murphy was also in
attendance and pledged his support.
Hennepin County Commissioner
Peter McLaughlin will also partner
on our efforts. Community residents
have expressed their desire to unite
as a community and create, as a tribute to the Rodriguez family, traffic
calming improvements, in memory
of their little 4-year old boy, Jose
Manuel.

Pedestrian Safety has risen as
a community concern to date and
we hope to explore a Pedestrian
Crosswalk with green striping and
flashing lights. Also suggested was
to install an overhang green flashing
light which would extend into the
middle of the street, similar to the
overhanging light mounted at the
intersection of 27th and Chicago.
Will you help? Will you drive slower? Will you talk with neighbors to
solve our problem?

We had drawings and beautiful
examples of town homes, when
the housing market collapse happened. Everything sat and EPIC
moved onto other concerns for
some years.
As the loan was slowly coming due, EPIC members and
board began frantically searching for a developer, but no one
could manage the dollar gap of
the project with town homes
or even an apartment building.
Finally, again, an old neighborhood friend, Loren Brueggemann
of Phoenix Development agreed
to be EPIC’s builder. EPIC members met in several big meetings
to help design the building. Most
residents had never participated in
such a thing. It was very exciting

and fun. We were getting close to
what we originally wanted: family
affordable housing. After much
research, we realized we had to
drop the home owner part in favor
of having a project at all. The City
also was pressing for density, so
we requested the developer build
as low density as possible and still
make things work.
The building, designed partly
by the community, is now rising
on the north crest of the Midtown
Greenway. EPIC members and
board are proud and are confidant
new residents and others seeing it
will also appreciate this new addition to the neighborhood.

Hiawatha Av.

A Midtown Corridor transit
alternatives study recommends
rail in the Midtown Greenway
and enhanced bus service (EBS)
on Lake St. as the best long-term
transit solution as funding is available.
This
Locally
Preferred
Alternative is by the Policy
Advisory Committee (PAC);
community and business representatives & Metro.Council, HN
County and City of Mpls. appointed officials.
4.4-mile transitway between
the METRO Blue Line’s Lake St./
Midtown Station and the proposed

Greenway Heights affordable rental apartments
EPIC’s 12 years of work: Shovels in the ground!
BY CAROL PASS
Greenway Heights, the only
affordable family rental apartments on the Midtown Greenway,
is under construction at 2845
Bloomington Avenue and extending across the north crest of the
Greenway to 16th Avenue.
East Phillips Improvement
Coalition worked for 12 years to
get as close to what the neighborhood residents wanted: affordability, low density, family housing.
When asked, if these kinds
of projects are usually so hard
and long; or do some just slide
through? Kathy Wetzel of partner
PRG said, “they are usually hard
and long like this one.” We are
glad we didn’t know that at the
outset.
The history of this project is
long and convoluted with many
characters that drifted in and
out. The initial effort to purchase
the land occurred when the East
Phillips Commons redevelopment project began in 2002. The
redevelopment area laid out by
the City encompassed the whole
Bloomington and Lake Street
intersection on both sides over to
and including 16th Avenue and
north to halfway down the 2800
block. The initial plan was for
town homes on the Greenway.
Home ownership family housing
was the mantra for neighborhood
stability.
EPIC’s housing task force was
at work on the 2909 Bloomington

building as project #1 of the
Commons and by the time that
was finished, the lots for this new
project had all been purchased
and the price had gone up beyond
what our project could manage.
The old houses there were torn
down and the land sat vacant.
A few years passed and a new
developer came to build there.
EPIC had no title, no builder,
and not enough money to counter
their offer. We all still hoped for
town homes, but the new developer insisted on 81 units of one
bedroom and studio apartments,
five to six stories high, despite
neighborhood opposition. We felt
powerless, but we did our best to
assert the neighborhood preference, because this was not anything residents wanted or needed.
East Phillips desperately needed
family housing for the surrounding immigrant and other large
working families. We still hoped
for town homes.
Finally, we proved too strong in
our protest and these developers
went away…but we still feared a
repeat of this if we did not own the
land and we thought next time we
won’t be so lucky. So we sought
a partner to help us and turned to
PRG, EPIC’s original partner for
the 24th Street town homes. EPIC
members voted to do the down
payment from NRP Phase I funds
and PRG took out a big loan to
secure the land. We felt safe and
sought a developer for the project.

photo by Brad Pass

lin Av.

on 26th St. and 28th Street which
may include, but not be limited
to a planning team membership
of Minneapolis Bike & Pedestrian
planner Shaun Murphy (confirmed),
Midtown Phillips Neighborhood
Association, adjacent block clubs
(confirmed), Minneapolis Park &
Recreation Department (confirmed),
Phillips Partnerships, Allina/Abbott
Foundation, Organizations and
Faith-Based partners (recruiting),
and Hennepin County.
The 11th Ave. Block Club has
been concerned about the speed
of cars on east 26th by Stewart
Park. Block clubs along 28th Street
have expressed the same concern
both with students from St. Paul’s
Lutheran (on 15th Ave.)and Seniors
from St. Paul’s Housing needing
to cross east 28th street. We would
like to work with the City and other
partners to create Traffic Calming
initiatives which may include a
crosswalk by Stewart Park across
26th street, lower speed limit,
“pedestrians crossing” flashing light
with arm & signing across 26th,
and a change in the timing of existing stop lights. We need to have
signage indicating that there is a
School and Playground Area ahead.
Maybe even a bike lane along 11th
or 12th Avenues complete with the
safety and signage issues that come
with this.
These neighborhoods concerns

Bloomington Av.

BY MIDTOWN PHILLIPS NEIGHBORHOOD
IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
26th & 28th Street have increasingly multiplied their traffic count
over the past 10 years.
Cars speed through so fast, no
one in the neighborhood can get
across these streets anymore by car,
by bike, or by foot. There are periods during the day where those
streets are impassible going north to
south. Additionally, the amount of
pollution stirred up is unbearable.
Dirt collects on the siding of houses
within 1/2 block of 26th & 28th,
blackening siding and causing it to
be frequently washed. So, with that
amount of collection visible on the
siding of houses......what is happening to our lungs??
As Wells Fargo, Childrens’
Hospital, and Allina have continued
to grow, the amount of traffic going
thru our neighborhood has also continued to grow.
We need the traffic calmed, we
need public realm improvements to
enhance the pedestrian and biking
experience, and most importantly,
we need to encourage workers coming into our community to think
about transit and car sharing, to
think about our health, to think
about our community safety.
Recently, Midtown Phillips
Neighborhood
Association,
Inc. wrote a grant to the City of
Minneapolis with Traffic Calming
as its #1 priority.
Here is the language, in part,
from that grant:
Neighborhood Priority Plans
will develop through grass-root outreach and organizing and partnership projects. We hope that our 1st
Neighborhood Priority Plan will be
around Traffic Calming on 26th and
28th Streets.
Midtown Phillips will continue to
explore Traffic Calming Initiatives
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“Just as an individual person dreams fantastic happenings to release the inner forces which cannot be encompassed by ordinary events, so too a city needs its dreams–its carnivals. [its MayDays]” – Pattern Language, Alexander & others
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Please join board members, staff, and friends of

Philip Seymour
Hoffman

In the Heart of the Beast Puppet and Mask Theatre
FOR A BENEFIT TO SUPPORT THE MAYDAY FESTIVAL:

PLANT THE SEEDS

July 23, 1967February 2, 2014

★ Take in a preview of the 40th MayDay Parade story ★ Sample snacks and sweets from local restaurants ★
★ Enter drawings for masks and more ★ Make art with the Parade and Ceremony staff! ★

FRIDAY, APRIL 4
7:00–9:00 PM

Philip Seymour Hoffman in Magnolia

Howard McQuitter II

Movie Corner

Howardsmoviecorner.com
HowardMcQuitterii@yahoo.com
One of Hollywood’s most gifted actors and reaching today’s
rare status of an actor’s actor, Mr.
Philip Seymour Hoffman, died
of an overdose of heroin in his
Manhattan apartment on Sunday,
February 2,2014, the same day as

Super Bowl XLVIII. He was 46. A
most unfortunate fate for an actor
with immense talent loved by studios, critics and audiences alike.
Rather than reiterate the sad
saga of the man’s life falling on
his own in the current heroin epidemic in America, I will write
some of the directors he worked
under and the films he was in:
Directors & Movies
Paul Thomas Anderson
“Hard Eight” (1996); “Boogie
Night” (1997); “Punch Drunk
Love” (2002); “The Master”
(2012)
Joel Coen, Ethan Coen
“The Big Lebowski” (1998)
Spike Lee
“25th Hour” (2002)
Joel Schumacher
“Flawless” (1999)
David Mamet
“State and Main”(2000)
Todd Solondz

“Happiness” (1998)
Anthony Minghella
“Cold Mountain” (2003); “The
Talented Mr. Riley” (1999)
Brett Rather
“The Red Dragon” (2002)
Cameron Crowe
“Almost Famous” (2002)
Todd Louiso
“Love Lizza” (2002)
Tom Shadynac
“Patch Adams” (1998)
Brad Anderson
“Next Stop Wonderland” (1998)
Roger Donaldson
“The Getaway” (1994)
Adek Drabinski
“Szuler” (1994)
George Clooney
“The Ides of March” (2011)
Richard Pearce
“Leap of Faith” (1992)
John Patrick Shanley
“Doubt” (2008)

Dinner & Dialogue with

Waziyatawin and Oyate Nipi Kte
March 16, 5pm
3100 Elliot Ave S, Mpls
$10 - $100 suggested donation
(no one will be turned away)
RSVP by Mar. 10 to (651) 2334949
This event is a fundraiser
for Oyate Nipi Kte, an organization dedicated to the recovery of
Dakota traditional knowledge &
sustainable living, resisting colonization, and empowering people

Ancient Traders Market
1113 E. Franklin Ave.
Minneapolis
7AM to 3PM Mon. thru Sat.
8AM to 3PM Sun.
612.870.9842
www.mariascafe.com

To RSVP, please call the theater at (612) 721-2535,
or email Laney at communications@hobt.org.
If you'd like to purchase tickets online, you can find
them at http://planttheseeds.brownpapertickets.com/
TICKETS: $60
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MayDay Community Meeting March 25
In other news, our second MayDay community meeting will be
March 25th, from 7-9pm, at the Avalon Theatre, 1500 E. Lake St.

Saturday Matinees for Kids

Saturday Puppet Shows for Kids run from October through March
All Shows at 10 am & noon in
HOBT’s Avalon Theater lobby
Come for the show and stay
for the “Make-n-Take” workshop
based on that day’s puppet show
theme. Workshops are a family
activity offered in our classroom
at 11:00 a.m. each Saturday morning. Admission is $5/person.
Details
• $2 suggested donation for youth
who live or go to school in
the Central, Corcoran, Phillips
or Powderhorn neighborhoods,
and their families.

• If you live elsewhere, a $4
donation is requested.
• Show times: 10 AM & Noon
• Make-n-Take workshops: 11 am
– Admission is $5 for children
and $3 for accompanying adults
March 1 The Trolls of
Hedal Forest. Erickson Cousin
Puppeteers
March 8 Are You Thirsty.
Laurie Witzkowski and Esther
Ouray
March 15 Science! Steve
Ackerman and Maren Ward

to strengthen Dakota nationhood.
This will also be a conversation
about decolonization and solidarity work. What can we do to unravel the active systems of oppression
that began when white settlers
first came to Minnesota? Join us
for good food and conversation.
Waziyatawin is a Dakota writer, teacher, and activist from the
Pezihutazizi Otunwe (Yellow
Medicine Village) in southwestern Minnesota. She is committed to the pursuit of Indigenous
liberation and the protection and
reclamation of Indigenous homelands and ways of being. She
earned her PhD in American
history from Cornell University
and has held tenured positions
at Arizona State University and
the University of Victoria where
she also held the Indigenous
Peoples Research Chair in the
Indigenous Governance Program.
Waziyatawin is the author or co/
editor of six volumes, including
the recently co-edited volume
with Michael Yellow Bird entitled
For Indigenous Minds Only: A
Decolonization Handbook (SAR
Press, 2012). She lives in her
home community in the beautiful
Minnesota River Valley.

Looking for Affordable
Health Care Coverage?

Portico Healthnet Can Help!
Thanks to support from the Allina Backyard Initiative,
Portico Healthnet can:
· Help you apply for Medical Assistance or
MinnesotaCare
· Enroll you in Portico’s Primary
and Preventive Health Care
Program if eligible

Call us at 651-489-CARE
for more information
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“A town needs public squares; they are the largest, most public rooms, that the town has. But when they are too large, they look
and feel deserted.” – Pattern Language, Christopher Alexander, Ishikawa, Silverstein & Others

Turn, Turn, Turn

Peter Molenaar

Raise Your Voice
It was a pleasant surprise to find
not one, but two of my comrades
on the front page of last month’s
Alley Newspaper. Pete Seeger
and Meridel Le Sueur were both
amazing human beings. Truth to
tell, however, Pete’s Party status
has been somewhat hazy. He was
“close”, they said. As for Meridel,
thirty some years ago I gave her
rides to and from meetings – so
I’ve known all along that she was
a Communist.
Pete Seeger passed away
January 27, 2014, at the age of 94.
In point of fact, in the period of
rising fascism, at age 17, Pete did
join the Young Communist League
in opposition to the pacifism
and left-isolationism he encountered at Harvard University. He
believed the whole world should
unite to defeat Hitler.

T H I S
MACHINE
SURROUNDS
HATE AND
FORCES IT TO
SURRENDER
rang the words
of his banjo. In
the prime years
of his life, so it followed,
the “authorities” did their
best to hound and to blacklist him.
But there was no way
they could stop Pete. No.
His rendering of “We Shall
Overcome” was to become
the anthem of the Freedom
Movement. Then later, in
the period of the Vietnam
War, his “Waist Deep in the
Big Muddy” would break
through on national television. For
members of my generation, there
remains the awesome memory of
the church camp songs of our
youth. They were Pete Seeger’s
gift to our spiritual development.
Imagine Pete descending a concert stage, walking up to a wouldbe assassin, and singing “Where
Have All the Flowers Gone.”
The soldier began to weep…
“Pete Seeger is one of the best
Americans and patriots I know” -Johnny Cash. “Some artists make
music history, Pete made history
with his music”. -- President Bill
Clinton.
In my own words: Through the
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Frank Reflections

Racist stereotyping and profiling detract
apprehension of real perpetrators

eyes of Christ he saw there two
rebellious slaves, crucified upon
the same hill.
Final words he sings:
To my old brown Earth
and to my own blue sky
I now give back to you
the last few molecules
of I.
Pete left the Communist Party
in the early 1950s. Nonetheless,
he never wavered from his beliefs.
I have every right to claim him as
my comrade – and so do you.
Note: a documentary of Pete
Seeger’s life can be found by
searching “TPT The Power of
Song”

BY FRANK ERICKSON
Imagine if the FBI was spying
on, or as our media calls it “monitoring,” young white college and
high school age students as potential future terrorists. Think of
the outrage white parents would
have if the FBI was viewing their
children or potential violent terrorists…and this was being done
based only on ethnicity. Yet this
is exactly what is being done to
local young people in the Somali
community.
The January 20th Star Tribune
has two articles about our Somali
community in it. A front page
article about “Visa backlog keeps
Somali families separated” and a
Los Angeles Times article reprinted, titled “Al-Qaida is again
active in the U.S. Somalis from
Minnesota are among potential
recruits the FBI monitors.
As I run around South
Minneapolis, I see young people
of many different ethnic backgrounds, yet I see one common
bond, they are all the same! They
all have their phone things, they
all like hanging out with friends,
they all like junk food, Cheetos
seems to be a staple… and all
of them do not dress properly
for the winter weather. Yet the
Somali young people are viewed
as possible terrorists; even though
most of the terrorist acts of mass-

murder on American soil over the
past 10 years have been done by
white males.
People in Los Angeles are now
viewing our Somali community in
what way…in a positive way, no,
of course not. As far as I can see,
it is not our local Somali community that continues to blow up
children with missile strikes in
Afganistan--- how long can you
blow up children and still claim to
be fighting terrorism and practicing it?
How long can you blame the
Taliban for your own reckless use
of lethal violence? The reality is
the freedom to kill, the lazy convenient excuse is “war.”
All Somalis are seen as linked
to Al-Qaeda until they prove to
the U.S. government otherwise.
People coming from Norway and
wanting to get a visa, was there
a backlog of visa applications,
after the white male from Norway
killed over 100 people in a terrorist act. Were people from Norway
having to work extra hard to prove
to our government that they were
not connected to this white male
terrorist because of their ethnicity?
As usual, whites do not trust
blacks, and their freedom and
movement is restricted. Those in
charge in Norway, have admitted
that they were “monitoring” that
small ethnic Muslim population
in Norway, as they white guy built
up an arsenal. He lived in the city,
but was buying large amounts of
fertilizer, but this never raised a
red flag, they were too busy profiling.

Kathy Thurber,
Former City
Council & Park Bd.
Member, publishes
book based on
Powderhorn Park &
MayDay
Paris Thibideaux and the World
of Lost Things
“My book is a middle-school/
young adult (ageless, really)
novel set in Powderhorn Park
Neighborhood, The characters
are fictional, but the heart of the
neighborhood is the focus of the
narrative with a parade based on
the May Day Parade as a central
metaphor. It is available only on
Kindle at the moment.
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BYI Community Health Survey

WHY is the BYI Doing Research?
In 2009, the Backyard Initiative completed
a Community Health Needs Assessment. An
assessment team was formed to create a picture of the current state of health and wellbeing of residents in the Backyard, engage a
broad network of resident in the process, and
inform and plan the next steps for the BYI.
The assessment team included community
residents, staff from Allina Health, the Cultural
Wellness Center and Wilder Research.
Based on the BYI Definition of Health and
the Community Assessment, the following
Priority Areas were identified:

• Perceived stress: the degree to which
situations in one’s life are appraised as
stressful.
• Social support: the emotional, instrumental, and financial aid that is
obtained from one's social network.
Support is generally considered as
an exchange or transaction between
people
• Social cohesion: a feeling that members of a group have of belonging, a
feeling that members matter to one
another and to the group, and a shared

faith that members’ needs will be
met through their commitment to be
together
• Healthy literacy: people’s knowledge, motivation, and competencies
to access, understand, appraise and
apply health information in order to
make judgments and make decisions
concerning healthcare
• Patient activation: the concept that
patients have important roles to play in
self-managing care, collaborating with
providers, and maintaining their health

2013 BYI Research Plan

The BYI RESEARCH PLAN is
designed to collect, analyze, and interpret health-related data identified as being
important to the Backyard Community,
and to disseminate the findings back to the
Community, to stakeholders, and to those
in other communities who could learn and
benefit from our work. Collecting and
analyzing this information will add to our
understanding of these health-related areas
in Backyard Community and may be used
to inform ongoing and future BYI activities
and research.

WHERE: Survey Locations
• Cultural Wellness Center: BYI Survey Host Orientation Session
• Midtown Global Market: BYI All Community Health Action Team
meeting
• Cultural Wellness Center: Dakota and African-American participants rd
• Phillips Community Center: A Partnership Of Diabetics (A-POD)
Diabetes Breakfast- English and Spanish speaking sessions
• Safari Restaurant: Project S.E.L.F (Save. Educate. Liberate. Free.)
Somali and East African residents
• Powderhorn Park Center: Out in the Backyard: Zumba classEnglish and Spanish speaking session
• Hope Community Residents
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• 260 people attended the BYI Survey Sessions
• 239 people took the BYI Community Health Survey
• 206 people completed the BYI Community Health Survey

WHO Conducted and Interpreted the
Community Health Survey?
Recommendations Stemming from the Community Health Survey
Recommendations for further study and activity were developed based on the BYI Analysis Team’s discussion and interpretation of the results from the BYI Community Health Survey. The BYI Community
Commission on Health will review the findings and consider these recommendations in 2014 as it continues
to pay attention to the community’s health, build the community’s capacity for taking responsibility for its
own health, and supporting solutions for maintaining and improving health.

Come to the March 20th BYI All CHAT
to learn more
BYI All CHAT Meeting
Thursday, March 20
5:00 to 7:30 pm
Midtown Global Market
920 E. Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55407

Complete Community
Health Survey reports
are available upon
request at:
Cultural Wellness Center
2025 Portland Ave
Minneapolis, MN 55407
612-721-5745

