
The Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church Mindekirken celebrated its 100th
anniversary this past year. Other churches in Ventura Village have been here even
longer and have celebrated special anniversaries. They are a reminder that Ventura
Village has always been a neighborhood of immigrants - of people working
together making beginnings, changes, and adding to our city. Our businesses and
organizations reflect this also. Ask longtime residents about Kaplan's on Franklin
Avenue. This is continuing today and our new immigrants should be supported and
encouraged as they enrich our neighborhood. And of course this part of Minnesota
was the Land of the Dakota before any immigrants came here and the leadership
and investment of our Native people and groups have helped make this
neighborhood unique.
Norway House's Gingerbread Wonderland 2022 began on November 22nd and will
continue till January 8th,2023. This is also a winter celebration throughout Norway.
The world's largest annual Gingerbread City is in Bergen, Norway with more than
2000 structures.

 Form a “Snow Angels” crew and help dig out cars stuck in snowbanks
 Build snow forts in front yards and have a Snowball War/Party
 Use Community Garden spaces to create large snow sculptures
 Light up your block with Holiday string lights in trees/bushes
 (safe) Bonfires!
 Take care of elderly neighbors—do they need a grocery delivery?
 Winter book club for your block club

     Snow and freezing cold temperatures make us all want to cuddle up inside under a pile
of blankets, wearing fuzzy socks and sipping hot cocoa. While that’s a lovely fantasy, the
reality of Minnesota winter is that we need each other’s help, company, and conversation
to get through it. Have you considered how you could encourage relationship building and
bonding with your block neighbors over the winter months? Here are some fun ideas to get
your creativity pumping. Consider taking photos of your block activities and sharing them
with The Alley.

Maintained 24/7 shelter operations
Launched and then extended the medical respite program within the shelter
Added beginner classes at the English Learning Center
Offered hybrid learning along with online and in-person classes
Strengthened our organization by increasing administrative capacity and offering new
benefits to staff members

     In 2022, we continued efforts to keep our students, residents, and guests safe from
COVID-19 while providing services with community and connection in mind. This year,
we:

Thank you for a great year! Together, we’ll continue our mission of increasing skills and
improving lives.
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Our Saviour’s Community Services - A Year in Review
By: Kala Hotakainen

     Garden season is wrapping up at Mashkiikii Gitigan and here at NĀTIFS we are
already planning for next year - but not without looking back at some of our successes
from this year! This season, we grew and distributed over 475 pounds of fresh produce to
our neighbors. The most impressive performing crop this year was our cucumbers, of
which we grew over 150 pounds. We had a very wide selection of food for folks to
choose from - 29 different herbs, veggies, and wild edible plants.
     In the spring, we added 23 new native plant species to the garden, including
chokecherry trees, red-osier dogwoods (also known as red willow), and three species of
milkweeds. They spent a lot of this year growing their roots and becoming well
established, so we hope to see a lot of new growth and higher yields of native medicines
next year.
     During our weekly produce giveaways, which happened every Thursday from August
through October, we got to meet lots of new faces, and averaged 15 visitors a week. We
loved getting to meet everyone who came by, and think that our visitors enjoyed it too -
all of the produce was free, and everyone could take as much as they wanted.
     We are now planning educational programs for next season. One recurring program
we are very excited about is a “garden to table” series that will teach students how to
grow, harvest, and cook their own vegetables. I (the Garden Manager) will team up with
one of the chefs at NĀTIFS’s Indigenous Food Lab (based at the Midtown Global
Market) and together teach a class that takes students through the whole food system -
from garden to table. Along with in-person classes, we hope to make accompanying
videos for this program series. Other opportunities include a gardening 101 class, garden
tours, and classes from special guests! We are looking forward to seeing you next year at
Mashkiikii Gitigan.
     Want to get in touch with us about the garden? Contact louis.s@NATIFS.org to stay
in touch.
     Is there a plant that you’d like us to grow in the garden next year? Fill out this form at:
https://rb.gy/q8wsib. 

2022 Chicago Avenue Garden Put to Bed 
By: Steve Dreyer

Ventura Village Neighborhood News

 Winter Block Club Activity Ideas
By: Kali Pliego, Crime Prevention Specialist

     Drop-in Discovery Programs involve meeting with Elle, our park board naturalist,
weekly and exploring the wildlife and environment around the park. Each week offers a
different option for nature exploring with different opportunities such as meeting live
animals, learning about trees, creating nature crafts, and so much more! There is no need to
register, and all ages are welcome. Programming is currently 6-7pm on Thursdays at
Phillips Community Center and 6-7p on Fridays at East Phillips Park! 
     Two special naturalist events this fall include two

Fall and Winter Neighborhood Naturalist programming in the
Phillips neighborhood continues!

By: Elle Hechter, Neighborhood Naturalist

     This past summer the Our Saviour's Community Garden on Chicago Avenue added
infrastructure. We built 6 new raised beds, benches, and new signage. Our perennial
shrubs and trees were fruitful, and much of our produce was given to the Waite House
food shelf. We're looking forward to next season and invite you to join us.

Mashkiikii Looking Forward to 2023 Season
By: Louis Stein

woodworking events with Elpis Enterprises. Elpis
Enterprises is a Saint Paul-based 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization that provides job training, work experience
and employment assistance for young people between ages
16 and 23 years of age who are experiencing
homelessness. Come build a free bird suet feeder and take
it home with you! All materials are provided (while
supplies last), and all ages welcome (kids 5 years old or
younger need adult assistance). The first event is 6-7p on
December 8th at Phillips Community Center, and the
second event is 6-7p on December 16th at East Phillips
Park. I hope to see you there!

Our last membership meeting of 2022 will be Wednesday, December 14th at 7 PM.
We'll meet in person at the ICCM Life Center, 1812 Park Avenue and online via
Zoom. Business will include introducing new Board members, reports from Kali
Pliego, our CPS officer, and Jamal Osman, our 6th Ward councilman. We'll be
reviewing 2022 and looking ahead to 2023.
Almost 200 people enjoyed Waite House's annual Harvest Festival in spite of the
snowy conditions on November 17th. The event was cancelled the last 2 years
because of the pandemic. Chef Jose Llangari and his kitchen staff (pictured below)
prepared barbecued buffalo ribs, lamb, roasted brussel sprouts and cheesecake with
mango sauce. Andrea Pierre from KRSM provided background entertainment.

https://rb.gy/q8wsib

