
BY HARVEY WINJE
PREAMBLE
People have told stories, shared informa-

tion, and offered opinions for many ages and 
without printed paper and recordings through 
avenues that have there own style of permanence.  
Hieroglyphics, art and picture writing provided 
a means that could be preserved in another style 
of permanence. The printing press increased the 
possibility of a broader way to distribute written 
communication but fewer people were able to 
produce the writing. Electronic and social media 
has expanded the amount of communication 
occurring and with much less expense and to 
many more people. 

In 1976, some people in the Phillips Community 
knew the benefits of some written form of talking 
to one another that could also help to preserve the 
community’s history. Thus, a newspaper began 
and took the name “The Alley”, acknowledging 
some of the most common, honest, and least 
pretentious, day-to-day conversation happens in 
backyards and across alleys. It is where basket-
ball is played, cars are repaired, and refuse put in 
carts.  Alley Communications became the name 
of the nonprofit corporation in 1999 as a way of 
identifying the organization that had begun to 

develop a broader mechanism to include other 
communication projects and strategies in addition 
to publishing the newspaper.

From its inception as a newspaper, its purpose 
was to lift the voices of the Phillips Community. 
Therefore, the organization’s ownership and gov-
ernance was to be held by the community. 
Community ownership, direction, and production 
are easier said than done.  People in the commu-
nity are busy with their own family life, jobs, and 
involvement with other organizations.  To own 
and make decisions about one more thing means 
responsibility and maintenance that take more 
time and more relationships.

So, what form can be built to accomplish that 
ownership and control of communication?  The 
need for state registration as a corporation and fed-
eral IRS tax exemption leads almost automatically 
to follow corporate models. Yet common char-
acteristics of corporations are not comfortable or 
possible for all people to understand or accept. We 
have juggled this balancing act since 1976.

HOW HAS THE PRODUTION OF THE 
ALLEY EVOLVED OVER ITS 43 YEARS?

The Alley Newspaper’s modest 1976 startup 
evolved over various phases:

•	Start-up Phase—1975 thru 1977 
•	Growth Phase—1978 thru 1984 
•	�Expansion Growth and Change Phase—

1985 thru mid 1995
•	�Outsourcing Phase—mid-July 1995 thru 

1999 
•	�Rebuilding/Rebounding Phase—from 2000 

thru 2018
Sometimes, Editors/Managing Editors were 

paid modestly as employees or paid honorariums 
for their editing and community engagement 
skills. Writers were paid honorariums and now, 
writers are apart of the volunteer contingent. 
Ad representatives were most often paid a com-
mission though sometimes were an employee of 
the organization. In the 1980’s, key writers were 
employed as regular reporters.

The printed product has evolved from being 
typed or typeset and“cut and pasted”, to desktop 
publishing and now to being produced electroni-
cally. During the “cut and paste” era, there were 
many feet of standing desks so that the pages of 
the paper could be laid out. As has been done 
for 42 years, the paper is printed on inexpen-
sive newsprint and delivered monthly. Hennepin 
County Library has reprinted the paper on qual-

The Mpls. City Council has approved 
$1.5 million in funding for the temporary 
Navigation Center, which will provide 
a safe and service-rich environment for 
people currently living at the Franklin/
Hiawatha homeless encampment.

The Navigation Center will be estab-
lished at 2109 Cedar Ave., a 1.25-acre site 
adjacent to the Franklin Avenue METRO 
Blue Line station and near the encamp-
ment. The center is scheduled to open in 
early December and be operational until 
the end of May.

The Navigation Center site includes 
parcels owned by the Red Lake Nation 
and the City of Minneapolis. 

BY THOMAS SMITH

I wake, mind and spirit clouded by the news.
Which news?  Oh, you know — a finger 

here,
a toe there, the orange mutilations.

The gray sky says that things have been both
better and worse.  How did the woman 

interviewed
on NPR put it — Americans have

developed a preference for certainty
over hope.  That’s the current we swim 

against.
Damp as it is, the air is surprisingly

clear.  Suddenly I’m not walking alone.
A small hawk, a Cooper’s, alights on

a low branch, not flying off as I
come nearer, letting me have a good look.
I’ve never seen a Cooper’s hawk in this

place, much less at close range.  I pull my
breath inward, beholding in sharp detail

the small shapely head with its hooked beak
and burning eye, its wings and tail that so
elegantly charge with life the space around

them.  Friends, the greatest realists are those
who, uncertain about their certainty, 

keep a door open to hope.  This is still
a beautiful planet.  You know how geese

before migrating will all at once start
into motion and with a great discordant

orchestral cry rise en mass from the water.
The day is coming when we’ll do that too.

POEM FOR HOPE

Franklin/Hiawatha Encampment funded
Amble’s Machinery and Industrial Supplies’ 
105-year-old building had over 40,000 Sq. Ft. of 
metal fabrication equipment, tools, steel stock, 
parts, pumps, nuts and bolts, hardware of all kinds, 
hoses, belting, fixtures and material handling that 
was sold as Jim Amble retired after 42 years in the 
business at 2109 Cedar Av. and sold the property to 
Red Lake Nation for their development.  

 The 43-year path traveled by The Alley newspaper

“When 
the 
great 

newspapers 
don’t say much, 

see what 
the little 

independent 
ones say.”
~ Wendell Phillips 

(1811-1884), Phillips 
Community namesake

Poem for hope  Continued on page 2

43-year path  Continued on page 8

Center  Continued on page 7
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LRT Station

HARVEY WINJE

The 1.25 acre site is on an “island” with the Franklin Light Rail Station, Cedar Box 
Company, and Takoda Institute surrounded by Cedar, Franklin, and Hiawatha Avenues. As 
the buildings were “swallowed” and returned to the earth, words like “swords into plows” 
came to mind and visions of plows turning the earth beneath so Mother Earth can foster 
the rising of a place for her people. >>> See Internet links on page 7.

Operator chosen

BULLETIN!

EPNI Indoor Urban 
Farm Supporters
BY CAROL PASS

The future of the East Phillips Indoor Urban 
Farm project will now be determined at the 
Wednesday, Nov. 14 Ways & Means Committee 
meeting at 1:30 P.M. 3rd floor of City Hall after 
the possiblity of a negotiated settlement regarding 
the East Phillips Indoor Urban Farm  was removed 
from the October 30th Ways & Means meeting.
Indoor urban farm  Continued on page 2
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We need your presence on the 
14th of Nov. to show citywide sup-
port for a sustainable East Phillips 
Indoor Urban Farm Project. 

This delay will provide the City 
and Public Works time to understand 
EPNI’s 2-acre proposal with shared 
space. The fact is: this is the small-
est possible sustainable size for this 
project. We have worked the math 
and done the research – anything 
smaller and we no longer have a 
project. We need to make this clear. 
Shrinking this project further will 
absolutely require us to give up the 
entire project, something we are not 
prepared to do.

Come stand with us for the 
promise of a positive economic 
future for East Phillips. The choice 
is now!

The community is not allowed 
to speak at the meeting, so please 
be there with signs to express your 
opinion. We will need a massive 
show of support to convince the 
council members of the critical 
importance to the City and the 

neighborhood of this project.
History: 2014 & ‘15; commu-

nity negotiated with Roof Depot 
to purchase the entire 7.5-acre site 
to create an Indoor Urban Farm 
for Aqua-culture jobs, organic 
food, affordable family housing, 
and prevent more industrial pollu-
tion. Plans were thwarted by City 
threatening Eminent Domain and 
purchase of the site. Since this com-
munity has been trying to negotiate 
with the city to share 3 acres, only 
18% of the total land the City owns. 
Negotiations never happened! In a 
final effort to accommodate both the 
Water Works and the East Phillips 
Indoor Urban Farm, the East 
Phillips Neighborhood Institute, 
EPNI, along with the community, 
proposed a minimalized, but still 
workable 2-Acre solution with 
shared space at the site. It is hard 
to understand the City’s unwilling-
ness to talk and their opposition to 
a positive future for the people of 
East Phillips!

Right to be involved:

Public participation is based on 
the belief that those who are affect-
ed by a decision have a right to be 
involved in the decision-making 
process. Adopted by Minneapolis 
City Council, December 2007

Please join us at City Hall, 3rd 
floor, with your signs Wednesday, 
Nov. 14th at 1:00 P.M. (to be sure 
you get a seat).  

the alleynews.org 
P.O. Box 7006 

Mpls., MN 55407 
Editor 612-990-4022 

Editor@AlleyNews.org 
www.alleynews.org 

twitter.com/alleynewspaper 
Archives:1976 thru 2007  

http://bit.ly/2GaYHIU

Alley Communications,  
a 501C-3, Not-for-Profit Corp. 

publishes The Alley Newspaper 
and other media.

“When the great newspapers  
don’t say much, see what the little 

independent ones say.” 
– Wendell Phillips (1811-1884)  

Donations: needed, welcome, 
and Tax Deductible.                

Volunteers of this issue but not 
limited to: Thor Adam, AIM-IC, 

Robert Albee, BackYard Initiative, 
Roberta Barnes, Kelly Drummer, 
Steve Dwyer, EPIC, Susan Gust, 

Linnea Hadaway, HC Franklin Library 
& Staff, Sue Hunter Weir, In the 

Heart of the Beast Theatre, Rose 
Lobley, Howard McQuitter II, MPNIA, 

Migizi Communications, Timothy 
McCall, Jana Metge, Mpls. Park 

Board, Peter Molenaar, Dave Moore,  
Leon Oman, Brad Pass, Carol Pass, 

Phillips Neighborhood Clinic, PWNO, 
Sunny Sevigny, Tammey Skinaway, 

Thomas R. Smith, Sandy Spieler, Erin 
Thomasson, John Charles Wilson, 

Crystal Windshitl.

Delivery: To every Phillips  
house by Mattson Delivery; to 170 

businesses, places of worship,  
institutions in Phillips and  

adjacent neighborhoods by  
Peter Molenaar 

Board of Directors:  
Cathy Strobel-Ayres, Pres.;  

Leon Oman, Treas.  
Monthly Board: 6:30 pm 3rd Wed. 

Call for Location.

Correspondence to Alley 
Communications and/or its Ed. 

become the property of AC, Inc. 
dba The Alley Newspaper and 

may be published.

Editors: Sr. Harvey Winje 
Nov. 8 Page Alley layout Tesha M. 

Christensen, AlleyWeb: Melissa 
Schmitt; Special Section graphics 

and layout: Melissa Schmitt;  
Robert Albee, VV News Pg 5;  
Brad Pass, EPIC News pg 4;  

Sunny Sevigny, MPNIA News pg 4; 
Susan Ann Gust, BYI 8-pg insert

ads@alleynews.org 612-990-4022

“Let me make the newspaper and  
I care not who makes the religion 
and the laws.” – Wendell Phillips

Dec./Jan. Deadline 
Nov. 15

By ERIN THOMASSON
Family Storytime 
Fridays, 10:30-11 am  
For children of all ages and their 
caregivers. Talk, sing, read, write 
and play together in a format 
appropriate for young children. 
Share books, stories, rhymes, 
music and movement.

Teen Programs 
Urban 4-H Club 
Tuesdays, 5-7pm  
We do everything from urban 
gardening to digital photo/video to 
theater. Partner: U of MN.

Teen Tech Workshop 
Wednesdays, 5-6:30 pm  
Get creative and make music, 
videos, animation and other proj-
ects using both high- and low-
tech tools, everything from iPads 
and 3D printers to synthesizers 
and sewing machines. Led by the 
library’s Teen Tech Squad.

Dhalinta Horumar sare rabta / 
Young Achievers 
Wednesdays, 4:30-6 pm   

U dabaaldag Dhaqanka 
Soomalida, sameyso saaxiibo 
cusub iyo in aad isticmaasho hab 
nololeed cafimaad leh. Lamaane: 
WellShare International.

Celebrate Somali culture, make 
new friends and practice healthy 
lifestyles. Partner: WellShare 
International.

Teen Anime Club 
Saturdays, 3-4:30 pm  
Discuss manga and share art-
work. Something different every 
time!

Franklin Learning Center: 
612-543-6934 flc@hclib.org 
The Franklin Learning Center 
offers free, one-to-one tutoring for 
adults who are learning English 
and math, preparing for the GED 
and citizenship exams, and gaining 
life skills. We are always looking 
for community volunteers! No 
experience necessary; we provide 
training and materials. Contact us 
at 952-847-2934 or flc@hclib.org.

What’s Up at the Franklin 
Community Library | NOVEMBER 2018

1314 E. Franklin Avenue  |  612- 543-6925  |  www.hclib.org
M, F, Sa: 9am–5pm  •  T, W, Th:  9am –8pm  •  Su: 12-5pm

By JOHN CHARLES WILSON
There are two pieces of good 

transit news in the Twin Cities 
this month: one directly impacts 
the Phillips Community, and the 
other mostly benefits those who 
commute to the southern suburbs.

	 In the July issue of The Alley, 
I mentioned that Route 2 (Franklin 
Avenue) was going to be made 
faster due to a decrease in the 
number of stops. That plan went 
into effect on the 13th of October. 
I am sure that some people won’t 
like this because they may have 
to do some extra walking, but for 
those who are able and willing to 
do it, the time savings will prob-
ably be worth it.

	 Construction on I-35W has 
reached a phase where some of 
the routes which had been on 
detour can be restored to the 
freeway, via a special bus-only 
ramp, going southbound in the 
PM rush hour. This first benefit 
of the construction is coming to 
us soon – the 22nd of October, to 
be exact. Other parts of the new 
Orange Line (the future replace-
ment for Route 535) will be com-
ing soon. Preliminary work has 
already begun on the Lake Street 
Station, a middle-of-the-freeway 

bus station similar to the one at 
46th Street and a replacement for 
the old I-35W and Lake Street 
stops at the top of the crumbling 
staircases that were built in 1967 
– the ones that Elizabeth Glidden 
once famously said “just don’t 
cut it”. 2019 and 2020 will bring 
us the Knox Avenue Transitway 
under I-494 between Best Buy 
headquarters and Southtown, and 
the final suburban Orange Line 
Stations. In 2021, the Orange Line 
should be fully functional and 
ready to go.

Transit

The need for speed

3440 BLOOMINGTON AVE.
POWDERHORN PARK

MINNEAPOLIS
M-F 6:30-6

SAT 7-5 • SUN 7:30-5
729-5627

Organic &  
Fair Trade Coffee

FREE Wireless Internet

By CRYSTAL WINDSCHITL
Phillips West Neighborhood 
Upcoming Events:
Check out the Phillips West 
Website: www.phillipswest.info

PWNO Meeting
Nov. 1 (Thursday) 6 -7 pm 
Join your neighbors and other 
Community Partners for updates 

from Local City Government 
& Minneapolis Police. State 
Representative Karen Clark 
will also be present to give a 
Legislative update!  Meeting 
will take place at the Center 
for Changing Lives Building in 
the Centrum Room (2400 Park 
Avenue). Free parking is avail-
able in the rear of building off of 
Oakland Avenue. Free Jakeeno’s 
Pizza Dinner will be provided! If 
you would like more information 
or would like to get involved in 
the neighborhood, please contact 
Crystal at 612-879-5383 or email 
her at pwno2005@yahoo.com  

Migizi celebrates 40th anniversary
Join Migizi 

Communications, inc. 
to celebrate its 40th 
Anniversary with spe-
cial honorees: Laura 
Waterman Wittstock 
and Elaine Salinas. The 
event will be held on Thursday 
Nove. 8, 2018, 5 to 7 p.m. at the 
Northwest Area Foundation, 60 
Plato Boulevard, #400, St. Paul.

RSVP by Nov. 2 at migizi40.
eventbrite.com.

“Join us in showing our appre-
ciation to Laura and Elaine for 
their tremendous contributions of 

time, energy, love 
and laughter to grow 
and sustain MIGIZI 
throughout its his-
tory,” urge organiz-
ers. “We also want 
to acknowledge the 

work that they have done to enable 
organizations such as the Bdote 
Learning Center, Native American 
Community Development Institute, 
the Tiwahe Foundation and so 
many other organizations to play a 
role in the success of the American 
Indian community.”

Indoor Urban Farm From page 1

Note about Author Thomas R. 
S m i t h : 
T h o m a s 
R. Smith 
has had 
h u n d r e d s 
of poems 
published 
on three 
continents. 
In the U.S., 
his poems, essays, poetry reviews, 
have appeared in numerous  jour-
nals, anthologies, newspapers, peri-
odicals, Public Radio,  and seven 
books authored by him. Robert Bly 
writes: “Thomas R. Smith is a high-
spirited poetry horse riding over the 
hills of emotion.” Smith’s newest 
book Windy Day at Kabekona: New 
and Selected Prose Poems, has just 
been published by White Pine Press. 
He teaches at colleges and the Loft 
Literary Center.

http://www.thomasrsmithpoet.
com/blog/

Poem for 
hope From page 1

2 alleynews.org • November 2018“This is the true joy in life ---that being used for a purpose recognized by yourself as a mighty one.  
That being a force of nature, instead of a feverish, selfish clod of ailments and... 



Someone stole a piece of the 
City’s history.  It happened on Aug. 
30 or 31st, most likely during the 
night.  One of the two bronze 
plaques that graced the pillars on 
either side of the Lake Street gates 
was stolen.  The thieves were try-
ing to steal the other but must 
have been interrupted.  Some of 
the stone that held the plaque was 
chiseled away but not enough to 
loosen it.

The fence and pillars were 
erected in 1928-29 and the plaques 
added either at the same time or 
shortly afterward.  They were a gift 
from the Minneapolis Cemetery 
Protective Association’s (MCPA) 
Auxiliary.  The Auxiliary was a 
group of women from the asso-
ciation’s membership who raised 
funds for many of the structures 
that have been identified as con-
tributing resources in the nomina-
tion that placed the cemetery in the 
National Register of Historic Sites.  
Two of the other resources include 
the flagpole and the cemetery’s 
memorial to pioneer mothers.

Mike, the cemetery’s caretaker, 
first noticed that the plaque was 
missing on 

Saturday, September 1st, when 
he was setting up for the movie.  He 
noticed a pile of debris on the side-
walk and went to clean it up.  He 
realized that is was stone that had 
been chipped out of the pillar and 
that there was only an indentation 
where the plaque had been.  

The police came and filed a 
report but the likelihood of recover-
ing the plaque is small.  One of the 
stores across the street has security 
camera but they are trained on their 
own parking lot and not the cem-
etery fence.

The story of the missing plaque 
spread quickly on facebook.  The 
original post reached more than 
76,000 people and almost 21,000 
of them clicked on the story.  Five 
hundred and fifty people shared the 
story with friends or colleagues.  
There were more than 100 com-
ments:  some expressed sadness, 
others expressed anger, many char-
acterized the theftas “disrespectful” 
and questioned whether anything is 
sacred any more.  

Someone forwarded the face-
book posting to KSTP and Channel 
5 News did a nice story about the 
theft at six o’clock on September 
5th.  (The story is posted on the 
cemetery’s facebook page).  The 
Minneapolis Tribune ran a story on 
September 6th (also linked to on 
the cemetery’s facebook page). 

Cemetery vandalism occurs 
somewhere in the United States 
almost every day.  People topple 

headstones, overturn vases, and 
steal flowers and other memorial 
gifts off of graves. Spray paint-
ing graffiti, usually racist or anti-
Semitic, is shockingly common.  
Minneapolis Pioneers and Soldiers 
has been lucky in recent years but 
that was not always the case.  In 
the 1970s dozens of markers were 
toppled or broken, some of them 
damaged beyond repair.

If the plaque is not returned, it 
will likely be replaced with a simi-
lar, though not identical, plaque.  
Since the cemetery is listed in 

the National Register we are not 
allowed to add things that create a 
false sense of history—that appear 
to be old but aren’t.  The difference 
may turn out to be very small (a 
date etched in the metal) and, of 
course, the color won’t be the same.  
It took 90 years for the bronze to 
turn a lovely shade of green.

It’s hard to say what motivates 
people to commit acts of vandal-
ism but those who topple stones 
and paint graffiti are often young.  
Alcohol is a common factor, as 
well.  Stealing metal for scrap is 

more likely done by older van-
dals. Although it’s possible that the 
thieves just wanted to steal some-
thing that they thought was cool, 
the most likely culprits were scrap-
pers—folks who steal metal and 
sell it to scrap yards where it will be 
melted down to be recast. The cur-
rent value for scrap bronze is about 
$1.60 a pound.  Copper, one of the 
components found in bronze runs 
a little higher at $2 to $4 a pound.  
The value of a 90-year-old bronze 
plaque is priceless.

Tales from 
Pioneers and Soldiers 
Memorial Cemetery
By SUE HUNTER WEIR

161st in a Series

Plaque’s theft is a historically large loss and a petty thief’s gain

TIMOTHY MCCALL

On Aug. 30 or 31, 2018 one plaque was stolen from a gate pillar the 
the East Lake Street entrance.  The current value for scrap bronze 
is about $1.60 a pound.  Copper, one of the components found 
in bronze runs a little higher at $2 to $4 a pound.  The value of a 
90-year-old bronze plaque is priceless.

From page 1

HANDMADE HOLIDAYS

ASI is your holiday destination for exhibitions, tours, dining and shopping

ASImn.org  |  2600 Park Ave  |  Minneapolis MN  |  (612) 871-4907

NOv. 10, 2018 - Jan. 13, 2019

TIMOTHY MCCALL 

Soldier and Pioneers Memorial 
Cemetery since 1858 had new 
fence and pillars erected in 1928-
29 and plaques soon after as a gift 
from the Minneapolis Cemetery 
Protective Association’s (MCPA) 
Auxiliary. 

3alleynews.org • November 2018 ...grievances complaining that the world will not devote Itself to making you happy.  I am of the opinion 
that my life belongs to the whole community and that as long as I live it is my...



Community Meeting
Held every fourth Tuesday at different locations each month

Tuesday, November 27
6:30-8pm, In the Heart of the Beast Puppet and Mask Theatre
1500 E. Lake Street, Minneapolis, MN 55407

AGENDA
I.       Introductions
II.      Approve October community meeting minutes
III.     Announce Call for 2019 Outreach Partnerships, due by Dec 10th

IV.    Neighborhood Helpers Film preview 
Enjoy a film by HOTB highlighting MPNAI work,  
HOBT work, our partnership and some  
of the helpers here in Midtown Phillips.

Call for Partnerships!
Midtown Phillips is looking for 
partners to assist with 2019 
outreach & participation, 
event involvement and youth 
outreach. You must be a registered 
business or registered non profit 
to apply. Applications are due by 
Dec 10th, 2018.  If interested, email 
midtownphillips@gmail.com

Thank you to everyone who participated 
in making this year’s Clean Sweep 
a success!
We had over 650 volunteers & collected:

•  20 lbs of Compost from Welna  
breakfast and Stewart Park lunch!

• Packer Truck totals:
- East Phillips = 9,880 lbs
- Midtown = 10,420 lbs
- Ventura Village = 9.020 lbs
- West Phillips = 9,840 lbs

• Specialty Truck/Metal Totals:
-  West to East = 1,500 lbs metal, 40 tires, 15 TV’s, 15 mattresses, 3 recliners  

and 10 appliances
-  East to West = 1,200 lbs metal, 213 tires, 41 TV’s, 27 mattresses,  

12 microwave ovens, 6 humidifiers, 1 hide-a-bed, 2 couches  
and 4 appliances

www.midtownphillips.org  |  612.232.0018  |  midtownphillips@gmail.com

Board Meeting
Tuesday, November 13 
6:30-8pm, Stewart Park, 2700 12th Ave S, Minneapolis

AGENDA
I.      Introductions
II.     Approve October board meeting minutes
III.    Finances

- 2017 IRS 990 & AG Annual Report
- 2018 Financial Reports
- 2019 Proposed Budget
- Contract NRP Phase II funds for operations
- Accept & File the IRS 990 & Attorney General Annual Report
- Discuss contracting NRP Phase II funds

IV.    Alley Newspaper support discussion

  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The EPIC Report – November 2018 
www.eastphillips-epic.com 

  

 

Atlai Ortiz Mendoza 
 
 
 

Winner of the 2018 Clean Sweep 
T-Shirt Design Competition. 

Watch for Atlai’s incredible trash-eating 
dragon on the 2019 T-Shirts. 

 
Every year Phillips Community Clean Sweep gives away 400 or 
more T-Shirts featuring the Clean Sweep design on the front and 
the names of all the donors who make Clean Sweep possible on the 
back. Phillips youth are invited to participate in a competition to 
create the front design. Atlai’s design was the winner of the many 
wonderful entries this year. Thanks to Atlai and all who entered.   

 
 

Phillips Community Clean Sweep 
 

Another HUGE Success! 

 
An estimated eight hundred neighborhood folks walked all 
four Phillips’ neighborhoods and collected 41,860 pounds of 
trash and metal, 88 appliances & TVs and 253 tires on the 
second Saturday of Oct. An amazing achievement! 

So, a Big THANKS to All! 
 

The reward for this herculean effort was a free breakfast, free 
cleaning stuff, a free T-Shirt, free lunch, entertainment & 
neighborhood information tables at Stewart Park, AND 
walking the ‘hood with friends and neighbors while making a 
better and cleaner place for us all. 

 
Phillips Clean Sweep is an annual all-volunteer effort of all 
four Phillips Neighborhoods and Little Earth. The budget is 
close to $10,000 and is raised by small & large contributions 
from donors like you, all of whom are recognized on the back 
of the 400 + Clean Sweep T-shirts given away each year. 

 

Save October 12th, 2019 for next year’s Phillips Clean Sweep 
 

  

For your Calendar: * 
 
EPIC Board of Directors - FIRST Saturday of the month – 11/3/18 & 12/1/18 at 10:00 AM  
Board Meetings are at 2433 Bloomington Ave. S. 
 

EPIC General Membership -  SECOND Thursday - 11/8/18 & 12/13/18  at 6:30 PM  
  Meetings are at the East Phillips Park Cultural & Community Center at 2307 17th Ave. S.   
Agenda includes Neighborhood Industrial Pollution, Crime Initiatives, and EPIC project updates. 

 

East Phillips Community 17th Ave. Gardeners - SECOND Saturday during the gardening season, 
normally from April through September. Next meetings are Next Year Saturday, 4/13/2019 & 
5/11/2019 at 9:00 AM in the Community Center at 2307 17th Ave. S. Subsequent meetings will be 
held in the Garden located at 2428 17th Ave. S. 

*    East Phillips Residents wanting a 2019 Garden Plot, contact Brad Pass at 612-916-8478  
 

project needs your support!  
To be sustainable the project must have the 3 “L” shaped acres including a small portion of the 
existing building which will create a buffer on the south and West sides of the shared 16 ½ acre 
site. The project will produce Green jobs and second chance opportunities for community 
members, affordable family housing, home grown organic food, a coffee shop - world café & 
gallery for local artisan’s work and a bike repair facility on the Greenway – Hope for the ‘hood. 
  

SEND SUPPORT letters to all Council Members & the Mayor.    COPY to cpass@runbox.com 
! 

To get involved in EPIC and East Phillips, 
Join us at any or all of the meetings below. 



10 Years of the 
BACKYARD INITIATIVE!

Join Neighbors & Community Partners in Celebrating

November 15, 2018
Dinner/Program: 5–7 pm

Allina Health Commons, Pettengill Hall, 2925 Chicago Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55407

RSVP: Ruth Hampton Olkon at ruth.olkon@allina.com or 612-262-4430
or The Backyard Initiative Resource Center at 612-353-6211

allinahealth.org
©2018 ALLINA HEALTH SYSTEM TM – A TRADEMARK OF ALLINA HEALTH SYSTEM
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$10,000,000 investment with a community contribution of 1:4 ratio  
of hours in volunteerism for every one hour of paid time
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10 Years of Backyard Initiative Achievements

2,688
Energy efficient workshops 

at 90 minutes each 
connecting with 13,440 
people promoting self-

sufficiency and the need  
to develop independent 

energy strategies.

23,100 
Exercise classes in 

partnership with Powderhorn 
Park, East Phillips Cultural 

Community Center, and 
Central Neighborhood, 

making over 25,000 
connections.

512+
Food events around dialogue 
within the Backyard during 
A-Pod Breakfast, Out in the 
Backyard Potlucks, Anchor 

Families Neighborhood 
Gatherings, Triple Ds, and 

Commission

7,644
Safety patrols were 

conducted, covering an eight 
block radius by 3 teams, 

both foot and drive-patrol, 
creating a sense of safety 

and inclusion.

12,775
Neighbor check-ins 

conducted, connecting with 
and visiting seniors who 

would have remained 
isolated.

728
Intergenerational 

Storytelling events, 364 
Spoken Word performances 

conducted by youth and young 
adults, and connecting with 
over 8,260 people including 

those attendees at the 
Somali Independence 

Day Celebrations.

B alleynews.org • November 2018



…all of these activities were facilitated within a process of cultural  
self-study and cultural ways of knowing to develop a deeper process  

through which the body may achieve health and healing.

BACKYARD INITIATIVE 
SPECIAL SECTION

BYI AREA

10 Years of Backyard Initiative Achievements

Photos provided to The Alley Newspaper by: Dee Henry Williams, Bob Albee, Rose Lobley, Janet Dahlem, and Clarasophia Gust.

31,320
Minutes or 348, 90-minute 
sessions of diabetic health 

education and health 
empowerment through peer-

to-peer diabetic meet-ups 
conducted in both English 

and Somali and through 
monthly Triple Ds 

events.

105,000
Pounds of vegetables 

were distributed within the 
Backyard, increasing access to 
low-cost vegetables through 

the MGM Farmer’s Market 
and the Amen Corner.

1,004
Connections were made, 

promoting non-toxic 
cleaners, and 400 home 

cleanings were conducted 
to demonstrate the 
effectiveness of the 
cleaning products.

450
Educational training on 
drugs, crime prevention 

activities, pregnancy 
prevention, and self-

empowerment for Somali 
women and girls.

15,362
Connections made, 

encouraging people to choose 
healthier beverages over sugary 

drinks within the Midtown 
Global Market and the area of 
the Backyard in partnership 

with the Minneapolis 
Health Department.

Calleynews.org • November 2018
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What We Learned
The Backyard Initiative (BYI) is a partnership between residents of South Minneapolis 
and Allina Health. The Cultural Wellness Center, as lead agency, is the organizer and 
facilitator of this partnership. The goal of the BYI is to improve the health of residents 
living in the seven neighborhoods of the area called the Backyard. The BYI improves 
community health through the work of Community Health Action Teams (CHATs), which 
are formed and operated by residents in the Backyard. An evaluation conducted in 2016 
showed that the Backyard Initiative activities were increasing four health indicators:

Conclusion from our most recent evaluation
These results demonstrate the power of community in improving community health. 
Our large health care institutions are focused on supporting the health of individuals 
and are not equipped to build community. In the Backyard Initiative, community mem-
bers demonstrated that not only can they build on the resources within the community 
to increase indicators of health, but for people to stay engaged in health activities and 
make healthy changes, they need to meet together, learn together, and contribute.

Recommendations 

Based on the findings of the BYI most recent 
evaluation, we offer the following recom-
mendations for consideration to members of 
the Backyard community, leaders of future 
Backyard activities, Allina Health and other 
health organizations, and government, non-
profits, and social service agencies wanting 
to tap into the power of community to im-
prove health.  

When planning and implementing any 
program for improving health, consider 

how these essential elements might impact 
both the way you engage with community mem-
bers and how to maximize the impact of your 
strategies. Integrate building community and 
community engagement into your goals. What-
ever the strategy, support people to contribute 
to their community and connect with each other. 
Support people to take care of their own and 
each other’s health. 

Build the capacity of institutions and 
communities through activities that build 

on the resources within the community, connect 
community members together, and connect com-
munity members to institutions. 

Engage in your own health maintenance 
and improvement. 

For the full report or for more information about the Backyard Initiative, visit the website at allinahealth.org  
or call the Backyard Initiative Resource Center: 612-353-6211.

Definition of Health

• �Health is a state of physical, mental, social, and 
spiritual well-being. It is not only the absence of 
infirmity and disease.

• �Health is the state of balance, harmony, and 
connectedness within and between many sys-
tems—the body, the family, the community,  
the environment, and culture. It cannot be seen 
only in an individual context.  

• �Health is an active state of being; people must 
be active participants to be healthy. It cannot be 
achieved by being passive.  

Social support: The many kinds of support that a community member  
receives from and gives to other community members.

Social cohesion: The sense of community and belonging. 

Health education: The degree to which community members have the  
capacity to obtain, process, and understand basic information and  
services needed to make appropriate decisions regarding their health.

Health empowerment: The ability and motivation to take care of  
oneself—to attain the knowledge, skill, and confidence to do what it  
takes to get healthy and/or stay healthy.
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The Phillips  
  Community  
    Center is an 

Ventura Village is located upstairs in the Phillips Community Center at 2323 - 11th Avenue South • Minneapolis • 612-874-9070

Meet some Wait House staff whose faces you’ll see often at the Phillips Community Center!

Life is like a whirl-wind 
By	Verla	Cuff	--	8/21/18	

In a hurry 
A lot of worry 
Like a whirl-wind,  
  you’re being blown away 
Many ways 
To be blown away 
This is a saying we use every 
day. 

Good or bad, Even mad 
It is our life’s experiences 
A hard nut to crack 
When blown front and back 
With all those interferences 

You don’t know 
Which way to go 
They really don’t know either 
So they show 
What they think they know 
And you will be a leaver 

It blows in our face 
In a wild goose chase 
Over and over again,  
  as they are not taught 
It’s all brought to naught 
Because we are caught 
In a whirl-wind of blowing, 
that has to be fought. 

 OCTOBER VENTURA VILLAGE MONTHLY MEETINGS:

VENTURA VILLAGE 
N E I G H B O R H O O DNEWS

 VOLUME 7 NUMBER 11 

NOV. 14TH GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING @ 7:00 PM NOVEMBER 2018

From left to right: Luz, Jovita, Lui, Jazmine, Ethan

Find out more at www.pillsburyunited.org/waite-
house. And P.S.: SAVE-THE-DATE! 
Whether you’re already connected with Waite 
House or not, you should join us for our 
annual Harvest Dinner! This event will 
take place Thursday, November 19th 
from 5-7 pm. As always, the dinner is free and 
everyone is welcome. There will be kids 
activities, live performances (including the local 
Strong Man Drum Group), and an array of 
delicious menu items—we’ve even heard 
whispers of buffalo tamales! The Harvest Dinner 
is a great way to connect with your community, 
so bring your friend or neighbor and come share 
a meal together. Hope to see you there!

important gathering place for the residents of 
Ventura Village and the other neighborhoods of 
Phillips. One of the main tenants at the PCC is 
the Waite House Community Center. While it 
offers a variety of specialized services, one of its 
most important functions is to offer an everyday 
place for neighbors to come to have a free meal, 
get free produce, to get advice and hang out.                
Here are some of the people who you will see 
every day. When you enter the 13th avenue 
entrance, you will come to the front desk where 
you might be greeted by Luz, our Building Oper-
ations Coordinator. Feel free to ask her how to 
begin volunteering at the community center and 
she will connect you with different opportunities. 
Or, you might be welcomed by a member of the 
food shelf staff—Jovita, Lui, Jazmine or Ethan.     
Each year, the Food Shelf & Produce Day programs 
at Waite House Community Center serve 
hundreds of thousands of pounds of nutritious  
culturally appropriate food to countless families. 

Another familiar face might be Jose Llangari, the 
Executive Chef in charge of the Community Café. 
The Café serves free lunches to 100+ community 
members Monday-Friday year-round. Come try it 
out! 11 am–12:30 pm. Other folks you might run 
into at Waite House are staff from the youth 
program, Urban Ag program, employment 
program and more. There’s a lot happening in this 
building—including a radio station that just 
launched last year, 98.9 FM KRSM Radio.

José Llangari

Verla Cuff is an 80+ year old neighbor who 
walks to lunch here every day, writes poetry 
and here is one of her poems.

WED. NOV 14TH: BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING:  6:00 PM / THU. NOV 29TH: CRIME & SAFETY COMMITTEE: 6:30 PM 
WED. NOV 14TH: GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING:  7:00 PM / TUE. NOV 27TH: COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE: 6:00 PM  
THU. NOV 29TH: HOUSING & LAND COMMITTEE: 5:30 PM / TUE. NOV 27TH:  WELLNESS, GARDENING & GREENING: 7:00 PM 

All Residents Are Welcome to Participate: Visitors Welcome to Attend! 

NOTICE  
VENTURA VILLAGE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING


In accordance with the Ventura Village Bylaws, the Annual Membership Meeting will be held on 
December 12, 2018.  Election of Board Members to fill vacant positions will be held at that 
meeting.  Please submit nominations for Board Members in writing to Ventura Village, 2323 11th 
Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN  55404.  Nominations must be received by November 28, 2018. 

Verla Cuff 



Movie Corner 
By HOWARD MCQUITTER II
oldschoolmovies.wordpress.com
howardmcquitter68@gmail.com

This year, 2018, marks the 50th 
anniversary of Stanley Kubrick’s 
masterpiece or, one of them any-
way, “2001: A Space Odyssey” 
(1968), a treasure of science fiction/ 
drama although a film in this day 
that may not be fully understood, at 
least at the ending.

(One can honestly say, 
Kubrick’s “Dr. Strangelove or: 
How I Learned to Stop Worrying 
and Love the Bomb”[1964] is also 
a Masterpiece.) Mr. Kubrick’s 

“2001: A Space Odyssey” is a 
major example of his ambivalence 
about technology and its future for 
humanity.  Kubrick (like myself) 
grew up during the” Cold War” 
when “The Cuban Missile Crisis” 
and threat of nuclear war between 
the United States and the Soviet 
Union seemed to be on the verge 
of breaking out. Kubrick’s film is 
based on Arthur C. Clarke’s “The 
Sentinel.”  Both men collaborate on 
the screenplay to be made  into four 
movements. 

Yet, to this day the visuals are 
still mesmerizing with everything 
done mechanically (no CGI back 
then). Maybe Kubrick and Clarke’s 
outer space adventure somehow 
forecast the landing on the moon the 
next year -- 1969 -- when Mission 
Commander Neil Armstrong and 
pilot Buzz Aldrin, both Americans, 
plant the American flag there.

The spacecraft is entirely white, 
surrounded by modernistic furni-
ture and futuristic gadgets, to a 
large degree, will make much more 
sense as humanity advances in tech-
nology (although not in character or 
morality) in the last decades of the 
twentieth century and into the first 

quarter of the twenty-first century.
To add to the film’s layer of 

refinement is setting of the sight 
of satellites and spacecrafts  to the 
music of Johann Strauss’s “The 
Blue Danube.” Like a songbird 
singing in the silence of a cerulean 
sky while the coldness of emo-
tions fill the air. That is what I 
mean is the human characters Dr. 
Dave Bowman (Keir Dullea) and 
Dr. Frank  Poole (Gary Lockwood) 
show little emotion as they walk 
about in their spaceship keeping 
three other scientists onboard in 
cryogenic hibernation making 
them virtual machines waiting to 
be switched on when required. So 
is it the technology which is most-
ly emotionless created by human 
“caretakers” Bowman and Poole 
who are emotionless  that is the 
problem? 

The most sympathetic charac-
ter HAL 9000 (voiced by Douglas 
Rain) on board programmed by 
humans after all it’s a sentient com-
puter (or artificial general intelli-
gence) that controls the systems of 
the Discovery One Spacecraft. But 
it is a scene when HAL confronts 
Dave about a human error and 

refuses  to say it’s a computer error. 
To be sure, Bowman and Poole 
look  like the culprits in the scheme 
of things.  HAL, I believe, wants 
to continue the mission. Before 
Frank dies HAL tries to kill him,  
then, Dave shuts down HAL he 
learns shortly HAL 9000 is the one 
onboard that knows the purpose of 
the mission. HAL has  control over 
the mission with sinister motives to 
kill the crew.

The magnificence  of “2001: A 
Space Odyssey” spawns a number 
of science fiction pictures: “Aliens,” 
James Cameron,1986; “Robocop,” 
Paul Verhoeven, 1987; “Terminator 
2: Judgment Day,” James Cameron,  
1991; “Gravity,”  Alfronso  Cuaron,  
2013; “Interstellar,” Christopher 
Nolan, 2014; “Contact,” Robert 
Zemeckis, 1997; “The Martian,” 
Ridley Scott, 2015; “Blade Runner”, 
Ridley Scott, 1982; “Cocoon,” Ron 
Howard, 1985. This list is not all 
the science fiction movies  inspired 
by “2001: A Space Odyssey”.

I realize Kubrick’s “2001: A 
Space Odyssey” is very complicat-
ed and there is much more to write 
about than what I have presented. 

Cast: Keir Dullea  (Dr. Dave 

Bowman), Gary Lockwood (Dr. 
Frank Poole),  Daniel Richter (Moon- 
Watcher), William Sylvester (Dr. 
Heywood Floyd), Leonard Rossiter 
(Dr. Andrei Smyslov), Douglas 
Rain (HAL 9000, voice), Margaret 
Tyzack), Robert Beatty (Dr. Ralph 
Halvorsen), Sean Sullivan (Dr. Bill 
Michaels), Bill Weston (Astronaut), 
Glenn Beck (Astronaut), Alan 
Gifford (Poole’s Father), Ann Gillis 
(Poole’s Mother). Languages: 
English/ Russian. Country: UK/ 
USA. 

Running time: 149 minutes.

 

Now Enrolling Grades 9-12 

(612) 294-1016     www.afa.tc     info@afa.tc 
2504 Columbus Avenue   Minneapolis, MN   55404 

Health & Wellness Focus       Indian Education Program       Work Based Learning 
 
Credit Recovery           Special Education Program      Social Work Department 
 
Small Class Sizes           PSEO & Scholarships                 MetroTransit Go-To Card 

FRIDAY, NOV. 2

Dia de los Muertos - Day of the Dead
East Phillips Park Cultural and Community Center, 

2307 17th Ave.  |  noon-4 pm

Neighborhood Open House 2018 | Wed., December 12, 2018 - 5 to 8:00pm
Be our guest at ASI’s annual Neighborhood Open House to thank our neighbors & our supporters, celebrate the 
holidays. Whether you live nearby and wonder what happens here, in the suburbs, or ASI Member, please join 

us for hands-on holiday crafts, performances, bonfires & more. No RSVP.  Free Admission.

alleynews.org • November 2018...privilege to do for it whatever I can.  I want to be thoroughly used up when I die.  For the harder I work, the more I live. 
I rejoice in life for its own sake.  Life is no brief candle to me. ...6



Raise Your Voice

Melting pot 
of time
By PETER MOLENAAR

For almost two decades, “Raise 
Your Voice” has paid tribute to the 
melting pot of peoples which has 
formed the Phillips Community. 
Presently, the members of the 
Franklin Avenue tent encampment 
would appreciate your prayers. We 
are witness to an oppressed popu-
lation which has bonded together 

in order to cling to life.
A note: In honor of Eugene 

V. Debs, leader of the original 
Socialist Party of this land, my 
grandparents invoked Eugene as 
my father’s middle name.

Ancestral ties….
For hundreds of thousands of 

years, a rather diminutive spe-
cies of human kind, referred to as 
Homo heidelbergensis, successful-
ly occupied Europe before evolv-
ing the Neanderthal form, under 
the impact of the Ice Ages. Then 
about 40,000 years ago, Homo 
sapiens invaded from their African 
origins, to live and make love.

I was to learn, only just recently 
at a family gathering in Cannon 
Falls, that our father’s genealogy 
has revealed a significant strain of 
Neanderthal within. He also car-
ries a touch of Melanesian, passed 
on to us as wavy curls via the sea-
faring Dutch, it seems.

Then, on the Highway 52 
return trip, I caught a glimpse 

of yet another species variation. 
Actually, it was a blown-up image 
of Donald Trump. Remarkably, 
the caption reads: “What Every 
American Should Not Become!”

Reminder:
As most of us were much of the 

time out hunting and gathering, 
for all those hundreds of thou-
sands of years, we took our guid-
ance from the matriarchal circle 
which deliberated around the fire. 
It was only a few thousand years 
ago that patriarchy and oppres-
sion emerged. Truthfully, then, for 
most of human existence, men 
like Trump were banished from 
the camp.

But for now, in this period of the 
Popular Front, we are compelled 
to maximize the vote against the 
party of “entitled” chauvinism. We 
remain in the quantitative phase 
of the revolutionary process. The 
great qualitative leap is yet to 
come.

At 11th and Franklin, Marie
Sandvik Center, a Christ-centered 
mission, exists to meet spiritual
and physical needs of anyone.

Friday nights
3:30p Christian movies
5:30p Bible study
*7pm Chapel
8pm Meal, men’s clothes
Thursday afternoons
12pm Quilt & layette sign-ups

Christian movie,  Child care      
for those in  attendance

*1pm Ladies’ Day Chapel
2pm Meal, women’s, infants’ &

Children’s clothing

1112 East Franklin Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 554041112 East Franklin Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55404
612-870-9617     www.MarieSandvikCenter.org612-870-9617     www.MarieSandvikCenter.org

Sunday nights
4:30p Bible study 
*6pm Chapel
7pm Meal, men’s
clothes
Tuesday nights
5:30p Set Free-12 Step
*7pm Chapel
8pm Meal, women’s
clothes 

(* Guests must arrive by time noted)

All Are Welcome!All Are Welcome!

22
NOVEMBER

11-1
AM    PM

Marie Sandvik Center
Thursday, November 22, 2018
FREE! Wonderful food, great
music. Come as you are.

Kids’ Bible Club - is on Saturdays,
10am-12pm. Kids in K-8th grades are  

welcome to attend. Lunch and transportation
provided free. Call for more information.

FOR ADULTS: After a chapel service, guests may receive a
hot meal, clothing, hygiene products and a blanket. (See below.)

WELNA
HARDWARE

• KEYS MADE 
• LOCKS RE-KEYED
• 5 GALLON PAINT
• EXCELLENT PRICES 
• RUG DOCTOR RENTAL
• �TRAILERS FOR RENT– 

OPEN AND ONE ENCLOSED
• �EXPERT WINDOW/SCREEN REPAIR

2201 East Franklin	 612-332-4393
2438 Bloomington	 612-729-3526

Thank you

Years of 
advertising!

43

Lake Street and 10th Ave S | Minneapolis

Experience a world tour of tastes, arts  
and crafts at our public market.

MIDTownglobalmarket.org

City staff are looking at several 
temporary structure options for the 
center, including trailers. Demolition 
work is underway to prepare the site. 
The center — the first of its kind 
in Minneapolis — will be modeled 
after similar concepts in other cities, 
including Seattle, San Diego and 
San Francisco. They are designed to 
offer short-term, low barrier access 
to shelter and support services.

It has been agreed that Simpson 
Housing Services will coordinate the 
housing and services at the nearby 
site owned by Red Lake Nation in 
cooperation with Tribe and commu-

nity partners. 
The City has been working with 

tribal, community and government 
partners for several weeks on a 
response to the homeless encamp-
ment located along a sound wall on 
the east side of Highway 55 near the 
Little Earth community. In addition 
to working on the development of 
the temporary Navigation Center, the 
City and its partners have been coor-
dinating ongoing outreach efforts at 
the encampment focused on connect-
ing people to healthcare, emergency 
shelter and other supportive services.

Encampment funded From page 1

These links to Watching the Hawks by Tyrel Ventura, Tabatha Wallace, 
and Shaun Stone are recommended for an in depth view of the Franklin/
Hiawatha Encampment.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wzrmg3KSwDU&fbclid=IwAR0YnsC
iP5Lbqiw9-htqm9ScIa4JIcePXj0jgxOqcmeVoR3S6zzJhnpYyzU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u-bj5U3zwLA&fbclid=IwAR2oRLHt
GSuC3oJp-a0Q6Tl480RA0ZkJaJnH1Ivc8ZVLx2Xkd6kL2i_kheA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SNoT4ss-L4E&fbclid=IwAR3nQ05Qc
hyjad72WpYsmFFW08CNk1TX3rfebFrYCbWj6g2f_iaWslbpxIE  

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/oct/19/native-american-
homeless-heroin-minneapolis?fbclid=IwAR3nQ05Qchyjad72WpYsmFFW
08CNk1TX3rfebFrYCbWj6g2f_iaWslbpxIE

alleynews.org • November 2018  ... It’s a sort of splendid torch which I’ve got to hold up for the moment and I want to make burn as brightly as possible before 
handing it on to future generations. “ - George Bernard Shaw, Irish playwright, critic, polemicist and political activist 7



ity bond paper, bounded in volumes and made available at the 
Central and Franklin Libraries. 

Social media and electronic sites have only begun to be 
employed with website archives, Facebook, and Twitter. 
Currently, the paper is 8-12 pages each month. Earlier in the 
history of The Alley, it was most often 20-24 pages. 

We have also always enjoyed including special features and 
inserts. These have included a 12-page insert in November 2000 
about childhood lead poisoning, a special issue on redlining, and 
regular Phoenix of Phillips inserts in the last several years, etc. 
In this issue, there is a 4-page insert documenting the 10 years 
of the Backyard Initiative that was written and produced because 
a couple of Alley leaders have been key members of the BYI. 

WHERE HAS THE MONEY COME FROM TO KEEP THE ALLEY 
NEWSPAPER GOING? 

Finances have relied on a mix of advertising revenue, dona-
tions, workplace giving organization, grants, recently space sold 
at a discount for “camera-ready” news and announcements about 
the community. Currently, 4 neighborhood organizations and the 
Backyard Initiative each financially contribute to The Alley and 
provide regular content. We are hoping to expand that concept 
to other community organizations. 

WHEN DID THE CURRENT “INTERIM EDITOR” ROLE BEGIN AND WHY?

By 1999, the organization had barely survived an “Outsourcing 
Experiment”. A for-profit organization was publishing The 
Alley Newspaper and managing the business side of things. The 
relationship soured and there was an abrupt separation. Alley 
Communications was left with little money, the advertising base 
was hijacked, and a few volunteers had to struggle for years to 
reclaim many of our documents as well as trying to figure out 
how to get a newspaper out each month. It was difficult to retain 
an editor with very little stable funding and a fragile infrastructure. 

Harvey Winje was on the Board of Alley Communications, 
stepped in as a volunteer Interim Editor in 2004, and resigned 
his board position. 

Finally, with the help of the existing Board, Transition 
Team and other stakeholders, this “interim period” will be 
ending with the November 2018 issue of The Alley.  The sin-
cere hope is both the infrastructure of Alley Communications 
and The Alley Newspaper will be sustained. 

THE ALLEY 
NEWSPAPER 
WITHIN THE CONTEXT 
OF COMMUNITY 
JOURNALISM
At the “Emerging Mind of Community 
Journalism” conference in Anniston, 
Ala., in 2006, participants created a list 
characterizing community journalism: 
community journalism is intimate, 
caring, and personal; it reflects the 
community and tells its stories; and it 

embraces a leadership role.

“If you want more of a 
definition, I’m afraid it’s like 
when someone asked Louie 
Armstrong for a definition of 
jazz. The great Satchmo is 
reputed to have replied 
something like this: ‘Man, if you 
have to ask,it won’t do me any 
good to try to explain.’  You know 
community journalism when 
you see it; it is the heartbeat  of 
American journalism, journalism 
in its natural state.” 
–Jock Lauterer*

Alley Communications, Inc. (revised 1999)
“The Mission of Alley Communications will be  
to facilitate culture, and creativity in the Phillips Community 

through publications, research, public forums, classes, 
workshops, artistic presentations, the Internet, and other means.”

The Alley’s 43-year path From page 1

*Jock Lauterer is the founding direc-
tor of the Carolina Community Media 
Project dedicated to the proposition 
that great community media help 
build, strengthen and nurture great 
communities.

What’s next 
for The Alley?

Read the details of the continuing 
changes and exciting developments in 
the December/January issue of The Alley, 
to be published mid-December.

MIGIZI new building
BY KELLY DRUMMER, MIGIZI EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

MIGIZI Communications pur-
chased a new building this summer 
and has designed plans to house all 
of its programs Native Academy, 
Sacred Visions, Native Youth 
Futures, First Person Productions 
and Green Jobs Pathway; at 3017 
27th Av. So. Between Gandhi 
Mahal Restaurant, 27th Ave Café, 
and the U. S. Post Office. Our 
goal is to complete the $500,000 

left to raise for the build out and 
renovations by late Fall. Please 
help spread the news about our 
new space!

The new building at 3017 27th Ave. South.

MPRB Commissioners set a 
moratorium Oct. 17, 2018 on the 
use of glyphosate in all MPRB land 
and water resource management 
activities by Park Staff, consultants 
and contractors beginning January 
1st 2019.

The resolution also establish-
es a 15-member Technical and 
Community Advisory Committee 
to research viable alternatives to 
using glyphosate and other toxic 
pesticides throughout the park 
system and assist and advise the 
MPRB in transitioning towards 
pesticide-free resource manage-
ment alternatives. The committee 
will be 9 community members (one 
by each commissioner) and 6 tech-

nical experts (by the Ass’t. Supt. 
of Environmental Stewardship); all 
for a 2-year term.

 It will present an initial report to 
the MPRB April 3, 2019 including 
initial recommended practices and 
potential modifications to MPRB’s 
Integrated Pest Management 
Plan and for the Ass’t Supt.of 
Environmental Stewardship to con-
tinue to make annual reports rec-
ommending alternative practices 
for chemical pesticide use.. 

Since 2000, the MPRB has had 
a policy concerning the use of pes-
ticides and herbicides within the 
park system (periodically reviewed 
and updated) and worked for years 
to minimize the use of pesticides 

and herbicides by using alterna-
tives such as biological controls, 
goat grazing and experiments with 
organic pesticides.

 In 2016, the Board eliminat-
ed the use of glyphosate in all 
neighborhood parks throughout 
the system, excluding projects that 
were currently underway. This 
resolution expands on that effort.
The MPRB manages 6,800+ acres-
-water, trails, parkways and open 
spaces. Most of the acreage is park-
land and includes neighborhood 
parks and recreation centers, play-
grounds, multiuse athletic fields, 
open lawns, picnic areas and golf 
courses.

MPRB passes glyphosate use moratorium 
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An Interim Board has formed 
to guide the organization 
through these new waters for 

the next 6 months. However, we 
still need YOU, especially if you can 
help us represent one of the many 
cultural voices. Email Cathy at 
cstrobel11@gmail.com

We are reinvigorating an Editorial 
Board, as required by our Bylaws. 
Do you love newspapers and 
wish you could have something 

to say about what news that is covered? 
Do you wish The Alley could do a better 
job of reporting the news of the Phillips 
Community? Are there cultural voices 
missing within the pages of The Alley? Do 
you have ideas for stories? We need YOU 
to join the Editorial Board. 
Email Cathy at cstrobel11@gmail.com

This month’s issue of The Alley 
Newspaper is the final one for 
Harvey Winje as the Interim 
Editor of 14 years! We are grate-

ful to have the assistance of Tesha M. 
Christensen this month as she learns the 
ropes and works with the Interim Board 
to assume some of the responsibilities 
of sustaining The Alley Newspaper. Fun 
Fact!—Tesha’s first newspaper byline 
appeared in The Alley in September  of 
1997!


