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“The cause of the slave had many advocates, many of them very able and very eloquent, but it had only one Wendell Phillips.”
– Frederick Douglass

The Alley
P.O. Box 7006
Mpls.,MN 55407
Call Editor 612-990-4022
Editor@AlleyNews.org
www.alleynews.org
Follow us on twitter.com/alleynewspaper
Archives from 1976 thru 2007:
http://bit.ly/2DSGL3W

Alley Communications, a 501C3, Not-for-Profit Corp. publishes The Alley Newspaper and
other media.
“When the great newspapers
don’t say much, see what the little
independent ones say.” – Wendell
Phillips
Donations are needed, welcome, and Tax Deductible.
Volunteers who had a part in
making this issue: Robert Albee,
Priscilla Brown, East Phillips
Improvement Coalition, Susan
Gust, Linnea Hadaway, Hennepin
County Franklin Library and
Staff, Sue Hunter Weir, In the
Heart of the Beast Theatre, Ann
E. Keating, Midtown Phillips
Neighborhood Association,
Peter Molenaar, Dave Moore,
Maggie Moran, Brad Pass, Carol
Pass, Phillips 50+ Wellness,
Phillips West Neighborhood
Organization, Phillips Wellness 50
+, Stephanie Rogers, Julie Roles,
Semilla Center, Sunny Sevigny,
Crystal Trautnau Windschitl, John
Charles Wilson.
Delivery: To every Phillips
Community residence by Sara
Nelson Delivery; to 170 businesses, places of worship, institutions
in Phillips and adjacent neighborhoods by Peter Molenaar
Board of Directors: Cathy
Strobel-Ayres, President; Sue
Hunter Weir; Leon Oman,
Treasurer.
Monthly Alley Communication
Board Meetings: 6:30 PM 3rd
Wed. Call for Location.

Read Aloud Book Club
Mon. January 8, 22 & 29, 3:454:45 pm. Grades 4-6. Join other
kids to talk about a great book! No
pre-reading required! We will share a
book and discuss.
K-12 Homework Help
Tues, Wed, & Thurs, 3:30-7:30
pm. Free in-person tutoring for
K-12 students. No advance signup needed. Info: www.hclib.org/
homework. Sponsor: Friends of the
Hennepin County Library.
Family Storytime
Fridays, 10:30-11 am. Ages and
their parent or caregiver. Talk,
sing, read, write and play together
in a format appropriate for young
children. Share books, stories,
rhymes, music and movement.
Teen Programs
Urban 4-H Club
Tuesdays, 5–7 pm. We do
everything from urban gardening
to digital photo/video to theater.
Partner: University of Minnesota.
Teen Tech Workshop
Wednesdays, 5-6:30 pm. Get
creative and make music, videos,

Programs at
the Franklin
Library

1314 E. Franklin Avenue
Complete program list or
info
612- 543-6925
www.hclib.org
Mon, Fri & Sat: 9am–5pm
Tue, Wed & Thurs:
9am –8pm
Sun: 12-5pm
animation and other projects using
both high- and low-tech tools,
everything from iPads and 3D
printers to synthesizers and sewing
machines. Led by the library’s Teen
Tech Squad.
Act Out for Teens: Duke It Out
Wed. January 24, 4-5:30 pm. Held
at the Cedar Riverside Community
Center (505 15th Ave S, Mpls.
55454) *Registration Required*

Grades 9-12. Learn the secrets of
stage combat from an experienced
Guthrie teaching artist. Slap, punch
and kick without hurting anyone
– just like actors do it on stage! It
looks real, but it’s just pretend. No
experience necessary! Collaborator:
Guthrie Theater. Funded by
Minnesota’s Arts and Cultural
Heritage Fund.
Dhalinta Horumar sare rabta /
Young Achievers
Thursdays, 4:30-6 pm. U
dabaaldag Dhaqanka Soomalida,
sameyso saaxiibo cusub iyo in
aad isticmaasho hab nololeed
cafimaad leh. Lamaane: WellShare
International. Celebrate Somali
culture, make new friends and
practice healthy lifestyles. Partner:
WellShare International.
Teen Anime Club
Saturdays, 3-4:30 pm. Discuss
manga and share artwork.
Something different every time!
Franklin Learning Center: 612543-6934
Free, one-to-one tutoring for adults
who are learning English and
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math, preparing for the GED and
citizenship exams, and gaining
life skills. We are always looking
for community volunteers! No
experience necessary; we provide

INGEBRETSEN’S
NORDIC MARKETPLACE

Your home for exploring Nordic culture
since 1921

1601 EAST LAKE STREET
MINNE AP OLIS, MN
P. 61 2 . 72 9 . 9 3 3 3
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Phillips West Neighborhood Organization and Community
Partners invite you and your family to the 21st Annual

Winter Social!

The Lutheran Social Service Center
for Changing Lives
2400 Park Avenue
(enter at west side of building)
(Parking lot on Oakland Avenue)

Letters and e-mails to Alley
Communications and/or its
Editor become the property of
Alley Communications dba The
Alley Newspaper and may be
chosen for publication.
Senior Editor: Harvey Winje,
editor@alleynews.org;
612-990-4022
Co-Editor & Designer: Jonathan
Miller jmiller@alleynews.org
Robert Albee, Ventura Village
News Editor; Brad Pass East
Phillips Editor, Sunny Sevigny,
Midtown Phillips News Editor;
Susan Ann Gust, BYI Section
Advertise: ads@alleynews.org
612-990-4022
“Let me make the newspaper and
I care not who makes the religion
and the laws.” – Wendell Phillips

Deadline for
Feb. issue is
January 15

Thursday, January 25th, 2018
5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Join hundreds of your friends and neighbors for a FREE dinner buffet of catered culture
foods from local businesses & a fun-filled evening! The purpose of this event is to provide
a great meal and venue for Neighbors to network with one another and get information on
Neighborhood Resources available! If you have questions, would like to volunteer or have
an information booth please call Crystal Windschitl at the Phillips West office @ 8795383 or email her at pwno2005@yahoo.com you can also check out the Phillips West
Website: www.phillipswest.info
This event is Wheelchair Accessible !

“In fact, no immigrant in American history has ever made a larger contribution than Alexander Hamilton”
– Ron Chernow, 1949 -, author of Alexander Hamilton
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νόστος ἄλγος; nóstos álgos; homecoming pain or ache*

Messiah Congregation, Epiphany** Sale and Celebration, Jan. 26
& 27, 725 East 25th Street
wistful yearning for the past, its
personalities, and events, especially the “good old days” or a
“warm childhood”.
Smell and touch are strong
evokers of nostalgia due to the
processing of these stimuli first
passing through the amygdala,
the emotional seat of the brain.
These recollections of one’s
past are usually important
events, people one cares about,
and places where one has spent
time. Music and weather[ can also
be strong triggers of nostalgia.
Nostalgic preferences, the belief
that the past was better than the
present, has been linked to biases
in memory.
**Definition of epiphany
On January 6 Epiphany is

observed as a church festival in commemoration of the
coming of the Magi as the
first manifestation of Christ to
the Gentiles or in the Eastern
Church in commemoration of
the baptism of Christ; 2: an
appearance or manifestation especially of a divine
being; 3a (1) : a usually sudden manifestation or perception of the essential nature or
meaning of something (2) : an
intuitive grasp of reality
through something (such as
an event) usually simple and
striking(3) : an illuminating
discovery, realization, or
disclosure b : a revealing scene
or moment.

co-parenting to have a stable environment for a child. 2 working as
1 is better than 1 working as 1”
The program meets Wednesday
nights from 6:00-7:30 pm at the
Colin Powell Center 2924 4th

Avenue near Lake Street. The
next round of classes begins
Wednesday February 14th There
is no cost to participate.
Info:
612-455-4644
or
email priscillabrown@urbanven-

tures.org
Priscilla Brown, is Urban
Venture Forever Parents--Program
Manager

War Simulation,
SB LII, Giveth and Taketh
ers are threatening to go on strike can afford Super Bowl tickets? On

having thoroughly impressed the
Super Bowl fans who will go back
to their hometowns and praise
Metro Transit for heroically bring-

ing them to and from the game,
not realizing that Metro’s regular
customers were ripped off in order
to provide them that experience.

BY ANN E. KEATING
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran
Church is having an Epiphany
Sale and Celebration on Friday,
January 26th and Saturday,
January 27th from 9:00 am to
3:00 pm as we vacate our historic
church at 725 East 25th Street.
Come wander the rooms and
reminisce. Pick through the books,
take home a poster or a hymnal.
Sit in the sanctuary one more time
and listen to our wonderful organ.
I am sure you will meet many
of your old friends. Refreshments
and places to sit and visit will be
provided where you can share
memories with each other.
Check out the archives, maybe
you would like to take home our
bowling trophy from 1950 or a

really old Bible. See the wedding
dress of the first bride married at
Messiah. Look at the photographs
and find members of your family or maybe even one of your
friends. They probably will look a
little younger.
Have you always wanted a
church pew? This will be your
chance to buy one. There is always
a need for a folding chair for that
special occasion. They are available for sale too.
All these items and many more
will be available at bargain prices.
For those who would like to do
so, an opportunity to share your
nostalgia, your memories and
have them videoed and recorded
for posterity will be made available so they, too, can be stored in

our archive room and shared with
future generations.
* Definition of Nostalgia is
a sentimentality for the past,
typically for a period or place with
happy personal associations. The
word nostalgia is learned formation
of a Greek compound, consisting
of νόστος (nóstos), meaning
“homecoming”, a Homeric word,
and ἄλγος (álgos), meaning
“pain” or “ache”, and was coined
by a 17th-century medical student
to describe the anxieties displayed
by Swiss mercenaries fighting away from home. Described
as a medical condition—a form
of melancholy—in the Early
Modern period, it became an
important trope in Romanticism.
Nostalgia is associated with a

Urban Ventures’ Center for Families
A Program for the Whole Family!
BY PRISCILLA BROWN
On a cold and snowy night
in December, a room is filled with
adults and children dressed in their
Sunday’s best, but they’re not here
for a holiday party. They’re here
instead for a graduation.
This wasn’t a celebration for
the kids, but for the adults,
both men and women, who were
being recognized for the twenty
weeks of hard work they invested into strengthening their families. Urban Ventures’ Center for
Families equips parents with
the tools that help improve
the entire family. Some of the topics taught are: parenting dynamics, discipline, communication,
conflict resolution, forgiveness
and role of the parents.
Staying aligned with Urban
Ventures’ new strategic plan, the
Center for Families doesn’t
just stop at equipping adults with
the necessary skills and resources
to lead their families but staff
also aim to provide a holistic
approach and serve the children
as well. While the parents are in

their adult education classes, their
children (ages 6 months -15 years)
are following their own curriculum which mirrors what the adults
are learning (and with plenty of
fun thrown in!).
The hope is for the whole family to be learning together. An
example of this is when the adults
are focusing on communication,
the children will learn the importance of listening and responding
to their parents while even creating their own “listening ears” in
the process. Older children, such
as teens, will talk about the importance of clear communication,
which is then reinforce through
different activities. Meanwhile,
parents are learning how to
improve their communication at
home among their family.
The goal of the Center for
Families is to provide services that equip and empower entire
families to grow as individuals,
overcome obstacles and support
each other.
A quote from a recent graduate,
said “I learned that it takes healthy

Transit

BY JOHN CHARLES WILSON
The Super Bowl giveth, and
the Super Bowl taketh away. For
transit users in the Twin Cities, the
Super Bowl mostly taketh away;
while the Metropolitan Council
giveth the use of our light rail
trains to rich tourists who can
afford Super Bowl tickets.
Meanwhile, our poor bus driv-

during the Super Bowl to call
attention to the perfectly legitimate need to have some protection
from riders who assault them.
What is to be done? Shall we
wait around like sitting ducks
for the other shoe to drop? The
Council wants to throw us a bone
by offering free bus rides to us
“regular citizens” on Super Bowl
Sunday, while the elite with their
game day passes get to ride our
trains, all in the name of security.
Sure, we all want the Super
Bowl to be a safe venue, but
does the Super Bowl want us to
be safe? Will security be so concentrated around the stadium my
friend calls the “Sinking Ship” as
to ignore other parts of town? If I
get hit on the head by some robber while waiting for the #2 or the
#6, will the police be there to help
me, or will they only care about
the “chosen ones” – those who

the other hand, with all the police
brutality Minneapolis is known
for, maybe the rest of the city
away from the stadium can call it
a “day off”…..
We waited two years for our
Nicollet Mall buses where they
didn’t belong – on Marquette,
then on Hennepin (Marquette
was actually better). Finally, we
got our buses back on Nicollet,
relieving the overcrowding at the
Hennepin bus stops. This detour
was made so Nicollet Mall could
be “improved” to impress the rich
people coming into town to watch
men play a “game” which really
simulates war: the taking of territory, the penetration of enemy
defenses with an object, the sheer
knocking about…. Even a field
goal is sort of like a missile launch
if you think about it.
Oh, well. Once it’s over, we’ll
have our transit system back,

Experience a world tour of tastes, arts
and crafts at our public market.
Lake Street and 10th Ave S | Minneapolis

MIDTownglobalmarket.org
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The Epic Report – January, 2018
www.eastphillips-epic.com

11th Avenue

Our New Phillips Aquatic
Center is almost complete!
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

24th Street

With

Refurbished Main Pool
New Teaching Pool
Highest Quality Filtration
New Family Locker Rooms
Old Locker Rooms - Renovated
New Teen Center
New Physical Fitness Center
New Community Room
New Parking Area

By the time you read this, there will
be WATER IN BOTH POOLS!

A Victory for The Phillips Community
At last, construction on the Phillips Aquatic Center with its two
indoor swimming pools is nearing completion. This amazing
expansion and renovation of the Phillips Community Center, is
the result of more than six years of hard work and strategic
thinking by the volunteers of the Phillips Neighborhoods and
Minneapolis Swims in partnership with Superintendent Jayne
Miller and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB).
Years ago, many Phillips residents learned to swim in what was
then the Phillips Junior High School pool, built as a new addition
in 1972 with Model Cities money. In 1987, the old school was
declared redundant and was scheduled for demolition. The
neighbors came together and successfully fought to save the
relatively new pool and gym from demolition. The Boys and
Girls Club then took over operations of the building. Twenty
years later, they moved out leaving the building in such a bad
state of repair that it was shut down and was again in danger of
being demolished.
Once again, the community stepped in to save the gym and the
pool. The GRAND RE-OPENING will be announced soon.
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT WORKS AGAIN!

Congratulations Phillips, Minneapolis Swims & MPRB!

For Your Calendar: * Have a Great New Year
The EPIC Board of Directors meet on the FIRST Saturday of the month – Next Meetings;
Saturday, 1/6/2018 and 2/3/2018 at 10:00 AM. At 2433 Bloomington Ave. S.
The EPIC General Membership meets on the SECOND Thursday – Next Meetings;
Thursday, 1/11/18 and 2/8/2018 at 6:30 PM
Agenda includes Neighborhood Industrial Pollution, Crime Initiatives, and EPIC project updates.
The East Phillips Park Programming Partnership meets on the LAST Tuesday – Next meetings;
1/30/18 and 2/27/2018 at 11:30 AM. Lunch is served.
Updates on Partner Programming, Park Events & News.
The East Phillips Community 17th Ave. Gardeners meet on the second Saturday of Each Month
during the gardening season, normally from April through September. Next meetings are:
Saturday, 4/14/2018 & 5/12/2018 at 9:00 AM in the Community Center at 2307 17th Ave. S.
Subsequent meetings will be held in the Garden.
Meeting Location: Unless Noted, all of the above meetings and events are held at the
East Phillips Park Cultural & Community Center located at 2307 17th Ave. S.
The Center is wheelchair accessible and all are welcome.
* East Phillips Residents wanting a 2018 Garden Plot, contact Brad Pass at 612-916-8478
* To get involved in EPIC & help move the East Phillips Neighborhood in a positive direction, join
us at any EPIC General Membership meeting (see dates above). All are welcome.

Designed and Paid for by East Phillips Improvement Coalition

ail.com

www.midtownphillips.org | 612.232.0018 | midtownphillips@gmail.com

BOARD MEETING AGENDA:
Held every second Tuesday in Stewart Park

Tuesday January 9, 6:30-8pm
@ Stewart Park (Arts & Crafts Room) 2700 12th Ave. S., Minneapolis
I. Introductions
II. Review and Approve November and December Minutes
III. Financial Report
-Receive and File Financials
-Finalize 2018 Budget
IV. Funding Community Outreach Partnerships
V. Planning & Overview of Annual Meeting
VI. Community Announcements and Public Comment

Please note there is no Community Meeting in January.
Instead, join MPNAI January 23 to

DISCUSS THE FUTURE OF MINNEAPOLIS!
Tuesday January 23, 6pm

@ Plymouth Church, 1900 Nicollet Ave South
Minneapolis is growing and will continue to grow, and we want to hear from
you. Minneapolis 2040 is an update to the City’s Comprehensive Plan, a
document that shapes how Minneapolis will grow and change. The plan will
cover topics such as housing, job creation, the design of new buildings and
how we use our streets. See more info on the right side of this ad.

Save the Date!

MIDTOWN PHILLIPS FREE COMMUNITY
DINNER & ANNUAL MEETING
Thursday, February 22, 5:30-8pm
Midtown Global Market, Minneapolis
All are welcome! • FREE Dinner • Speakers & Entertainment • Neighborhood
Reports • Info and Resource Fair • New Board Elections

This Monthly Alley Newspaper Half Page was paid for by Midtown Phillips Neighborhood Association, Inc.

VENTURA VILLAGE NEWS
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We say our Farewells to Waite House’s
Francisco Segovia & Welcome Julie Graves

Francisco Segovia
Waite House’s Outgoing
Executive Director

Julie Graves
Waite House’s New
Interim Executive Director

Good-Bye & Hello Revisited:
Welcome back Inspector Sullivan
& thanks to Catherine Johnson

Inspector Michael Sullivan

Inspector Catherine Johnson

Although the changing of the Minneapolis Police’s Third Precinct
commanders appears to be too frequent, we continue to be both
sad and glad during this process. That’s because despite these
changes, the Phillips Community and Ventura Village in particular
have been blessed with inspectors who demonstrate continued
respect for neighborhood crime and safety efforts. Inspector
Michael Sullivan will replace Inspector Johnson as our Third
Precinct Commander. Both Inspectors Johnson and Sullivan have
been empathetic and collaborative in all of our collective efforts
to address criminal activity with positive solutions.
We have received notice that “beat” ofﬁcers in the Third Precinct
have been cut from 21 to approximately 12 personnel. This
means we will probably see some gradual changes in the deployment of these ofﬁcers and the actual hours police will become
available. We need to have an ongoing conversation with our
police commanders so that the residents and stakeholders in
Phillips can help reduce the consequences that these changes
could have on our neighborhoods.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

JAN 10TH @ 7:00 PM
UPCOMING VENTURA VILLAGE MONTHLY MEETINGS:
WEDNESDAY, JAN 10TH: BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING: 6:00 PM
WEDNESDAY, JAN 10TH: GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING: 7:00 PM
TO BE ANNOUNCED: WELLNESS, GARDENING & GREENING: 6:30 PM
TUESDAY, JAN 22ND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE: 6:00 PM
THURSDAY, FEB 1ST: HOUSING & LAND COMMITTEE: 5:30 PM
THURSDAY, FEB 1ST: CRIME & SAFETY COMMITTEE: 6:30 PM

Few people have brought to the Phillips Community as wideranging sets of services for homeless, low-income and
immigrant residents as Francisco Segovia. He has served as
Executive Director of Waite House in both locations and was
the biggest key to the community regaining the Phillips
Community Center as a focal point for a broad range of
services to youth, elders, homeless, immigrants. No Park Board
facility in Minneapolis has a broader multicultural service-reach
as the PCC, while ensuring that these facilities serve all ages
successfully. Welcoming Julie Graves as the Interim Director
we thank Francisco Segovia for all the wealth he brought to
our communities. Francisco wrote this letter to his friends and
colleagues who served with him at Waite House and Pillsbury
United Communities and we could not say this better:
With a bit of sorrow, and a lot of excitement, I wish to
formally announce my departure, after 23 years
service, from Pillsbury United to pursue the building of a
Civic Engagement Latino Organization.
My first 9 years of service at Pillsbury were at Brian Coyle
Center providing employment services as a team member of
the Pillsbury Employment Services under the leadership of
Mike Wynne, now with Emerge Services. The remaining 14
of my 23 years were spent as director of Waite House
Center. Late 2003 Yvonne Olsen, a former Pillsbury's Vicepresident, hired and trusted me to run the Center. Guided
by my supervisor and with the support of friends, mentors
and a creative team, Waite House gained a stronger presence
in our communities.
Thanks to our partners (organizations and individuals),
founders, volunteers, my awesome team and our community
(the purpose of our existence as an organization) thousands
of people have been impacted by Waite House Center by our
human services, civic engagement activities and/or the work
of our public policy team. Thousands more will be touched
by the work our new radio station, a project, that in spite of
many challenges, is now a reality.
Our success is the result of our collective effort, creativity,
and desire for building a better world. Let me state that our
work is an act of love. It is the love that guided us to believe
that every human being is a valuable member of our society.
A world where everyone has a fair chance to live a decent
life. A love that is cemented in human solidarity opposed to
charity.
I'm taking with me an immense amount of historical
knowledge such as the social settlement principle that gave
birth and direction to this organization. A principle
vehemently promoted by our former Executive Director, Tony
Wagner.
I want to share, one of my favorite quotes from Eugene V
Debs that helps me to find a balance between the need of
finding leaders to follow or the desire for having followers:
“I am not a Labor Leader; I do not want you to follow me or
anyone else; if you are looking for a Moses to lead you out of this
capitalist wilderness, you will stay right where you are. I would
not lead you into the Promised Land if I could, because if I led you
in, some one else would lead you out. You must use your heads as
well as your hands, and get yourself out of your present condition;
as it is now the capitalists use your heads and your hands”.

I wish the best of success to everyone who is remaining
with Pillsbury United Communities and have complete
confidence in and give my full support to Julie Graves as she
accepted the position of Interim Director of Waite House
Center .If you wish to keep in touch or to learn more about the
organization that we our building, feel free to email me
at franciscoesegovia@gmail.com	
  

All Residents Are Welcome to Participate: Visitors Welcome to Attend!

Ventura Village is located upstairs in the Phillips Community Center at 2323 - 11th Avenue South • Minneapolis • 612-874-9070

The Alley is social!
@alleynewspaper
www.alleynews.org
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Aquatic Center: Signed, Sealed..pg 8

Midtown Phillips Changes pgs 4, 6

City repays $ to Neighbohoods pg 8
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“Topless Widow of Herkimer” Review:
pg 9

Levi on Ass of America by Roy McBride
pg 9
Note to Self by Robert R. Smith pg 10
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-Ovid

NO POOL APRIL FOOL in 2017!

Phillips Aquatics Center Groundbreaking this Month!

2

Walter Griffin

Sharolyn B. Hagen

6

“[Will] any adequate remedy be found for this incoming flood of Incorporated Wealth?” – Wendell Phillips see “Spirit of Phillips” page 11
Larry Levanthal April 28, 1941- January 17, 2017

The Cosmos has Grown by
One More Star

BY LAURA WATERMAN WITTSTOCK
Larry Leventhal died on January 17, 2017 following a
long battle with pancreatic cancer. He was a well-known
attorney who represented people who had been wronged
in some way, and he also wrote wills and in the case of my
family, represented us in juvenile court as we undertook the
adoption of our great grandchild. In contrast to this kind of
work, he took on some of the most formidable opponents
imaginable, including the United States government.
During his 50-year career in the practice of law, he
focused much of his time on the legal affairs of tribal
nations and American Indian nonprofit organizations.
During the course of the history of the Indian Education
Act, passed in 1972 and released for grantmaking in 1973,
Larry represented and assisted numerous schools and tribal
nations. Although both Heart of the Earth Survival School
and the Red School House are no longer operating, he
assisted both with research on changes in the regulations
affecting funding opportunities and each year he created

The Next Four Years,
More or Less

Irreconcilable
Differences?

BY LAURA WATERMAN WITTSTOCK
Donald Trump’s campaign for president has taken the
lion’s share of newsprint and media time, for 15 months,
from the time of his splashy announcement from the Trump
Tower in New York City. There was a crowded Republican
field of 16 candidates, five of whom dropped out before
the Iowa caucuses in February, 2016, and another nine who
dropped out later in February and March. The final two:
Ted Cruz and John Kasich dropped out in May, following
bruising primary fights filled with personal insults and innuendo. This left Donald Trump alone to face the Democratic
candidates: Secretary Hillary Clinton and Senator Bernie
Sanders who were themselves locked in an intense fight in
the primaries. Once Sanders conceded, Clinton had little
time left to fully prepare for her adversary and his street
fighter’s style of campaigning. Unafraid to cast insults and
state falsehoods, Trump whipped the crowds who came to
see him into chanting, “lock her up, lock her up!” as he
smiled and held thumbs up to them. He called her a liar

BY MISHEHARU P. DAWKINS
What does the election of Donald Trump say about us
as a nation and us as individuals? First I am going to try
and explain what it means to me, and then I am going to
try and explain what I believe it means for us as a country.
As I watched on Election Day with my family as each state
rolled in and Hillary Clinton kept losing state after state, I
would not allow myself to believe that Donald Trump would
become the 45th president of this country. I want to make it
clear that I was no fan of Hillary but if the good people of
this nation were watching what I was watching, there was
no way Trump would win. That is the heart of the disappointment for me. What I thought we were, who I thought
we were becoming had suddenly eroded significantly in
one night. Don’t get me wrong, I suffer from no illusions
that somehow race doesn’t matter. When former President
Obama won there were people from all walks of life, colors and cultures supporting a man and his family who ran
for the office of the President of the United States and that

Four Years
see page 3

Irreconcilable
see page 11
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Slam/Dunk
is only one way to SCORE
Community Scores MORE!
• Slam/Dunk least of BB skills

@alleynewspaper

• HOBT reveals PLAN!
• 150th Cemetery Tale
• Phillips Aquatic Update
• Franklin OPEN STREET
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Brad Pass

SLAM DUNK!

Phillips West Neighborhood
21st Annual
National Night Out
27th Street Block Party
Tuesday, August 1st 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Along 27th Street between Columbus
and Portland Avenues

Phillips West Neighborhood 21st Annual National Night Out
27th Street Block Party, Tuesday, August 1st 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Along 27th Street between Columbus and Portland Avenues

The East Phillips Community
Making Waves for Water Works

Sunday, July 23, 2017 • 11-5 pm

Visit us at Open Streets on the north side of Lake Street between 13th and Bloomington
• Entertainment by the Wailing Loons, The Litle Thunderbirds,
The Crew and Ballet Folklorico Mexico Azteca and more!
• WildEarth WoodFired Mobile Pizza Bakery
• Soccer Exhibition by New Americans Youth Soccer Club
• Learn more about New City’s free fruit tree program
• Puppets from Heart of the Beast Puppet & Mask Theater
• Youth activities and more!
For more information on the Midtown Festival: midtownphillips@gmail.com

Commentary
Cameras in the courtroom: fairness
and equality will follow. “there’s
none so blind as they that won’t see.”
BY CRAIG SEIFERT
The Yanez verdict demonstrates the need for cameras in the
courtroom. Centuries of courtroom secrecy must end, cameras are the vehicle to bring about the needed and necessary
changes in criminal, civil and family courts, and would have
an immediate effect on equality and the fair administration of
justice for all. Besides that, the cameras allow the voters the
ability to observe and evaluate the past performance, judi-

gets installed at this point.
December 2017
December is just about finishing
anything left to do, and getting everything cleaned up, and delivering the
finished product by December 15th,
2017!
Nobody can predict what kind of
crazy weather might affect us, or what
unforeseen obstacles the construction
team may encounter as they begin to
dig, but this is a well thought out plan,
with the architect, the Minneapolis
Park Board, the City of Minneapolis
and the contractor all working together to make it happen on this time table.
Let’s plan to go swimming next
winter in the Phillips Aquatics Center!
For further updates, please follow
us on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/mplsswims/.
Denny Bennett is president of the
board of directors of Minneapolis
Swims and a mortgage banker with
KleinBank, and can be reached at
denny@dennybennett.com or 612804-0488.

“Tread softly, Breath peacefully, Laugh hysterically.” – Nelson Mandela*

MIDTOWN PHILLIPS FESTIVAL!

Minneapolis’ neighborhood,
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definitely be a good one for taking
public transportation to the Phillips
Community Center, as parking will be
very tight during this time.
August 2017
August is pool installation month
on the inside, with the new pool getting installed in the new addition, and
the guts of the large pool getting completely replaced.
September 2017
September starts the home stretch!
Painting and flooring. The plan is for
the parking lot to be striped, and completed this month as well
October 2017
October is the month the bleachers
get built, lockers get installed in the
new family locker rooms, cabinetry
gets built out, doors and hardware
get installed and other more detailed
kinds of things.
November 2017
November is finalizing finishes,
putting the end pieces on the plumbing, electric, heating, air conditioning
and other mechanical systems, and
trimming out the project. Signage also

Dripping water carves a stone.
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* For more on the Phillips Pool & Ovid’s bio on page 2 & 7
people splashing in the pool inside!
June and July 2017
June & July are the months where
it looks like nothing is happening on
the new addition, but some of the most
important things are getting taken
care of before further work is done.
Plumbing, electrical, heating and air
conditioning systems get installed and
routed throughout the space. A high
percentage of the work done in these
months will end up getting covered
up, and you’ll never see it, but you
sure will appreciate it.
At the other end of the building
however, the west entrance will likely be closed, as the new entry is
constructed during these same two
months. Although not nearly as dramatic as the new addition on the front
of the building, this too will be fun
to watch as it changes the look of the
building.
While all of this is happening,
you will also see big changes taking
place outside as the parking lot gets
expanded and reconfigured to best utilize space. The summer of 2017 will

Tread, Breathe, Laugh

• Lifting every voice,
• agitating for change,
• advocating on issues,
• documenting history,
• connecting neighbors,
• facilitating deliberation,
• promoting art and culture,
• Community-Owned,
• volunteer driven,
• nonprofit.
• FREE!
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ommunity governed)
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EXTERIOR PERSPECTIVE 1

BY DENNY BENNETT
MARCH 2017
You’ll definitely notice the activity
beginning on Monday, March 27th.
Fencing goes up around the southeast
end of the building and parking lot,
the roll-off dumpsters hit the scene,
and there will be activity much earlier than usual. Selective demolition
inside the pool area will have begun!
APRIL 2017
By the following week, the heavy
equipment will be outside, and
weather permitting, April will start
the month with outdoor demolition.
Next comes the excavation, and then
the foundation for the new addition,
which will contain the new, 25-yard,
4-lane, warm water, learn- to-swim
pool.
May 2017
May should be a stunning month as
the addition takes shape! The whole
look of the Phillips Community Center
will have changed by the end of May
as this new structure now has walls
and a roof, after just two months.
You’ll be able to practically hear the
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Ardo Mohamed

5

Larry Levanthal
see page 9

Bering Strait Theory? Pg 11 & 9

4

Cynthia Orange

human trafficking, violence and crime increasing;
with powerful voices in our nation telling people
“you don’t belong here: you’re the wrong culture,
the wrong religion, the wrong color, the wrong sexuality”.
And yet we walk. Neighbors disarm Herod’s
guards not with force, but by calling to their families
on the other side of the bridge: Mother! Tia! Sister!
Primo! The star leads the way to an old church, where
the heating pipes creak and the roof sometimes leaks,
but where there is hot soup and bread, music and loving arms to welcome not only one child, but all the
children of the earth.
This year, people who attended La Natividad were
asked to write words on Post-Its and place them
under questions like “Who would I shelter?” and
“Who would shelter me?” The bright colors made
for a kind of paper heaven in the banquet hall of St.
Paul’s. A heaven that calls us to question, calls us
to welcome, calls us to be light in the midst of deep
darkness.
Patrick Cabello Hansel is a Co-Pastor at St.
Paul’s EVANGELICAL Lutheran Church on 15th
Ave.

Star Tribune

“…Before I built a wall I’d ask to know
What I was walling in or walling out,
And to whom I was like to give offence.
Something there is that doesn’t love a wall…”

We wear our fingers rough with handling
them.
Oh, just another kind of out-door game,
One on a side. It comes to little more:
There where it is we do not need the wall:
He is all pine and I am apple orchard.
My apple trees will never get across
And eat the cones under his pines, I tell
him.
He only says, “Good fences make good
neighbors.”
Spring is the mischief in me, and I wonder
If I could put a notion in his head:
“Why do they make good neighbors?
Isn’t it
Where there are cows? But here there are
no cows.
Before I built a wall I’d ask to know
What I was walling in or walling out,
And to whom I was like to give offence.
Something there is that doesn’t love a
wall,
That wants it down.” I could say “Elves”
to him,
But it’s not elves exactly, and I’d rather
He said it for himself. I see him there
Bringing a stone grasped firmly by the top
In each hand, like an old-stone savage
armed.
He moves in darkness as it seems to me,
Not of woods only and the shade of trees.
He will not go behind his father’s saying,
And he likes having thought of it so well
He says again, “Good fences make good
neighbors.”

3

“Dripping water hollows out stone, not

Who Would I Shelter?

If you looked to the southwest as you were arriving for La Natividad this past December,
you could see just the briefest hint of the sun’s last rays. It was the darkest part of the
year for us in northern climes; for many of us, 2016 was one of the darkest as well. From
Zika to Aleppo, from thousands dying in the Mediterranean trying to seek shelter from
war and abject poverty to an election characterized by fear and hatred, from shooting of
black men by police to the shooting of police, this past year had its share of darkness.

La Natividad tells the Christmas story from the
perspective of an immigrant family in our neighborhood seeking posada, or shelter. Many of the actors
and volunteers this past year will be directly affected
by the new administration’s strategy on immigration. After a year in which immigrants were demonized, the question remains: Will we provide shelter
to those who are already here, and those who will
come?
La Natividad is a partnership of In the Heart
of the Beast Puppet and Mask Theater and St.
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church on 15th Avenue.
Usually we abbreviate the name of the church to
St. Paul’s Lutheran, but in this climate, maybe we
should dwell on the “evangelical” for a moment, as
the sun makes its slow journey north. Evangelical
comes from two Greek words, meaning “good” and
“angel” (or “messenger”). Doesn’t Phillips need to
hear from a good angel? Don’t we need a message,
not of Making America Great Again, but of recognizing the great love that we already bear within us?
In La Natividad, María hears from two evangels
that she is to bear the Holy Child into the world. First
a dancer with bells on her feet—who is in charge of
a sometimes unruly flock of little angels—physically
serenades María with a beautiful Aztec dance. Then
a mysterious angel, masked as the whole of heaven,
brings soundless words to her. María is shocked, then
wondering, then accepting this good news: she will
bear this child. She will accept this gift.
Oh, what a good message, right? But then, humble
María faces anything but good news. A fight with her
fiancé, José. A call from the empire to be counted (a
registry of people from the Middle East perhaps).
King Herod who wishes to stop María and José from
entering the community that has gathered to welcome them. The very literal cold and piercing wind
along 15th Avenue.
St. Paul’s and Heart of the Beast have been working to make 15th Avenue into the Phillips Avenue of
the Arts: a celebration of the beauty and talent of the
community. Often during 2016, the work felt more
like just holding onto the avenue of survival. With
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“Gutta cavat lapidem”

…to whom offence?

BY PATRICK CABELLO HANSEL

Something there is that doesn’t love a
wall,
That sends the frozen-ground-swell under
it,
And spills the upper boulders in the sun;
And makes gaps even two can pass
abreast.
The work of hunters is another thing:
I have come after them and made repair
Where they have left not one stone on a
stone,
But they would have the rabbit out of
hiding,
To please the yelping dogs. The gaps I
mean,
No one has seen them made or heard
them made,
But at spring mending-time we find them
there.
I let my neighbor know beyond the hill;
And on a day we meet to walk the line
And set the wall between us once again.
We keep the wall between us as we go.
To each the boulders that have fallen to
each.
And some are loaves and some so nearly
balls
We have to use a spell to make them balance:
“Stay where you are until our backs are
turned!”

NoDakPipeline: Divest; Banking pg 9

Unity Speaks Out & Prevails pg 12
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Mending
Wall
BY ROBERT FROST
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Ash Borer Dilemma pg 5

Toxic Burn in Iraq = Death pg 11

Remarkable “Migration, Belonging
and Identity” at ASI FREE on
Wednesdays pg 9
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through force but through persistence.

6

“If we must have an enemy at the head of government, let it be one whom we can oppose, and for whom we are not responsible.”
– Ron Chernow, Alexander Hamilton

Explore your neighborhood and local businesses as you bike, walk, or roll on Lake Street
closed to vehicle traffic and opened up to community! Now in its seventh year, Open Streets
Minneapolis is a City of Minneapolis event hosted by the Minneapolis Bicycle Coalition and
presented by the Center for Prevention at Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota (Blue Cross).
Open Streets East Lake: Sunday, July 23, 2017, 11am to 5pm
East Lake Street, between Elliot & 42nd
Open Streets Franklin: Sunday, August 27, 2017, 11am to 5pm
Franklin Avenue, between Portland & 28th

“Neighbors Getting to Know Neighbors!”

Event & Food is FREE for

Challenge Choir, Rene Studio
Salsa Dancers, DJ’s, 4 Clowns,
Balloon Animals and a Rap
and Dance Contest hosted
by Mad Dads, top 3 win Gift
Cards up to $100 (No Cussing
Allowed)!
Lots of Information tables
with Community Resources
and Free Giveaways!
For more information
or to get involved, contact
Crystal Windschitl at 612879-5383 or email her at
pwno2005@yahoo.com

BY CAROL PASS, GAC MEMBER AND EPIC BOARD East Phillips community, had been work- all who attend! A Variety
PRESIDENT
ing on acquiring the Roof Depot site for of Picnic Food includReady or not: Here comes the City Water the purpose of transferring the water yard ing Popcorn, Hot Dogs,
Yard, its numerous huge diesel trucks, its there for at least ten years without informWatermelon, Candy, Cookies &
100+ employees’ additional cars to one of ing us. This only came to light after the
the most polluted and dangerously traffic- East Phillips Community began a major Ice Cream!
congested areas of the City.
campaign to de-industrialize the very heavy
Lots to see and do! McGruff
The Promise:
industry area around Cedar Ave. and 28th
Please
join
us @ Lake
OPEN
forthethethe Crime Dog, Minnions
The City’s Core
Principles
of Community
St. Street
City officials
may STREETS
have realized
Engagement PROMISE our “Right to be outrage it would create in the middle of our Character, Cardinal Mascot,
involved”, namely that “… those who are campaign to de-industrialize were they to Bounce House, a Giant
affected by a decision have a right to be just begin this process without giving the Inflated Slide, Children’s
involved in the decision-making process.” community even an ounce of information
Games and Prizes, Face
(Adopted by the Mpls. City Council, Dec. before beginning. It was obvious that we
Sunday, July 23, 2017
• 11-5
pm this plan with its secrecy Painters, Twinkle the Mascot,
2007)
would
encounter
moving
this heavily
polluted
area in the and a Fish Pond!
The
Reality:
Visit us
at Open
Streets on the north side of Lake for
Street
between
13th and
Bloomington
Despite • Entertainment
the promise, bythe
City
of
the Wailing Loons,
The Litle
Thunderbirds,
A variety of Entertainment
Water
Works
Minneapolis,The
unbeknown
the “affected”
Crew andto
Ballet
Folklorico Mexico
Azteca
see page
9 and more!
including MN Adult & Teen
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• WildEarth WoodFired Mobile Pizza Bakery

Consumed
by
News?
BY HARVEY WINJE PUBLISHER

To Barricade or Not to Barricade, That is the Question!

• Soccer Exhibition by New Americans Youth Soccer Club
• Learn more about New City’s free fruit tree program

• Puppets from Heart of the BY
Beast
BRADPuppet
PASS & Mask Theater
• Youth activities
and more!MEETING:
A BARRICADE

On Tuesday evening, July 18th, 2017 the
neighborhood gathered at Open Arms to discuss the Barricades which have blocked vehicular traffic on E 25th St. between Bloomington
Ave. and 16th Ave. S. for many years. The
issue, as pointed out by Third Precinct Lt.
Catherine Johnson, is that in the last two years
crime statistics in the area have risen precipitously. Everyone at the meeting agreed that
the police statistics more of less accurately
reflect what is happening on the ground.
There was disagreement as to the cause of,
and the solution to, the problem.
The CAUSE?
1. Some thought that the Barricades had
become institutionalized and were seen
as a place free of traffic and interference
that could be used by prostitutes, users,
dealers, and the homeless to conduct
their business.
2. Some wondered if the elimination or lack
of enforcement of “Livability Crimes”

For more information on the Midtown Festival: midtownphillips@gmail.com

Are we too consumed by NEWS?
Publisher Peter W. Marty challenges himself and readers with this
question when also quoting “Alain
de Botton, a British-based philosopher and author of The News: A
User’s Manual, who believes that in
contemporary culture news has largely replaced religion as ‘our central
source of guidance and our touchstone of authority.’ The news—not
scripture, tradition, or inspired ritual—informs how we handle suffering
and make moral choices. A desire to
know what’s going on all hours of the
day and night actually makes us more
shallow than we may want to admit.”
[See, complete article by Peter Marty
in Christian Century, November 23,
2016 and hopefully reprinted in the
September Alley Newspaper]

3.

such as the “No Loitering” law and others is related to the increase of crime
and asked to see the relationship of the
increase of police crime statistics to the
date of elimination.
Some wondered if the difficulty of
enforcing the “No Trespassing” ordinance was related to the increase. (In
addition to having the authorized sign
posted, the property owner must file
a “Trespassing Authorization” form
with the local police precinct. When a
Trespassing incident occurs, the owner
must confront the trespassers and get
each to Print their name and sign the
“Trespass Notice Form” which says,
“YOU ARE HEREBY REQUESTED
TO DEPART FROM THIS LAND AND
NOT TO RETURN FOR ONE YEAR”.
The owner must include his/her name on
the form, give a copy to the trespassers
and save the original. All this while not
knowing if the trespasser is dangerous
and has a weapon or not, thus forcing

4.
5.

police work on property owners.
Some saw the barricades as an essential
safety feature of the neighborhood unrelated to the increase in crime.
Native Americans at the meeting perceived the barricades as an implicit statement cordoning off and thereby devaluing their community with
respect to the rest of the neighborhood.

The SOLUTION?
Some wanted the Barricades removed permanently.
Some wanted them to remain indefinitely
but to be improved in appearance.
Some wanted them removed on a trial
basis.
Some wanted them removed with another
traffic calming amenity such as a Traffic
Circle installed at 17th Ave. S and E 25th St.
similar to ones at 32, 34, & 36 Streets and 17th

Coach Karim Jackson says, “Stretch you arms way out!” “Keep them up.” “Now you have it! “That’s Good!”

Clyde Turner
Basketball Camp

At East Phillips Park Cultural &
Community Center-17th Ave. &
Phillips Community Center-13th Ave.

Is MORE than
Basketball!
BY CAROL PASS
The highlight of summer for hundreds of Phillips kids is
the Clyde Turner Youth Basketball Camp. Approximately
eighty boys and girls from nine to seventeen years of
age filled the East Phillips Park Gym the week of August
14th and the Phillips Community Center the week earlier.
They came for basketball and got a whole lot more. Clyde
Turner’s Camp is an Educational Basketball Academy
where basketball is utilized as a conduit to learning skills
and skill application for success on and off the court. It
provides sport opportunities for group social learning,
leadership, development of good decision-making skills
and a sense of accountability. The Camp is made possible
by a partnership with the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community, East Phillips Improvement Coalition (EPIC),
Minneapolis Parks & Rec. and Past Athletes Concerned
About Education (PACE).
I saw this unique concept unfold on Thursday as the
gym started to fill at 11:00 AM. Clyde called the group to
order at a little after 11:30 and introduced Dequon Oliver.

Theatre’s
Community Soul
BY SANDY SPIELER*
Perhaps it seems like a contradiction to be a professional
theatre with a community soul. Our internal dilemmas--about speaking our artistic voices while also giving community participants a voice; about providing our company
with livable wages while keeping the theatre work inexpensive and affordable---are not separate
from the external dilemmas of the larger
world. Indeed, such a path contains all
the recurring dilemmas of seeking to live
a soulful life in the midst of our nation,
where everything is valued primarily as a
commodity of the marketplace. Walking
this dilemma is part of being “in the heart
of the beast.”
In 1979, company member and poet
Stephen Linsner suggested the name “In
the Heart of the Beast” as a metaphor for
our theatre. He wrote,
“To be puppeteers in the Heart of the Beast
…is to find ourselves in the great world Beast made of
families, races, ages, classes, corporations, and nations,
people, (and creatures!) all different, working out a way to
live together.
…is to work puppets. To hold life in our hands, to sense
how we are all like puppets---worked by instincts, voices,
and forces above and below us.
…is to carry and protect something very old like a heart
within us, a secret, a promise. Like carrying a flickering
candle through a dark place. Like carrying a family in a

In the Heart of the Beast Puppet and
Mask Theatre

Update to Our
Community
August 2017

BY CORRIE ZOLL
HOBT’s Vision: 3 Years 3 Goals
Over the past three years, HOBT has
been working toward a transformational
plan to build a more resilient organization,
to address the issues of owning an aging
and distressed building, and to better
serve its neighbors.
The Avalon Theatre: HOBT Says! &
Welcomes Renters
The plan centers on a rebranding of
HOBT’s Avalon Theater at the corner of
15th Avenue South and East Lake Street as
a neighborhood art center. HOBT will continue to own and
operate the building, and will continue to use it to present
programming.
Nearly all of HOBT’s programming can be condensed
so that it relies on the Avalon Theater stage 20 weeks of the
year. This leaves 30 weeks each year to fill the space with
arts programming and events that represent the cultures
present in the neighborhoods served by HOBT. Imagine
live music, dance, theater, film, birthday parties, weddings and more. The additional income will strengthen
HOBT’s ability to work toward its mission to bring people

The Alley Newspaper i
Yanez Verdict Commentary
see page 11

See www.openstreetsmpls.org for more info and complete list of events

Barricades
see page 6

Basketball Camp
see page 6

Theatre’s Soul
see page 7

HOBT Community Update
see page 7
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“Hamilton’s besetting fear was that American democracy would be spoiled by demagogues
who would mouth populist shibboleths to conceal their despotism.”
– Ron Chernow, Alexander Hamilton
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AMERICAN INDIAN MONTH:

HEALING ÷÷÷

FRANKLIN AV, CEDAR FIELD, & TOURS, FRANCE

Trumps Trump 45, Trump Family, Bannon, & Cabinet

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
[Note: This long letter (9,259 characters not 140) has
been shown in excerpts to conserve space; truncated portions are indicated by these brackets [gap]. The letter
deserves reading fully.]
“[ ]Throughout America’s adventure in free government,
our basic purposes have been to keep the peace; to foster
progress in human achievement, and to enhance liberty,
dignity and integrity among people and among nations. To
strive for less would be unworthy of a free and religious
people. Any failure traceable to arrogance, or our lack of
comprehension or readiness to sacrifice would inflict upon
us grievous hurt both at home and abroad.
“Progress toward these noble goals is persistently threatened by the conflict now engulfing the world. It commands
our whole attention, absorbs our very beings. We face a
hostile ideology – global in scope, atheistic in character,
ruthless in purpose, and insidious in method. Unhappily
the danger is poses promises to be of indefinite duration.
To meet it successfully, there is called for, not so much
the emotional and transitory sacrifices of crisis, but rather
those which enable us to carry forward steadily, surely, and
without complaint the burdens of a prolonged and complex
struggle – with liberty the stake. Only thus shall we remain,
despite every provocation, on our charted course toward
permanent peace and human betterment.
“Crises there will continue to be. In meeting them,
whether foreign or domestic, great or small, there is a recurring temptation to feel that some spectacular and costly
action could become the miraculous solution to all current difficulties. A huge increase in newer elements of our
defense; development of unrealistic programs to cure every
ill in agriculture; a dramatic expansion in basic and applied
research – these and many other possibilities, each possibly
promising in itself, may be suggested as the only way to the
road we wish to travel.
“But each proposal must be weighed in the light of a
broader consideration: the need to maintain balance in and
among national programs – balance between the private
and the public economy, balance between cost and hoped
for advantage – balance between the clearly necessary
President 34
see page 8
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Minnesota.
is a focused
celebration and validation
Americanand
Indianthroughout
Month Planning Committee
AnnouncesIt
American
Indian
and Calendar
of Events
of theMonth
richKickoff
American
Indian
traditions, art, music, ceremonies, spirituality and Community that exist all year in ways that invite heightened
awareness. American Indian Cultural Corridor Banners are a year-long
reminder of the great benefits American Indians and their culture have
bestowed on this land for thousands of years.

10:00 am Press Conference

Date of Event: Thursday April 27th

Ancient Traders Market - Parking Lot Near Wolf Statue or Suite 105
1113 E. Franklin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55404

(Minneapolis, MN) -- The American Indian Month Planning Committee officially announces the American Indian
Month Kickoff on May 1, 2017 and the American Indian Cultural Activities Planned by Metro American Indian
Organizations.

Minnesota Native American
foods to be promoted to
Gourmet Entrepeneurs
in France. Left to right,
Norma Renville-White Earth/
Sisseton-Wahpeton, Diane
Gorney-White Earth, Carl
Fransen-White Earth, Clyde
Bellecourt-White Earth,
American Indian Movement
Interpretive Center Board
Members who are launching
International marketing of
White Earth Wild Rice and
walleye and buffalo meat
from other Minnesota Tribes
at a very large Culinary and
Arts Festival at Tours, France
May 4 thru 10th. Norma
Renville and Diane Gorney
are holding 1 pound packages of the Organically certified, Gluten Free REAL Wild
Rice harvested by hand at
White Earth.

This year marks the 48th American Indian celebration during the month of May originally founded by the
American Indian Movement.
This press conference will follow the AIM Interpretive Center’s press conference launching their wild rice
venture in France to be held at the AIM Interpretive Center - 1113 E. Franklin Ave. Suite 103 Minneapolis, MN
55404 on Thursday, April 27th 2017.
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AWE OF AUTUMN

East Phillips SummerFest
It’s time to

CELEBRATE
Corrine Zala, Resident, Housing Facilitator and Coach,
Comedienne, Cook, and Preservationist; b. February 14,
1955 died April 26, 2017. Photo with Les Walstein, “My very
best friend.” see Tribute pg 9.

AWE OF LONGEVITY

This future leader will be able to walk through the English curtain at
will and leave it all behind having learned Objibwe and/or Dakota culture, traditions, and language; and the wholeness of the circle of life.
He will understand how important autumn is…the timing of the leaves
that turn to color – bronze, yellow, orange, red – signal when they
choke off the flow of nutrients to their leaves whether winter will be
early or late. Photo: Jewell Arcoren

in Partnership with

The East Phillips Improvement Coalition (EPIC) &

Many neighborhood artists, vendors & friends invite you and
your family to a PARTY in the PARK
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Ventura Bees fill jars pg 5
Tai Chi and Healing pg 2
Mashkiikii Gitigan Heals pg 5

American
Swedish
Institute’s
Phillips
Community
Neighbors Night

Dancing for Cultural Wellness pg 8
Wet, dirty drawers w/o Agitator pg 7
100 Year Sanctuary Vacated,
Boarded, Frozen,
and Trashed? Pg 6
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See page 9 for the rest of Autumn in our Hearts

October = Autumn = Awetumn = Phillips Clean Sweep. Is it
REALLY about picking-up 1.57 square miles of left-overs and
recycling between 35-W & Hiawatha and E-94 & Lake Street?
Or is it a Great Social Event; FREE breakfast of OJ, coffee, fruit,
and pastries; and a FREE T- Shirt? Yup, it’s all of the above!!

• The Backyard Initiative: page 8
• Ventura Village Neighborhood Organization: page 5
• East Phillips Improvement Coalition: page 4
• Midtown Phillips Neighborhood Improvement Association:
page 4
• Phillips West Neighborhood Organization: page 2
• Friends of the Cemetery: usually on page 3

Annual Alley Gathering

Experience a world tour of tastes, arts
and crafts at our public market.
Lake Street and 10th Ave S | Minneapolis

MIDTownglobalmarket.org

• KEYS MADE

Your home for exploring Nordic culture
since 1921

1601 EAST LAKE STREET
MINNEAPOLIS, MN
P. 61 2.729.9333

W W W. I N G E B R E T S E N S . C O M

NOVEMBER

Marie Sandvik Center
Thursday, November 23, 2017
FREE! Wonderful food, great
music. Come as you are.

At 11th and Franklin, Marie Sandvik
Center, a Christ-centered mission,
exists to meet spiritual and physical
needs of anyone.

Sunday nights

Friday nights

Tuesday nights

Thursday afternoons

4pm Bible study
*6pm Chapel
7pm Meal, men’s
clothes

FURNITURE:

5pm Set Free (12 Step)
*7pm Chapel
8pm Meal, women’s
clothes

Individuals in need may call to inquire about
free furniture - 651-468-9741

AM PM

ALL ARE WELCOME!

FOR ADULTS:

After a chapel service, guests may receive a
hot meal, clothing, hygiene products and a
blanket. (See schedule on right.)

11-2

3pm Christian movies
5pm Bible study
*7pm Chapel
8pm Meal, men’s clothes

12pm Quilt & layette sign-ups
Christian movie
Child care for those in
attendance
*1pm Ladies’ Day Chapel
2pm Meal, women’s, infants’ &
Children’s clothing

(* Guests must arrive by time noted)

1112 East Franklin Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55404
612-870-9617
www.MarieSandvikCenter.org

3440 BLOOMINGTON AVE.
POWDERHORN PARK
MINNEAPOLIS
M-F 6:30-6
SAT 7-5 • SUN 7:30-5
729-5627

Organic &
Fair Trade cOFFee
FREE Wireless Internet

DEC. 13

NEWS FLASH!
EPNI/Roof Depot Vote pg A
Messiah:
RAISED or RAZED pgs B & C
New! KALY pg D KRSM pg 5

5 -8 pm.
See pg. 6
OF, BY, AND FOR ITS READERS SINCE 1976
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CAROLING WITH CROWS Phillips Neighborhood, Christmas 2016

WELNA
HARDWARE
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It seems that our community is always under assault, doesn’t it sometimes? From the exploding heroin epidemic to the President’s ending of
DACA, there is always some threat to respond to. How do we keep our
sanity in such times?
One way is through art—whether it’s painting a mural, decorating a
cake for a quinceañera, writing a poem or a story, making mosaics or
puppets or sculpture—working together to create art can transform the
neighborhood while it is transforming the lives of those who make it and
those who experience it.

or Jeanne Whitehill
612-370-4888
jwhitehill@minneapolisparks.org

Contact Brad Pass for more information
612-916-8478 bpass@usinternet.com

with ASI’s FREE Neighborhood Night

BY THOMAS R. SMITH
Some people came out to greet us, others held
back, facades preserving a solemn
silence, whether of privacy, vacancy
or sorrow. Yet smiles escaped our little
roving chorus, whether for our stumbles
over the carols’ verses in Spanish, or
for having lit a few faces in windows
and doorways of South Minneapolis.

NORDIC MARKETPLACE

THE POWER OF ART • See page 8

Entertainment
Police Hourse & Dog Patrols
Fire Truck

As the Crow Flies

INGEBRETSEN’S

AWE OF ART

(L to R) Clyde Bellecourt, Diane Gorney, and Denis Schwok
by one of the two Tipis at Foire de Tours, France, May 1st to
May 15th. See the whole story on pages 6 & 7 prefaced by 5
pages in The Alley Newspaper May 2017 at alleynews.org.

THANK YOU!

*Contact us if you would like to consider becoming a Paid Page Contributor or Advertiser.

and Nevy Nhep’s restaurant on page 11

Fun & Kids Games
Music by – Local tallent

December
Urban Farm Buffer? Pg 3

Please join in saying Thank YOU to all of them!

Read Peter Molenaar’s story on the closure of Sophal

Purchase Fabulous Food
Fantastic Resource Tables

Bring folding chairs or blankets & enjoy the entertainment.
Come hungry and feast on the fabulous food

AND our regular, monthly advertisers featured below.

AUTUMN IN OUR HEARTS

BY LAURA WATERMAN WITTSTOCK
Before cars, before buildings, before the incessant consumption of
natural resources, there was another population that went through the
seasons, adjusted to disasters, fell in battle, and buried their dead.
In less than 100 years, European settlers managed to wipe out over
90% of the old growth forest in what is now Minnesota. Before the
arrival of the French and the Ojibwe, the river along what is now St.
Paul, bustled with the canoe and watercraft traffic of the Dakota people
and their Hidatsa allies. The canoes, heavy with rice and other grains,
headed down the river to what is now St. Louis where a huge trading
center was supported by the exchange of goods and services of many
tribes. They came back with medicines, new foods, and robes for the
winter to add to what they already tanned.
It was labor intensive and women were at the forefront of the trading.
The men hunted and defended the villages of the people. In 1834 the
missionaries Samuel W. and Gideon H. Pond with Stephen R. Riggers
and Thomas S. Williamson put together a Christian version of written
Dakota. The resulting dictionary, still in print, has such words as pickle,
picnic, pictorial, picture frame, and physics. This was far from the
reality of the Dakota people, who came from the stars and understood
every plant and tree, every change of season, and every animal in their
territory. The printed words stunted their knowledge generation after
generation until it seemed they might disappear.
But they did not disappear. The Dakota language, rich and full of
meaning and nuance, moved beyond the curtain of English that was
papered everywhere in writing and talk. If you know the Dakota language, you can walk through that English curtain at will and leave it all
behind. You understand how important autumn is – not just a time to
think about buying a sweater.
The timing of the leaves that turn to color – bronze, yellow, orange,
red – signal when they choke off the flow of nutrients to their leaves
whether winter will be early or late. It is interesting to look at trees, to
understand one kind from another and to know the uses of the trees.
Sugar maples that once filled the hardwood forests are now seen in tiny
stands. The Dakota people made maple products for energy-rich food
that could be consumed the whole year.
But now, the leaves tell their story. Now, little children walk from
their Dakota class in the Phillips Neighborhood with their teacher to
a nearby garden. He points out the various plants and trees along the

Sunday, June 25th
2017 from
1:00 PM to 5:00 PM

There would be NO Alley Newspaper without our
regular *PAID (full or partial) PAGE CONTRIBUTORS:
Sophal and Nevy Nhep greeted scores of past customers and served “one last meal” to long time customers like
these two women in front of their new Food Service truck
replacing their Best Steaks and Gyros business at Chicago
Crossings (Franklin Avenue/Chicago Avenue Intersection).

in

East Phillips Park

2307 17th Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55404

Minneapolis Park and Recreation

A FREE Event Celebrating the Spirit of our Community, family friendly, and open to the public; rain or shine..
Be sure to bring your own lawn chair or blanket for seating. No Alcohol, No Drugs, No Fire Arms permitted.

October

Barricades: Up & Down pg 6

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Trump so far
see page 9

Bastardy pg 3

Mt. Olive Geo/Solar pg 7

American Indian Month begins with a Parade along the American
Indian Cultural Corridor blocks of East Franklin Avenue and continues
with Open Houses, Pow Wows, Fairs, and other special events by the
many American Indian organizations here in the Phillips Community

Media Contacts:
Norma Renville
AIM Interpretive Center
(612) 886-2107
info@aim-ic.com

addressing climate justice with faith
communities, and a Bangladeshi Indian
Restaurant. More on pg 9

A Letter: Keep the Peace

BY LAURA WATERMAN WITTSTOCK
American media and the press developed a habit of looking at the first 100 days of a new president’s administration.
It is a curious habit because most presidents, whether they
serve one or two terms, have one or possibly two great
successes, the exceptions being Washington, Lincoln, and
Franklin D. Roosevelt and arguably one or two others.
This rarity of greatness is partly attributable to a slow and
inconsistent growth of the country’s development of policies and laws.
The administrative head of the country is expected to be
a level-headed person having good diplomatic skills and
an ability to keep the country out of hot wars while steering a steady course of economic growth and keeping the
courts and Congress in check. Since Franklin Roosevelt,
the country has come to expect more in services from its
federal government, a new line from which there has been
no retreat. Conservatives want less, liberals want more, but
there has been no overall retreat from Social Security, the
construction and maintenance of interstate highways, and
now a creep toward national health care with the inclusion
of Medicare, Medicaid, and the Affordable Care Act.
There has always been a social arc, bending the country
more toward guarantees of education, health, and welfare
along with a governmental tug toward “freedoms” that
limit controls on individual lives. A big one of these is
private gun ownership. The Second Amendment was once
understood to be a Constitutional right of states to have
militias for common protection, but it has been reinterpreted to mean an individual’s right to “bear arms.” The result
has been an uncommonly large number of Americans who
are shot or murdered every year.
The checks and balances among the administrative
activities of presidents with the legislative actions of the
Congress and the judicial decisions of the courts have
produced some unusual circumstances and outcomes in the
current era where hot wars mingle with cold war remnants
and the courts have determined that corporations are individuals in this country. This last determination has skewed
the national election process, cloaking it in a fogginess
of mass election spending where of all things that should
be transparent, the process of choosing our next president
became awash in secret cash outlays.
Like a pendulum out of sync, our national election
process has lurched toward greater and greater spending
while giving the public less satisfaction with the results.
National political conventions no longer select candidates.
Moneyed candidates select themselves as nominees and
use the primary system to win votes and delegates so that
the national conventions of the two major political parties
become merely endorsement exercises and not a nomination process. And it has not been since the 1960s. Because
caucuses and primaries have become the way either party
selects the candidates, national conventions have become
lavish stages for videos, music, spectacle, and fiery speeches. Trump himself took the convention stage through a fog
of theater smoke.
All of this, plus the distribution of electoral college

Harvey Winje.

Patrick Cabello Hansell

Patrick Cabello Hansell

BY PATRICK CABELLO HANSEL
I am writing
this on the day that
President Trump
unveiled his proposed
budget,
the farthest thing
from a “peace
budget” that I can
remember. It proposes a 10% boost
in military spending, even though
the U.S. spends
more than the next
8 countries combined, and has been involved in more wars
since World War II. (And let us ask ourselves as a people,
why is every country that we have invaded since WW II
been much smaller and poorer than ourselves.) It drastically
cuts those things that make for peace: the arts, climate science, foreign aid—even Meals on Wheels. It seems we are
regressing further and further away from real peace.
But I am also writing this while listening to Mahalia
Jackson. She sings to me: “It is well; it is well with my
soul.” It’s not a call of resignation, but a call of faith and
hope in the midst of struggle. And we so need that today.
Peace is not just the absence of war or violence, but the
creation of a society where all enjoy the fruits of the earth;
where all have adequate food, water, culture, shelter, security, health care and respect. In Hebrew, the word is Shalom;
in Arabic, Salaam. But it means the same thing: a healed
world that provides wholeness.
Peace is also walking in that vision of wholeness. I admit
it has been challenging for me to maintain a peaceful heart
since the past election season. Such hostility—towards
immigrants, the poor, refugees, women, LGBT people,
Latinos, and so many more. Rhetoric, from all sides, that
doesn’t even pretend to care about reconciliation. And now,
concrete actions that threaten the fabric of Phillips, our
nation and our planet.
At St. Paul’s Lutheran, we have renewed our commitment to living in peace as we help create peace. Starting this
spring, we will be building a Peace Garden on the south side
of the building, which is something of a mini-climate. We
invite you to share your thoughts on what you would like
to see: art, fruit trees, places for rest and reflection, herb
or vegetable gardens or other ideas. You can e-mail us at
stpaulscreate@gmail.com or come to two community input
sessions: April 26 @ 7 pm and May 10 @ 7 pm. There will
be healthy treats at both events.
And we invite you to join with us at our annual Palm
Sunday Procession for Peace, Sunday April 9 at 12 noon.
We start at St. Paul’s, 2742 15th Ave S. and process through
the community, stopping to pray at various sites: for our
children, the earth, immigrants, for safety and workers and
families. Lunch afterward.
Maybe peace is impossible. But it is not unthinkable.
And it surely is worth working for and living for.
“Peace if possible, Justice at any rate”….Wendell Phillips

The Gandhi Mahal Interfaith Garden: is a
Partnership between a Native American
Ministry, Center for Prevention

What We Know
About Trump So Far

Is Peace Even
Possible?

• LOCKS RE-KEYED
• 5 GALLON PAINT
• EXCELLENT PRICES
• RUG DOCTOR RENTAL

Thank you

42
Years of
advertising!

• EXPERT WINDOW/SCREEN REPAIR
• TRAILERS FOR RENT–
OPEN AND ONE ENCLOSED

2201 East Franklin
2438 Bloomington

612-332-4393
612-729-3526

Now Enrolling Grades 9-12
Health & Wellness Focus

Indian Education Program

Work Based Learning

Credit Recovery

Special Education Program

Social Work Department

Small Class Sizes

PSEO & Scholarships

MetroTransit Go-To Card

(612) 294-1016 www.afa.tc info@afa.tc
2504 Columbus Avenue Minneapolis, MN 55404

Lifting my gaze from twilight pavement
and shadowed porches. I’m not sure when
it happened. I suddenly saw them,
crows, hundreds, maybe thousands in the
burntorange dusk, surrounding us in all
directions, clustered crows enough to re-leaf
the bare trees, great black choir-lofts of crows,
their dark notes strung on staves of the sky.

Overhead, too, crows everywhere, flapping
through the lurid, smudged air like ash from
some
vast burning which perhaps was after all
simply the crows¹ Christmas, their excitable
cawing and clacking a kind of caroling
above our earthbound song, urging us out
from our less visible darkness to recognize
also those angels of the nearer heavens.

Thomas R. Smith is a poet, essayist, editor, and teacher living in River Falls, Wisconsin. He teaches poetry at the Loft Literary Center in Minneapolis. His new and selected prose poems, Windy Day at
Kabekona, will be out from White Pine Press in 2018. He is also working on a prose book about writing the nature poem in a time of pipelines, fracking, and climate change.

Nowa Cumig: Dennis “As the Crow Flies”
Banks 1937-2017
and the Phillips
Community

BY
LAURA
WATERMAN
WITTSTOCK
A tribute to a life welllived should not start with
a quarrel with the New York
Times, but this instance is
an exception. On October
30th the New York Times
called the Ojibwe patriot
a militant as he had been
labeled so many times
before during his lifetime.
The newspaper, in its
apparent omniscient wisdom said he “achieved few
real improvements in the
daily lives of Native Americans, who live on reservations
and in major cities and lag behind most fellow citizens
in jobs, housing and education.” The article went on to
describe the 1973 police encounter in Custer, SD. Later
demonstrations in 1999 led by Tom Poor Bear in nearby
White Clay, NE led to discontinuation of alcohol sales, having a major effect on the nearby Pine Ridge Reservation.
The area had the highest per capita alcohol sales in the US.
To be sure, “D.J.” as he was known to many, exhibited
real anger and frustration at the conditions Indian people
were forced to endure, both historically and in contemporary times. The patriots of the American Revolution
are celebrated today, even though they broke through the
boundaries of other sovereign people, burned food supplies, killed women and children in order to starve out the
military capabilities and prevent a presumed reinforcement
of King George’s military. Was that a case of being militant? Very likely, but these men fighting for independence
were called patriots.
Those like Dennis Banks were not fighting for independence – they fought for the equality that was called for in
the treaties made with the United States. They fought for
sovereignty, yes – and they broke a few windows in the
process.
The article compares Banks’ admirers and critics, says
admirers liked his physical features, while critics thought
of him as a “self-promoter, grabbing headlines and becoming a darling of politically liberal Hollywood stars… Then
in a flare of dime-store paperback writing, the article says
that “[in] 1973, after a white man killed an Indian in a
saloon brawl and was charged not with murder but with
involuntary manslaughter, Mr. Banks led 200 American
Indian Movement protesters in a face-off with the police in
Custer, S.D. It became a riot when the slain man’s mother

BY HARVEY WINJE
In Native American folklore, the intelligence of crows
is usually portrayed as the most important characteristic of
crows. Seeing a crow was and is still considered good luck
by many Native American tribes.
“As the crow flies” refers to the shortest distance
between two points because the common belief is that
crows fly a straight course. Actually, crows are excellent
flyers that do not usually fly in a straight line but zigzag
and perform aerial acrobatics seemingly for the joy of it.
Crows can often be seen circling above their nests on a
winter’s afternoon. Scientists say crows, like humans, pay
close attention to people’s faces and are able to remember
threatening or caring faces and react to them differently.
Words and phrases may be misused, be inaccurate or
concepts can be oversimplified. The same thing can occur
when using a single story to describe a person, culture,
or community. Phillips Community and its people are
often labeled and defined by a single occurrence or story,
observed or reported by people outside of the community.
The Alley Newspaper instead tries to lift up the many,
many stories and illuminate the history of the people of
this geographic area with the goal of inspiring resilience.
Come and learn one or two more fascinating facts of our
community’s vibrant history on Wednesday, December
13, 5-8 pm at the American Swedish Institute’s Annual
Neighborhood Open House.

Frances Fairbanks
1929 – 2017
BY LAURA WATERMAN WITTSTOCK
An all-night beginning of the mahjon for
Frances Fairbanks took
place on November 8th at
the Minneapolis American
Indian Center. This was a
place she knew intimately,
because she worked there
for nearly all of the Center’s
43-year history. She was one
of a kind, having worked her
way up through the operational and leadership ladder
through talent, resolve, and
a deep understanding of the community she served.
She was a member of the Red Lake Nation and often spoke
of her life there. When giving advice to others she would talk
about her young life at Red Lake and she would relate the
advice her father would give her from time to time. She found
this advice useful, not just in its content, but also in that it was
something to be remembered, considered, and applied to different situations from time to time.
She was unique in two ways: she was a natural leader who
had little formal training but who used well what she had
learned at Red Lake; and she knew how to interact with other
leaders to promote the overall American Indian community.
This is an area where she compares with many of the men in
Indian leadership. In her work, however, she chose not to go
to other parts of the country: she wanted to change local conditions for Indian people in Minneapolis. She positioned the
Indian Center to do its best work in the areas of job training;
middle school education; adult education; and community
discussion. She brought people together to work on issues
– some the most sensitive at the time – such as perceived
homophobia. Margaret Peake-Raymond led a discussion
that cracked open the silence on homophobia and Frances
supported this major moment of recognition for Two-Spirit
people whose talents and presence were under pressure and
being ridiculed. This is just one of her outstanding moments
as a community leader. There were dozens of issues where
convening at the Indian Center gave them more light and
more understanding.
The Center shone with an art gallery, the thrill of basketball
games and pow wows, the solemnity of feasts and mahjons
for those who died and whose families wanted the services
to be at the Indian Center. A corner store full of beadwork,
beads, and many other Indian cultural and art items filled out
one area and a restaurant filled out another.

is Bound for the Future
Dennis Banks see page 2

d-Copy Volumes at Franklin Library and Downtown-Central Library and digitally at
nty Library. 2008 to current issues are in process.

Frances Fairbanks see page 2
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“Perseverance in almost any plan is better than fickleness and fluctuation. (Alexander Hamilton, July 1792)”
– Ron Chernow, Alexander Hamilton

The Alley Newspaper • January 2018

The Alley Newspaper • January 2018

“The American Revolution was to succeed because it was undertaken by skeptical men who knew that the same passions that toppled tyrannies could be applied to destructive ends.”
– Ron Chernow, Alexander Hamilton
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…is Advocating on Issue …is Building Healthy
Community …is Connecting Neighbors
…is Lifting Every Voice

A PLEA FOR HELP!

Opposite this page is The Alley Newspaper Front Page of December 1978/
January 1979. It was “A Plea for Help.” Help did appear as it has for several
evolutions of this community-owned and governed newspaper.

Neighbors took the task before them and produced
473 issues of The Alley Newspaper in 42 Years
Editors
Gary Cox, Luke
Longstreet Sullivan,
Art Greenough,
Michael Saenz, Vernon
Wetternach, Pat Kaluza,
Bob Waligora, Steve
Compton, Winton Pitcoff,
Shannon Armitage, Karl
Larson, Dave Dix, Bosede
Adediran, Jonathan
Miller, Harvey Winje
Managing Editors
Dean Seal, Michael Saenz,
Vernon Wetternach, Pat
Kaluza, Shirley Heyer,
Dan Nordley, Corine
Shindelar, Bosede
Adediran
Associate and
Contributing Editors
Dean Seal, Michael
Saenz, Art Greenough,
Steve Parker, Vernon
Wetternach, Paula
Williamson, Chris Perl,
Pat Kaluza, Va Vue, Diane
Beaver, Bob Cooper, Beth
Blanks, Wizard Marks,
Claudia Slovacek, Barb
Nelson, Lois Parker, Pam
Marshall, Lynne Cason,
Susan Gust, Robert
Albee, Brad Pass, Sunny
Sevigny
Graphics Editors
Steve Compton, Paula,
Williamson, Winton
Pitcoff, Shannon
Armitage, Karl Larson,
Dave Dix, Bosede
Adediran, Jonathan
Miller, Ruth-Hazel
Mueller, Thaddeus Lesiak,
Dunn & Semington,
Pete Semington, Sunny
Sevigny

During the past two years, we have begun to prepare for changes in
editorship when Harvey Winje would leave that position. Harvey’s departure
as Editor will happen in 2018.
Those discussions and the changes in producing The Alley Newspaper
over the last eighteen years seem to be leading us toward a new
infrastructure that broadens leadership and formalizes the governance of
this community media source. The hope is that the change of the Editor and
Manager function, as has happened many times, doesn’t just prompt filling
that slot with one or two people, but with a team of people that broadens
expertise, spreads out the work requirements, and diversifies the ages, ethnic
and cultural perspectives.

This 2018 Plea for Help will attempt to answer these questions:
•	Will Alley Communications transition into a new legal structure
(such as a co-operative) while broadening the ages and diversity of
contributors and ways of communicating?
•	Will the work of Alley Communications, the nonprofit publisher of
The Alley Newspaper, continue to emerge into new program areas
such as documenting the community’s history, communicating in
new ways, etc.?
•	OR is the community’s decision to bring this 42 history in journalism
and communications to an end with one great big party?

If you would like to be part of a group of people
that addresses these questions or if you simply
have a point of view, please let us know by
EMAILING us at editor@alleynews.org or WRITE
us at P.O. Box 7006 Mpls.,MN 55407
…is Promoting Art & Culture… is Documenting
History… is Facilitating Deliberation
…is Agitating for Change
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I am not a Labor Leader; I do not want you to follow me or anyone else; if you are looking for a Moses to lead you out of this capitalist wilderness, you will stay right where you are. I would not lead you into the promised land if I could, because if I led you in,

“The Shape of Water”
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TA-DA! Saturday Puppet Shows for Kids
The 19th Season of Saturday Morning Matinees for Kids runs from
January 6 - March 10, 2018!

The Shape of Water

“The Shape of Water”(2017)
Fox Searchlight
ooood
Back during the Cold War,
a young mute woman, Eliza
Esposito (Sally Hawkins), lives
in a shabby apartment above the
Orpheum Theater (“The Story of
Ruth and the Mardi Gras” on
the marquee) with in-a-closet,
gay struggling illustrator, Giles
Richard Jenkins in Baltimore,
Maryland, circa 1962. She works
as a cleaning woman in a questionable, secret government facility. She goes about her job in
a perfunctory way and has only
one friend on the job Zelda Fuller
(Octavia Spencer), who looks out
for her.
One thing will change Eliza’s
life forever which she doesn’t see
coming. One day she and Zelda
are told to clean some spilled
blood in the laboratories. Eliza
becomes curious about a tank in
the lab. What they find next is an
amphibian humanoid creature in
the tank. For Eliza, whenever the
chance she gets while at work,
she gets the creature’s trust. The
boss of the secret place is Colonel
Richard Strickland (Michael
Shannon), a sadistic man who
sees the creature simply as an
experiment for the space program
The fact the creature can
breathe in and out of water fascinates Strickland and his cronies. However, the Russians also
have their eyes on the creature,
led by Russian spy, Dr. Robert
Hoffstetler (Michael Stuhbarg)
who has successfully infiltrated
the secret facility.
The next plan by Eliza, Zelda

Howard McQuitter II

Movie Corner

oldschoolmovies.wordpress.com
howardmcquitter68@gmail.com
and aide by Giles is to capture
the creature from the hands of
Strickland and the Russians. If
they are successful, the plan is to
keep the creature from unsavory
use. In the meantime, Eliza falls
for the humanoid, similar what
one sees in “The Beauty and the
Beast” and “King Kong’ and the
creature should remind one another movie classic “The Creature
from the Black Lagoon”(1954).
Director Guillermo del Toro has
dashing cinematography like in
his “Pan’s Labyrinch” (2006) and
“Hellboy”(2004) and HellboyII:
The Golden Army” (2008).
Cast: Sally Hawkins (Eliza
Esposito), Richard Jenkins
(Giles),
Octavia
Spencer
Zelda Fuller), Doug Jones
(Amphibian Creature), Michael
Shannon (Richard Strickland),
Michael Stuhbarg (Dr. Robert
Hoffestetler). Director: Guillermo
del Toro. Running time:123 minutes. Cinematography: Dan
Lausten.

Another colorful, affordable season of live SATURDAY
PUPPET SHOWS FOR KIDS is
coming! Every winter, different
artists perform engaging puppet
shows at 10 a.m. and 12 noon. A
great alternative to screen time,
these performances will delight
kids of all ages! Additionally,
Make ‘n’ Take workshops are
offered at 11 a.m. each Saturday
morning where participants create
a puppet in the theme of the day’s
show.
WHEN: Each winter, January
6 - March 10, 2018!
WHERE: All shows in our
cozy theatre lobby
*Some shows are performed in
Spanish, others are performed in
English. You’ll find children love
puppets regardless of language!
Tickets are $7 suggested
donation ($2 suggested donation
for residents of Powderhorn and
Phillips Neighborhoods).
Puppet Making Workshops
for Kids - in between shows
Come for the show and stay
for the “Make-n-Take” workshop
based on that day’s puppet show
theme. Workshops are a family
activity offered in our classroom
at 11 am each Saturday morning.
$5 Children, $3 Adults
January 6
Lupita Doesn’t Want to Sleep
– created and performed by
Gustavo and Julie Boada
This is a story about a feisty
little girl who always finds a way
to keep playing when it is time to
go to sleep. The show highlights
the joyful moments of parentchild relationships. Performed in
Spanish and English.
January 13
Nalah and the Pink Tiger – created and performed by Anne
Sawyer
Based on a picture book of the
same title by artist, author and
puppeteer, Anne Sawyer. She drew
inspiration for this story from her
lively little niece. She lives so

Nalah and the Pink Tiger – created and performed by Anne Sawyer. .
Photo by Katrina Wollet.

intensely in her imagination that
grown-ups around her view her
as a troublemaker. Things come
to a head when, in addition to
all the exotic animals that Nalah
has “placed” in the house, a pink
tiger “follows” her home from
the zoo and creates havoc. The
story also celebrates the joyful
explosiveness of a child’s imagination. Original soundtrack by
Matt Larson.
January 20
It and Git – Or How Change
Makes the World Go Round –
created and performed by
Theresa Linnihan
Millions and billions of years
ago two cousins floated happily
in a primeval ocean. Floating was
about all they could do because
little IT and little GIT were amoebas. But nothing can float forever.
Volcanos erupt. Oceans shift. And
the cousins must change or perish. Theresa Linnihan presents an
original take on the story of evolution. Performing with a cranky, a
form of primitive animation, and
colorful shadow puppets Theresa
invites the audience to cheer little
IT and GIT along the dangerous
and miraculous path to becoming
human.
January 20
It and Git – Or How Change
Makes the World Go Round –
created and performed by
Theresa Linnihan

Millions and billions of years
ago two cousins floated happily
in a primeval ocean. Floating was
about all they could do because
little IT and little GIT were amoebas. But nothing can float forever.
Volcanos erupt. Oceans shift. And
the cousins must change or perish. Theresa Linnihan presents an
original take on the story of evolution. Performing with a cranky, a
form of primitive animation, and
colorful shadow puppets Theresa
invites the audience to cheer little
IT and GIT along the dangerous
and miraculous path to becoming
human.
January 27 NEW SHOW!!!!!
Gary’s Garden – created and
performed by Seth Eberle
In this production, Gary has
saved some of his seeds from
last year in order to plant his garden. While waiting for the plants
to grow, a sneaky rabbit tries to
avoid detection. He really wants a
nice meal! Will Gary stop the rabbit from getting into his garden?
Gary’s Garden is meant for children ages 2-8 as they learn about
where food comes from and how
plants grow.
In the Heart of the Beast Puppet
and Mask Theatre · 1500 East
Lake Street · Minneapolis, MN
55407 · 612-721-2535 ·

The Phoenix of
Phillips: 4th Edition
will be unveiled
and released
plus the Youth
Photography
Show at the
Midtown Global
Market 920
E.Lake Street on
February 8 from 5
to 7 PM with live
music.
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someone else would lead you out. You must use your heads as well as your hands, and get yourself out of your present condition; as it
is now the capitalists use your heads and your hands. – Eugene V. Debs 1855 – 1926), labor advocate, presidential candidate

Messiah Before Profit
Faithful readers of the Alley will
recall two pages from last month’s
issue, devoted to the conversation
surrounding the fate of Messiah
Lutheran Church. As things stand,
Messiah will be marketed, starting
at the rumored price of $800,000.
Any takers other than the adjacent
corporate interest which intends to
demolish it?
Hey, when inside these historic
sanctuaries, I feel the presence of
my Swedish ancestors. However,
the question is way deeper than
my self-centered concern.
Check it out:
“Messiah Lutheran’s interior
presents… lavish use of wood,
with pointed arches emblematic
of the English Gothic style, carved
wood paneling, and the intricate
stained glass window above and
behind the altar lends the interior
a graceful ambience… perhaps
the most splendid interior architectural feature is the system of
wood hammer beam trusses, each
characterized by a series of sizable vertical members with latheturned bases.”
(Sight-seers should trek to 2501
Columbus Avenue for a glimpse
before its gone.)
Question: Would you slash the
Mona Lisa’s face?
Yet, the good pastor, who would
sell our heritage, has invoked
words from the prophet Isaiah:
“Do not remember the former
things, nor consider things of old.
Behold I am about to do something new.”
Oh irony… Isaiah’s words, progressive in their day, are now
some 2,900 years old. More relevant would be V. Lenin’s advice
to the modern world. I paraphrase:
Even as we promote in the
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SPIRIT WOUNDS: Passion for Justice
and Beauty
LA POSADA

Peter Molenaar

Raise Your Voice
cultural sphere that which liberates humanity, we must preserve
from the past all which continues
to enrich us.
Curiously, “Isaiah” is now the
name-sake of a splendid coalition of churches. Our contemporary Isaiah intends to confront and
diminish the power of Corporate
America, in the spirt of an activist-rebel named Jesus.
So it seems, in addition to the
old slogan “People Before Profits”
and the more recent “People and
Planet Before Profits,” we might
well add the slogan:
MESSIAH
BEFORE
PROFIT
“A prudent silence will frequently be
taken for wisdom and a sentence or two
cautiously thrown in will sometimes gain
the palm of knowledge, while a man well
informed but indiscreet and unreserved
will not uncommonly talk himself out of
all consideration and weight. (Alexander
Hamilton’s ‘thesis on discretion’ written to
his son James shortly before his fatal duel
with Burr.)”
– Ron Chernow, Alexander Hamilton

BY PATRICK CABELLO HANSEL
We had our annual Posada last
Saturday–the Christmas procession with Mary and Joseph/Maria
and Jose, looking for shelter for
the holy child. We had some really
mean innkeepers turn us away,
which was great!
I’m looking for Posada or shelter from all the craziness of this
past year. The tax cut for the
rich has passed, sacred lands are
going to be sold to mining companies, Dreamers are hung out
to dry, pedophiles are honored,
but don’t say “transgender” or
“science based”. It seems like an
assault a day. But--as they say on
the ads for “miracle” products on
late-night TV”there’s more!”
That “more” may indeed be
more assaults on the poor, the
earth, those who are seen as
“other”. But on this eve of the
Solstice, I hold my hands out,

not only asking for shelter, but
offering it. Mary gave the fetus
that became Jesus (yes, Virginia,
that’s how it happened) posada in
her womb. She gave him breasts
aching with milk. She became the
house for God, the house for hope.
I wrote this blog post on the
Posada for our denomination’s
worship blog:
http://blogs.elca.org/
worship/?p=925

And I ask, what indeed, if we
were all Posada for hope, for justice, for healing. Be Justice. Be
Beauty. Be Shelter.

3440 BLOOMINGTON AVE.
POWDERHORN PARK
MINNEAPOLIS
M-F 6:30-6
SAT 7-5 • SUN 7:30-5
729-5627

Organic &
Fair Trade Coffee
FREE Wireless Internet
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“Who lives, who dies, who tells your story?”
– “Hamilton” by Lin-Manuel Miranda, author, composer, lyricist

Touring Exhibit by Alley Communications
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DID YOU KNOW?

For the 2017 Neighborhood Open House event at the American Swedish Institute, The Alley Newspaper put together what we think might be the beginning of an ongoing “DID YOU
KNOW exhibit” that illustrates some of the incredible facts that form the 150 years of history of the Phillips Community, in particular. We believe that all of us, those of us who live
here and those who may be visiting our community for the first time, need to understand the vibrancy and diversity that has been our strong history for all these years.
Folks living outside of our area often talk about our community in ways that represent only the more negative or discouraging activities. Instead, if we use our own voices, images
and stories and lift up many of the very amazing facts and real parts of our history, we can dispel the narratives and at the very least, resist the harm those stories can do to us individually and collectively.  It is a fact that learning about and lifting up this incredible history can contribute to our overall health through social cohesion and connection to each other and
to history of this geographic area. We estimate that at least 300 people toured our exhibit on Wednesday, December 13th at ASI.
Here are three of the Did You Know exhibit posters:

DID YOU KNOW ?

The Phillips
Community has been
the home to several
newspaper publishers
or newspapers?
1. The Svenska
Amerikanska
Posten Newspaper
was purchased and
made successful by
Christiana and Swan
Turnblad who built
the castle that is
now The American
Swedish Institute
and 2615 Park
Avenue.
2. The Minneapolis
Journal began
in 1878 and was
owned by Herschel
V. Jones from 1908
to 1928 and resided
at 2501 Park Avenue.

3. John Cowles, Jr.
family resided at
2318 Park Avenue

until the mid-1980’s
and purchased the
merged Minneapolis
newspapers, The
Star and The
Tribune, and added
the Minneapolis

thus far) buried at the
Cemetery including
Harvey B. Burk, lawyer
and manager of The
Appeal Newspaper.

Home of Cowles Family 2318 Park
Avenue and now Men’s Center

Journal in 1939.
4. The Alley
Newspaper began
in 1976 in the
Almond Tree House
(previously the
Dominican Sisters
Convent) at 2448
18th Avenue South.

DID YOU KNOW ?

The Phillips
Community hosts one
of the most amazing
cemeteries named
Pioneer and Soldiers
Cemetery where:
•B
 lack and White
Civil War soldiers
are buried. There
are 8 known African
American Civil War
Veterans and two
“Buffalo Soldiers”.
• There are African
Americans (identified

Now Enrolling Grades 9-12
Health & Wellness Focus

Indian Education Program

Work Based Learning

Credit Recovery

Special Education Program

Social Work Department

Small Class Sizes

PSEO & Scholarships

MetroTransit Go-To Card

Construction of the Sears building, note horse drawn wagons; now the
Midtown Exchange including Midtown Global Market at 2900 Chicago
Av and 920 E. Lake St.

Allina Health,
the Hospitals
and Clinics
conglomerate that
began in Phillips
and is now a large

Harvey Burk, Lawyer and
Manager of The Appeal
Newspaper buried at Layman’s
Cemetery now owned by City of
Mpls. and renamed Pioneers and
Soldiers Cemetery at Lake Street
and Cedar Av.

DID YOU KNOW ?

The Phillips
Community has been
home to several
hospitals!
1. Lutheran
Deaconess
2. Northwestern
Hospital and
now Abbott
Northwestern
Hospital which
is part of

part of Midtown
Exchange at 2900
Chicago Avenue.
3. Mount Sinai
4. Sister Kenny
5. Children’s Hospitals
MN
6. Shoe Hospital

Join Phillips
Wellness 50+
to learn,
connect, build
our community

Shoe Hospital at 14th and East
Franklin before demolition.

			

WELNA
HARDWARE

Tuesdays - 5:30 to
7:00 PM
Ebenezer Tower, 2523
Portland Avenue
(Ebenezer bus will pick up at Park
Apts. and Loren on Park at 5:10)
January 9
Who Needs a Buddy? We All
Do!
with Sandra Smith
January 16
Life & Death Planning
with Lee Cunningham

(612) 294-1016 www.afa.tc info@afa.tc
2504 Columbus Avenue Minneapolis, MN 55404

• KEYS MADE
• LOCKS RE-KEYED
• 5 GALLON PAINT
• EXCELLENT PRICES

Thank you
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Years of
• RUG DOCTOR RENTAL advertising!
• EXPERT WINDOW/SCREEN REPAIR
 RAILERS FOR RENT–
•T
OPEN AND ONE ENCLOSED

2201 East Franklin 		
2438 Bloomington

612-332-4393
612-729-3526

January 23
Questions & Answers about
Making the Most of Your
Money
with Lee Cunningham
January 30
Bit & Bites: Tasty Tidbits for
Health
with Rachel from The Food
Group
This is for everyone in the
Phillips community.
Hope to see you there!
Questions? Contact Donna
Nordin at
612-741-5180 or
dnordin2@comcast.net

