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Wizard Marks 1943-2018

Wizard Marks, assiduous artisan of
articulation, bestowed a treasure trove
of written wisdom
Wizard Maureen Marks was
born in Cincinnati, Ohio in 1943 to
Elizabeth Ruth Marks Halpin and
Vincent Paul Halpin, and raised
in a WWII federal housing project
called “English Woods.” “It was a
ghetto away from other neighborhoods, a ghetto in the woods,”
Marks said and “because it was
segregated, it was inhabited by hillbillies.”—her people.
Cincinnati is the first major stop
north of the Mason-Dixon Line
along the Dixie Highway, the main
migration route for hillbillies. In
those days, federal projects did not
allow tenants to paint the walls
and no one was to plant flowers or
vegetables. These strictures were
more effective than anything else
in cutting people off from their
pasts, since they had always dug
and planted, harvested and canned
and dried. It made them lonely and
disoriented and made the transition to the city harder and meaner.
Women embroidered putting their
gardens on pillowcases and towels,
hankies and tablecloths, blouses
and baby bonnets. Treasures were
small and portable, skills and feelings and memories were all of a
piece and stitched into the fabric
of life through these formalities
and through genealogies and stories
told while sewing and cooking.
“My mother, known as Esse,
did beautiful embroidery. However,
the women in the family early
observed of me that ‘she handles a
needle like it was a hammer.’ I was
four when I decided to write.”
At English Woods, Marks was
taught to read and write by the
“good Sisters of St. Francis.” Later
she attended Southern Illinois
University where she “studented
for too long and sometimes to no
purpose.”
In Minnesota, Marks helped
organize the first toy-lending library

in the state, and later worked for the
Metropolitan Transit Commission,
and with her “familiar Morgan
le Fey, feline” resided in south
Minneapolis. “There is a big garden,” she said.
Mark’s experience as a bus driver has led to THIS IS NOT A REAL
BUS, a collection of stories by
and about transit workers. Marks
also wrote SPEECHES NOBODY
INVITED ME TO GIVE.

Remembering
Wizard Marks
Words were the symbols of
imagery describing life around
her. Those same adjectives and
phrases convey her eloquence.
BY PAUL WEIR
Wizard Marks was one tough,
ballsy Irish broad. A hard-nosed
Colleen*. Grew up in Cincinnati,
began her college work at (I believe)
the University of Cincinnati, cut
her teeth apprenticing as a stage
manager in New York City, finished her education at St. Kate's.
Was liberal, humane, salty, sentimental, and rude. Her daddy was
a race track tout who sold "mary
jane" (as she called it) out of his
back pocket, and died as he had
lived, a penniless mythomane**. He
was perhaps the only man she ever
loved unconditionally. She came
to her lesbian identity somewhat
late in life, but she didn't tiptoe
out of the closet; she issued forth
like a one woman brass band. She
abandoned her Catholicism early
on, and professed no formal creed
thereafter; but she always retained
a Catholic scrupulosity of conscience. Her guilts were manifold,
keenly felt, but not very serious.
She flaunted her skepticism, yet
retained the innocent's capacity for
wonder at the waywardness of others, which meant in practical terms

HARVEY WINJE

Wizard Marks’ Alley
writings are “Bound for
the Future” at Libraries
Wizards Marks left indelible
marks (pun intended) with
superb articles and extensive
investigative reports for The
Alley from mid 1980s to 1990s.
Her excellent work is now
bound within reprinted Alley
Newspapers in hard-cover volumes at the Hennepin County
Franklin Community Library
and the Hennepin County
Minneapolis Library.

that she was an incurable gossip.
She reveled in the English tongue,
though her command of it was at
moments insecure. She was fluent
in the language of abuse, which she
directed against friend or foe indifferently, not because she believed
what she said, but because it was so
much fun to say it. She was a slave
to hyperbole, and never, ever let the
truth spoil a witty shot or a good
story. When friends confronted her
with her exaggerations, she always
argued that if they weren't true,
they deserved to be. She was complex, sometimes irresponsible, for
the most part aware of her flaws,
utterly loyal to her friends, and
always and ever a dear heart. Sue
and I will miss her. A lot.
Wizard’s “Office” at Cathy’s
Grade “A”
BY DONNA NESTE
In the 1990s I worked parttime at my sister's breakfast café
“Cathy's Grade A Café (2502
Chicago Ave),” the hang-out for all

Colleen: Irish word for girl **Mythomane: person with a strong or irresistible propensity for fantasizing, lying, or exaggerating.

*

Wizard Marks 1943-2018 Continued on page 2

History’s woven web: “Newspapers are the first rough DRAFT of history.”

Confluence of people, stories, organizations, and betrayal
BY HARVEY WINJE
Cathy’s Grade ‘A’ Café, mentioned in Donna Neste’s tribute to
Wizard Marks, was a storefront in a
corner building at 25th and Chicago
Avenue designed by Alexander,
Fraser, Rose—Architect and
built by Simonson Construction
Company for Dr. Olaf A. Olson
who lived on the same block in a
beautiful house on a double lot with
a small orchard and garden at 2516
Chicago Avenue. Project for Pride
in Living bought the house for an
office, tool library, and headquarters in the late 1970s during which
time an Alley Newspaper Office
was there while Luke Longstreet

Sullivan, a Vista Volunteer, was
Editor of 7 issues from May to
December 1977. PPL sold the
double lot and house with three
garages and at least two other lots
and houses to a developer amassing
all of the properties on the block
to sell surreptitiously to Children’s
Hospital because it violated a
Covenant between the hospital and
the Community.
Within the 96' x 60' 1925 corner storefronts building was a
National Tea Grocery Store, small
dry cleaner’s shop, Supplee’s
Pharmacy (note: pharmacies also at
27th and Chicago and Chicago and

Franklin), Ben’s Barber Shop, and
Speed’s Dairy store.
Alley Editor, Harvey Winje,
had his first paid job besides snow
shoveling as an 11 year old in 1951
at the Chicago Avenue Eat Shop
that replaced the pharmacy counter
with a short-order counter after
Supplee Pharmacy closed. Susan
Gust, Harvey’s partner and wife,
worked there when it was Rollie’s
Café in 1973.
The storefronts changed in subsequent years until a fire destroyed
the building following the devastation of the remainder of the block
that was demolished by Children’s
Hospitals followed by the demolition of Messiah Church in August
of 2018 (see front page this issue).

By early afternoon August 21, 2018 only the Messiah Church Balcony,
main entrance with Bell Tower, and office portion of this 101 year old
Community and Architectural Historic building remains adjacent to
the Clinics and 700 car parking ramp already built on Block 5 Chicago/
Columbus E. 25th and 26th Streets where Children’s Hospital previously
demolished the entire block contrary to legal and ethical binding
Covenant with the Phillips Community and neighbors.

Children’s Hospital completes demolition of
Block 5 and community's TRUST

Historic Messiah Church
demolished!
BY HARVEY WINJE
Children’s Minnesota spent over
1 million dollars to buy and demolish (during the last two weeks of
August 2018) the last structure
on Block 5 between Chicago and
Columbus Avenues and East 25th
Street and East 26th Streets.
Children’s Minnesota at its
Minneapolis location violated the
Covenant they and other hospitals have had with the Phillips
Community for decades when they
purchased and now totally demolished two churches, one gasoline/
repair station and 28 homes. This
loss of housing is a travesty when so
many are unstably housed and the
city explains that we must quickly
add more availability of housing
stock before 2040! It is also a travesty to lose the history and beauty
of historic landmark religious sanctuaries that harbor memories of
thousands of residents. It was purposeful that the thousands of hours
of conversations and negotiations
between residents and hospital
executives marked Block 5 of the
12 Block Covenant to remain residential along with the two churches
that stood there.
Children’s Hospital did not perform this destruction on their own;
two other institutions, Messiah
Church Congregation and Project for
Pride in Living were complicit in this
surreptitious devastation of Block 5,

its ensuing insult to residents, and
of the trouncing of the trust built
between residents and institutions
by their selling a total of six parcels
of land and buildings to the hospital
instead of honoring the Covenant.
Their financial interests and greed
“trumped” legal and ethical responsibility to the broader Community.
“Greed in our society certainly
isn't unusual but flagrant
greed must be underscored
lest it becomes acceptable.”

The City of Minneapolis
Historic Preservation Commission
unanimously recommended limited Historic Status for the Messiah
Sanctuary, one of three remaining
churches in their original condition designed by Harry Wild Jones
(including the chapel at Lakewood
Cemetery). A Mpls. City Council
Committee voted unanimously to not
honor the structure and this historical
status and the full City Council voted
12 to 1 to not grant the Preservation
Status apparently without reading
or at least not comprehending the
merits as presented in an exceptional
report. The analysis provided to them
included the attached recommendations of many noted historic experts
of buildings, architecture, and community significance.

Houses and churches
demolished! But loss of
trust is the larger tragedy!
BY HARVEY WINJE
A personal note of transparency:
1953: At age 13, I was taught
to trust leaders by Reverend Dr.
Leonard Kendall, Messiah Church
Pastor, in the Catechism class in the
basement of that same church. He
strictly taught that when in class or
in the Sanctuary facing the leader at
Loss of trust Continued on page 2

the front, we were never to glance
back or worry about any noise or
activity behind us because our trust
must be in the leader at the front
who will always have our backs!
It is uncertain whether that advice
came from his U.S. Marine Corp
training or Biblical study. In either
case, he was wrong. Subsequent
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“Courage is not the absence of fear, but the capacity to act despite our fears.”
– John McCain, August 29, 1936 – August 25, 2018
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What’s Up at the Franklin
Community Library
1314 E. Franklin Avenue | 612- 543-6925 | www.hclib.org
M, F, Sa: 9am–5pm • T, W, Th: 9am –8pm • Su: 12-5pm

Donations: needed, welcome,
and Tax Deductible.

BY ERIN THOMASSON
ALL AGES
Henna Workshop
Sunday, Sept. 30, 1-3 pm
Discover the history and science of
henna through paste-making and
cone-rolling demonstrations led
by artist Amy Leinen. Then, using
tips and tricks, apply henna yourself. Materials provided. Funded
by Minnesota's Arts and Cultural
Heritage Fund.

Volunteers of this issue
but not limited to:
Thor Adam, Robert Albee,
BackYard Initiative,
Roberta Barnes, Steve Dwyer, EPIC,
Susan Gust, Linnea Hadaway,
HC Franklin Library & Staff,
Sue Hunter Weir, Rose Lobley,
Howard McQuitter II, MPNIA,
Peter Molenaar, Dave Moore,
Donna Neste, Leon Oman,
Brad Pass, Carol Pass, PWNO,
Sunny Sevigny, Erin Thomasson,
Paul Weir, Timothy Will,
John Charles Wilson,
Crystal Windshitl

TEEN PROGRAMS
Flash Fiction for Teens
Thursday, Sept. 20, 5-6:30 pm
Grades 8-12. Registration
Required. Short short stories,
often limited to a single page,
have become very popular and are
a great way to hone your skills
for setting a scene, describing a
character and hooking readers.
Collaborator: The Loft Literary
Center. Funded by Minnesota's
Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund.

Alley Communications,
a 501C-3, Not-for-Profit Corp.
publishes The Alley Newspaper
and other media.
“When the great newspapers
don’t say much, see what the
little independent ones say.”
– Wendell Phillips (1811-1884)

Delivery: To every Phillips
house by Matson Delivery;
to 170 businesses, places of
worship, institutions in Phillips
and adjacent neighborhoods
by Peter Molenaar
Board of Directors:
Cathy Strobel-Ayres, Pres.;
Sue Hunter Weir;
Leon Oman, Treas.
Monthly Board: 6:30 pm 3rd Wed.
Call for Location.
Correspondence to Alley
Communications and/or its Ed.
become the property of AC, Inc.
dba The Alley Newspaper and
may be published.
Editors: Sr. Harvey Winje;
Web & Hard Copy Graphics:
Melissa Schmitt, Schmitt Creative;
Robert Albee, VV News pg 5;
Brad Pass, EPIC News pg 4;
Sunny Sevigny, MPNIA News pg 4,
Alley Update pg 6;
Susan Ann Gust, BYI pg 8
ads@alleynews.org
612-990-4022
“Let me make the newspaper and
I care not who makes the religion
and the laws.” – Wendell Phillips

October Deadline
September 15th

3440 BLOOMINGTON AVE.
POWDERHORN PARK
MINNEAPOLIS
M-F 6:30-6
SAT 7-5 • SUN 7:30-5
729-5627

Organic &
Fair Trade Coffee
FREE Wireless Internet

ADULT PROGRAMS
Financial Literacy for the Rest
of Us: You Are Not a Loan
Friday, Sept. 14, 3-4:30 pm
Workshop 1 with Cassie Thornton
and Max Haiven in a series building community and hope through
a discussion of debt, wealth and
value. Over the past 50 years,
more people have come to rely on
debt just to cover basic expenses.
Who benefits from this system,
and who pays? Look at the larger

picture of our financial system
through interactive lecture, group
problem solving, games and
films and see how we can work
together to overcome the isolating and depressing power of debt.
Collaborator: ReImagining Value
Action Lab (RiVAL).
Club Book with Abdi Nor Iftin
Monday, Sept. 17, 7- 8 pm at
Augsburg University’s Foss
Lobeck Miles Center (623 22nd
Ave. S., Mpls 55454)
Somali expat Abdi Nor Iftin's
debut memoir, “Call Me
American,” is one of the most
anticipated and timely releases
of 2018. The author's long and
harrowing journey to America,
as part of the U.S. Government's
embattled Diversity Visa program,
came to the attention of audiences around the world through a
viral BBC Radio mini-series and
NPR's podcast This American
Life. Collaborators: Augsburg
University, MELSA (Metropolitan
Library Service Agency). Funded
by Minnesota's Arts and Cultural
Heritage Fund.
Franklin Learning Center
612-543-6934 or flc@hclib.org
Free, one-to-one tutoring for adults
learning English & math, preparing
for the GED & citizenship exams,
& gaining life skills. Community
volunteers welcome! We provide
training & materials.

Lost trust From page 1

Trust betrayed
leadership betrayed trust. The
leader cannot always be trusted!
1973: Twenty years later,
Messiah Church Pastor Rev. Peter
Erickson stood in the Sanctuary
strictly advocating that the Messiah
Congregation, Minnesota Lutheran
Church in America (MNLCA) and
the national LCA deny a funding
request from the American Indian
Movement (AIM) because of how
they would use the money. AIM,
founded in Minneapolis (1968) to
improve Native American housing, education, employment, and
the restoration of civil rights and
cultural traditions previously
granted in Treaties with the U.S.
Government, advocated for Treaty
Rights in all states and especially
in Wounded Knee, South Dakota
in 1973. Erickson impugned and
demeaned AIM members, leadership, and motives. Erickson continued the betrayal of the trust
that made the Treaties possible

and validated the breaking of the
Treaties by the U.S. The leader
cannot always be trusted!
2018: Today, Messiah Church
Sanctuary has been demolished
and that basement is packed full
of the debris of the tumbled walls
and flooring of the Sanctuary as
the whole building is crushed so
that it’s proper entropy—“Earth
to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to
dust,”—can be fulfilled. The “leaders at the front” have betrayed the
Community. The trust that was
slowly built during thousands of
hours of struggle between neighbors and institutions has bitten
the dust and it doesn’t taste good.
When will trust ever be restored?
Will it be restored at all?
Perhaps the demolition of
Messiah Church is a fitting symbol
of trust demolished; because of
losing a block of housing, a historic church building, a betrayed
covenant, and, more importantly,
of trust lost in keeping promises
of civil rights to the indigenous
people of this land.

Wizard Marks 1943-2018 From page 1

Wizard Mark's “Grade A ‘Office’
Hours 9-11 am”
the neighborhood movers and shakers. Every morning Wizard held
court there. She came in around
nine o'clock and had breakfast. She
then sat there for two hours and
drank two or three pots of coffee. One might think that she was

doing nothing, but that was not the
case. In the age before cell phones,
every community leader, politician,
or agency person seeking her favor,
help or advice knew where to find
Wizard at that time of day.

Phillips West Neighborhood
Events: www.phillipswest.info
BY CRYSTAL WINDSCHITL
Thursday, September 6th, 6-7 pm
Phillips West Monthly
Community Meeting!
Join your neighbors and other

Metro Transit

Bus driver
shortage
causes
service cuts
By JOHN CHARLES WILSON
The 18 August 2018 schedule
change at Metro Transit is more
complicated than usual because
there was an emergency 1% service
cut made on 31 July. Unfortunately,
service cuts are nothing new to
public transit. However, this last
one was made for an unprecedented
reason: a shortage of bus drivers.
Usually, service cuts happen due
to lack of funding, but now Metro
Transit has been so short of drivers
that several scheduled bus trips a
day, usually at rush hour, just simply didn’t run because there was
no driver!
A formal service cut was declared,
in order to create a schedule where
every expected bus would show up
as it should. With the August schedule change, some of the deleted trips
have been restored; this was apparently made possible by cancelling
some underused school trips, especially in the mornings.
In addition to these systemwide
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Community Partners for updates
from Local City Government &
Minneapolis Police. Meeting
will take place at the Center for
Changing Lives Building in the
Centrum Room (2400 Park
Avenue). Free parking is available in the rear of building off of
Oakland Avenue. Free Jakeeno’s
Pizza Dinner will be provided! If
you would like more information
or would like to get involved in
the neighborhood please contact
Crystal at 612-879-5383 or email
her at pwno2005@yahoo.com
cuts, a few routes in the Phillips
area will be changed:
People who use Route 2 to
access Perkins or the Seward
Co-Op will have an extra block
to walk on their way back, as that
bus will be using 26th Ave. S. both
ways, instead of using 27th coming
south from Riverside.
Route 5’s schedule is being
adjusted to take advantage of
Transit Signal Priority, which is
coming this fall and will give buses
partial control over traffic lights.
Route 11 will have some adjustments related to changes in the
schedule at Washburn High School.
Route 39’s schedule will be
adjusted to reflect actual travel times.
Mall of America Transit Center
Renovations
In other news, renovations that
got a false start at the Mall of
America Transit Center during
the Super Bowl are restarting for
real now.
The new Transit Center will
be allegedly safer because buses
won’t have to cross the light rail
tracks anymore. Personally, I don’t
believe it will really be any safer
because now pedestrians will have
to cross the tracks to enter the Mall.
At the low speeds involved within
the Transit Center, a train and a bus
hitting each other are unlikely to
hurt people on board; however, a
train running into a pedestrian even
at 5 miles per hour can cause injury.
On the other hand, buses won’t be
delayed by security lines anymore as
their entrance will be separate from
that for Mall delivery vehicles.
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“If no one ever took risks, Michelangelo would have painted the Sistine floor.”
– Neil Simon, July 4, 1927 – August 26, 2018
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Louis Borck, aspired for 100 years,
contentment, no worries
Tales from
Pioneers and Soldiers
Memorial Cemetery
By SUE HUNTER WEIR
160th in a Series
Louis Borck wanted only two
things in life—he wanted to be
left alone and he wanted to live
to be 100 years old. The first, he
believed, would help him reach
the second. It didn’t quite work
out that way.
On February 27, 1912, Borck
found himself in court trying to
prove that he did not need a courtappointed guardian. He was born
in Germany in 1833 so he was
about 79 years old when neighbors asked officials in the welfare
department to help him. That’s
when he told the judge that his
only ambition was to live to see
his 100th birthday. After that birthday, he said, “I do not care what
they do with me.” And it was in
the courtroom that he laid out his
rules for a long life:
“That you live by yourself.
Eat only once or twice a day.
Always be contented.
Never worry.”
He pointed out that he owned
nine head of cattle, owned a
40-acre farm, and had five dollars
in cash. Neighbors claimed that
Borck was unable to care for himself and that he was mistreating his
cattle by feeding them only snow
and a handful of hay every day.
Two of the cattle had reportedly
starved to death. Nonetheless, the
judge denied their petition on condition that Borck “take a bath and
improve his living conditions.”
Borck told a reporter that he
needed to live alone because he
feared “falling in with evil associates who might prevent his living
a century.” He believed it even
though his solitary life had not
always served him well in the past.

SKETCH CREDIT: UNIDENTIFIED ARTIST OF
MPLS TRIBUNE, JANUARY 20, 1905.

SKETCH CREDIT: UNIDENTIFIED ARTIST OF
MPLS TRIBUNE, JANUARY 20, 1905.

Louis Borck aspired to a long
-100 year, simple, and worryfree life but didn’t live long
enough to see his 100th birthday, he lived well beyond the
53-year-average life expectancy
for American men. He died on
April 18, 1916, at the age of 81.

Fred Miller, a farmhand who
Borck claimed was the man
who shot him, was indicted for
first-degree assault, convicted
after the jury took only seven
minutes to reach that verdict,
and was sentenced to ten
years in prison.

Borck, unmarried and living
alone on his farm in 1904, was
the subject of rumors that he was a
wealthy man who distrusted banks
and had hidden a great deal of
gold about his farm. On the evening of December 18, 1904, a man
knocked on Borck’s door. When
he opened the door Borck was
shot, struck by a bullet that merely
grazed him over his right eye. He
closed the door long enough to
grab his own muzzle-loading shotgun, opened the door and fired at
his assailant. His gun failed to go
off so he returned to the house to
reload but by the time he got back
outside, the man was gone. Borck’s
neighbors took him in for the night.
The following morning one of his
neighbors walked Borck home
where they ran into Fred Miller,
a farmhand who Borck claimed
was the man who shot him. Borck
held Miller at gunpoint while his
neighbor disarmed him. They then
took Miller to the post office to
turn him in.
Miller was indicted for firstdegree assault and went on trial on
January 17, 1905. Borck testified
against him. A reporter described
Borck as “a character in his way,”
one who “speaks fair English,

but is quaint in his evidence and
causes many a smile to cross the
faces of the people in the room.”
It took the jury only seven minutes to convict Miller who was
sentenced to ten years in prison.
On March 9, 1912, ten days
after Borck’s first welfare evaluation in municipal court, he was
back before the judge. He had
defaulted on the conditions that
the judge had set for him in order
to avoid having a court-appointed
guardian. This time Borck lost his
argument when the judge declared
that Borck was unable to care for
himself and appointed a guardian to manage his affairs. There
is a three and a-half year gap in
Borck’s history from that point
until late fall in 1915.
On November 30, 1915, Borck
was committed to Rochester State
Hospital where he died four months
later from “exhaustion in senile
dementia.” The attending physician noted Borck had suffered from
dementia for several years.
Although Mr. Borck didn’t live
long enough to see his 100th birthday, he lived well beyond the
53-year-average life expectancy
for American men. He died on
April 18, 1916, at the age of 81.

SUSAN ANN GUST

Monday August 27th, 2018 marked Minneapolis Public School’s
first day of school. Every year the South Minneapolis community
welcomes South High students on the first day of school. Here
are some of the neighbors, business owners, community leaders,
religious leaders, artists, nonprofit leaders, South HS alums and
parents who came together to give high fives and smiles to let the
students know that our community cares about them and their
education at 7:30 am that day. This show of support adds the energy of the Community at large to our Community’s future leaders!

Designed and Paid for by East Phillips Improvement Coalition
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“Be your own artist, and always be confident in what you're doing. If you're not going to be confident, you might as well not be doing it.”
– Aretha Franklin, March 25, 1942 – August 16, 2018

The Alley is more than
“just a newspaper.”

The Alley is…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Advocating on Issues
Agitating for Change
Building Health Community
Documenting History
Facilitating Deliberation
Lifting Every Voice
Promoting Art & Culture
Connecting Neighbors

…Alley Communications, the
organization, needs to be what is
grown and sustained so that the
newspaper may continue over
time and stay true to its mission.

Mission Statement
Alley Communications, Inc.
(revised 1999)
“The Mission of Alley Communications will be
to facilitate culture, and creativity in the Phillips
Community through publications, research, public
forums, classes, workshops, artistic presentations,
the Internet, and other means.”

A cat always
lands on its feet...
Come and find out where
The Alley cat will land next.

Save the date!
On Friday,
October 19th
there’s gonna
be a party.

Celebrate with
us as we honor
all that it has been
for 42 years!

Stay tuned!

Location and time
to be announced.

For more info:

Call Harvey 612-990-4022

alleynews.org • September 2018

What Does It Mean To Be
a Community Newspaper?
The first issue of The Alley Newspaper
was produced in January 1976 making
this mighty community newspaper 42
years old. Alley Communications is the
non-profit (501c3) organization whose
mission is to inform and engage members
of our community, to increase community
awareness and to promote community
connections and conversations among
and between its residents, businesses, and
organizations. Neighborhood residents
are the publication’s reporters and writers
telling their stories in their own words. The
Alley is made available free to readers, a
reflection of the commitment to providing
barrier-free access to information and
knowledge.
Unlike traditional media sources that
write articles about our community most
often by folks who do not live here or with
little stake in our wellbeing, The Alley
Newspaper lifts up the many diverse voices
and ways of knowing of the people who
live and work here. We are also able to tell
positive stories of the people who live here
and the systemic influences that pertain
to some of the more negative occurrences
within our community.

The Alley Newspaper
participated in each of
FOUR Neighborhood
Gatherings over the summer:
• EAST PHILLIPS SUMMERFEST
East Phillips

deliver is $.55 per each copy. This means
that if you are reading this article in this
“FREE” newspaper right now, it cost Alley
Communications 55 cents to get it into
your hands! That cost is absorbed entirely
within the budget of the nonprofit The
Alley organization at no cost to the readers,
as has been the commitment since 1975.

We took a survey.
Approximately 130 surveys
were completed.
The overwhelming response was
that The Alley Newspaper needs
to continue in a paper format.

What is the growth potential to once
again increase revenue and increase
coverage and translate that into increased
readership? That answer lies within the
collective wisdom of Phillips Community
stakeholders.
It’s time to reawaken the mission or
cease publication; design a new, affordable
structure or replace ourselves with a new
generation of tireless volunteers; attract
sustainable resources or admit funds do not
exist; set new goals to achieve or celebrate
what will forever be a finite, bound set
of books in the Hennepin County Library
system. There isn’t anything in between for
an endeavor that requires a near full-time
commitment month by month.

• OPEN STREETS EAST LAKE STREET
Midtown Phillips
• NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
Phillips West
• OPEN STREETS EAST FRANKLIN
Ventura Village

At this important time of transition
for the organization, it is essential that
Alley Communications is transparent in
its deliberation about its challenges and
subsequent changes. That is why the
leadership chose to form a Transition
Team of Alley Newspaper writers and
readers to help us think through the
challenges, opportunities and possibilities.
Most importantly, that is why we have
dedicated this entire page to update you,
are readers. Together — readers, writers,
organizational supporters, advertisers,
board members, financial contributors and
other stakeholders —we are what makes a
community newspaper.

Challenges Facing The
“Business” Of Publishing
The Paper
Each month The Alley offers a variety of
articles, some specific to that time, others
that are recurring features. The publishing
goal is to provide stories that are both
vibrant and interesting. In Phillips, there is
no end of news. There is, however, a limit to
available funds and that, in turn, constrains
the amount of space for publication. The
cost of each Newspaper to produce and

The Alley Newspaper
needs community
participation to succeed.
Would you like to donate your
performance skills or some food
for the big event in October?
Have other ideas that
Alley Communications needs
to hear about?
Email Cathy at
cstrobel11@gmail.com

The biggest lesson to date learned by
the Transition Team is that the business
model of the Alley Communications, the
nonprofit organization needs to be grown
and made sustainable. Without a strong and
vibrant organization, there will be NO Alley
Newspaper.

Make a donation
Make a donation of $5 or more
to help provide the time and space
for us to imagine our future!
Send checks to:
Alley Communications,
PO Box 7006,
Minneapolis, MN 55407
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“Knowledge is power. Information is liberating. Education is the premise of progress, in every society, in every family.”
– Kofi Annan, April 8, 1938 – August 18, 2018

Raise Your Voice

Mother
Earth knows
BY PETER MOLENAAR
Editor’s note: This article was
written before the August 14th primary election.
Our Franklin Avenue follows
an old Dakota path to what were
bountiful waters to the near west
of us. Today we take this path
to 2104 Stevens Avenue to find
the headquarters of MN350, an
organization which resists the
forces of climate change. MN350
has worked to establish relations
with the tribal bands further north.
Unity with the peoples whose
bond with water runs deep, is earnestly sought.

Movie Corner
By HOWARD MCQUITTER II
oldschoolmovies.wordpress.com
howardmcquitter68@gmail.com
“BlacKkKlansman”
(2018) Biography/Comedy/Crime
Monkeypaw/Blumhouse
ooooo
Ron Stallworth writes a memoir, “Black Klansman,” the basis
for Spike's provocative new film
“BlacKkKlansman,” a true story,
though it seems fictional in almost
all aspects. Interestingly enough,
one of the producers is Jordan
Peele, director of the terrific horror/
dark comedy “Get Out” (nominated
for Best Picture and Peele becomes
the first African American to win
Original Screenplay).
Unlike Lee's bumbling, disappointing film “Chi-Raq” (2015), this
new film, “BlacKkKlansman,” merges break-out funny and profound
seriousness very well; one of Lee's
better movies. His opening scene is a
clip from “Gone with the Wind” (the
first color film to win Best Picture)
as Scarlett (Vivien Leigh) is walking
through the Confederate wounded
and dead swings into Alec Baldwin,
playing a white supremacist, citing why Blacks are an inferior race
and integration a dangerous move to
destroy the republic instigated by the
Communists.
John David Washington, son of
veteran actor Denzil Washington,
plays Ron Stallworth , the real man
(he's still living) who becomes the
first African American to join the

Colorado Springs police department
in the early 1970s. At first, Ron is
placed in the record room simply
drumming up files for other officers.
Almost immediately a white officer
pokes at him with racist jibes, but he
doesn't take the bait. Chief Bridges
(John Burke) asks Ron to be an
undercover man (this job has proven dangerous, even deadly, when
a black or brown officer can be
mistaken to be the criminal by white
officers) starting off with him doing
something almost impossible—
infiltrating the Colorado Springs Ku
Klux Klan. Is this really happening
or is this the unlucky practical joke?
How can one pull this “caper” off? A
Black man going to a Klan meeting
and being one of the boys? Not in
with this lily-white fraternity.
Ron calls one of the Klan leaders, Walter (Ryan Eggold), mistakenly gives him his real name. Walter
is enthusiastic about the caller he
assumes is white, since Ron puts
on the “white” voice telling Walter
he hates Jews, Italians, Mexicans,
but the Blacks are the worst scum
around. The setup is Flip Zimmerman
(Adam Driver, “Star Wars: The Last
Jedi” [2017], “Midnight Special”
[2016], “Paterson” [2016], “Silence”
[2016], “Inside Llewyn Davis”
[2013], “Lincoln” [2012]), white, is
“Ron” who meets with the Klan; the
real Ron, African American, communicates with Walter only on the
telephone. Flip has a wire on him
at all times while he's in the company of Klan members. One mistake
can be deadly for the undercover
man. And to top it off, the white
(actually Jewish, but he can't reveal
that either) “Ron” gets to meet the
“pope” of the national Ku Klux
Klan, David Duke (Topher Grace).
Yes, if everything goes right much
information will be in government's
hands about the infamous KKK.
But Ron is asked to do another
assignment: go undercover in a
rally put on by the Colorado Black
Student Union with former Black
Panther, Kwame Ture, formerly
known as Stokley Carmichael,

(Corey Hawkins). The Chief thinks
Ture is a rabble-rouser and may be
a danger to the state. While undercover Ron meets the president of
the student union, Patrice Dumas
(Laura Harrier), when a relationship
develops. The two have a warm,
intelligent relationship that's to grow
like Ivan Dixon and Abbey Lincoln
in the lovely African American
romance-drama “Nothing But a
Man” (1964). Whatever happens
between Ron and Patrice may find
a natural course once certain secrets
are ironed out.
What racial tensions centered
around the early 1970s, the black
power movements, the dignity
wearing the Afros, the necessary
militancy an affront to many whites
and some conservative middle-class
blacks, the aftermath of the murders
of Martin Luther King, Malcolm X,
Medgar Evers, and more to epitomize the 400 years of struggle (slavery, Jim Crow, lynchings, red lining, police brutality, whatever ,that's
Lee's point. These beautiful African
Americans, dark-brown, mediumbrown, light-brown, and every
shade in between, trying to forge
ahead for full justice and equality.
What Lee does here so vividly is show parallels between the
infiltration of the KKK in circa
1970 and the alt-white debacle in
Charlottesville, Virginia, last year.
He also shows some clips from
D.W. Griffith's Movie, the 1915
"Birth of a Nation", where blacks
are depicted in the worst manners. To be more contemporary in
another way, he shows our current
President Donald Trump demonstrating racist rhetoric adding to an
already divided country over race.
“BlacKkKlansman” is an important piece of work and it's none other
than Spike Lee at the helm. Cast: John
David Washington (Ron Stallworth),
Adam Driver (Flip Zimmerman),
Corey Hawkins (Kwane Ture),
Laura Harrier (Patrice Dumas),
John Burke (Chief Bridges), Topher
Grace (David Duke). Director: Spike
Lee. Running time: 135 minutes. (R)

Minnesota’s water is under the
threat of Polymet.
Are there politicians who
would endorse a 500-year threat
to our well-being: the threat of
arsenic and mercury contamination of the watershed which feeds
Lake Superior? Under the banner
of “national security” and a handful of “good jobs” lasting a mere
20 years, indeed there are.
Editor’s note: Subsequent to this
writing, Tim Walz and Peggy Flanagan
have won the primary election.
Note: I suggest we redeploy a
major portion of our military monster to the infrastructure required
for a post-fossil-fuel society.

Reminder: Polymet (actually, a
foreign company) intends to pulverize “sulfide rock” in order to extract
copper and nickel. Add water to the
tailings and the resultant sulfuric
acid will further erode a material
meant to contain the poisons for
eternity (Google miningtruth.org/
polymetmining, please).
Who will govern Minnesota
in the period of the Popular
Front?
As a member of MN350’s
candidate screening committee, I
was privileged to again engage
Tim Walz, this time with Peggy
Flanagan (White Earth) at his side.
Tim actually humbled himself by
deferring to Peggy on the pertinent issues. Ultimately, MN350
endorsed Erin and Erin, fine candidates who need our help on the
Polymet question. Lori Swanson
is a strong person who has done
good work but appears as a less
forthright opponent of Trumpism.
But, how old is our country?
Evidently, not old enough to carry
the wisdom of the land’s first
inhabitants. Mother Earth knows.
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Celebrating the
STEP-UP Interns
& their accomplishments!
September marks the end of summer and a new school year. But for
the STEP-UP Interns employed by
the Cultural Wellness Center during
the summer, it also represents how 9
interns from our community spent a
summer acquiring skills and experiences that will help them step more
fully into their futures.
Our excellent STEP-UP intern
team members: Ayuub Ahmed,
Zakeria Essa, Kayla Savold, Zakaria
Mohamed, Mohamed Mohamed,
Damoro Cisse, Bianca Gutierrez,
Deja Frazier, and Zahira Lopez
STEP-UP is directed by Mpls.’s
office of Community Planning and
Economic Development. STEP-UP
Discover offers entry-level internships for youth 14 and 15 years of
age. These internships are intended
to reach youth with limited work
experience and are designed to
develop skills and explore interests
in preparation for more challenging
opportunities.
Nine STEP-UP interns worked
on Backyard Initiative (BYI) and
Slow Roll Biking activities. Some
of their BYI job responsibilities
included planting and growing
herbs in container planters at the
Midtown Global Market. They
assisted in ReTHINK Your Drink
awareness campaign, carrying key
messages about the adverse health
effects of consistent consumption
of sugar-sweetened beverages.
Interns gained skills in: customer
service, leadership, communication,
computer, financial management,
project development, and entrepreneurship. Meet several of our nine,
wonderful STEP-UP interns!
Questions to which they
responded:
1. What was it like having a job
for the first time?
2. What was your work
experience like?

BYI AREA

“A reality in today’s times”…

AMGED YUSEF

STEP-UP Interns receiving words of encouragement from Backyard
Initiative staff members Rose Lobley and Roberta Barnes and spoken
word artist and BYI member, Amged Yusef.

Bianca Jadira Gutierrez

Mohamed Mohamed

My working for the first time was very fun,
they made learning and working a fun experience. I was a little nervous on working because
I have never worked. But overall working at
the Cultural Wellness Center in the Backyard
and Slow-Roll was lots of fun, and I learned so
much, I never knew learning could this much
fun, and all in a welcoming environment.

My first work experience was none, originally
I was nervous, but once I was at the Cultural
Wellness Center Backyard Initiative located
at the Midtown Global Market I think they
made it easy, welcoming, and very comfortable. I learned a lot about career choices
and how to pursue my goals. We learned a
variety of skills like gardening, biking.

Damoro Flamory Cisse

Deja Lyric Frazier

Honesty I felt like the job was easy, and that is
most likely because Ms. Roberta and Ms. Rose
took it easy on us being that it was our first
job experience. The experience was great! I
learned a lot and have been able to improve
myself, professionally and personally.

My first work experience was better than I
expected. I would always hear about how
either working is boring or something bad
happens, but not at this one. This job made
me realize how responsible I need to be and
how much health matters personally and
throughout community. We are not isolated
or separate from our community, and all
things positive rooted in community.

Zakeria Amin Essa

Experience a world tour of tastes, arts
and crafts at our public market.
Lake Street and 10th Ave S | Minneapolis

MIDTownglobalmarket.org

My first day I was kinda of nervous, I have
never worked a job before this one, but I was
also excited at the same time. My experience
working here at the Cultural Wellness Center
in the Backyard and with Slow Roll, was
great, and the leadership, team building,
and job skills I will use to help me on future
jobs. I also learned that health and wellness
should be a priority in my life, even at my age

STEP-UP youth working with
the Cultural Wellness Center and
the Backyard Initiative learned
about cultural self-study, cultural
leadership development, and
cultural financial literacy. Below
are some of the direct quotes
from this discussion towards the
end of their summer tenure on
economics/money and working
as teens. The youth preferred
not to have individual identities
shared but wanted their quotes
to be shared.
“The saying is, if you don’t work you
don’t eat, but not only, you don’t eat,
you have no place to stay, no clothes
on your back, or money in your pocket
either, a reality in today’s time, look at
the number of homeless people along
Hiawatha. Has anyone taken the time to
look at those standing at intersections
or stop lights needing hand-outs for the
necessities, and in spite of what people
believe, it is not all about being lazy, for
alcohol or drugs, some have real needs.
Money makes the world go round and
covers essential needs in life, housing,
food, and clothing. Our contribution as
a teen is less when it comes to providing
the necessities, but increases with age,
and the sad reality is, most parents do
not have the luxury of providing all the
needs and I am not talking any of desires
in their children in today’s times, we have
to work. I am grateful for employment
opportunity here through the Wellness
Center, the Backyard, agriculture, reThink
your Drink, Slow-Roll, customer service
and community engage and as a teen, it
was great even though I didn’t expect to
enjoy it as much as I did. My first week I
would do what I had to do even if it is not
my desire to work and there are a million
other things that I would rather being
doing in my young years, and being
angry that we are living in times where it
is necessity even though I am young.”
“Money or economics places you in a
position, the ‘Haves, and Have Nots’, or
‘Impoverished or Poor, Middle-Class,
Upper Middle-Class, or Financially
Secure-or Rich’. A reality of past and
today’s times is the rich needs the poor
to stay poor so they can stay financially
secure or rich, truth or lie, it is what we
believe, especially those that fall into the
lower brackets economically. It seems as
though the odds are stacked against the
poor, no matter how much you scratch
or claw to get to the top you never get up
or out, education cost or the lack thereof
pulls you back down, racism or racial
disparities keeps the foot on your neck
and back, assumptions and categories
continue to create separation out of fear,
a sense of hopelessness and defeat, I
could go on and on. The circumstances
and situations are like crabs in a tank,
you get so far up and before you know

you are pulled back down to the bottom,
or the glass ceiling, you go up so high
and then your head bumps that ceiling
that you didn’t know existed until you
can’t go any further. I will not give in, I
must be determined and I refuse to be
limited because I have been categorized,
hindered in my climb, or succumb to
emotional road-blocks if I am to change
the outcome, and I really believe I can
change my outcome, that is what motivation, determination, and faith is called.
I am grateful for the opportunities to
study myself, to see through a different
lens, to follow my head, and harness my
mind, working here has nourished my
determination and motivation.”
“Working, it is a necessity in life to earn a
living, but that need doesn’t make it easy
or desired, especially as a young person.
When you are young you have so many
other things you really want to do other
than working, and balancing your needs
in this economy with low economic
wages, limited opportunities, not by
choice but a society that has de-valued
people of color. Young people have to
work because most parents’ income is
not such that affords their youth the
luxury to place wants and desires over
necessities. The reality in today’s time,
youth and young adults have to place
need over desire, and that is what I did
when I took my first job. Working for
the first time was a huge decision and
a balancing act. It also seems so unfair
since you will work much-much longer
than you will be a pre-teen, teen, or even
a young adult, but who said needs and
fairness go hand in hand. You having
a need to work doesn’t make it any less
scary or doesn’t calm the nerves or the
butterflies in your stomach, but I much
say that I am grateful that my first job
was in an environment such as the
Cultural Wellness Center and in the Backyard. The job was more of change in my
outlook and attitude, as I studied myself,
developed leadership, communication,
and job skills, and went through career
mapping, I can chart my own life course
and fate, and obstacle is not meant
to stop you, it is meant to propel you
forward, give you greater motivation
and determination.”

