
By HARRY LEEDS, RN

After intense negotiations, 
Minnesota nurses at metro and 
Twin Ports hospitals, includ-
ing Abbott Northwestern, have 
reached a settlement that will 
improve working conditions 
for nurses and, in turn, benefit 
the patients they serve.

The strike was sparked by 
nurses’ concerns about staffing 
levels and safety that they said 

were putting patients at risk. 
Allina Health, a hospital sys-
tem at the center of the dispute, 
initially refused to budge on 
these issues, leading the nurs-
es to strike for three days in 
September. They threatened to 
strike again from December 11th 
through December 31st.

This comes at a time when the 
“tripledemic” of RSV, influenza, 
and COVID are filling hospitals 

to the brim. It seems the threat 
of losing the skilled, dedicated 
nurses that staff Minnesota hos-
pitals forced leadership to face 
the staffing issues that have been 
harming patients.

The agreement includes a 
commitment from most hos-
pitals to work with nurses to 
improve staffing levels, espe-
cially as poor staffing levels 
could cause harm to patients. 

Minnesota Nurses Strike Settlement Is a Win for Patients
Nurses are on the front lines 

of healthcare, and when they are 
overworked and understaffed, 
it directly impacts the quality 
of care that patients receive. 
This union has forced corporate 
hospitals to grapple with the 
impacts their business-approach 
to healthcare is having on an 
evolving disease landscape.

Additionally, the settlement 
serves as a reminder of the 

power of organized labor. The 
nurses’ union was instrumen-
tal in negotiating the deal, and 
their solidarity and determina-
tion were key to its success. In 
an era when unions are under 
attack and worker rights are 
being eroded, the Minnesota 
nurses strike settlement is 
a much-needed victory for 
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“Why do I contribute my 
time? Well, with fundamental 
transformation in mind, let it 

be said: our developing multi-
racial/multi-national community 

resides at or near the center of 
the universe.”

Peter Molenaar, Raise Your Voice
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At 7:30 AM on Thursday 
December 15, with 120 listening 
in, lawyers for the East Phillips 
Neighborhood Institute (EPNI), 
and the City of Minneapolis pre-
sented their cases at a hearing in 
Hennepin County District Court 
before Judge Edward Wahl. Oral 
arguments against demolition of 
the 5.3 acre Roof Depot building 
were presented by a three lawyer 
team led by Elizabeth Royal, 
who was joined by Jessica 
Blome, and Miles Ringsred.

Mark Breslin from the City 
Attorney’s Office, supported by 
our tax dollars, argued for the 
City. He argued that there was 
no risk to the community from 
demolition of the Roof Depot, 
and that an expanded mainte-
nance yard posed no significant 
increase of pollution, and would 

Continued on page 11...
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Continued on page 8...

FIND THE PHOENIX 
OF PHILLIPS 
INSIDE!

bring only benefits. 
The community lawyers 

argued that what is needed 
is an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS), which would 
look at the existing cumulative 
levels of pollution, then evaluate 
the city’s plan, which would in 
part increase diesel traffic, there-
by increasing health disparities 
such as asthma, cancer and heart 
disease, in our community.

A ruling is expected in 
January. The judge will either 
grant an injunction to delay the 
demolition, or deny the request 
for an injunction, thereby clear-
ing the way for demolition in 
February.

If an injunction is granted, 
the judge will set a bond amount 
that EPNI would have to post 
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Court Hearing Held to Halt Demolition 
of Roof Depot Building
Ruling Expected in January

By JOSEPH GRØDAHL, Director of Programs 
and Events Norway House

This past October, Norway 
House welcomed 1,200 visitors 
and supporters, as well as Her 
Majesty Queen Sonja of Norway, 
to its East Franklin Avenue 
location for a Grand Opening 
dedication ceremony on a new 
18,000-square-foot addition, 
including a new Innovation + 
Culture Center. Norway House, 
with its mission to connect the 
United States with contemporary 
Norway through arts, business, 
and culture, has built the new 
center to be a welcoming place 
for all, with space for receptions, 
conferences, and meetings.

The Sundet Family Aula 
(Hall) in the Innovation + 
Culture Center is an open, airy 
space with plenty of natural light 
painted in a soothing sky blue 
that complements the indigo 
blue that has become the sig-
nature color of Norway House. 
The oversized funky flower light 
fixtures in the main entrance 
hallway create a very warm and 
inviting feeling.

Water is a predominant theme 
with the Innovation + Culture 
Center, architecturally designed 
with an iconic “floating roof” 
supported by slender steel col-
umns that extend up through 
round openings above the roof 

Norway House: A new 
place for gathering and a 
new landmark

6

4

5

8

By STEVE SANDBERG and H. LYNN ADELSMAN

 Elizabeth Royal, attorney for EPNI, addresses the crowd following Dec.15th hearing at Hennepin 
County District Court.

Clad in wood, the new pedestrian-friendly Franklin Avenue entrance to 
Norway House was designed to be reminiscent of a Norwegian stave 
church. For the October Grand Opening, visitors lined the red carpet 

leading up to it, hoping to get a glance of Queen Sonja.

COPPERSMITH PHOTOGRAPHY

TERRY MCDANIEL



“I do this because I like having a way 
to connect with my neighbors on the 

Southside on a regular basis, so that we 
can partner together as Minneapolis 
neighbors. Too often we are put into 
silos, and we need to see that what 

impacts one part of the City, impacts us 
all. I wish we all had a way to connect 
with our region of neighborhoods like 
The Alley allows. Thank you to all the 
volunteers at The Alley who make this 

possible month after month!”

Michelle Shaw, Edible Boulevards
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CALL FOR 
SUBMISSIONS

Is there 
something 
going on in 
Phillips that 
should be 
noted in the 

alley? 

Let us know 
all about it by 
sending your 

sentences 
and/or 

photographs 
to: 

copydesk@
alleynews.org

Tales from 
Pioneers and Soldiers 

Memorial Cemetery
By SUE HUNTER WEIR

206th in a Series

Alley Communications IS 
connecting neighbors, promoting 

art and culture, advocating for 
issues, building health community, 

facilitating deliberation, lifting every 
voice, documenting history, agi-

tating for change, giving truth and 
democracy a jog forward. 

Guided and Informed by:  
Phillips residents

Governed by Directors: Cathy Strobel-
Ayres, Steve Dreyer, Susan Gust, Lee 

Leichentrit, John Charles Wilson

Operated by Editorial Leadership 
Team: Lindsey Fenner, Laura Hulscher, 

Mary Ellen Kaluza, Carz Nelson, and 
Harvey Winje

Managed by: Sonya Ewert

Facilitated by: Graphic Designer and 
Layout Coordinator, Mattie Wong

Page Coordinators: Steve Dreyer and 
Daniel Dorff, VV News; EPIC News; Sunny 
Sevigny, MPNA News; J Randolph, PWNO; 
Roberta Barnes and Susan Ann Gust, Back 
Page. Social Media: Lindsey Fenner, Jessie 

Merriam, Susan Gust

January Contributors to the alley: 
H. Lynn Adelsman, American Swedish 
Institute, Roberta Barnes, Shelia Bland, 

Cultural Wellness Center and CWC 
Health Hub, Steve Dreyer,, Lindsey 

Fenner, Joseph Grødahl, Susan Gust, 
Linnea Hadaway, Patrick Cabello Hansel, 

Ben Heath, Heart of the Beast Puppet 
and Mask Theatre, Hennepin County 

Libraries and Covid-19 Response, 
Hinterhands Puppet Company, Dwight 

Hobbes, Laura Hulscher, Sue Hunter 
Weir, Journalism of Color, Mary Ellen 

Kaluza, Harry Leeds, Bruce Magnuson, 
Marti Maltby, Tim McCall, Terry McDaniel, 

Howard McQuitter II, Jessie Merriam, 
Midtown Global Market, Midtown Phillips 

Neighborhood Assoc., Minneapolis 
Edible Boulevards, Peter Molenaar, Dave 

Moore, Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 
Carz Nelson, Norway House, Gretchen 

Pederson, Cirien Saadeh, Steve Sandberg, 
Michelle Shaw.

DONATIONS 
Thank you to neighbors, readers, 
advertisers, subscribers, GiveMN, 
and Community Shares MN dona-
tions. Alley Communications  is a 
Not-for Profit 501C-3; donations 

are tax deductible.

the alley is delivered to every house 
in Phillips by Jeff Matson and to 170 

apartments, businesses, places of wor-
ship, institutions in Phillips and in nine 

adjacent alley radius neighborhoods by 
Peter Molenaar.

Board meetings: 6:30 PM 2nd Tuesday 
by Zoom. Editorial Leadership Team 2nd 

Monday 8:30 -10:00am, 4th Thursday 
6:30-8pm by Zoom.

 
Correspondence becomes the proper-
ty of the alley and may be published.

Journalists’ opinions in the alley and 
social media are not the opinion of Alley 

Communications, et al.

P.O. Box 7006
Mpls., MN 55407

submissions: copydesk@
alleynews.org

ad inquiries: businessmanager@
alleynews.org 

design: design@alleynews.org

The caretaker’s cottage is a 
wonderful place. The two front 
rooms were built in 1871, which 
means it may well be the old-
est existing stone building in 
South Minneapolis outside of 
Fort Snelling. 
The back room 
was built during 
the Great 
D e p r e s s i o n 
by workers 
employed by the 
Works Progress 
Administration, 
a program 
designed by 
Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt to cre-
ate jobs for dis-
placed workers. 

But it’s not 
just the structure 
that’s interest-
ing. The inside 
of the building 
is something 
of a way-back 
machine. There 
are artifacts and 
relics dating back 
in some cases to 
the 1870s. None 
of the items are 
of any great 
monetary value, 
but they capture a piece of 
Minneapolis’ history that might 
otherwise have been lost.

The Layman family, the cem-
etery’s original owners, were 
prodigious recordkeepers. There 
are dozens of ledgers in which 
they recorded the sales of ceme-
tery plots, some for as little as 50 
cents. There are Lot and Block 
cards which show who’s buried 
in every grave (not a small task 
to maintain, given that there 
are currently more than 22,000 
people buried there). There are 
burial permits dating back to the 
1870s, and index cards with the 
names and burial locations of 
not only those who are currently 
buried in the cemetery, but also 
of the 5,000 or so who were 
removed.

There is an old filing cabi-
net that holds correspondence 
between the caretaker and grave 
owners. Most of the letters were 
written in the late 19-teens and 
early 1920’s, the period of time 
when some 5,000 people were 
disinterred and buried else-
where. Some of the letters are 
heartbreaking, detailing a fam-
ily’s inability to relocate their 
loved one, usually due to pov-
erty or poor health. Others are 

from families who stubbornly 
refused to relocate their loved 
ones because they believed that 
“eternal rest” meant precisely 
that.

There is an old safe, 

so heavy that it would take sev-
eral strong people to move it 
a foot. There is a tool cabi-
net filled with old saws and 
shovels that was built by Albert 
Nelson, the cemetery’s caretaker 
from 1928 until to 1953. There 
are 200 or so metal flag hold-
ers that were made during the 
1930s. The small flags that fit 
in the holders were donated by 
American Legion Post One to 
reflect the fact that we are now 
a country with 50 states, not 48. 

There is an odd desk, approx-
imately six feet square with 
knee holes on two sides, so that 
co-workers faced each other.  
It’s so large that it’s a mystery 
how it came through the door. 

The one item that likely has 
some monetary value is a plat 
book that was created during 
the Depression. Its vellum pages 
show the location of every grave, 
and the names of those buried 
in each grave are painstaking-
ly hand-lettered in India ink. 
The graves are hand-tinted: red 
for veterans, brown for remov-
als, and green for graves that 
are currently occupied. The plat 
book in the office is a digitized 
version of the original which 
was removed about 20 years ago 

after the cemetery office was 
vandalized. The book was not 
damaged but was moved to a 
more secure location.

And maybe the best of all 
is the cemetery’s piano. It was 
made in 1894 by the Chicago 
Cable Piano Company and was 
donated to the cemetery in the 
1940s. It was most likely rolled 
outside for Memorial Day ser-
vices and other programs. It is 
in rough shape, some of the 
trim is broken and several of the 
ivory key covers are missing. A 
piano restorer told us that the 
wood is too brittle for it to be 
repaired but it’s still a beautiful 
old thing. At least that’s what 
many of the 90+ seventh-graders 
from Northeast Middle School 
thought when they visited the 
cemetery in October. In their 
thank-you notes, several students 
mentioned that they loved that 
old piano. One student’s take-
away for the day came out of a 
conversation that we had about 
why piano keys are no longer 
made of ivory. He learned, he 
wrote, that piano keys used to 
be made out of elephant tusks. A 
strange thing to remember from 

Artifacts and Curios (and a Piano)

Submissions due the 
15th day of the previous 

month 

Rule of thumb goes, the 
book’s better than the movie. 
Edward Bunker’s The Animal 
Factory (St. Martin’s Minotaur) 
and Franchise Pictures is a 
tossup. Both are brilliant. 
The novel’s narrative is fluid, 
with compelling immediacy. 
Co-screenwriter John Steppling 
teams with Bunker for an inge-
nious adaptation.

Bunker (Education of a 
Felon: A Memoir /St. Martin’s 
Griffin,) made his way from 
the wrong side of the law to 
a career as screenwriter-ac-
tor (Animal Factory, Straight 
Time). He was “Mr. Blue” in 
Quentin Tarantino’s Reservoir 
Dogs. 

The Animal Factory protag-
onist, 20-something, privileged 
Ron Decker is slapped in prison 
so the judge can stand hard on 

white offenders, not just crim-
inals of color. Never mind that 
Decker, no angel for sure, dealt 
weed and coke, but this is his 
first bust. He’s a politically cor-
rect scapegoat. Street spawned, 
veteran of incarceration Earl 
Boen takes him under his wing, 
shows him the ropes. In a hell-
ish environment, they become 
unlikely allies, then fast friends 
– in an environment where 
young, pretty Decker can use 
someone influential having his 
back. Circumstance irrevers-
ibly changes their lives. Some 
brute thinks he can rape Ron. 
Earl’s crew convince him oth-
erwise, ganging up to stab the 
guy, severing his spinal cord.  
They’d’ve sliced his throat, but, 

The Animal 
Factory

Something I Said

Library News
By CARZ NELSON

All information listed here is 
accurate as of December 15, 
2022. For the most recent infor-
mation, check out the library 
website at www.hclib.org.

FRANKLIN LIBRARY HOURS 
 
Monday                 9 AM to 5 PM 
Tuesday               12 PM to 8 PM 
Wednesday 12 PM to 8 PM 
Thursday 12 PM to 8 PM 
Friday   9 AM to 5 PM 
Saturday  9 AM to 5 PM 
Sunday  12 PM to 5 PM

URBAN 4-H
A youth leadership club that’s 

driven by curiosity. For adoles-
cents.
Franklin Library
Tuesdays at 4-5:30 PM 

WOMEN OF COLOR 
AFFINITY GROUP

Looking for a space where 
women of color can come 
together and share their experi-
ences? Then join the Women of 
Color Affinity Group.
Hosmer Library
Tuesdays at 6:30 PM

COFFEE & CONVERSATION
Join us for Coffee & 

Conversations.

Franklin Library
Second Friday of the 
month 10 AM to 12 Noon

 
WAY TO GROW

Way to Grow connects par-
ents of kids ages 0-8 to a cul-
ture-to-culture family educator 
to help with resources and pro-
vide support and education.
Franklin Library
Tuesdays at 3 to 5 PM

 
STEAM WORKSHOP

The Franklin Library’s Teen 
Tech Squad leads education and 
entertainment for kids 8-plus on 
topics in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art and Math. 
Franklin Library
Wednesdays at 5-6 PM

 
EMERGE

A Workforce Coach from 
EMERGE will be available to 
work with people aged 16-21.
Franklin Library
Wednesdays at 3 to 5 PM

 
ANIME CLUB

Anime Club for adolescents.
Franklin Library
Wednesdays at 6:30 - 8 
PM

 
CAREER AND JOB 
ASSISTANCE

Meet with a CareerForce 
employment specialist at 
Franklin Library for job and 
career help. Stop by for individ-
ual assistance with job search-
ing, resume writing, and more!
Franklin Library
January 9 at 1 to 3 PM

 
HOMEWORK HELP

Both Franklin and Hosmer 
Libraries offer free one-on-one 
tutoring for K-12 students.
Franklin: Tuesdays and 

Thursdays at 3:30-7:30 
PM, Saturdays at 1-5 PM
Hosmer: Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 4-7:30, 
Saturdays at 1-4 PM

SMALL BUSINESS 
INFORMATION

The City of Minneapolis 
Small Business Team is holding 
public office hours at Franklin 
Library. This is a great oppor-
tunity for people with questions 
about starting, maintaining, or 
expanding their businesses. 
Please feel free to drop in – no 
appointment needed. 
Franklin Library
Second and fourth Tues-
days of the month at 12 
to 2 PM

 
VETERAN RESOURCES

Senior Outreach Coordinator 
of MACV (Ending Veteran 
Homelessness), will be available 
to talk to veterans and connect to 
resources.
Franklin Library
Thursdays at 12 to 1 PM

 
RESOURCES AND SUPPORT

The Bridge for Youth vis-
its Franklin Library the fourth 
Wednesday of each month, 2 to 
5 PM. They connect people with 
resources and provide hygiene 
items and other supplies.Look 
for them in their outreach van on 
the corner of 14th and Franklin 
Avenues.
Franklin Library 
Wednesdays at 2 to 5 PM

FREE FOOD 
Franklin and Hosmer 

Libraries are collaborating with 
Every Meal to distribute free 
meal bags. Bags are free for any-
one to take, while supplies last.

Dwight Hobbes

By MICHELLE SHAW

Ring in 2023 by joining us 
for our free January cooking 
class! This month  Kelly Shay of 
Harmonious World and Wellness 
will teach us how to make 
something delicious on Zoom. 
You can find the registration 
link and grocery list (for those 
who also want to cook!) on our 
Minneapolis Edible Boulevards’ 
Facebook and Instagram pages. 
If you don’t have either, feel free 
to reach out to minneapolisedi-

Minneapolis Edible Boulevards Seeks Your Input

bleboulevards@gmail.com.
Minneapolis Edible 

Boulevards wants to hear from 
you! It’s essential to not only 
have resources available for our 
neighbors, but also to listen to 
community members in our part-
nering neighborhoods. What’s 
important to you? We have a sur-
vey on Instagram and Facebook 
to capture those thoughts and 
ideas.

As a City pilot for the past 3 
years, we’ve also been advocat-
ing to change the City ordinance 

GRETCHEN PEDERSON

The cemetery’s piano. It was made by the Chicago Cable Company in 1894 so is
almost 130 years old.

READING SUGGESTIONS
Looking for a good book to 

read? You could ask a librarian. 
At hclib.org, towards the bottom 
of the page, you’ll find the link, 
Ask us for reading suggestions. 
This leads to a form you fill out 
about what sorts of books you 
like, and what sorts you don’t 
like. Fill in the form and you 
will get an email with reading 
recommendations. If you don’t 
want to fill out a form, you can 
always ask librarians for recom-
mendations in person, over the 
phone, or via chat.

 
AT HOME SERVICE

At Home service is provid-
ed free of charge to Hennepin 
County residents who can’t get 
to a library due to illness, dis-
ability, or visual impairment. 
To apply for At Home service, 
submit an online application 
or apply by phone at 612-543-
8850.

ASK THE LIBRARY
Have a reference or library 

account question? You can chat, 
email, text, or call the library. 
Chat or email at www.hclib.org/
contact, text to 612-400-7722, 
or call 612-543-KNOW (5669) 
to reach library staff by phone.

Español/Spanish: Llame o 
envíe un texto al 651-503-8013 
para recibir ayuda en español.

Hmoob/Hmong: Hu losis 
text rau lub tsev nyeem ntawv 
ntawm 612-385-0886 txais kev 
pab hais lus Hmoob.

S o o m a a l i / S o m a l i : 
Caawimaad Soomaali ah, soo 
wac ama qoraal (text) usoo dir 
maktabada 612-235-1339.

Carz is a Phillips resident 
and an enthusiastic patron of 
Hennepin County Library.

since 2019, because Minneapolis 
currently doesn’t allow food to 
be grown on our boulevards 
(while St. Paul does). We’d like 
to know about any other chang-
es you’d like to make to the 
current ordinance on what we’re 
allowed to grow there (the lan-
guage is included in the survey).

Again, if you don’t have 
access to facebook or instagram, 

please send an email to request 
the survey be sent to you. We’ll 
share your input with our team, 
in addition to the council mem-
bers working on changing the 
ordinance.

Thank you, in advance, for 
helping us turn food injustice 
to food justice for all of our 
neighbors!

“The Alley was one of the earliest and 
most ardent supporters of Friends 

of the Cemetery’s efforts to preserve 
Minneapolis Pioneers and Soldiers 

Memorial Cemetery. That Friendship 
began more than 20 years ago, and we 
are grateful for their on-going support.”

Sue Hunter Weir, Tales from Pioneers 
and Soldiers Memorial Cemetery
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By DWIGHT HOBBES

Book Review

Franchise Pictures

Join Kelly Shay for January’s Zoom cooking class where you’ll learn how 
to make a delicious Loaded Veggie Chili.

COURTESY EDIBLE BOULEVARDS



“What I love about ‘the alley’ is the 
identity it gives to the neighborhood.  

We need more things like this.”

John Andersen (Look for an upcoming 
historical piece on the Southtown 

Yards.)
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“  My first job was working for a weekly 
newspaper in a town of about 8,000 
people. The newspaper did a lot to 
connect the town’s residents. I was 

deeply sorry a couple of years ago when 
the paper folded. I am thankful that 

the Alley has been able to keep going 
all these years and has been able to 
represent its neighborhood so well.”

Marti Maltby, Peace House Community - 
A Place to BelongFR
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Peace House Community - A Place to Belong

Marti Maltby

With one day before the 
deadline for this article, I can’t 
think of anything to write about. 
So, I ask one of Peace House 
Community’s members what 
topic I should tackle. “How do 
you find peace?” he responds. 
Philosophers, sages, mystics, 
and self-help gurus have been 
pondering that question for 
centuries, and I’m supposed to 
cover it in 500 words?!

It’s a good question though. 
Peace, tranquility, stillness … 
whatever word you want to 
use, it is an elusive but vitally 
important quality. We all need 
to experience it at some point to 
stay healthy. Many of us need a 
lot of it, while others seek it out 
only when they have a migraine, 
but either way, it is indispens-
able.

I think humanity has spent 
so much time thinking about 
peace, in part, because find-
ing peace is such an individu-
al endeavor. Each person has 
to discover their own ways of 
settling themselves. More than 
that though, each person has to 
develop new ways as their situ-
ations change. Sometimes find-
ing peace involves sitting qui-
etly and meditating, but some-
times, ironically, finding peace 
involves raising your fist and 
yelling (as Alice Cooper sang) 

or gloriously losing one’s temper 
under the right circumstances (as 
June Callwood wrote). Keeping 
things in, denying one’s feel-
ings, saying the turmoil isn’t 
there, doesn’t lead to peace. 
But expressing those feelings in 
destructive ways doesn’t do it 

Free Community Journalism Trainings Coming Up!
Entrenamientos de Periodismo Comunitario Gratis!

Finding Peace

Community Journalism 
Trainings
Thursdays:
January 5, 4 - 5 PM
January 19, 6 - 7:30 PM
February 2, 12 - 1:30 PM
Online (Zoom)
Free

Interested in learning more 
about community journalism, or 
getting involved in the alley?  
Receive free, professional 
community journalism training 

through these upcoming 
workshops being offered in 
partnership with Journalism 
of Color. While we’re still 
scheduling local in-person 
trainings, we do have a few Zoom 
trainings already on the books. 
Trainings are always FREE 
and always open to members 
of the Phillips community. You 
can attend one training or more 
(each training will have similar 
content). RSVP by emailing 
ciriens@journalismofcolor.com

Thursday Evenings at 
ASI
Thursdays
3 – 8 PM
American Swedish 
Institute
2600 Park Avenue
Free

Explore the ASI with free 
museum admission from 3-8pm. 
There will be live music on 
select Thursdays. https://asimn.
org

Organ Recital by Katelyn 
Emerson
Sunday, January 8
4 PM
Mount Olive Lutheran 
Church
3045 Chicago Avenue 
South
Free

Organist, lecturer, and 
pedagogue Katelyn Emerson 
is internationally renowned for 
performances throughout North 

America, Europe, and Asia that 
are “thrilling from beginning to 
end” and showcase repertoire 
from the 14th to 21st centuries 
with “impressive technical 
facility and musicianship” 
(Cleveland Classical). Emerson 
will perform an eclectic program 
on the 55-rank Schlicker organ 
at Mount Olive, with a reception 
to follow. Presented by Mount 
Olive Music & Fine Arts. For 
more information go to https://
www.mountolivechurch.org.

Gingerbread 
Wonderland
Through January 8
Norway House
913 East Franklin 
Avenue
Adults: $10
Children: Free

Gingerbread (or in Norwegian, 
‘pepperkake’) is a quintessential 
feature of the Norwegian holiday 
season. Since its launch in 2015, 
the Norway House Gingerbread 
Wonderland has grown to more 

Continued from page 1...

Continued from page 3...

Urban Farm, 
cont. 

Animal, cont. 

in order to proceed to trial. The 
City requested the judge impose 
a bond of $4.5 million. This is 
an unheard of and outrageous 
amount.

EPNI lawyers argued that the 
City’s situation is of its own 
making. The City continues to 
appropriate and spend money 
on their maintenance facility 
expansion despite being fully 
aware of legal questions posed 
by the 2008 Environmental 
Justice Law. The City continues 
to reject opportunities to work 
WITH the neighborhood, so the 
City alone is responsible for the 
need for a trial.

Speaking at the rally fol-

lowing the court hearing, Evan 
Mulholland from the Minnesota 
Center for Environmental 
Advocacy called the impossi-
bly high 4.5 million dollar bond 
amount tantamount to “putting a 
padlock on the courthouse!”

Other events to watch for in 
January:

   A Community Meeting at 
East Phillips Park Center.

A City Council Meeting to 
accept bids and authorize  

       demolition. We don’t have    
       the date yet, but follow East  
       Phillips Neighborhood  
       Institute on social media  
       and on the epnifarm.org  
       website.

January Events

than 250 structures created 
by our community, including 
familiar buildings and landmarks 
by professional bakers and 
gingerbread enthusiasts of all 
ages and abilities. https://www.
norwayhouse.org.

Writers, Poets & 
Musicians Against the 
War on the Earth
Thursday, January 12
6 – 8 PM
American Swedish 
Institute
2600 Park Avenue
Free

In 1966, Minnesota poet and 
writer Robert Bly co-founded 
American Writers Against 
the Vietnam War and was an 
opposition leader among writers. 
His wife Ruth Bly is carrying on 
the tradition with a new cause 
at heart—the environment. A 
talented group of local poets and 
musicians is inviting everyone 
to gather at ASI to honor all of 
creation in spoken word and 
song. https://asimn.org

Wish Work Puppet 
Series:
The Three Little Pigs and 
Other Puppet Fun
Saturday, January 14
1 – 2 PM
Hinterhands Puppet 
Company
2742 15th Ave S
Suggested donation: $5-
$10

Come see Scott Sorenson’s 
version of The Three Little 
Pigs followed by a few short 
performances, then make a 
simple take-home paper puppet 
stage (materials provided).

Wish Work, a program of 
Hinterhands Puppet Company, 
is a puppet theatre for young 
audiences. We wish to do the 
work of hammering the stardust 
of our world into the shape that 
is best for young audiences, 
giving them the chance to shape 
the stardust they are given into 
their wishes in the future.

Edible Gardens Cooking 
Class with Kelly Shay
Saturday, January 21
11 AM – 12 PM
Online
Free

We ring in the new year with 
a cooking class led by our friend 
Kelly Shay of Harmonious World 
and Wellness. Stay tuned for the 
next couple of weeks to learn 
what we will be making and get a 
shopping list. We still have a few 
$10 Seward Co-op and North 
Market gift cards for residents 
of one of the Minneapolis 
Green Zone neighborhoods 
(including Phillips) who need 
help to participate. For more 
information and to register, 
go to our event page via the 
Minneapolis Edible Boulevards 
facebook page.

Heart of the Beast 
Shaping Change 
Workshops
January 22 - February 26
Online or at The Avalon 
Theater
1500 E. Lake St
Free

Registration is now open 
for Heart of the Beast’s 2023 
Art Shaping Change puppetry 
workshops! These annual 
workshops are taught by local 
creatives and explore social 
justice themes through art. 
This year’s focus is on climate 
justice. Virtual workshops 
will be taught by artists Ifrah 
Mansour and Graci Horne, and 
in-person workshops by Sofía 
Padilla and Davey Steinman of 
Paradox Teatro.

Workshops will be held 
throughout January and 
February, and participants of 
all ages and experience levels 
are welcome. Kids will need 
an adult with them to assist 
for both virtual and in-person 
workshops. Workshops are free, 
but registration is required. To 
see a schedule and to register, go 
to hobt.org/virtual-workshops or 
hobt.org/inperson-workshops. 
Please email info@hobt.org if 
you have questions.

either. Each individual, in each 
different situation, must find 
their own way to peace, hold 
onto their peace as long as they 
can, and then find their way back 
to peace when it disappears.

Obviously, finding peace is 
easier in some situation than oth-
ers. It’s almost impossible when 
another person deliberately pro-
vokes you, wanting you to share 
their misery and turmoil. When 
one faces a significant life loss, 
peace may take a vacation and 
not leave a forwarding address. 
But even though peace and good 
times are transitory, we have 
the hope that turmoil, suffering, 
pain, and loneliness also pass. 
At some point each one of us 
will have the chance of finding 
peace again, even if only for a 
few minutes.

Paradox Teatro puppetry workshop

Heart of the Beast events

Hello Phillips Community!
As we mentioned last month, the alley will soon be 

offering a few community journalism trainings as part of an 
ongoing partnership. 

While we’re still scheduling our in-person trainings, we do 
have a few Zoom trainings already on the books. These are 
always FREE and always open to members of the Phillips 
community. RSVP by emailing ciriens@journalismofcolor.
com. Here are the dates: 

- Zoom Training 1: Jan. 5 at 4 - 5pm
- Zoom Training 2: Jan. 19 at 6 - 7:30pm
- Zoom Training 3: Feb. 2 at 12 - 1:30pm

You can attend one training or more (each training will 
have similar content). 

These trainings are a wonderful way to potentially get 
involved with the alley’s work and to receive free, profes-
sional community journalism trainings. 

We hope to see you there!

Hola a la Comunidad de Phillips!
Cómo escribimos el mes pasado, the alley ofrecerá unos entretenimientos de 

periodismo comunitario con el apoyo de nuestra asociación colaborativa.

Planeamos, para el futuro, entrenamientos de cara a cara, pero ya 
tenemos unos entrenamientos ”Zoom” disponibles. Siempre son 
gratis y están abiertos para todos los miembros de la comunidad 
Phillips.  Por favor, RSVP a ciriens@journalismofcolor.
com.  Las fechas y horas del Zoom son:

 • Entrenamiento Zoom 1: el 5 de enero, 
  de 4 a 5pm
 • Entretenimiento Zoom 2: el 19 de enero, 
  de 6 a 7:30pm
 • Entrenamiento Zoom 3: el 2 de febrero, 
  de 12 a 1:30pm

Puedes ir a uno entrenamiento o más (cada 
tiene contenido similar).

Estos entrenamientos son una manera  para 
verse envuelto con el trabajo de the alley y 
para recibir entrenamientos de periodismo 
comunitario gratis y profesional.

¡Esperamos verte allá!

By MARTI MALTBY guards were on the way. When a 
real mess hits the fan behind this 
and they could wind up serving 
longer sentences, possibly life, 
Earl and Ron hatch an escape 
plan. 

While adaptation necessitates 
alterations to accommodate the 
medium, brought to screen life 
Bunker’s story loses none of 
its impact. Indeed, putting faces 
to the names in a stark pic-
ture of their purgatory hits all 
the harder. Deftly directed by 
Steve Buscemi (The Sopranos, 
Homicide: Life on the Street), 
who’s done more than his share 

of acting (Boardwalk Empire), 
the cast lists an indies’ who’s 
who in Willem Dafoe, Edward 
Furlong, Danny Trejo (co-pro-
ducer), Bunker, Tom Arnold and 
Mickey Rourke in an uncharac-
teristic, veritable tour de force as 
flaming queen Jan the Actress, 
expanded from about a page in 
the novel. 

The Animal Factory is no for-
mulaic, gratuitously blood-let-
ting moral tale of nobly heroic 
convicts versus evilly corrupt 
officials. It is a saga of man 
ensnared by a system that breeds 
inhumanity, hence the title.  It 
is also a candid look at a reali-
ty with which no one wants to 
come face to face.

Cirien Saadeh will be leading trainings.
Cirien Saadeh estará dirigiendo entrenamientos.

PARADOX TEATRO

HEART OF THE BEAST
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HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM THE ALLEY!

The first issue of the alley was produced in January 
1976, making this small but mighty community newspaper 
48 years old! Alley Communications is the communi-
ty-governed non-profit (501c3) organization which pub-
lishes the paper. Neighborhood residents are the publica-
tion’s reporters and writers telling their stories in their own 
words. the alley is made available free to readers, a reflec-
tion of the commitment to providing barrier-free access 
to information and provide space for covering events and 
articles specific to the Phillips Community. 

ORGANIZATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS IN 2022

• Raised our ad rates for the first time in 25+ rates. This 
small increase is still highly competitive with (or less 
than) other community newspapers. 

• Developed a Memorandum of Understanding to use 
with neighborhood Engagement Partners and regular 
advertisers. The MOU stipulates the mutually benefi-
cial practices we adhere to. 

• Stayed well within our budget and were able to add one 
more month of reserves for publishing the paper.

• Transitioned two contracted staff positions successfully: 
the Business Manager, (Sonya Ewert), and Graphic 
Design/Layout, (Mattie Wong). 

• Contracted with Cirien Saadeh, to conduct a Resources 
Assessment which the Board and Editorial Leadership 
Committee will use to help plan for our resilience and 
sustainability as an organization in 2023.

ORGANIZATIONAL GOALS FOR 2023

• Grow our revenue base with more organizational 
partners, advertisers, fundraising and project based 
initiatives that also help to develop other parts of 
our mission.

• Offer community journalism training workshops led 
by Cirien Saddeh to the Phillips Community.  

• Expand the cultural voices within the pages of the 
paper and the leadership of the organization. 

• Build the Board membership of Alley 
Communications. This is an excellent time to join 
the Board and help us guide these exciting and 
positive goals into place and build the resilience of 
this important and longstanding community media 
organization!

What Does It Mean 
To Be a Community 
Newspaper?
By ALLEY COMMUNICATIONS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

the alley is not 
static~

you can help create 
the neighborhood 
paper you want to 

see!

JOIN THE BOARD your perspective matters! 
GRANTWRITING experience? 
FUNDRAISING experience? Get involved on the board or for one project or event.
WRITE FOR THE ALLEY – cover events, critical issues, controversies, local personalities, inspiring 
neighbors... Found some new hobbies and communities in the pandemic? Any new recipes? Share them 
with the community! Stretch your creative wings with poetry, humor, cartoons, drawings...we love to 
include local art on the cover. Attend a neighborhood event? See a cool new mural? Send in a photo, or 
make a little photo series for the paper! 
ADVERTISE -Do you have a small business? Tell your story, and/or consider a small ad in the paper! 
Or sponsor an ad for your favorite small business. 

        – YOUR NAME COULD BE IN THE PAPER! YOUR   
         MOTHER WOULD BE SO PROUD. 

visit us online to find out more:
https://alleynews.org/volunteer/ *JUST

IMAGIN
E*
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A SOLSTICE WISH

Here’s to new light,  
ancient light,  
deep rest! Good ears!  
Inner fires!

MOVIE REVIEW: 
PASSING, P 14

CITY’S FIRST BLACK POLICE CHIEF 
LEAVES MUCH UNDONE,  
DWIGHT HOBBES P 5 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE! MIDTOWN GREENWAY 
EXTENDS SCULPTURE 
CALL DEADLINE, P11

By STEPHEN GREGG

In the eight years I’ve owned my home near 26th St 
and Bloomington Ave, I have been stuck by a discarded 
syringe, seen multiple overdoses, two deaths, and count-
less ambulances and police vehicles. I have watched in 
horror as entwined problems increase: the number of 
people experiencing homelessness, open air drug use, 
and crime. When approaching neighborhood issues, I 
try to practice empathy. From the beginning I’ve wanted 
to be involved in the work to find solutions, attending 
countless neighborhood meetings of all sorts. The prob-
lems here are deep-rooted  and complex. I’m not a social 
worker–actually I’m an agricultural plant scientist. So I 
also comb research for solutions to problems. And this 
search has pointed me strongly towards harm reduction 
practices and services, practices endorsed by the CDC. 
Harm reduction has the potential to reduce short term 

East Phillips Needs 
Harm Reduction 
Solutions for the 
Drug Problem

Photos provided by East Phillips Neighborhood Institute 

Continued on page 13...

Continued on  page 4...

A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION P 6

the alley’s YEAR 
IN REVIEW!  
P7-10

3,500 Hennepin 
County Workers 
Reject County’s 
Offer and 
Authorize a 
Strike

EDIBLE BOULEVARDS 
YOUTH JOBS!   P3

By AFSCME LOCALS 34 AND 2822

AFSCME Locals 34 and 2822 
have rejected Hennepin County’s lat-
est labor contract offer. The County 
is attempting to stagnate wages, pass 
business costs on to employees, and 
is blatantly ignoring COVID risks 
employees are enduring during the 
pandemic. AFSCME Local 34 and 
Local 2822 members include social 
workers, human services representa-
tives, service center representatives, 
and library workers.

On Monday December 13,work-
ers represented by AFSCME 
Locals 34 and 2822 voted to reject 
Hennepin County’s “Last, Best, and 
Final Offer,” and authorize a strike. 
The no vote comes one day after 
members of the International Union 
of Operating Engineers Local 49, 
representing county snow plow driv-
ers and other workers also rejected 
the county’s offer.

Collectively AFSCME Locals 34 
and 2822 represent 3,545 workers 
at Hennepin County, the two largest 
bargaining units who work at the 
county.

Throughout the negotiations pro-
cess, AFSCME has made it clear 
to the employer that its members 
demand wages that keep up with 
inflation, real compensation for the 
COVID costs, and respect.

AFSCME also made it clear that 
the county’s take-backs were unac-
ceptable, including introducing a 
two-tiered system eliminating sick 
and vacation leave for new hires 
(leaving PTO as the only option), 
and attacks on the union’s power 
by shifting costs of the arbitration 
process.

The county is in excellent financial 
shape with the highest bond rating 
and hundreds of millions of dollars in 

New Council Brings New 
Hope for Environmental 
Justice in East Phillips
By STEVE SANDBERG

Continued on  page 13...

As Minneapolis resi-
dents waited to see what 
change would result from the 
November 2021 election, 75 to 
100 community members gath-
ered on Saturday, December 
18th at the East Phillips 
Cultural Center gymnasium to 
lift up their ongoing work to 
bring community led devel-
opment to the 7.6 acre Roof 
Depot site in the East Phillips 
neighborhood. Led by EPNI 
staffer Joe Vital, the meet-
ing highlighted EPNI’s work 

to save the 230,000 square 
foot Roof Depot building for 
aquaponic farming, affordable 
housing, solar development, 
and a youth-led coffee shop, 
event center, and bicycle repair 
and assembly facility. Local 
BIPOC businesses displaced in 
the aftermath of the murder of 
George Floyd are also support-
ing this community led effort. 
The meeting featured appear-
ances of City, County and State 
level representatives. Restating 
their long-held support for the 

Insite offers wrap-around services, in addition to safe 
injection supplies and supervision. Photo courtesy of PHS 

Community Services Society.

LIBRARY EVENTS P 2! 
MONEY MANAGEMENT HELP AT FRANKLIN LIBRARY

& check out the 2021 MNspin 2021 sampler  
https://hclib.musicat.co/featured

STUDENT LOAN PAUSE P 12

10TH AVE BRIDGE NOW 
PEDESTRIAN/BIKE ONLY P 13

Continued on page 6...
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By TINA MONJE

In December of 2021, The American 
Indian Community Development Corporation 
(AICDC) opened the doors of Anishinabe III, 
another permanent supportive housing build-
ing added to their roster. Built over the sum-
mer of 2021, this four story building on 
Franklin Avenue sits between the American 
Indian Center and the Hiawatha overpass, right 
across the street from the long fenced-off 
Wall of Forgotten Natives, on what used to 
be the Anishinabe Campus lawn. Nearly 30 
years after the first inception of AICDC as an 
Indigenous-led task force, this building stands 
as a testament to the Corporation’s commit-

TINA MONJE

INSIDE THIS ISSUE!
SIDNEY POITIER TRIBUTE, 
MOVIE CORNER P10

TAX SEASON TIPS & 
WHERE TO FIND FREE 
HELP! P2-3 EDIBLE BOULEVARDS P4

HAVE A HEART FOR 
HOMELESS CATS P 8-9

Neegonwewaywedun “Thunder Before the Storm” A.K.A Clyde Bellecourt, 
Co-Founder of American Indian Movement

                                                                                                             
Through his lifelong artistic career, multi-disciplinary 

artist and designer, Steven Premo, of the Mille Lacs Band 
of the Ojibwe, learned that there are many different ave-
nues for creation, and each requires a particular medium. 
In his Twin Cities solo exhibition debut, Steve reflects his 
pride in his Ojibwe heritage through a variety of retrospec-
tive works highlighting narratives of the Mille Lacs Ojibwe 
people and the evolution of Ojibwe art forms. “My own 
art is a reminder of our history and the continuation of our 
existence and expresses our cultural influence across the 
community and beyond..”  - Steven Premo   

“Avenues of Creation” opens at 
All My Relations Gallery February 14

Study in Blue, 1998, oil on canvas, Steven Premo

Prominent Indigenous elder to local and 
nation-wide communities Nee-Gon-Way-We-
Dun (Thunder Before the Storm in Ojibwe), also 
known as Clyde Bellecourt (White Earth Nation), 
passed to the spirit world January 11th, 2022.

 
His dedication and steadfast work for the lives 

and heritage of Indigenous people worldwide -- 
fighting against police brutality; establishing and 
keeping Little Earth of United Tribes; initiating 
programs for health, education, safety, language, 
legal rights, cultural heritage, and education; 
advocating against racist sports names, icons, 
and mascots; and co-founding the American 
Indian Movement (AIM) --  was obvious locally 

Why I Voted to

Anishinabe III: 
Addressing Homelessness 
and The Opioid Epidemic

Anishinabe III, a new supportive housing building on at 
16th and Franklin Avenues, opened in December 2021.

ment to ever-evolving needs of their neighbor-
hood and their relatives.

Travis Earth-Werner, AICDC’s Program 
Project Manager, says this project is a reflection 
of AICDC’s longtime, core mission to address 
homeless in the Indigenous community in 
South Minneapolis. Anishinabe III is their con-
tinued response to the growing crisis of inac-
cessible housing. And like their other buildings, 

3,500 Hennepin County workers will walk 
out in February unless a last minute deal is 
made, and I will be one of them.

By LINDSEY FENNER

As you may have read in last month’s alley, Hennepin County 
AFSCME workers in Locals 34 and 2822 voted to reject Hennepin 
County’s last contract offer and authorized a strike. In mid-Janu-
ary, our negotiation team went back to the table with the County 
and received the exact same offer our memberships already voted 
to reject. After this latest insult and show of bad faith, our locals 
filed an intent to strike on January 19. If a last-minute deal can’t 
be made, we --3,500 County social services workers and clerical 
workers-- will be walking out at the beginning of February.

I’m a member of Local 2822, which represents about 1,200 
clerical workers at Hennepin County. We work in every depart-
ment of the County, doing the support work that is often invisible 

Continued on page 7...

STRIKE

All My Relations Gallery
1414 E Franklin Avenue

http://www.allmyrelationsarts.com/

On View: February 14th – April 16th 2022

Opening Reception: Thursday, February 17th, 
6-8:00 p.m

Community Art Activity: March 26th, 1-3 p.m.

Artist Talk: March 3rd 6-7 p.m

ANNUAL NEIGHBORHOOD 
MEETINGS COMING UP!
MPNAI: FEBRUARY 22 (p 7)
EPIC: MARCH 26 (p 4)

Library workers and community supporters at an informational 
picket in front of Franklin Library at Franklin 13 th Avenues in Phillips. 

Library specialists and associate librarians are some of the 3,500 
Hennepin County workers who might strike beginning in February.

JAYNE MIKULAY

MITTEN 
SHOWCASE 
P11

Giga-Waabamin 
Nee-Gon-Way-We-Dun

MARCH 2022VOL. 47, NUMBER 3 ©2022 Alley Communications, Inc.

alleynews.org
Of, By, and For its

Readers Since 1976

@alleynewspaper

INSIDE THIS ISSUE!

By CARZ NELSON 

Uncle Hugo’s Bookstore to 
Open in New Location

2716 East 31st Street

Uncle Hugo’s Science Fiction 
Bookstore and its twin, Uncle 
Edgar’s Mystery Bookstore, 
will reopen soon in a new loca-
tion. The two stores, known 
collectively as the Uncles, were 
burned to the ground during the 

CARZ NELSON

Vote for your Favorite Light-Emitting 
Sculpture Design!
By TIM SPRINGER

Challenging 
Responsibility
Interview with Amy Koehnen of Ebenezer 
Senior Living, Part One

By DWIGHT HOBBES

The corona virus contagion threw South Minneapolis busi-
nesses for a loop.  Those that haven’t closed are fighting to hold 
on.  On top of which the highly contagious Omicron variant 
continues spreading across the country, eclipsing those fueled 
by the Delta variant over last summer: businesses are  far from 

George Floyd Uprising in 2020. 
In the January 28, 2022 edition 
of the store’s newsletter, How’s 
Business, owner Don Blyly 
announced his plan to purchase 
the building at 2716 E 31st St. as 
the new site for the Uncles.

Want to help determine a new 
sculpture in the neighborhood? 
Phillips residents and Midtown 
Greenway users are invited to 
vote for your favorite design from 
among three finalists for the pro-
posed Light-emitting Sculpture. 
The sculpture will be owned 
by the Midtown Greenway 
Coalition and installed at the top 
of the Greenway’s 18th Avenue 
entrance ramp. The sculpture 
will bring beauty and joy, pro-
vide light, and become a land-
mark helping people find their 
way to and from the Greenway. 
Thank you to the design phase 
donors: Circulo De Amigos, 
Ingebretsen’s, East Phillips 

Improvement Coalition, and the 
City of Minneapolis Southside 
Green Zone. 

You are eligible to vote if 
you live in the greater Phillips 
Neighborhood or are a Midtown 
Greenway user who lives in the 
Twin Cities. 

Which sculpture makes you 
say “Wow!”, inspires joy, whim-
sey, laugher, or awe, and/or wel-
comes you, and conveys peace, 
love, and unity? Consider the 
three options on page 4 and cast 
your vote!  

The voting deadline is 
March 31, 2022.

Vote Online:
 visit  

www.midtowngreenway.org 
 and scroll down on the homep-
age to find a link to the poll.

Vote by Text: 
Text 612-355-9600 and answer 
the following questions: 

(1) Which voter category 
are you in, greater Phillips 

Neighborhood resident or gener-
al Greenway User? 

(2) Which sculpture is your 
favorite, New Dawn (flowers), 

Sunflake, or Falcon? 

(3) What is your zip code? (4) 
Optional, your email address if 
you want project updates. For 
example, “Phillips, New Dawn, 
55407, suzy.doe@gmail.com” 

An intimate new show celebrating a season of magic, melan-
choly, and mischief-making. Intended as a fairytale for grown-
ups, Once Upon a Winter Night explores the merriment and 
menace of winter through a child’s eyes, while meditating on 
the profound mystery which accompanies seasonal change.  

Audiences will watch the story unfold within a meticulously 
designed snow globe, where crows take roost, icicles grow, and 
the moon sings above the forest and the fields. Smoke curls from 
the bell tower where a lone child sleeps, dreaming of a sister made 

Once Upon a Winter Night

Continued on page 6...

Check out page 9! 
Phillips West is Hiring 

& Cultural Wellness 
Center construction       

               update

SPRING IS LIVER SEASON PG 8

BEST MOVIES OF 2021   PG 10

UNDERSTANDING YOUR 
UTILITIES 
PG 2

FREE WEATHERIZATION CLASSES  PG 5

Continued on page 6...

Continued on page 8...

See the three sculpture designs 
and details on page 4...

AS OF THE ALLEY GOING TO PRESS 
ON MARCH 22, THE FUTURE 
OF THE EAST PHILLIPS URBAN 
FARM IS UNCLEAR AFTER A CITY 
COUNCIL MOTION WAS VETOED 
BY MINNEAPOLIS MAYOR JACOB 
FREY. 

BY LINDSEY FENNER

At the March 10 City 
Council meeting, new Ward 9 
Councilmember Jason Chavez 
put forward a motion that 

rescinded the council action last 
fall that gave a green light to the 
expansion of the Public Works 
facility at 1901 E 26th Street.  
Chavez’ motion gave the East 
Phillips Urban Farm project a 
new way forward on that par-
cel. It also explicitly included 
the public works training facility 
that had been left out of the last 
council action, stopped demoli-
tion of the former Roof Depot 
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Continued on page 6...

EBENEZER INTERVIEW PART TWO PG 6

TIPS TO GET THROUGH ALLERGY SEASON PG 4 ARTS, PAGE 9: INKPA MANI AT TWO 
RIVERS GALLERY AND MORE

Continued on page 11...

ON MARCH 10, SUPPORTERS OF STRIKING EDUCATORS LINED LAKE STREET 
IN FRONT OF PIONEERS AND SOLDIERS MEMORIAL CEMETERY, ACROSS THE 
STREET FROM MINNEAPOLIS PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ ADULT EDUCATION SOUTH 
CAMPUS AT 2015 E LAKE STREET. MPS ADULT EDUCATION INSTRUCTORS 

WERE ALSO ON STRIKE. more on p 5 and 11

New Direction for East 
Phillips Urban Farm 
Derailed by Mayor Frey’s 
Veto

Minneapolis Edible Boulevards is 
Looking for Participants!

By MICHELLE SHAW

So much to share this month! First, a huge 
shout out to our youth coordinators who have 
been working with us since December through a 
Minneapolis Green Zones grant: Janicea Comey, 
Timya Jones and Julius Rennie. They’ve done a 
lot of work connecting community members with 
fresh produce through community garden map-
ping. They’ve also created a directory to promote 
plant-based businesses that are BIPOC and wom-
an-owned. If you live in one of the Southside 
Green Zone zip codes of 55454, 55404, 55406 or 
55407 (or your business is there), have a plant-
based business or offer vegan options, and would 
like to be included in the directory, please contact 
minneapolisedibleboulevards@gmail.com. 

Have you ever thought about growing food 
for your home (or business, community space, 

By MARY ELLEN KALUZA

Late last summer my 19 year 
old cat died and I was sad. I told 
my neighbors and their four chil-
dren about it. They were sad for 
me. One day the young neigh-
bors came over with something 
to help cheer me up. They gave 
me beautiful paintings of things 

they knew I liked: butter-
flies, bees, flowers. And fair-
ies. (I had been asked the 
previous week if I liked fair-
ies. I replied incredulously, 
“Who doesn’t like fairies?!”)

Noelle and her siblings 
were taking art classes 
online at the time – a COVID 
inspired pastime. Besides 

Interview With Local 
Artist Noelle

Continued on page 9...

TRANSIT UPDATES PG 2

PHOTO CREDIT: BRAD SIGAL, SIGALPHOTOS.COM

place of worship, what have you) and also cre-
ating a space where community members can 
share what you grow? Then Minneapolis Edible 
Boulevards is for you! If you’ve never planted 
a garden before, that’s okay. We can teach you! 
If you know how and just need help with soil 
testing (and a few bags of organic soil on the 
side!), we can help with that too. We’re looking 
for participants who are interested in gardening 
long-term, so the City can see one new way of 
growing food with safety at the helm.

Who’s eligible to apply? Those who live in the 
Southside Green Zone neighborhoods, which are 
East Phillips, Phillips West, Midtown Phillips, 
Ventura Village and Cedar Riverside. Be on the 
lookout for our applications towards the end of 

THE NEW MAY DAY: 
BLOCK PARTY  P9

Condolence Queen Bee, 2021

CEMETERY, P3: HONORING JOHN CHEATHAM

P3: UNDERSTANDING HEALTH AND 
MEDICAL INSURANCE BILLS

MORE ON THE STRIKES, P 5, P 11
W
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BOOSTER SHOTS, P11

Historic Move for Tough Times
There’s no denying that our 

society today is highly polar-
ized, but even during these 
grim times, you can find exam-
ples of cooperation, as groups 
pull together to serve and 
strengthen our community.

Case in point: the Urban 
Indigenous Legacy Initiative. 

We are a collective of 16 
American Indian nonprofit orga-
nizations in the Twin Cities that 
have provided the community 
with powerful and effective sup-
port for more than four decades. 
Each year, our organizations – 
focused on issues ranging from 
healthcare to housing, work-

 
 
By BEN HEATH

As part of the 2022 Minnesota Book Awards, 
scholar David Hugill is the recipient of the Minnesota 
History award for his book Settler Colonial City. 
Hugill’s book, published last year by the University 
of Minnesota Press is a critical look at some of 
the social forces in Phillips after WWII. Our present 
city and our neighborhoods are not neutral places 
where history is suspended, instead they are founded 
in settler-colonial relations, where white supremacy 

Phillips 
Neighborhood 
History Book Wins 
Award

MayDay Festival!
In the Heart of the Beast 
Puppet and Mask Theatre

By MARY ELLEN KALUZA

Last month the alley debuted a new feature highlight-
ing young artists in Phillips. Within moments of having 
the idea of a regular featured artist, I knew I had to talk 
with Orren Fen. I first met Orren a few years ago, in pre-
COVID times. I was visiting their home and they showed 

By JANA METGE, JAMES TRICE AND DONNA PUSUSTA NESTE

On March 30, a meeting entitled “A Listening Session 
About Encampments in Phillips and Minneapolis”  organized 
by a Phillips Neighborhood group calling themselves Phillips 
Neighborhood Safety Coalition took place at the East Phillips 
Park Community and Cultural Center. Facilitator James Trice, 
a resident of Phillips for 25 years, welcomed all and went 
over the ground rules for a respectful meeting, which it was. 
78 people signed in, however there were an estimated 100 in 
attendance. AIM Patrol members mingled with the crowd to 
let everyone know they were welcome and that their presence 
was important. Attendees were invited to add printed materials 

Phillips Community 
Listening Session 
Focused on 
Encampments

Heart of the Beast is excited to invite the com-
munity to a redesigned MayDay Celebration. 
The event will look different from the parade 
of MayDays past. In the spirit of shared lead-
ership, local organizations MIGIZI, Kalpulli 
KetzalCoatlicue, and Roosevelt High School have 
been selected by HOBT’s MayDay Council as 
community partners to lead this year’s MayDay 
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Top photograph by former alley photographer and 
longtime Phillips resident, Paula Williamson

URBAN INDIGENOUS LEGACY INITIATIVE.

force development to childcare 
– reach more than 10,000 of 
our neighbors with critical sup-
port.

But there’s a problem.
The COVID-19 pandemic 

and civil unrest of the past 
two years have made life even 

Continued on page 5...

Interview With Local 
Artist Orren Fen

Photo taken of Orren’s first solo show titled MAD. The show was a part of HOBTs puppet Cabaret last fall. 

MAX HAYNES

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA PRESS

Save the date!
East Phillips Carnival

June 25th at noon at Cedar Field Park

Join us for music, food, 
carnival games, kid's 
activities, tug of war 

competition, fashion show, 
recycled art contest and 
an environmental justice 

science fair!

Interested in volunteering 
for this event? Contact 
Sarah (612) 354-6802 or 
sarah@eastphillips.org

Interested in having a table 
or being a vendor at this 

event? Scan the above QR 
code or go to eastphillips.org 

to fill out the Google Form 
and sign up!

NETTLE RECIPE, P9
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Tale of the Tales: Q&A 
with Sue Hunter Weir

By LAURA HULSCHER and SUE HUNTER WEIR

This is your 200th column. 
How long have you been writing 
Tales from Pioneers and Soldiers 
Cemetery? What inspired you to 
start?

I wrote my first story about the 
cemetery in September 2003. At 
the time I was concerned (irritated) 
about the Phillips Neighborhood 
being characterized as “crime-rid-
den” and wanted to remind peo-
ple that Phillips is a community 
with a long and very rich history. 
Ours is a community shaped by 
migration, immigration, the need 
for public housing and for liv-

Powderhorn Joins 
Minneapolis Edible 
Boulevards!

Celebrating 200 Tales from the 
Cemetery

By MICHELLE SHAW, Minneapolis Edible 
Boulevards

Do you live in the Powderhorn 
Park neighborhood? If so, you 
can now join your neighbors 
who live in Cedar Riverside, 
Ventura Village, Midtown 
Phillips, Phillips West and East 
Phillips by applying for an edi-
ble boulevard.

Hindolo Pokawa, the new 
environmental justice com-
munity coordinator for the 
Powderhorn Park Neighborhood 
Association (PPNA), has been 
leading the effort to bring the 
two groups together. He is just 
as passionate as Minneapolis 
Edible Boulevards about hav-
ing Powderhorn residents par-
ticipate in this movement. “Our 

human and ecological relation-
ships are based on extracting 
and exploiting each other and 
the environment. If we do not 
interact, know how people are 
feeling, or know the impact of 
our extractive and exploitative 
dynamics, ideas would never 
generate,” Pokawa says. Both 
groups are intentionally set-
ting out to be inclusive, work 

towards food justice, and heal 
our environment together.  

So what exactly does that 
mean for the participating 
Southside Green Zone neighbor-
hoods listed above? Minneapolis 
Edible Boulevards (MEB) has 
funding to go towards teach-
ing people how to transform the 
space between sidewalks and-

Interview With Musician 
Andrew Naranjo
By MARY ELLEN KALUZA

I first heard drumming ema-
nating from Andrew’s house 
last year. I’ve been able to track 
his progress through the walls 

and am greatly impressed. It is 
clear he loves drumming! Over 
the four years his family has 
lived across the street, I’ve come 
to know Andrew as a very cool 
and interesting person. I really 
appreciate the breadth of his 
interests.

How old are you? What grade 
are you in?

I’m 11 and going into 6th 
grade.

Describe your art or interests.
Drumming and soccer.

What inspired you to take up 
drumming? When did you start?

I saw people doing it on 
music videos and at church. It 
looked cool, so I’m trying it 
out. I started a year ago. I love 
it. When I play drums it makes 

Continued on page 3...

The current home of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is at 
1901 Portland Avenue South. Built as a Presbyterian church in 

1887, the building was acquired by St. Paul’s in the 1960s. The con-
gregation has worshiped in several nearby locations throughout 

its 150-year history.

Continued on page 8...

ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Andrew during a live performance 
at a local church

FRANCISCO NARANJO

Events!Events!
Continued on PG 6

Continued on page 10

Elder Hope Flanagan from Dream of Wild Health led a foraging class at 
Four Sisters Farm in East Phillips on June 4 with neighbors and other 

Phillips gardeners and growers.

MINNEAPOLIS EDIBLE BOULEVARDS

CUPPING THERAPY P8

JULYJULY

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church: 150th Anniversary 
and Still Proclaiming the Gospel
By PASTOR TOM PARRISH,  pastor of St. Paul’s

On Sunday July 10, 2022 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church at 
Portland Ave S and 19th Ave 
will be celebrating 150 years of 
Jesus’ faithfulness and mission. 
That timespan takes us back to 
1872, a mere seventeen years 
after Minneapolis was estab-
lished, and the same year St. 
Anthony Falls and Minneapolis 
merged into one city. The prox-
imity of Fort Snelling, built in 
1819, was one of the major cat-
alysts for the establishment of 
the two towns and their uniting 
into Minneapolis.

1872 was a mere four years 
prior to Custer’s defeat at the 
Battle of the Little Bighorn. Into 
this mix St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church was estab-

lished. Throughout those 150 
years the church has had but one 
goal. That goal is to clearly pres-
ent the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

How did St. Paul’s go about 

this mission? The church did 
the typical things most churches 
do in providing worship, music, 

PUBLIC SAFETY ON THE BALLOT 
AGAIN THIS YEAR: P10 & 11

In response to the over-
turn of Roe v. Wade, the 
alley and partner contrib-
utors will work to inform 
readers about pregnan-
cy resources and court 
election processes. Stay 
tuned in future issues.

Wondering 
what’s next?
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Long before they were 
claimed as “St. Anthony’s,” the 
Falls were the beating heart of 
Indigenous societies. Called 
Owámniyomni, or “turbulent 
waters,” by the Dakota, the 
Falls cascaded over a 50-foot 
limestone drop on Haha Wakpa 
(the Mississippi River) and 
roiled through now-submerged 
islands at their base. Dakota and 
other Indigenous people came 
to Owámniyomni for ceremony 
and to Spirit Island, a sacred 
place destroyed by industrializa-

Calling Youth Artists 
and Their Fans! 
By THE EDITORIAL LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE

Have you been enjoying the interviews with 
young artists in our community? So have we. And 
we know there are many more cool and talented 
young folks to highlight in the alley pages. 

The artists featured were super excited to be in 
the paper. Their families, too. Here are a few quotes:

Thank you for everything! It has been a wonderful 
experience to do the interview and just that you took 
your time to do this. I love the paper! It’s amazing!

 - Sha’Vontie, Dancer, Singer, Musician, Actor

That looks really good! Thanks so much for 
everything. I can’t wait to get a copy! 

- Orren Fen, Puppeteer 

This looks great, Mary Ellen!  I’ll be hitting up 
neighbors for their copies for the grandparents. 

- Orren’s Mother

Noelle became an instant hit with some of my 
extended family. They didn’t know she loved paint-
ing and now they are requesting (and offering to 
pay!) for her art. It’s built up her confidence. - 
Noelle’s Mother

The week Andrew’s article was printed, we got a 
ton of texts and comments from friends who read it. 
He got so much positive feedback. 

- Andrew’s Parents

Continued on page 11...

Many more on PAGE 6!

Continued on page 5...

Collage by GGN for Friends of the Falls and NACDI 
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COMMUNITY VOICES FROM 
THE EAST PHILLIPS CARNIVAL 

AND OPEN STREETS

East Phillips is 
not a Sacrificial 
Zone 
EPNI continues to Negotiate 
with Minneapolis
By EPNI BOARD

On June 30th the City 
Council of Minneapolis 
approved 13-0 to 
move forward with its 
negotiations with East 
Phillips Neighborhood Institute (EPNI) 
on Mayor Frey’s proposed Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) offer regarding 
the City’s “Hiawatha Expansion Project” 
proposal from the City Council to the 
Minneapolis City Attorney’s Office. We 
are aware of the confusing messaging 
that has been released by the City that 
conveys a “finalized deal” and we affirm 
EPNI’s ongoing commitment to trans-
parency and to health and safety for our 
low-income, majority BIPOC neighbor-
hood. In pursuance of the City’s proposed 
Hiawatha Expansion Project,  which they 
would locate in East Phillips across the 
street from Little Earth of United Tribes 
Housing, a day-care and numerous family 
residences, the city has offered EPNI: 3 
acres of land and 24 months of exclusive 

VOTING 
MATTERS

What Happens 
When You Cast 
a Ballot? Read 
about the process 
on page 8

PRIMARY 
ELECTION DAY IS 
AUGUST 9th! 
Read more on 
Page 10

Abortion Resources:
New expansion of reproduc-
tive rights in Minnesota and 
where to find more informa-
tion

By JESSIE MERRIAM

On July 13, Ramsey County District 
Judge Thomas Gilligan ruled that “Min-
nesota abortion laws  relating to mandated 
physician care, hospitalization, criminal-
ization, parental notification, and informed 
consent” are unconstitutional under state 
law.
To take effect immediately, abortions in 
Minnesota no longer require:
• A 24 hour waiting period
• A physician to perform the procedure
• Minors to notify both parents
• Informed consent
• Hospital procedures after the first 

trimester

Shaping a 
Vision for 
Owámniyomni, 
St. Anthony 
Falls
By AMANDA WIGEN, FRIENDS OF THE FALLS

Beware First 
Care
By MONICA BICKING

First Care, with a new loca-
tion soon to open on Chicago 
Ave and 21st St. is not a clin-
ic, but rather an anti-abor-
tion counseling center. It is 
an organization owned by 
Evangelical Christians with an 
agenda to shame and intimi-
date pregnant people to man-
tain their pregnancy and not 
have an abortion. It is part of 
a complex and multifaceted 
strategy to control female bod-
ies and prevent abortions that 
has made great strides with 
the recent overturn of Roe vs 
Wade. While abortion remains 
legal in Minnesota, anti-abor-
tion activists continue to be 
hard at work to make sure 
access to abortion is limited in 
Minnesota and throughout the 

Continued on page 4...

P 10: MOVIE CORNER: 
ELVIS

Events!Events!

Send an email to 
copydesk@alleynews.org 
with a few sentences 
about the artist in your 
life. We can’t wait to intro-
duce more exceptional 
young people to alley 
readers!

tion, to give birth.
When the Upper Lock on 

Minneapolis’ Central Riverfront 
closed to commercial navigation 
in 2015, an opportunity emerged 
to reimagine this historic and 
culturally significant landscape. 
What could we do with this mas-
sive structure - which in many 
ways is a symbol of the dese-
cration of this place - that sits 
adjacent to the Falls?

A non-profit organization 
called Friends of the Falls was 

Will Allen will teach ver-
miculture (using red wiggler 

worms) as part of WEI’s 
composting class at Farmer 

Training Weekend, Sept 
24-25, 2022. 

WEI.ORG

Puppet Lab show-
cases new work at 
Open Eye Theatre, 

August 12-21

8/13

Continued on page 4...
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2615 PARK AVENUE CO-OP: P3

TIPS FOR SUPPORTING SLEEP: P 8

WHO VOTES, WHO DOESN’T?  P10

By MARY ELLEN KALUZA

This alley issue features 
Jude Daniel Anikpo. He was 
recommended by Sha’Vontie’s 
(see June alley) mom. Jude and 
his mother graciously agreed to 
meet with me. Our conversa-
tion didn’t follow the usual Q 
& A format. Jude came with his 
portfolio of drawings and writ-
ings, and our meeting became 
more a presentation of his art. 
I got to see the breadth of 
Jude’s talents. He explained 
the symbolism of objects in 
his drawings, using remark-
ably sophisticated vocabu-
lary. His mother told me that 
a favorite excursion is going 
to the Minneapolis Institute of 
Art, where he impresses her 

with his perspective of different pieces.
Jude is nine years old and going into the 

4th grade. He was dubbed “Jude the Dude” 
by his maternal grandfather who sadly died 
last year. He liked the idea of using that for 
the title to honor his grandfather. Jude also 

wanted to be sure to include his middle 
name after his paternal grandfather in 
Côte d’Ivoire in West Africa. And, he 

told me about his paternal grandmother who 
may have passed on the creative gene to him. 
She is an art enthusiast - once owned an art 
gallery in Côte d’Ivoire - and encourages 

Jude’s creativity. Jude has been able to visit 
his Côte d’Ivoire grandparents multiple 
times and they talk weekly over video. 

Since a very young age (confirmed by 
his mom), Jude has had a fascination with 

reptiles and amphibians which shows up in 
his art. In kindergarten he was drawing life 
cycle diagrams of lizards, adding labels to 
body parts. Lizards naturally led to drawing 
dragons, of course.

By LINDSEY FENNER

If you’ve driven on E 26th 
Street through Phillips this past 
summer, you’ve likely gone past 
the construction site at 26th and 
Chicago where Allina Health is 
building a new Central Utility 
Plant for Abbott Northwestern 
Hospital. Besides the traffic 
headache this has created, the 
bigger problem is that Allina 
has started construction on the 
utility plant before getting the 
final air emissions permit from 
the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency (MPCA). 

Allina Health, which owns 
Abbott Northwestern Hospital 
and has their corporate headquar-
ters in the Midtown building in 

Phillips, applied for the required 
amendment to their existing air 
permit in February 2021. In their 
application, Allina acknowledged 
the need for the final permit 
before construction on the new 
facility could begin. According 
to MN Rule 7005.0100 Subp. 
3a, activities that should not be 
started before a permit is issued 
include “installing building 
supports and foundations, lay-
ing underground pipework, and 
constructing permanent storage 
structures.” 

In an interview, MPCA air per-
mit engineer Jeff Hedman, who 
has been working on the draft 
permit, said he had not been 
aware that Allina had started con-
struction of the utility plant until it 
was brought to MPCA’s attention 
by the alley. They have referred 
the issue to their enforcement 
staff and would not comment 
further. According to Hedman, 
“Enforcement decisions are made 
on a case-by-case basis depend-
ing on the facts of the situa-
tion.” MN Rule 7005.0100 Subp. 
3a states that permit applicants 
who begin construction “before 
obtaining any required permits 
do so at their own risk; a permit 
may not be issued or may not 
contain the terms the applicant 
desires.”

Allina Health responded to the 
alley’s request for comment with 
this statement:

“Allina Health has been dili-
gently engaging with the MPCA 
on our Central Utility Plant 
since 2019. The current Central 
Utility Plant that supports the 
critical operations of Abbott 
Northwestern and Children’s hos-
pitals is well beyond its expect-
ed life. Upgrading to a modern 
Central Utility Plant will ensure 
that we can continue to operate 
the hospital and deliver excep-
tional care to the community 
with more efficient and reliable 
equipment. Considering infla-
tionary pressures and construc-
tion delays, Allina Health took 
prudent steps to advance con-
struction on the Central Utility 
Plant building. At no time have 
we moved forward to operation-
alize the plant, without having 
the proper permit in hand. We 
share the MPCA’s commitment 
to the health of our community 
and look forward to concluding 
the air quality permitting pro-
cess.”

Draft Air Emissions Permit 
in Process

The MPCA has been working 
on creating a draft air emissions 
permit with Allina for over a 
year and half. This process takes 
longer in the Phillips neighbor-
hood. Because Phillips neighbors 
have struggled with the negative 
health impacts of a long history 

Allina Builds Abbott Northwestern 
Hospital Utility Plant Before Getting 

Air Emissions Permit

Nurses Putting Patients 
Before Profits

Minnesota Nurses 
Association 
Authorizes Strike

By HARRY, RN, MNA Union Steward

On August 15th, the nurs-
es of Minnesota’s union hospi-
tals voted to authorize a strike. 
Here’s why:

The world recognized the 
COVID pandemic as a war, the 
biggest global health crisis since 
the Black Plague. Healthcare 

workers, nurses in particular, 
were fighting on the front 
lines. But despite surviv-
ing this horror, and despite 
the hospitals sometimes 
lauding us, nurses were not 
given a hero’s parade. We 
got no GI Bill or signifi-
cant wage increase for being 
battle-hardened survivors. 
Instead, we continue to face 

unprecedented workplace vio-
lence and a choice by hospitals 
to choose profits over patients.

The Minnesota Nurses 
Association has been negoti-
ating new contracts for nurses, 
the first new contracts since 
the pandemic. The hospi-
tals that employ us, includ-
ing Abbott Northwestern and 
Children’s Minneapolis, are 
not taking us seriously.

It is a myth that there is 
a shortage of nurses. In fact, 

Two Rivers Gallery 
Prepares For Remodel
by BEN HEATH

As the Minneapolis American 
Indian Center on Franklin 
Avenue gears up for its expan-
sion over the next few years, 
Two Rivers Gallery is taking 
care of the art. Arts consultant 
Lydia Four Horns has the task 
of locating, identifying, docu-
menting and safely storing all 
the works of art that Two Rivers 
Gallery has collected since its 
first art show in 1975, held at 
what was then the Minnesota 
Regional Native American 
Center.

Since then, the gallery has 
built an extensive collection 

of works by Native 
artists from across 
the country. Some 
of the many artists 
represented include 
JoAnne Bird, Darren 
Vigil Gray, and Fritz 
Scholder. The esti-
mated number of art-
works held by the gal-
lery is around 1,000, 
including the newly 
acquired American 
Indian Movement 
archives. Additionally, 
the immense George 
Morrison wood piece 
spanning approximately 700 square feet on the building exterior 
will be uninstalled and  receive extensive restoration before being 

stored until construction is complete.

Pickets at the ready from the 2010 
MNA  strike

FACEBOOK.COM/MINNESOTANURSES

BEN HEATH

Abbott Northwestern Hospital’s Central Utility Plant under con-
struction at E 26th Street and Chicago Avenue. According to MN 

Rule 7005.0100 Subp. 3a, activities that should not be started 
before an air emissions permit is issued include “installing build-

ing supports and foundations, laying underground pipework, and 
constructing permanent storage structures.”

LYDIA FOUR HORNS

Curatorial Assistant, Sydney Ockenga secures 
an ID tag to materials in the collections

Jude the Dude  

Self-portrait 
with his spirit 

animal

Continued on page 2...
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Continued on page 10...

Public Comment 
Period on Permit 
Opening this Fall

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT OUR  
SAVIOR'S HOUSING -  
VENTURA VILLAGE NEWS P7

ALLEY CAT PAL BY SOL
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By THE EAST PHILLIPS NEIGHBORHOOD INSTITUTE

Negotiations with the city of Minneapolis have failed, and now 
the city is proceeding with its planned demolition of the historic 
Roof Depot building at 1860 East 28th Street after walking out of 
negotiations with East Phillips residents. Now our families, our 
community and our environment face 888 diesel trucks and toxic 
arsenic that will further pollute our already overburdened neigh-
borhood. East Phillips is being treated as an industrial wasteland, 
and it’s making our community members sick! The City Council 
was scheduled to take a vote on demolishing the Roof Depot 
building in late September. We can stop this if the East Phillips 
Neighborhood Institute (EPNI) can raise $200,000 to post bond 
for a legal injunction.

The old Roof Depot site in the East Phillips neighborhood sits 
atop an arsenic plume where arsenic-based pesticides were pro-
duced and stored by a company that once occupied it. The build-
ing’s continued presence helps keep the arsenic in the ground. 
This arsenic previously caused the Environmental Protection 
Agency to designate the area a “Superfund Site,” prompting 
immediate soil removal from over 600 homes.

The city of Minneapolis bought the site to expand its public 
works yard, a project strongly opposed by East Phillips, one of 
the city’s poorest and most polluted neighborhoods, with one of 
the highest concentrations of BIPOC residents. The neighborhood 
already has too much pollution; kids here have higher rates of 
asthma. The city’s plan would add even more pollution from vehi-
cle exhaust and threatens to stir up old arsenic pollution.

Urban Farm, Not Toxic Harm! 

Nurses Go on Three-day Strike at Abbott Northwestern and 
Children’s Hospital

They’re Back! The Return of the Uncles

By LINDSEY FENNER

Over 15,000 nurses represented by the Minnesota Nurses 
Association (MNA) went on a three-day unfair labor practices 
strike from September 12 to 14 at sixteen hospitals around the 
Twin Cities and Northern Minnesota, including two in the Phillips 
neighborhood. The union believes this was the largest strike of 
private-sector nurses in U.S. history. Nurses cited safety and short 
staffing as their main concerns.

Picket lines at Abbott Northwestern and Children’s Hospital 
were a sea of support for striking nurses, with a solidarity rally 
organized by SEIU Healthcare Minnesota & Iowa at Abbott 
Northwestern on Wednesday, September 14. Abbott Mental 
Health and Central Lab workers represented by SEIU have also 
been in contract negotiations with many of the same workplace 
concerns as nurses. The nurses’ union and hospitals have been in 
contract negotiations since March, with the nurses’ collective bar-
gaining agreement expiring at the end of May. Nurses at Abbott 
Northwestern last went on strike in 2016, with a one-week strike 
in June of that year, and a 37 day strike later that fall. 

According to the Union, hospitals canceled negotiations during 
the strike. Contract negotiations were expected to resume after the 
strike ended on September 14.

Uncle Hugo’s Don Blyly

top left: The Wiz- Lundstrum Center for Performing Arts
bottom left: Eden demonstrating her flexibility 

right: Eden from a recent family photo shoot

Continued on page 5...

Continued on page 11...

Continued on page 8...

City Taking Steps to Demolish the Historic 
Roof Depot Building

SUBMISSIONS OPEN 
FOR THE PHOENIX 
OF PHILLIPS! SEE 
PAGE 5 FOR MORE 
INFORMATION.

Edee the Sweetie
 
By MARY ELLEN KALUZA

Remember Jude the Dude from 
last month’s alley? This month 
meet Edee the Sweetie! Eden is 
Jude’s sister, also a very talented 
and smart youth artist. Apparently 
there are no bounds to the creativ-
ity in the Anikpo family!

Eden Anikpo is almost 11 
years old and in the 5th grade. She 
focuses on the performing arts: 
acting, dance, singing and piano, 
to name a few. She has performed 
in ballet, tap and modern dance, 
and just began a hip hop class. 
When asked which performing art 
moves her the most, Eden didn’t 
hesitate a second to say “Acting!” 
She loves portraying characters, 
and hopes that no matter what she 
decides to do in life, acting will 
be a part of it at least “two days 
a week.”

Eden was inspired to take 
up acting by her mother, who 

“brings me to plays and musicals 
at the University of Northwestern,” 
adding that she gets inspiration from 
“Everything!” She also credits her 
teachers at Lundstrum Performing 
Arts in North Minneapolis: Ms. Amy 
and Ms. Julianne for acting; Ms. 

Lachell, her piano teacher; and the 
late Mr. Patrick for dance.

I asked Eden if she’d like to try 
other performing arts. She told me, 
“I’m very flexible so I would like 
to try contortion. I watch a lot of 

By CARZ NELSON

“I’m happy to be open,” says 
Don Blyly, owner of twin book-
stores Uncle Hugo’s Science 
Fiction Bookstore and Uncle 
Edgar’s Mystery Bookstore 
- known collectively as “the 
Uncles”. 

When the bookstores were 
destroyed by looters during the 
George Floyd Uprising, many 
people assumed that Blyly 
would go into retirement and that 
would be the end of the Uncles. 
He smashed those expectations, 
relocating and rebuilding the 
stores in little more than two 
years.

Blyly isn’t the only one 
glad to see the stores reopen. 

Naturally, the Uncles’ return 
is welcomed by their many 
fans in the city, the state, and 
around the world. Perhaps 
the most excited, however, 
is Echo - the store’s canine 
mascot. She has enthusiasti-
cally resumed her duties as 
store greeter. She’s sure to 
give you a wag of the tail if 
you stop by.

The 5000 square foot 
building  at 2716 East 31st 
Street is rich with character. 
Built in 1932, it features a 
WPA painting of Minnehaha 
Falls covering one wall. 
Glass art embedded in the 
floor at the entryway.reflects the building’s history as an art 
glass gallery. The Post Office wanted to purchase the building in 

order to tear it down and use the lot for park-

The picket line turned the corner 
at 26th Street and 10th Avenue 

and proceeded all the way to 
Chicago Avenue.

PETER MOLENAAR

CARZ NELSON

THE ALLEY IS HIRING! 
READ MORE ON P10

CITY SONGS FOR 
LOVING THE EARTH, 
PART ONE IN A NEW 
SERIES, P9
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By A MINNESOTA NURSE

After September’s state-wide 
nursing strike Minnesota hospi-
tals are still unwilling to have 
a reasonable discussion about 
nurses’ labor contract. Nurses 
are baffled about why hospitals 
are not playing ball after eight 
months of negotiations.

Since the pandemic began, 
hospitals have seen a massive 
influx of violence, including 
several instances of visitors 
bringing firearms onto hospital 
floors.

 Nurses are concerned for their 
safety and the safety of their 
patients, but hospitals refuse to 
do things like add metal detec-
tors. Metal detectors are found 
in many schools and grocery 
stores around the state. Should 
your hospital be less secure than 
your Cub?

From the start, hospitals 
have said that they respect their 
nurses. They were cheerlead-
ers during the pandemic, but 
when the dust cleared and nurses 
began demanding better working 
conditions, they said we were 
asking for too much. These are 

Hospitals Ignore Nurses’ 
Pleas for Security after Strike

Promises Broken: 
Minneapolis Advances 
Plans to Demolish Roof 
Depot

Restoring George Morrison’s “Turning 
the Feather Around: A Mural for the 
Indian”

By STEVE SANDBERG

In a 7-4 vote on September 
22, the Minneapolis City 
Council voted to move forward 
with its request for proposals 
(RFP) process to select a ven-
dor to demolish the Roof Depot 
building. Voting 7 in favor, 
4 against, 1 abstention, one 
absent. In favor: Vetaw, Osman, 
Jenkins, Palmisano, Goodman, 
Rainville and Koski.  Against: 
Chavez, Wonsley, Payne and 
Chugtai. Abstained: Johnson. 
Absent: Ellison. East Phillips 
residents and urban farm sup-
porters were denied permission 

Emmett Bostic

Example of the alley article and 
the KRSM Zine

Continued on page 8...

Continued on page 11...

Continued on page 5...

PHOENIX OF PHILLIPS 
COMING SOON! SEE 
PAGE 9 FOR MORE 
INFORMATION.

Introducing Emmett 
By MARY ELLEN KALUZA and EMMETT 
BOSTIC

Emmett was recommended 
for a young artist interview by 
Steve Dreyer, alley board mem-
ber and Ventura Village page 
contributor. Emmett’s name 
might be familiar to readers 
- his byline has appeared on 
the Ventura Village page mul-
tiple times as an intern journal-
ist with KRSM Radio, which 
broadcasts from Waite House 
Community Center.

How old are you? Where did 
you grow up?

Almost 19. I grew up between 
Otsego and Minneapolis. 
I’ve lived in every part of 
Minneapolis but spent most 
of my years in North and 
Northeast.

What high school did you 
go to?

 FAIR High School for Arts
Why did you choose that 

school?
It was advertised as very 

inclusive - and it was. I like the 
arts. Some of my friends also 
went there.

What was your academic 
focus?

I was really into math. I like 
algebra. I took PSEO in high 
school. I didn’t like English, 
but I like writing essays. I’m 
more of an informational writer. 

I didn’t like writing stories.
Your creative focus?
I was into drawing, fell out 

of it, but I’ve started to get 
back into it. I like to cross-
stitch. I made a diorama during 
my senior year. I just like to 
do different crafty things in 
general. And I have a notebook 

Urban Farm supporters testify 
from the floor of an adjourned 

City Council meeting on 
September 22, 2022. Only a 
handful of council members 

stayed to listen to community 
members, including CMs Chavez, 

Johnson, and Wonsley.

George Morrion’s mural “Turning the Feather Around” catches the 
warm autumn sunlight at its current position on the Minneapolis 

American Indian Center’s southeastern facade. 

BEN HEATH

WHO WILL LEAD US?: P3

COMMENTARY:
PLUS:
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to speak at two previous Council 
meetings concerning requests for 
proposals (RFP) for the contract-
ed demolition of the Roof Depot. 
This despite the mayor’s repeated 
promises dating back to July to 
schedule a meeting with the city’s 
environmental consultant Braun 
Intertec to address the commu-
nity’s concerns regarding how 
they would be protected from 
arsenic and other known con-
taminants if demolition occurs 
at the 7.4 acre site. When those 
in attendance were again refused 
permission to speak, the Council 
President abruptly adjourned the 
meeting when testimony from the 

floor began. When proceedings 
reconvened in the afternoon, the 
7-4 vote was taken over con-
tinued loud testimony from the 
floor.

Now the East Phillips 
Neighborhood Institute (EPNI) 
and its allies will host a series 
of events to stop demolition 
leading to the expected Council 
vote to choose a vendor in 
November.

Follow EPNI and it’s actions 
via social media, join our 
email list: UrbanFarmMpls@
googlegroups.com, and give to 
Protect East Phillips Go Fund 
Me.

the same nurses who risked—
and sometimes lost—their 
lives during the pandemic. Lip 
service about respect is not 
cutting it. Nurses need mate-
rial change. 

Hospitals have said they are 
financially unable to meet the 
nurses’ demands, yet during 
the strike they openly offered 
$11,000 or more a week to 
travel nurses who came in as 
strikebreakers. And this was 
just their pay—with agencies 
taking a cut, hospitals’ costs 
were even higher.

Indeed, if hospitals can 
pay a travel nurse $3,000 a 
day, they can afford to  pay 
existing staff $3,000 more a 
year. During the 2010 strike, 
hospitals lost an estimated $2 
million a day. 15,000 nurses 
went on strike this time. At 
the rates hospitals were paying 
them, you can do the math to 
estimate how much this cost. 
It is baffling that this loss is 
financially preferable to pro-
tecting the security of staff 
and patients, or increasing pay 
to keep up with inflation.

STEVE SANDBERG

By TWO RIVERS GALLERY

The Minneapolis American 
Indian Center (MAIC) is pleased 
to announce an agreement with 
the Midwest Art Conservation 
Center (MACC) to deinstall, 
restore and conserve the archi-
tectural façade created by the 
esteemed Minnesota artist 
George Morrison. The 17-foot 
high and 94-foot-wide Western 
Red Cedar mural, funded by 
the National Endowment for 
the Arts, was site-specifical-
ly designed for the MAIC 
in 1974. This agreement is 
aimed to restore the mural, as 
President of the MAIC Board 
of Directors, Sam Olbekson, 
states “keeps with the artist’s 
intent as an outward public-fac-

ing original art piece on the exte-
rior of the building with explicit 
Native design.”  

An integral part of this agree-
ment is to incorporate preser-

vation-focused opportunities 
for Indigenous communi-
ties, as MACC will hire two 
Native American Conservation 
Technicians for six weeks in the 

INDIGO DAVITT-LIU EMMETT BOSTIC
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CONGRADULATIONS 
Phillips’ Class(es) of 2022!!!
To all our 2022 high school students and GED candidates earning a certificate or diploma, congratulations on your achievement! Schools in and 
around Phillips offer diverse routes to educational advancement, including in-person experiences, remote study, traditional high school pathways, 
and specialized programs.

Grads, your community is proud of you! 

By GRACIE HALLBERG-CAIN, LEX HORAN, and 
KOR PACE

As summer settles in, more 
neighbors are out and about 
in the neighborhood - garden-
ing, teaching kids to ride bikes, 
walking dogs. Along with the 
relief of the warm weather, 
it’s also a time when some of 
the issues that we have in the 
Phillips neighborhood become 
more visible. Syringes are 
uncovered when the snow melts. 
Sometimes, we see folks using 
drugs in public areas – situations 
that are often unsafe for the 
people using drugs, as well as 
those around them. This year, 
a group of neighbors has been 
exploring an approach that we 
haven’t tried before: an overdose 
prevention site (OPS). Overdose 
prevention sites are proven to 
save lives and reduce syringe 
litter, and have not been shown 
to increase drug use in the sur-

rounding neighborhood. 
These issues in Phillips are part 

of a bigger picture. According to 
the Minnesota Department of 
Health, overdose deaths rose by 
30% between 2019 and 2020 
and continue to rise. In 2019, 
Black Minnesotans were twice 
as likely to die from a drug over-
dose as white Minnesotans, and 
Native Minnesotans were seven 
times as likely to die of a drug 
overdose as white Minnesotans. 
We need solutions that center 
racial and health equity.

Overdose prevention sites are 
part of a broader approach called 
harm reduction, which is a set of 
proven strategies for addressing 
the negative impacts of drug use. 
OPS are spaces where people 
bring their pre-obtained drugs 
and consume them in the pres-
ence of trained staff who mon-
itor for overdose. Two of these 
sites were opened in New York 

Sha’Vontie lives a few blocks away and she 
often walks by with her dad to visit her cousins 
near me. She always has a cheerful greeting when 
she passes. Makes me smile. Last summer I was 
invited to the cousins’ backyard for a concert 
the kids were putting on. That’s where I first Continued on page 6
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 Youth Performance Company production of Ruby: The Ruby Bridges Story in February/March 2020. 
Cast is performing the song When the Saints Go Marching In. Sha’Vontie in front with plaid dress

YOUTH PERFORMANCE COMPANY

Neighbors and Harm Reduction 
Groups Explore Overdose 
Prevention Site in Phillips

Interview With Sha’Vontie Rose 
Juneau Jackson Hosfield

Continued on page 5

SUMMER IS HERE! 

saw Sha’Vontie sing and play piano. I was very 
impressed with her poise and confidence on the 
stage, on top of her lovely voice. I had no idea I 
only saw a fraction of her many talents and inter-
ests until we met for this interview. 

alley ARTS

•	 SOMALI	FESTIVAL,	P2	(LIBRARY)
•	 SUMMER	EVENTS	AT	THE		
CEMETERY,	P3

By MARY ELLEN KALUZA
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Do you paint, sculpt, dance, sing, write, act, 
or…? Whatever form your creative juices take, 
the alley would love to highlight your talent 
and dedication to your art. Besides making 
your family and friends proud, an article or 
interview in a local paper is a great addition 
to a college or job application! We all benefit 
from the arts. Art and cultural activities uplift 
our spirits and help build community. 

You know how your creative work makes 

you feel, that’s why you do it. Showcasing your 
work in the alley can inspire others to find their 
own artistic expression and reap the benefits. 
And multiply the beauty in our Phillips com-
munity. 

If you are interested, simply send an email to 
copydesk@alleynews.org with a few sentences 
about yourself (or the young artist in your life). 
We will happily connect with you!

Museum Exhibit Presents One Woman’s Journey of Discovery 
Exploring Her Family’s Past

Prepare for Higher 
Heating Costs this Winter

American Indian Flag Library at 
Franklin Library

By ROSELLA DePIETRO, Hennepin History 
Museum

It began by sorting through 
cardboard boxes that had been 
sitting in her parents’ base-
ment for years. When the time 
came to clean out their parents’ 
home, local artist Debra George 
and two brothers divided up 
the boxes. In one of the boxes 
Debra opened, she found two 
small vases she recalled seeing 
atop her grandmother’s writing 
desk when Debra was a little 
girl. She began to wonder not 
only about the origin of these 
vases, but about the unknown 
history of her ancestors as well. 

What Debra George discov-
ered about her family is the 
subject of an exhibit, Family in 

Continued on page 8...

THE PHOENIX OF 
PHILLIPS IS COMING 
TO OUR JANUARY 
ISSUE! SEE PAGE 6

Call Out to Our Neighborhood Artistic 
Youth!

By CARZ NELSON

Flags can be an important 
presence at ceremonies, official 
procedures and programs,  sym-
bolizing identity and status for 

governments and other groups. 
If you are hosting a ceremony or 
official occasion, such as a grad-
uation or tribal event, you might 
decide to display flags as a way 
to signal the event’s importance. 

But finding flags for tribes and 
other Native groups to use can 
be challenging.

Help is here - Franklin 
Library is now the home of 

Postcards from the early 1900s provided valuable clues about Debra 
George’s ancestors. Some of the postcards are in the collage shown here, 
one of twelve collages on exhibit now at Hennepin History Museum.

Left: Queen Bee by Noelle - April 2022 issue, Center Top: KRSM Zine and alley article by Emmett - Nov 
2022 issue, Center Bottom: Sha’Vontie recording - June 2022 issue, Right: Andrew with djembe drum - 
July 2022 issue

PROVIDED BY HENNEPIN HISTORY MUSEUM

WELCOME NEW FOLKS: P5

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
ASSESSMENT: P5

POEM:
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By CITIZENS UTILITY BOARD

Rising energy costs have 
been big news across the world 
this year. As Minnesotans enter 
the heating season, it’s a con-
cern here too. We’re not fans 
of sharing bad news, but many 
of us should expect noticeably 
higher heating costs this win-
ter. Below are some highlights 
from the Winter Fuels Outlook 
provided by the U.S. Energy 
Information Agency. We’ve 
summarized forecasted pro-
pane, electricity, heating oil, 
and natural gas prices mostly 
specific to the Midwest.

During the 2021/2022 heat-
ing season, some fuel prices 
were the highest in 7 years, so 
when we talk about increases 
this year, it is on top of the 
higher prices many experienced 
last year. 

First, let’s start with the 
not-so-bad news. Propane 
prices are not expected to 
change much compared to last 
year. Approximately 11% of 
Minnesota households, primar-
ily in rural areas, use propane. 
Though the price isn’t project-
ed to rise this year, propane 
is significantly more expensive 
than natural gas. 

Approximately 17% of 
Minnesota homes use electric-
ity to heat their homes. Retail 
prices of electricity across the 
Midwest are projected to rise on 
average by 5% compared to last 
year. In Minnesota, specifically, 
substantially larger rate increase 
requests are under consider-
ation for Xcel Energy (which is 
requesting a 24% residential base 
rate increase between 2022-24) 
and Minnesota Power (request-
ing an 18% base rate increase in 
2023). In addition to base rate 
increases, customers are likely 
to see continuing increases in the 
cost of fuel, which is generally 
charged directly to customers in 
a separate line item on bills. 

The cost of heating oil across 
the US is expected to increase by 
approximately 16%. Historically 
this has been the most expensive 
heating fuel in Minnesota. About 
1.5% of Minnesota households 
use heating oil. 

Natural gas users, who com-
prise 66% of Minnesota house-
holds, will see the largest 
increase in their heating prices. 
The EIA is forecasting a 28% 
increase in the Midwest. Natural 

Pieces, on now through Spring 
of 2023 at the Hennepin History 
Museum. Created by Ms. 
George, Family in Pieces shares 
the results of Ms. George’s gene-
alogical results which revealed 
that her earliest ancestors in this 
region played a significant role 
in the formation of the City 
of Minneapolis, information not 
known to Ms. George and her 
brothers. But in her research, 
Ms. George also learned of some 
disturbing aspects of her family 
history and Family in Pieces 
shares how she has attempted to 
come to terms with this history 
as well.

Family in Pieces is a multi-di-
mensional exhibit featuring fam-
ily heirlooms and twelve col-
lages created by Ms. George as 

an artful and innovative way to 
preserve her family stories and 
make them accessible to future 
generations. Ms. George noted, 
“Making art became my way of 
honoring the discovered stories 
about my family history. I hope 
this exhibit and my work will 
inspire others to explore and 
capture their own stories in their 
own ways.”

Visiting the Museum: 
Hennepin History Museum, 2303 
Third Avenue South, Minneapolis on 
MTC’s #11 High Frequency Route. 
Free parking is available at the 
Museum and on Third Avenue. Bike 
racks available.  Visiting requires the 
use of stairs. Open Thursdays and 
Fridays: 10 am – 3 pm; Saturdays: 
10 am – 5 pm. Admission: Free.

JANELLE HOSFIELD

EMMETT BOSTIC FRANCISCO NARANJO



anonymous, Peter and Jane Eichten, Wendy Gaskil, Susan Gust and Harvey 
Winje, Peggy Korsmo-Kennen, Vicki Mahoney, Dave Moore and Linnea 
Hadeway, Ruth Olkon, Leon Oman, Cathy Strobel-Ayres, Jane Thomson

This financial support matters SO MUCH to help this community-governed
media source make ends meet. It also helps the staff and volunteers know

that our efforts matter and to produce the alley and to serve our
community. THANK YOU SO MUCH!
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At home in South Minneapolis since 1921

The Life of a Leaf
By SHELIA BLAND

 
Nibbled on
Rained on

Wind tossed
Chilled

Scorched
Uprooted

Disoriented
Fallen

Downtrodden
Besmirched

Disintegrated

Shelia Bland lives in Midtown Phillips. She 
has been writing most of her life to help her-
self understand the experiences and people in 

her shared world.

Continued from page 1...

Continued from page 3... Hunger Crisis in East 
Africa: What can we do?

Norway, cont. 

Tales, cont. 

According to the World 
Food Program, there is a huge 
crisis of hunger in Africa, the 
Middle East, and other parts 
of the world. For one exam-
ple, we might look at Somalia. 
In Somalia, a September report 
on reliefweb.int states that 6.7 
million people across the coun-
try were expected to face “high 
levels of acute food insecurity” 
from September to December 
of 2022. Of those, 2.2 mil-
lion were projected to be in 
“Emergency” and 300,000 peo-
ple in “Catastrophe.” Many of 
those are children.* 

There are apparently a cou-
ple reasons for this awful sit-
uation. One is that there have 
not been good rains in areas of 
Somalia for about four years. 
If this situation were to happen 
in Minnesota, maybe we could 
get our food from Illinois or 
Ohio, for example. The federal 
government would likely help 
out. It would be devastating, 
but probably most people would 
survive. However, in a situation 
such as Somalia’s there may be 
lack of infrastructure to trans-
port food, and food may be so 
expensive that people do not 
have the financial resources to 
buy it from another country. 
We cannot even hardly imagine 
what this is like. Think about 

waking up on a certain morn-
ing, and there just is no money 
for food. You just don’t have 
it; your children (and you also) 
may be hungry, and the food 
may or may not be out there, but 
if it is, it’s so highly priced that 
there is simply no way to make 
a purchase. What does a person 
do in a hunger situation?  A per-
son suffers. Children may be the 
worst hit, because they are still 
growing. Their weight drops, 
they could become listless, and 
be vulnerable to diseases that 
healthy children would not have.

A second reason for this huge 
crisis (in reference to the world-
wide situation of hunger) is war. 
When a country or a group in 
a country goes to war, people 
are pushed off their land. That 
means they can’t plant, or if 
they have planted, they cannot 
harvest. Peaceful resolution of 
conflict is therefore very import-
ant. But some conflicts rage on. 

What can we do? Awarenss 
and support are two things we 
can do which really make a 
difference! Just keeping track 
of what’s happening is good, 
without becoming too depressed 
about the issue. It’s not good to 
spend too much time focusing 
on something that is extremely 
bad. Your mind cannot handle 
it. But a little information can be 

helpful. 
Support can be helpful 

because we in some ways are 
really blessed here in the U.S. 
Not everyone has a small 
donation to spare to help alle-
viate hunger, but many of us 
do. Many of us live in luxury, 
compared to how certain peo-
ple in other countries live. We 
take clean water for granted, 
sometimes. We take a full 
meal for granted! I often do, 
anyway. But my attitude is 
wrong. I should be grateful 
for everything. Then I can see 
things in perspective--a little 
help to the right organization 
will go a long way toward 
helping someone else, and 
also toward helping myself. 

Which organizations are 
good for us to help? Look 
at the organization’s website. 
Use a watchdog agency’s 
website also; for example, 
charitynavigator.org. Just one 
individual taking one small 
step makes a very, very large 
difference. I can’t explain 
this phenomenon. But it’s 
exciting to think that just one 
individual can really be an 
effective agent for change for 
the better! 

*https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/
somalia-acute-food-insecurity-
and-malnutrition-snapshot-l-june-
december-2022   

Bruce Magnuson has lived 
in Phillips for 12 years. He 
works and attends church in 
Minneapolis and is proud to 
call Minneapolis home.

By BRUCE MAGNUSON

with tension cables—looking 
like sailing ships anchored in a 
harbor.

Wood is an important ele-
ment with the new wood-clad 
entrance to Norway House, 
designed with a tower remi-
niscent of a Norwegian stave 
church. It provides a bridge to 
the older structure of Norway 
House, also painted in the icon-
ic indigo blue. The new struc-
ture also enables Norway House 
to have a pedestrian-friendly 
entrance from Franklin Avenue.

And then there is Norway 
House’s contribution to the 
neighborhood’s public art land-
scape, the pine cone sculpture 
“Seeds,” designed by sculpture 
artist Finn Eirik Modahl from 
Bergen, Norway. At 16.5 feet tall 
and patterned after Minnesota’s 
State Tree the Norway Pine, the 
sculpture makes an impressive 
statement. The sculpture pro-
vides a focal point in relation 
to Min dekirken, the historic 
Norwegian-speaking church 
which is located at the diagonal 
corner of the plaza. The sister 
sculpture “Konglo” to “Seeds” 
can be found on the island of 
Sotra outside of Bergen.

But while “Konglo” was 
crafted in copper, “Seeds” has 

been executed in a polished 
steel. “This is built to last,” said 
Modahl. The reflective quality 
of the material means that you 
never experience the sculpture in 
the same way, depending on the 
light and what is being reflected.

You can see both what is 
around you and your own image 
in the sculpture, with a perspec-
tive that is constantly changing. 
Standing as an open sculpture, 
it is a magnet for children to 
run around and takes on a living 
quality.

“This sculpture builds toward 
the future,” said Modahl. 
“Always changing and evolv-
ing, the sculpture goes right into 
the core and idea of Norway 
House.”

Norway House is pleased to 

welcome all its Ventura Village 
and Phillips community neigh-
bors to come visit both its out-
door sculpture and its indoor 
spaces, which include an art 
gallery, cafe, gift shop, and 
spaces for meetings and events. 
Hours are Tuesdays 12 to 4, and 
Wednesdays through Saturdays 
10 to 4. Except for special 
events, it is closed Sundays and 
Mondays. As the Norwegians 
would say, “Velkommen!”

Source: “A new place for gather-
ing and a new landmark” by Lori 
Ann Reinhall, The Norwegian 
American, 11/3/22. 
See www.norwayhouse.org and 
www.norwegianamerican.com for 
more information.

January Events

Board Meeting:
Tuesday, January 10, 5:30pm

Community Meeting:
Tuesday, January 24, 6:30pm

All meetings take place on Zoom

a visit to the cemetery but, then 
again, maybe not.

When the cemetery reopens 
in the spring you might want to 
stop in and see some of these 
treasures for yourself.

Do you read “the 
alley”? 

Want it to continue, grow, improve, 
and land at your  

doorstep or on a newsstand  
as a “free newspaper”  

each month? 

Contribute!  
Go to Alley Communications on GiveMN, 
or send a check to P.O. Box 7006, Mpls., 

MN 55407

A small section of Block G from the cemetery’s plat book.

Sue Hunter Weir is chair of 
Friends of the Cemetery, an orga-
nization dedicated to preserving 
and maintaining Minneapolis 
Pioneers and Soldiers Cemetery. 
She has lived in Phillips for 
almost 50 years and loves living 
in such a historic community.

Artist Finn Eirik Modahl shakes hands with Queen Sonja, as 
Norway House Director of Exhibitions Max Stevenson and 

Executive Director Christina Carleton stand by.

                                                                       
Support local news! Ask us 
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THE ALLEY! 
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A HUGE THANK YOU TO THE

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTORS TO

ALLEY COMMUNICATIONS, PUBLISHER OF 
the alley!!!!!!

alley cat friends, from drawings 
done by Open Streets visitors
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SUE HUNTER WEIR



“We really enjoyed the young artist 
features. Ms. Kaluza’s financial advice 

was also spot on, as well as Ms. Fenner’s 
Covid commentary.”

Dave Moore + Linnea Hadaway, Spirit of 
Phillips and Dave’s Dumpster
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“The theme of the Alley Newspaper is 
not only to survive, but thrive in a media 

juggernaut.”

Howard McQuitter II, Movie Corner
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Howard McQuitter II

Raise Your Voice

Consider 
the Time
By PETER MOLENAAR

As per the familiar Big 
Bang, the age of our universe 
is said to be 13.772 billion 
years (give or take). However, 
for old timers such as myself, 
this estimate is disconcerting. 
For heaven’s sake, what time 
was it before the beginning 
of time?

Dear astronomers, please 
consider the possibility that 
time has no beginning nor end, 
and therefore, the dimension 
of time is cyclical in nature. 
Then please, consider the cor-
ollary: our universe will con-
tinue to expand but only to a 
maximum limit, after which, 
it will (again) contract to its 
minimal size limit. In other 
words, the phenomenon of the 
Big Bang is itself infinitely 

cyclical in nature.
It seems we ponder such 

things as Christmas and the new 
year approaches!

Is it normal for the ‘phil-
osophical materialist’ to com-
mend the life of Jesus? Well in 
fact, Jesus actively opposed the 
exploiters and oppressors of his 
day. So, the answer is: yes.

But, is the “materialist” 
allowed to believe in God, if he 
or she believes consciousness 
is a product of the evolution 
of matter (i.e., believes in the 
‘primacy of matter’)? Well, that 
depends… right? Consider, how-
ever, that the associated ‘theo-
ry of reflection’ illuminates the 
content of consciousness, while 
failing miserably to demystify 
the ‘essence of consciousness’. 

Movie Corner

By HOWARD MCQUITTER II

 
 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Pictures  2022
Horror/Romance/Drama
  

How do I describe Director 
Luca Guadagnino’s film 
Bones and All? Icky. Unique 
but macabre. Achingly 
prosaic. Presents an anemic 
romance that seems to be 
not natural. The chemistry 
between the two lovers is 
mostly tepid. And cannibal-
ism is the theme where the 
main characters deliberately 
prey on other humans for 
food. Yes, this horror-ro-
mance-drama will not be 
pleasing to your palate.

A young woman, Maren 
(Taylor Russell), realizes 
she has a need for human 
flesh (not just blood like 
vampires). Her propensi-
ty for snacking on human 
flesh gets her in serious 
trouble at a slumber party 
when she bites off a girl’s 
finger. Her father (Andre 

Holland, Moonlight [2016], 
Passing [2021]) is aware of 
her affliction and immedi-
ately leaves with her to an 
undisclosed place. Soon he 
abandons her. Maren is 18 
years old and has to fend 
for herself. She wanders 
through back country roads, 
perhaps for miles on end.

She stops in a convenience 
store to shoplift when she 
sets eyes on Lee (Timo-
thée Chalamet), an outcast 
like her, also an “eater” of 
humans. But shortly before 
meeting him, she’s spot-
ted by a strange older man 
called Sully (Mark Ry-
lance), who claims he can 
smell an “eater” like him-
self. Sully will become a 
nuisance later on in the film. 
He’s a stalker, something 
she will come to realize. But 
with Lee, she goes to vari-
ous states (Nebraska, Ohio, 
Minnesota, etc.) to find her 
mother she’s never known. 
Looking for her mother is 
one of the few redeeming 
things in the movie. Think 

Bones and 
All

Peter Molenaar

At the very least, it follows 
then that Marxism must share 
the road with the liberation 
theology which stems from 
Christianity.

A reminder note:
At some point in time in the 

not so distant future, our col-
lective existence will become 
unsustainable lest the capi-
talists forfeit their ownership 
of the means of production. 
Such an historical moment is 
referred to as a ‘revolution-
ary situation’… during which 
‘democracy’ will (at this junc-
ture) impose its will in order 
to establish a socialist society. 
May we all live to see the day!

CHAPTER 27: Light 
Bends to the Heart

By PATRICK CABELLO HANSEL

Luz and Angel, with Angelito 
in tow, stood in front of the day 
care where they had last seen 
their daughter Lupe. It seemed 
like days since they were last 
there—no, much more than that: 
years, scores of them, more than 
a century they had traveled. And 
yet, in our cold benighted age, it 
was but a few hours. They still 
had the scrap of paper that read:

Don’t worry.
We have your light blessing.
You will know where she is.
They took it out and looked at 

it again. This time, they noticed 
the marks on the bottom of the 
page. There were two arrows 
^ ^ pointing up, and a vertical 
straight line. next to it. Luz took 
the note from Angel’s hands, 
held it to her face, and said:

“There’s something missing 
here.”

Angel peered at it. “Or we’re 

missing something,” he said.
They stared at it for a long 

minute, trying to figure it out. 
Then their 4 ½ year old son 
spoke, the one who always 
seemed to find the way:

“Look, papi,” he said. 
“There’s a bit of the note still 
stuck to the door.”

When Luz took the scrap and 
held it to the note in their hands, 
the initials became clear: ML.

“ML!” Angel shouted. “Does 
that mean Mother Light?”

“What else could it mean?” 
Luz said. “We don’t know any-
one with those initials.”

“But we don’t know who she 
is this time, Luz!” Angel said, 
his voice breaking.

(Readers will remember that 
in the first story “Searching”, 
Mother Light saved and healed 
Angel after he had been severely 

beaten. Then she was present in 
the body and life of an African-
American woman who had lived 
and healed in the neighbor-
hood for decades. But that soul 
had passed on over two years 
ago. Mother Light was like a 
Phoenix, one who rose again, 
not out of the ashes of a flaming 
nest, but in a humble heart cho-
sen as a guide for searchers. She 
had inhabited Dakota elders, a 
101 year old Swede, a child of 
ten. Luz and Angel had caught 
glimpses of her in the past few 
years, but could never say: This 
is her. This is where she resides.)

“How will we find her?” 
Angel asked Luz.

Luz was still for a moment. 
She could feel something mov-
ing inside of her, some wind 
of hope that had been crowded 
out by the darkness of that day, 
the darkness she had carried for 
many years.

“Remember,” she began 
slowly, and as she said the word 
it realized its power. So she 
repeated it. And then again.

“Remember. Remember, 
Angel,” she began. “That’s what 
the Pastora at the church said 
the night we had the vigil at the 
mural. Remember?”

“The night after the mural 
was vandalized?” Angel said.

“Yes!” Luz said. “It happened 
to be February 2: Candelaria or 
Groundhog Day, one of those 
turning points. We lit candles 
and sang and promised to restore 
the mosaics and paint. And to be 
the light wherever we were.”

“Of course!” Angel said. “And 
there was a little girl, maybe 5 or 
6 named Sofia, who said that she 
could feel the light in her heart. 
But how will that help us?”

Luz shook her head.
“I don’t know,” she said. “But 

we have to keep searching for 
the light.”

Angel looked at her and then 
at his young son. A light seemed 
to shine from the boy’s eyes, 
a light that could not be extin-
guished.

“What do you think, mi’jo?” 
Angel asked him.

“I think there are a lot of 
hearts in this place,” he said.

His parents nodded, not really 
understanding.

“I know where there is one,” 
Angelito shouted. “Follow me!”

As the boy started marching 
north on Cedar, his parents had 
no choice but to follow.

Patrick Cabello Hansel

Nurses, cont.
Continued from page 1...

labor.
Further guarantees of patient 

and employee safety could be 
laid out in legislation at the 
state capital. The Minnesota 
Keeping Nurses at the Bedside 
Act is a vital piece of legis-
lation that needs to become 
law. It would recruit and train 
nursing students to Minnesota, 
retain experienced nurses, and 
review hospital safety data. In 
May 2022, the act passed the 
State House, but stalled in the 
State Senate. With the new sen-
ate session next year, there may 
be enough support to finally 
make these essential provisions 
to healthcare the law of the 
land. 

about a child with a father 
who abandons her and a 
mother who she’s never 
seen. Lee has a sister and 
mother in Kentucky he 
doesn’t visit much. But the 
two young people thrive 
on murdering and eating 
people. Lee leads by find-
ing unsuspecting victims 
they both can chew on. At 
the end of the film I have 
had far too much for my 
mind, spirit, body and, last 
but not least, my palate. 

Guadagnino directed 
Timothée Chalamet in 
another film, Call Me by 
Your Name (2017), about 
forbidden love set in the 
1980s in Italy.

Cast:Timothée Chala-
met (Lee), Taylor Russell 
(Maren), Mark Rylance 
(Sully), Andre Holland 
(Maren’s father), Ellie 
Parker (Jackie), Madeleine 
Hall (Kim), Chloë Sevigny 
(Janelle). 
Director: Luca Guadag-
nino. 
Running time: 131 min-
utes. (R)

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures  

The Amazon organizing 
campaign, seen here greet-
ing workers during a shift 
change, initially rallied 
from CTUL headquarters, 
George Floyd Square.

 

PETER MOLENAAR



Look How Far We Have Come!

BACKYARD INITIATIVE COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER’s space in 2013

BACKYARD COMMUNITY 
HEALTH HUB’s
space in 2019

COMMUNITY HEALTH HUB.... 
coming in 2023!!!!

Watch for announcements on the Community Health Hub’s 
opening of their new space on the BACK PAGE  of the alley!


