
Background by Steve Dreyer
     The Mashkiikii Gitigan began in 2011 as a project of the 24th Street Urban Farm Coalition. The Coalition's
intent was to grow healthy food locally for residents, and to create the culture and practice of healthy food
production close to home. The Coalition member organizations at that time included the Indian Health Board,
the Women's Environmental Institute, Ventura Village Neighborhood Association, Waite House, Indigenous
People's Task Force, Native American Community Clinic, and Dream of Wild Health. Growing started at a site
next to the current garden. The present garden began being used in 2012 after 2 years of soil remediation and
improvement. This will be the 12th season of the garden continuing to benefit the neighborhood.

     Mashkiikii Gitigan is an educational garden that seeks to highlight the cultural importance of plants to the
many communities that live in the Phillips neighborhood, including those Indigenous to the Northern Midwest,
the East African community, and the Hispanic community.
     Our mission is to promote Indigenous foodways education by creating learning opportunities around
gardening, native plants and their cultural importance, and Indigenous understandings of the land. Mashkiikii
Gitigan (meaning “medicine garden” in Anishinaabe) is a collaboration of NĀTIFS and the Indian Health Board.
     This year we are hoping to add over 40 native herbs and vegetables, along with plants that are important to
East African and Mexican culinary traditions, like the Ethiopian Brown pepper used in berbere, and Cempasuchil
which is used and associated with Day of the Dead.
     Garden Manager Louis Stein is already working diligently to prepare for the growing season, cold stratifying
seeds in our coolers and planning out the garden space. Louis is originally from Massachusets, and has been in
Minnesota for the last six years. He has a background in flower farming and Western agriculture, as well as film
studies. This means in the off season he also spends time doing video and media work with NĀTIFS!
     This summer, we plan on having community days at the garden on Thursdays for harvesting food, picking up
vegetables to take home, volunteering in the garden, or just to hang out and talk with Louis, other volunteers, and
community members. These community days will start near the end of June. More information will be posted on
the NĀTIFS social media.
     We are also hoping to create educational opportunities such as plant tours, gardening classes, and guest talks.
Right now, those will likely not be ready until mid-season. Look for more information on those around mid-July.
     These educational opportunities as well as the open nature of our garden ties into our mission here at NĀTIFS
and the Indigenous Food Lab — to promote Indigenous foodways education and facilitate Indigenous food
access.
     The NĀTIFS team is looking forward to a great summer and growing season. If you are ever stopping by
Maskiikii Gitigan and see Louis in the garden, don’t hesitate to say hello!

Our next General Membership meeting will be Wednesday, May
11th at 7 PM in person at ICCM Life Center, 1812 Park Avenue
and online via Zoom. Visit our website for the agenda and info
on the following:

Tools and supplies for your yard and garden work.
Supplies for removing graffiti and picking up trash.
If you're looking for a free space to plant your own garden
this season we can help with that also.

You're invited to help us fill in the planters on Franklin Avenue.
Join us Saturday, May 21st from 10 AM till about noon at Mary
Watson's backyard, 1815 13th Avenue South. We'll have all the
flowers ready to go. You're welcome to bring a wagon,
wheelbarrow, or trowel, but we'll have plenty there to use if you
don't have any. Come and meet your neighbors!
Have questions about the Police Department or want to learn
more? The 3rd Precinct Advisory Council (3-PAC) meets
monthly at the Corcoran Park Building, 3334 20th Avenue
South. The May meeting will be Monday, May 9th at 6:30 PM.
Whether you're for or against the MPD this is a good
opportunity to voice your views and learn more about the issues
of safety in our neighborhood.
The PPL Career Center at 1021 E. Franklin is now open on a
limited basis. For services and workshops contact PPL at
ccintakes@pplinc.org.

     Meet the Park and Recreation Board Youthline workers in Upper
South! Youthline is a year-round program for ages 12-16, that
provides mentorship, leadership development, life skills learning,
health and wellness education, outdoor adventure opportunities, and
recreation programs at participating recreation centers.
     Sahur (Soso) Alibarre is at Peavey Park. Soso has worked for the
park board since she was a teenager. She is currently at Peavey on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday evenings doing activates with kids. 
She also hosts open gym at East Phillips on Tuesday and Thursday.
During the summer she will be running games and activities on the
patio.

We will contact you to ask for video if we need it for our
investigation.
We can't access your camera. We simply know where your
camera is, which is helpful if a crime happens nearby.
Registration is free and does not require any hardware or a
subscription.
You set up a personal password-protected profile. You can sign
on and edit or delete your information at any time.

     Does your home or business have cameras for security? The City
of Minneapolis Police Department recommends that private security
cameras be registered to fight crime. The registration process is
secure, quick, and free. The following information is from the
Camera Registration page of the city website.
     When a crime happens, the camera registry program helps police
quickly locate the nearest cameras. If you choose to register your
camera:

To register your cameras, start at the city website:
www.minneapolismn.gov. Search “register camera” and click on
the top search result “Minneapolis Security Camera Registration”.
Click the link in the “How to Register” tab and create a secure,
password protected, account.
     For businesses wanting to go a step further by providing access
to live camera feeds, contact the city’s vendor, FUSUS, at 770-573-
9400, or contact me at kali.pliego@minneapolismn.gov for more
information.
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED LANGUAGE FOR
VENTURA VILLAGE

Neighborhood Revitalization Plan 
Phase II

     This following proposed wording change will allow Ventura
Village to expand the use of funds that were previously only
contracted for Off-duty Police, to be used for peace keeping and
crime prevention strategies. This wording change will be voted on
at the May 11, 2022 General Membership Meeting at 7 pm at ICCM
Life Center, 1812 Park Ave S.
 "Continue to hire off-duty police to police high crime areas of
Ventura Village and to create and support strategies and
coalitions with residents and neighborhood partners to reduce
crime, to improve public safety and to maintain peace."

Register Your Home or Business Camera with the City
By: Kali Pliego - Crime Prevention Specialist

Youthline Workers
By: Courtney Gillman, Youth Program Specialist

Ventura Village Neighborhood News

Pictured: Youthline Staff:
 - Henry, Soso, Courtney & Sarah

Mashkiikii Gitigan
12th Season of Being a Center of the Neighborhood

By: Em Matson, Communications Manager for NĀTIFS!
     Mashkiikii Gitigan is an educational garden that seeks to highlight the
cultural importance of plants to the many communities that live in the Phillips
neighborhood, including those Indigenous to the Northern Midwest, the East
African community, and the Hispanic community. 

     Courtney Gillman is at East Phillips Park. She currently cooks with kids on Mondays, does homework help
and games on Wednesdays and takes kids swimming on Fridays. This summer she is to facilitates various
programs including Art & Movies on Mondays at Phillips Community Center, Camping in the City on
Wednesdays at East Phillips, and Girls On The Go on Thursdays at East Phillips.
     Henry Huber will be working at Elliot Park. Henry has been with the Park Board for 6 years. His current
programs at Elliot include Video Game Club Wednesdays and Fridays and Homework Help: Monday-
Thursdays. This summer he is excited for Outdoor Games on Patio: Monday-Friday and Chess Games:
Monday-Tuesday & Thursday Friday.
     Sarah Chelstrom will be at Stewart Park and has been a Youthline worker for 6 years. At Stewart Park she is
running the programs Arts and Crafts-Working with Wood on Tuesdays and will be starting Outdoor Art at the
Park soon! This summer she will be biking at various parks throughout the week and gardening with teens at
Stewart Park.
     All the Youthline staff take youth swimming at the Phillips Community Center on Friday's and will
continue to do so this summer. 
     You can get more information on the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board website or call the parks for
more information. You can also email Courtney at CGillman@minneapolisparks.org.
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