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Navigating the New Normal in Extraordinary Times
By: Mike Huffman, Executive Director
It wasn’t long ago I let myself begin feeling optimistic about where we were headed with COVID
in our settings at Our Saviour’s Community Services. We upgraded ventilation in our shelter,
deconcentrated our housing and shelter spaces, and even had several vaccine and booster clinics by
late December. Fast forward just a few weeks, and we are now amid the worst outbreak in our
shelter, seeing close to a 50% positivity rate. To ensure resident safety while some staff are out, other
staff are working more hours than should be expected.
With not enough isolation shelter spaces for COVID positive guests, our shelter and every other
shelter serving single adults in Hennepin County have struggled to navigate another new pandemic
milestone – working with known positive clients. In a recent call with state public health officials,
they shared that 30 shelter or supportive housing programs have active outbreaks. These outbreaks
impact programs operating in eight of Minnesota’s 10 continuum of care regions. In the last 30 days,
232 cases affecting 55 different shelter or supportive housing facilities have been identified.
We expect shelters will have to decide how to balance the risk of continually bringing in new
individuals and exposing more of our most vulnerable neighbors to COVID, and the knowledge that
there are not enough beds to meet the full need for those who stay outside or in places not meant for
human habitation. Let us also acknowledge the fact that the type of congregate shelter offered is often
not a good fit for every individual who needs it.
The way providers and the public think about homelessness as a public health issue continues to
morph, just like COVID with each new variant. While the specific challenges we face today are
unique, they only shine a spotlight on what we have long known: We must continue to push for more
resources to address the housing crisis locally and across the state. If you want to learn more about
the affordable housing needs in Minnesota, check out https://nlihc.org/housing-needs-bystate/minnesota.
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New Market at Franklin-Chicago
By: Steve Dreyer
Almadina Market is a new
option for shopping at the busy
Franklin- Chicago intersection.
The store at 811 E. Franklin is 2
blocks down from the Almadina
Halal Grocery at 10th and E.
Franklin. Almadina, by the way,
means "The City" in Arabic. The
former storage garage for
Carlson Printing was extensively
remodeled last year and is now a specious, well-designed, comfortable
grocery store. It offers a variety of basic East African, Middle Eastern, Latin
and U.S. grocery goods to its customers. The setback space offers accessible
off-street parking and is a welcome neighbor to the Franklin-Chicago
intersection.

Minneapolis' New Response to 911 Calls
By: Kali Pliego, Crime Prevention Specialist

On December 13, 2021, in a pilot program by the City of Minneapolis for
Behavioral Crisis Response (BCR), employees from Canopy Roots began
responding to incidents of non-violent mental health crisis. All crisis
responders are mental health practitioners or professionals.
When on duty, these units will be responding to 911 calls involving
community members with mental health challenges. The calls for service will
Graffiti - Crime or Art? - By: Steve Dreyer
be routed to the BCR teams when appropriate, per protocol. They do not have
At one time graffiti was something that caused a lot
their own crisis line. The BCR teams will be equipped with portable radios.
of emotion. Now it has become so common in our
They will be assigned calls by dispatch.
neighborhood that it is almost taken for granted.
BCR Teams will be responding in vans marked with the City of
Minneapolis has acknowledged that they can't keep up
Minneapolis
and Canopy Roots logo. They will be dressed in casual uniform
with it by offering neighborhoods, organizations, and
with identifying insignia, “Behavioral Crisis Response”
volunteers free supplies to eradicate it from public
BCR teams can transport individuals on a voluntary basis only. They will
property.
not transport individuals who are placed on a transportation hold (this is
In the past few months graffiti has sadly appeared at
handled by EMS).
a place that shows how far apart our society is in 2021Note- per protocol, an officer must be dispatched to incidents involving
22. At E. 18th St. and 16th Avenue South is a retaining
persons in crisis who are believed to be mentally ill or developmentally
wall that was long a graffiti target for rival gangs. In
disabled in the following situations:
2008 the Ventura Village Neighborhood Association helped sponsor a 40 foot mural that covered that
Firearms(s) or access to firearm(s) involved
wall. Bob Albee in an article in the September 2008 Alley described how it came about:
Weapons(s) currently in their possession or threatening the use of
The mural was designed and painted by Ojibwe artist Lisa Brown. Lisa was a former Minneapolis
weapon(s)
College of Art and Design student who worked at the Minneapolis American Indian Center in the
Physical violence has occurred or threats of physical violence toward
1990's. The mural honored the memory of Angie Whitebird, a young Bad River tribal member who
others
was the victim of a serial killer very near where the mural is located. Lisa spoke with family members
When injury has taken place that is life threatening (example: someone
and received their permission to honor Angie's memory with this painting. They were present when
has ingested pills, taken more than prescribed medication, alcohol, etc.)
the mural was blessed at a ceremony in August of 2008 by the Red Lake Nation and several
Situations involving physical intervention to secure safety, i.e. someone
neighborhood groups.
on a bridge or ledge
The neighborhood association wrote 2 grants to secure the funds to pay for the mural. The
If a BCR team in on-site and determines that the scene is unsafe
Minnesota Indian Women's Resource Center and Joe Selvaggio, former head of PPL also supported
the project. The mural itself is a scene depicting a traditional Ojibwe drum group surrounded by
If MPD may request a BCR team to respond to their call. BCR teams will
jingle dress dancers and elder women preparing a feast..
defer to responding officers’ instructions upon arrival.
For 13 years the mural served its purpose - the site was respected and left alone. But now in the
MPD, MFD, or EMS may request BCR response as a resource when:
past several months the mural has been defaced with graffiti. Graffiti on a plain public spot is
The scene is secure, and a community member needs mental health
numbing - graffiti on a place with a public purpose is disturbing.
support
3rd Precinct Welcomes a New Inspector
A crime victim needs mental health support
By: Kali Pliego, Crime Prevention Specialist
Medical issues have been addressed onsite and a community member
needs further mental health support
Beginning January 30, 2022, Minneapolis’ 3rd Precinct welcomes our new Inspector, Jose (Frank)
A community member with known mental illness is in need of deGomez. Inspector Gomez was promoted from his previous position as the Middlewatch Lieutenant
escalation or mental health support, and a non-police presence is preferred
for the 3rd Precinct. He joined the department as a patrol officer in 1994, where he served in the 5th
and 2nd Precincts. As a Sergeant, he worked as a patrol supervisor, Internal Affairs investigator, FBI
Safe Streets Violent Task Force supervisor, and the Community Engagement Team. In 2020, Gomez
was promoted to Lieutenant where he started out his assignment in Juvenile outreach and ended up in
the 3rd precinct as the “Mids” Lieutenant.
Inspector Gomez said Community Engagement and Juvenile Outreach assignments have been the
most rewarding. “They gave me the opportunity to develop partnerships with businesses and the
community... to engage with the community and develop trust.”
“I’m truly honored and can’t wait to continue building trust and making new
friendships/partnerships in the community. We cannot do this alone, and hopefully together we make
Minneapolis a safe place for all,” Inspector Gomez said when asked for his reaction to becoming the
3rd Precinct commander. Join me in welcoming Inspector Gomez!

Ventura Village Neighborhood News!

At our January 12th Board of Directors meeting Melanie Majors was
elected Chair, Elizabeth Ihde Vice-Chair, Steve Dreyer Secretary, and Ray
Peterson Treasurer for the 2022 year.
Our next general membership meeting will be Wednesday, February 9th, in
person at ICCM Life Center, 1812 Park Avenue, or via Zoom by calling or
emailing us before the meeting. The meeting will start at 7:00 PM.
February is Black History Month and KRSM, our local neighborhood radio
station, will have some special programming celebrating that. Listen for
more details at 98.9 FM.

