
Phillips Imaginary is a proj-
ect to help folks dream about 
the possibilities of urban design, 
real or far-fetched, and share 
these ideas through drawings of 
what could be. Your idea com-
bined with renderings of your 
vision created by Radicle Land 
Collective could end up in the 
alley! Send in your thoughts to 
radiclelandcollective@gmail.
com and keep an eye out for the 
first in this series in an upcoming 
issue!
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Time to Activate An 
Uprising of Support 
Around East Phillips

East Phillips neighbors and allies overflowed the City Council Chamber on January 26 in opposition to the 
demolition of the Roof Depot building. The City Council approved the demolition on a 7-6 vote. Pending 
ongoing legal action, demolition is expected to begin in late February.

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR:  MIDTOWN 
PHILLIPS ANNUAL MEETING 

FEBRUARY 28!

Youth Performance Company
BY MARY ELLEN KALUZA

I first learned about the 
Youth Performance Company 
(YPC) after interviewing 
Sha’Vontie Rose Juneau 
Hosfield as the June 2022 
alley’s spotlighted youth art-
ist. This December I went to 
see Sha’Vontie in YPC’s The 
Velveteen Rabbit with my 
(adult) daughter. We both left 
the performance uplifted and 
happy. 

This was not the The 
Velveteen Rabbit old timers 

will remember from their youth. 
YPC’s version is clever, humor-
ous, and much more entertain-
ing. YPC’s new Artistic Director 
Maya Washington (an alum of 
YPC herself) wrote, directed 
and choreographed this mod-

By ANDREW FAHLSTROM 

Minneapolis is a deliberate 
settlement built on Native land. 
The land we live on was taken 
through brutal violence, unilat-
erally justified through force 
and broken treaties and lies. The 
repercussions of this original 
violence shapes so much about 
our lives to this day.

As you read this, the now 
long-established City of 
Minneapolis is practicing its 
own version of Manifest Destiny 
on an area of land in the East 
Phillips neighborhood. The City 
is hell-bent on shoving a diesel 
vehicle parking lot and mainte-
nance yard down the throats of 
our neighbors. It will sit on the 
site of the former Roof Depot 
business, which itself sits on 
top of a federal Superfund toxic 
contamination site.  The City has 
been steadily advancing a night-
mare plan that will amplify the 
effects of the industrial pollution 
from the asphalt plant and metal 
foundry that already choke chil-
dren’s lungs in the Little Earth 
community and the surround-
ing neighborhood. The playbook 
they are working from is one 
that has always forced more pol-
lution, industry, contamination, 
and violence into poorer and 
more diverse neighborhoods and 
ignored their pleas to stop the 
abuse. 

Home to Little Earth and 
thousands of native peoples, 

East Phillips has always been 
a place for visionary building 
of community, culture, alterna-
tives, and healing. It has also 
always been a battleground for 
stopping extraction, contami-
nation, violence, displacement, 
and divisions. East Phillips has 
been fighting back! Our neigh-
bors in East Phillips have been 
asking for our help defending 
themselves against the cold 
machine and bureaucracy of the 
City of Minneapolis for years. 
As demolition at the site looms 
in February we are all faced with 
a test, what will we decide to 
do?   

Our experiences over the past 
few years remind us, in both 
intense and simple ways, that 
together we both can and will 
take bold action to care for each 
other and protect our communi-
ty and protect the sacred. Our 
recent experiences have also 
made it painfully clear that there 
is no corporation-centric gov-
ernment force that we can count 
on to save us from violence, 
abuse, and nonstop extraction 
and displacement. It’s up to us 
to act, and to act boldly.

 Our friends and neighbors 
have not backed down. They 
face a multi-billion dollar City 
bureaucracy that has been wea-
ponized against them, but their 
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EAST PHILLIPS NEIGHBORHOOD INSITUTE

By MATTIE WONG

“If only they had put a 
cut-through here!” “What if 
Phillips had a protected bicy-
cle lane on every street?” 
“Phillips should have heated 
sidewalks!” Have you ever 
imagined something in your 
neighborhood, or felt like you 
saw a solution that would 
make the neighborhood better, 
if only it had been designed 
that way? 

Introducing Phillips 
Imaginary: Visualizing 
Urban Design Ideas from 
Neighbors

 An example of an urban design project rendering done by a member of Radicle Land Collective. This 
image explores the idea of a community design school spread out on a greenway in the Anacostia 

neighborhood in Washington, DC. 

H
U
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The existing pedestrian overpass creates an 
opportunity for a revolving tactical urbanism
project, created as a collaboration among 
community, Anacostia High School students, 
and students at the design school.

DC-295 is level with the greenway here.

The proposed greenwayunder community 
control would help curb some of the negative 
effects of gentrification that a project like this
could create. 

Anacostia High School, currently shifting towards a 
Career and Technical Education model, will focus 
on Public Leadership and Architecture and Civil 
Engineering.  A community design school in close 
proximity would help support these efforts.

MATTIE WONG

ern adaptation. The cast was 
beautifully diverse in age, race, 
and gender. Sha’Vontie played 
the title role of the Velveteen 
Rabbit. She and all of the cast 
were terrific! The music by 
Kymani Kahlil, local composer 
and musician, was fabulous; and 
the choreography perfect. 

I think what impressed me the 
most though, was the Q&A after 
the performance. All the actors 
were poised,      articulate, funny, 
and affectionate. It hit me how 
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CALL FOR 
SUBMISSIONS

Is there 
something 
going on in 
Phillips that 
should be 
noted in the 

alley? 

Let us know 
all about it by 
sending your 

sentences 
and/or 

photographs 
to: 

copydesk@
alleynews.org

Tales from 
Pioneers and Soldiers 

Memorial Cemetery
By SUE HUNTER WEIR

207th in a Series

Alley Communications IS 
connecting neighbors, promoting 

art and culture, advocating for 
issues, building health community, 

facilitating deliberation, lifting every 
voice, documenting history, agi-

tating for change, giving truth and 
democracy a jog forward. 

Guided and Informed by:  
Phillips residents

Governed by Directors: Cathy Strobel-
Ayres, Steve Dreyer, Susan Gust, Lee 

Leichentrit, John Charles Wilson

Operated by Editorial Leadership 
Team: Lindsey Fenner, Laura Hulscher, 

Mary Ellen Kaluza, Carz Nelson, and 
Harvey Winje

Managed by: Sonya Ewert

Facilitated by: Graphic Designer and 
Coordinator, Mattie Wong

Page Coordinators: Steve Dreyer and 
Daniel Dorff, VV News; EPIC News; Sunny 

Sevigny, MPNA News; J Randolph, 
PWNO; Roberta Barnes and Susan Ann 
Gust, Back Page. Social Media: Lindsey 

Fenner, Jessie Merriam, Susan Gust

February Contributors to the alley: 
A24, Jude Anikpo, Roberta Barnes, 

Shelia Bland, Cultural Wellness Center 
and CWC Health Hub, Daniel Dorff, 
DJR Architecture, Steve Dreyer, East 
Phillips Improvement Coalition, East 

Phillips Neighborhood Institute, 
Andrew Falhstrom, Lindsey Fenner, 

Susan Gust, Linnea Hadaway, Patrick 
Cabello Hansel, Rep. Hodan Hassan, 

Ben Heath, Hennepin County Libraries 
and Covid-19 Response, Hinterhands 

Puppet Company, Dwight Hobbes, Laura 
Hulscher, Sue Hunter Weir, In the Heart 
of the Beast Puppet and Mask Theatre, 

Mary Ellen Kaluza, Marti Maltby, Howard 
McQuitter II, Jessie Merriam, Midtown 

Global Market, Midtown Phillips 
Neighborhood Assoc., Dave Moore, 

Carz Nelson, Peter Molenaar, Open Eye 
Theatre, Phillips West Neighborhood 
Organization, Kali Pliego, J Randolph, 
Sunny Sevigny, Michelle Shaw, United 
Artists Releasing, John Vachon, Seng 
Vang, Ventura Village Neighborhood 

Organization, Mattie Wong, Youth 
Performance Company

DONATIONS 
Thank you to neighbors, readers, 
advertisers, subscribers, GiveMN, 
and Community Shares MN dona-
tions. Alley Communications  is a 
Not-for Profit 501C-3; donations 

are tax deductible.

the alley is delivered to every house 
in Phillips by Jeff Matson and to 170 

apartments, businesses, places of wor-
ship, institutions in Phillips and in nine 

adjacent alley radius neighborhoods by 
Peter Molenaar.

Board meetings: 6:30 PM 2nd Tuesday 
by Zoom. Editorial Leadership Team 2nd 

Monday 8:30 -10:00am, 4th Thursday 
6:30-8pm by Zoom.

 
Correspondence becomes the proper-
ty of the alley and may be published.

Journalists’ opinions in the alley and 
social media are not the opinion of Alley 

Communications, et al.

P.O. Box 7006
Mpls., MN 55407

submissions: copydesk@
alleynews.org

City Leaders at an Impasse, Garbage Piles 
Grow

Submissions due the 
15th day of the previous 

month 

3 Pound Cats
Something I Said

Library News
By CARZ NELSON

All information listed here 
is accurate as of February 15, 
2023. For the most recent infor-
mation, check out the library 
website at www.hclib.org.

FRANKLIN LIBRARY HOURS 
 
Monday                 9 AM to 5 PM 
Tuesday               12 PM to 8 PM 
Wednesday 12 PM to 8 PM 
Thursday 12 PM to 8 PM 
Friday   9 AM to 5 PM 
Saturday  9 AM to 5 PM 
Sunday  12 PM to 5 PM

HOSMER FILM SERIES: THE 
IMMORTAL LIFE OF HENRI-
ETTA LACKS (2017)

The Hosmer Film series 
offers adult patrons a chance to 
gain exposure to a variety of 
viewpoints with films from var-
ious cultures and communities. 
February’s film, The Immortal 
Life of Henrietta Lacks, is based 
on a true story of a cancer vic-
tim whose cells were harvested 
without her knowledge. Starring 
Oprah Winfrey.
Hosmer Library
February 1 at 5:30 - 7 PM

BLOCK PRINTING: WINTER 
LANDSCAPES

Celebrate the winter season 
with a handmade touch! Learn 
how to design, draw, carve and 
print using a linoleum cutter and 
printing block. Then use your 
favorite colors of ink and press a 
set of handmade cards to give to 
friends and family. Register now 
at hclib.org while spaces are still 
available. 
Franklin Library
March 1 at 2 - 3:30 PM

URBAN 4-H
A youth leadership club that’s 

driven by curiosity. For adoles-
cents.
Franklin Library
Tuesdays at 4-5:30 PM 

COFFEE & CONVERSATION
Join us for Coffee & 

Conversations.
Franklin Library
Second Friday of the 
month 10 AM to 12 Noon

 
WAY TO GROW

Way to Grow connects par-
ents of kids ages 0-8 to a cul-
ture-to-culture family educator 
to help with resources and pro-
vide support and education.
Franklin Library
Tuesdays at 3 to 5 PM

 
STEAM WORKSHOP

The Franklin Library’s Teen 
Tech Squad leads education and 
entertainment for kids 8-plus on 
topics in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art and Math. 
Franklin Library
Wednesdays at 5-6 PM

EMERGE
A Workforce Coach from 

EMERGE will be available to 
work with people aged 16-21.
Franklin Library
Wednesdays at 3 to 5 PM

 
ANIME CLUB

Anime Club for adolescents.
Franklin Library
Wednesdays at 6:30 - 8 
PM

 
CAREER AND JOB 
ASSISTANCE

Meet with a CareerForce 
employment specialist at 
Franklin Library for job and 
career help. Stop by for individ-
ual assistance with job search-
ing, resume writing, and more!
Franklin Library
Second Monday of the 
month at 1 PM - 3 PM

 
HOMEWORK HELP

Both Franklin and Hosmer 
Libraries offer free one-on-one 
tutoring for K-12 students.
Franklin: Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 3:30-7:30 
PM, Saturdays at 1-5 PM
Hosmer: Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 4-7:30, 
Saturdays at 1-4 PM

SMALL BUSINESS 
INFORMATION

The City of Minneapolis 
Small Business Team is holding 
public office hours at Franklin 
Library. This is a great oppor-
tunity for people with questions 
about starting, maintaining, or 
expanding their businesses. 
Please feel free to drop in – no 
appointment needed. 

Dwight Hobbes

Cemetery in the 1930s. Looking southeast toward Cedar Avenue and Lake Street.

Franklin Library
Second and fourth Tues-
days of the month at 12 
to 2 PM

VETERAN RESOURCES
Senior Outreach Coordinator 

of MACV (Ending Veteran 
Homelessness), will be available 
to talk to veterans and connect to 
resources.
Franklin Library
Thursdays at 12 to 1 PM

 
RESOURCES AND SUPPORT

The Bridge for Youth vis-
its Franklin Library the fourth 
Wednesday of each month, 2 to 
5 PM. They connect people with 
resources and provide hygiene 
items and other supplies. Look 
for them in their outreach van on 
the corner of 14th and Franklin 
Avenues.
Franklin Library 
Fourth Thursday of the 
month at 2 - 5 PM

FREE FOOD 
Franklin and Hosmer 

Libraries are collaborating with 
Every Meal to distribute free 
meal bags. Bags are free for any-
one to take, while supplies last.

READING SUGGESTIONS
Looking for a good book to 

read? You could ask a librarian. 
At hclib.org, towards the bottom 
of the page, you’ll find the link, 
Ask us for reading suggestions. 
This leads to a form you fill out 
about what kind of books you 
like, and what kind you don’t 
like. Fill in the form and you 
will get an email with reading 
recommendations. If you don’t 
want to fill out a form, you can 
always ask librarians for recom-
mendations in person, over the 
phone, or via chat.

 
AT HOME SERVICE

At Home service is provid-
ed free of charge to Hennepin 
County residents who can’t get 
to a library due to illness, dis-
ability, or visual impairment. 
To apply for At Home service, 
submit an online application 
or apply by phone at 612-543-
8850.

ASK THE LIBRARY
Have a reference or library 

account question? You can chat, 
email, text, or call the library. 
Chat or email at www.hclib.org/
contact, text to 612-400-7722, 
or call 612-543-KNOW (5669) 
to reach library staff by phone.

Español/Spanish: Llame o 
envíe un texto al 651-503-8013 
para recibir ayuda en español.

Hmoob/Hmong: Hu losis 
text rau lub tsev nyeem ntawv 
ntawm 612-385-0886 txais kev 
pab hais lus Hmoob.

S o o m a a l i / S o m a l i : 
Caawimaad Soomaali ah, soo 
wac ama qoraal (text) usoo dir 
maktabada 612-235-1339.

Carz is a Phillips resident 
and an enthusiastic patron of 
Hennepin County Library.

Continued on page 8...

In the cemetery’s early years, 
the city’s center was located 
near what is now the intersection 
of Hennepin and Washington 
Avenues. A visit to the ceme-
tery was regarded as a day-long 
excursion. Over the next 50-75 
years the city moved steadily 
southward and the land around 
the cemetery, and on occasion 
the cemetery itself, had been 
involved in disputes over land 
use near Lake Street. The most 
obvious dispute came to a head in 
the late 19-teens, early 19-twen-
ties, when an effort was made to 
vacate parts of the cemetery and 
develop the land for commer-
cial purposes. More recently, in 
the mid-1960s, one City Council 
Member, most likely unaware 
that there are 22,000 people bur-
ied there, floated the idea that 
the cemetery would make an 
ideal location for the new South 
High School. Both ideas failed.

In 1938, one of the city’s 
biggest problems was garbage. 
Hundreds of stories, many of 
them on the front page, appeared 
in the local papers as local politi-
cians struggled to find a solution 
to the problem. Few disagreed 
about the need to build a new 
incinerator but the debate about 
where to build it had been going 
on for ten years without the 
issue being resolved. One of the 
proposed sites was at 29th Street 
and 20th Avenue, adjacent to the 
cemetery’s northeast corner. It 
was the most popular choice but 

not one that was welcomed by 
those who lived and worked in 
the surrounding area. Members 
of the Minneapolis Cemetery 
Protective Association, a group 
organized to protect and to advo-
cate for the cemetery, stood firm 
in their opposition to that loca-
tion. They supported local res-
idents who formed the South 
Side Protective Committee, a 
group organized to explore what 
legal options might be available 
to those who opposed having the 
incinerator (referred to  rather 

By DWIGHT HOBBES

3 Pound Cats partners with 
clinics to provide seniors 
affordable pet care. A true 
godsend. After all, who is hit 
harder in these tough eco-
nomic times? Yet nonetheless 
need to safeguard our furry, 
four-footed loved ones? Do a 
little price comparison at just 
a few animal hospitals and 
the picture comes into focus. 
For a still clearer idea, visit 
3poundcats.com.

“I originally was trying to 
place 3 rescue - or pound - 
cats into assisted living facil-
ities”, recalls owner-operator 
Dr. Marie Louderback, DVM 
(call her Dr. Marie). “To get 
the cats out of the shelters 
and into homes with people to 
love them and pet them!”  So, 
she  isn’t only giving elders 
a break but has a heart for 
homeless would-be pets. Yes, 
including dogs.

Ani-Meals executive direc-

tor Melanie La Pointe remem-
bers how she met 3 Pound Cats. 
“When I was unemployed and 
had 3 little dogs to take care of, 
my groomer introduced me to Dr. 
Marie. She helped me keep them 
healthy. When I got involved 
with Ani-Meals, I figured out a 
way to get grants to pay for vet 
care for my clients and she was 
the logical person to provide it. 
She is kind and smart, a great 
combination.” La Pointe adds, 
“Dr. Marie Louderback makes 
house calls for basic exams and 
vaccines. That makes it possible 
for people in apartments to keep 
their animals.” Lately, clients 

struggle to pay for exams and 
vaccines. “I’d hate for anyone to 
lose their pet because they can’t 
give them their shots.”

Donations are accepted at 
3poundcats.com to defray costs.

Dwight Hobbes is a long-time 
Twin Cities journalist and essay-
ist.

Resources for Pet Owners

3 Pound Cats In Home Care for 
Cats & Dogs
Home visit pet care is available to Seniors living 
in the Twin Cities metropolitan area. 3 Pound 
Cats partners with local veterinary clinics to 
provide full service  pet care at discounted rates 
for seniors. 3 Pound Cats is owned and operated 
by Dr. Marie Louderback, DVM.
Email: DrMarie@3poundcats.com

Ani-Meals: Meals on Wheels for 
Pets
Ani-Meals delivers pet food once a month to 
Meals on Wheels clients in Minneapolis.
1900 11th Avenue S Minneapolis, MN 55404
(612) 481-9467 

People & Pets Together  
People & Pets Together helps families facing 
economic hardship by operating a pet food shelf 
in Minneapolis, by providing pet food to food 
shelves in the Metro area, and through other 
programs that keep pets healthy and in loving 
homes. PPT is located at Chuck & Don’s Pet 
Wellness Center. 
2501 Minnehaha Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55404
(612) 722-9998
Pet food shelf hours:
Tuesday & Thursday 5:30pm - 8:30pm
Saturday 9:30am - 2:30pm

MNSNAP Minnesota Spay 
Neuter Assistance Program  
Minnesota Spay Neuter Assistance Program 
Professional Corporation is a 501(c)(3) non-

profit organization that provides high-quality, 
high-volume, low-cost spay and neuter services 
to owned animals within underserved and 
low-income communities, animals within the 
rescue and shelter system, and feral cat commu-
nities. We reach pets in neighborhoods where 
cost, transportation or the absence of veterinary 
services is an obstacle to obtaining spay and 
neuter services.
612-720-8236, erin@mnsnap.org

Animal Humane Society 
Animal Humane Society is expanding access to 
affordable veterinary care by offering high-qual-
ity, low-cost services with two fee tiers based on 
annual income.
Free Pet Helpline:
952-HELP-PET (952-435-7738) 
www.animalhumanesociety.org
845 Meadow Ln N, Golden Valley, MN 55422
Other locations: Coon Rapids, Saint Paul, 
Woodbury
      
Minneapolis Animal Care & 
Control (aka “the pound”)
Adoption fees for cats and dogs are $50 for 
Minneapolis residents, plus the cost of a City 
license. Small animals are between $10 and $50. 
All animals available for adoption are healthy. 
They are spayed or neutered, vaccinated, and 
microchipped. 
https://www.minneapolismn.gov/resident-
services/animals-pets/pet-adoption/
612-673-6222
212 17th Ave. N.
Minneapolis, MN 55411

Share Your Ideas to 
Obtain the Greatest 
Prize of All
 By MICHELLE SHAW    

Minneapolis Edible 
Boulevards (MEB) wants to 
hear from you! If you live in 
one of the following neigh-
borhoods, complete the sur-
vey, and enter for a chance to 
win a $25 CUB gift card or a 
Land Back t-shirt from Naokah 
Designs. Most importantly, 
you’ll be helping our commu-
nity by sharing your awesome 
ideas, and that’s priceless. 

Today, MEB offers garden 
resources to the neighborhoods 
that are a part of the Northside 
Green Zone (McKinley, 
Hawthorne, Near North, St. 
Anthony West, Bottineau, 
Marshall Terrace, and Sheridan) 
and the Southside Green 
Zone (East Phillips, Midtown 
Phillips, Phillips West, Cedar 
Riverside, and Ventura Village). 
Additional neighborhood asso-
ciations partnering with us 
are Longfellow, Powderhorn 
Park, Jordan, Webber-Camden, 
and Heritage Park. Go to our 
Facebook and Instagram pages 

for the survey. 
As a small initiative with a fis-

cal sponsor (we aren’t a nonprof-
it), we want to partner with our 
neighbors and hear from those 
living in participating neighbor-
hoods as much as possible. We’d 
also appreciate partnering with 
other Minneapolis Northside 
and Southside neighborhoods 
who continue to experience food 
and environmental injustices. 
The survey also includes ques-
tions about the boulevard grow-
ing ordinance many thought was 
changed in 2014. 

On March 25, we’ll be 
joined by Tomia MacQueen of 
Wildflower Farm and Northeast 
Organic Farming Association, to 
learn how to grow seedlings and 
best practices for transplanting 
them. If there’s time, she’ll also 
teach us about kitchen pantry 
gardening. Find more informa-
tion on facebook and instagram. 

If you aren’t on social media, 
email minneapolisediblebou-
levards@gmail.com so we can 

send links to you for one or 
both of these opportunities. 

As a Northeaster, Michelle 
Shaw joined the City’s 
Community Environmental 
Advisory Commission in 
2017 and became a fierce 
advocate for the Roof Depot 
and for the Northside com-
munity to be included in 
creating Upper Harbor 
Terminal. After spending 
time with community mem-
bers in both Green Zones, the 
area she knew she could best 
partner with community (and 
you can find her subbing at 
a Southside school!) was 
food injustice; Minneapolis 
Edible Boulevards was born 
in 2019.

Tomia MacQueen 
has been an Edible 

Gardens Consultant 
for 14 years.

COURTESY OF MEB

PHOTO FROM LIBRARY OF CONGRESS COLLECTION. JOHN VACHON, PHOTOGRAPHER.

These two pound cats have been 
Phillips residents for 16 months 
now. Here they are on their first 
day out of the pound.

M.E. KALUZA
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Peace House Community - A Place to Belong

Marti Maltby

From the Desk of State Representative 
Hodan Hassan

What Price?

Thursday Evenings at ASI
Thursdays
3 - 8 PM
American Swedish Institute
2600 Park Avenue
Free

Explore the ASI with free 
museum admission from 3-8pm. 
There will be live music on 
select Thursdays. https://asimn.
org

Heart of the Beast Shaping 
Change Workshops
February 5, 19 and 26
Online or at The Ava-
lon Theater
1500 E. Lake St
Free

Heart of the Beast’s Art 
Shaping Change puppetry work-
shops explore social justice 
themes through art. This year’s 
focus is on climate justice. 
Workshops are taught by local 
artists Ifrah Mansour and Graci 
Horne (virtual workshops), 
and Sofía Padilla and Davey 
Steinman of Paradox Teatro 
(in-person workshops).

Participation of all ages and 
experience levels are welcome. 
Kids will need an adult with 
them to assist for both virtu-
al and in-person workshops. 
Workshops are free, but reg-
istration is required. To see a 
schedule and to register, go to 
hobt.org, or email questions to 
info@hobt.org.

Phillips Street Safety Im-
provements Open House
Tuesday February 7
6 - 8 PM
Phillips Community Center
2323 11th Ave S
Free

Meet in the Aquatics Center 
Dining Room to provide feed-
back on proposed street safe-
ty improvements for Chicago 
Avenue and 24th, 26th, and 28th 
Streets. Complimentary dinner 
provided.

Sad Song Sing A Long
February 9 - 14
Open Eye Theatre
506 East 24th Street
$10 - $18

Michael Sommers revisits the 
Open Eye stage for a solo show 
with a Sad Proposition. An ani-
mated discourse with objects, 
images, fellowship, and refresh-
ments!

Open Eye’s co-founder is 
renowned for animating the 
inanimate, with a body of visual-
ly driven work that incorporates 
elements of live performance, 
puppetry, music, clever puzzles 
and wordplay. Join Michael for 
a pitch-perfect artistic event sure 
to enliven your winter doldrums! 
Age recommendation: 14 and 
up. www.openeyetheatre.org/

Youth Performance Compa-
ny: Inspired by Claudette & 
Rosa
February 10 - 26
The Conn Theatre
1900 Nicollet Ave
$15

Sonia and some of her class-
mates struggle navigating issues 
of race in their everyday lives. 
After learning about Civil 
Rights Activists Rosa Parks 
and Claudette Colvin, Sonia is 
inspired to take a stand in her own 
life and inspire them into action. 
In 1955, nine months before 
Rosa Parks became known as 
a civil rights icon, 15-year-old 
Claudette Colvin refused to 
give up her seat on a racially 
segregated bus in Montgomery, 
Alabama. Claudette’s story of 
resistance, and her relationship 
with Rosa reveal the role she 
played in sparking a movement 
for racial justice. Tickets and 
information: www.youthperfor-
manceco.org

Hennepin County Fix-It 
Clinic
Sunday February 12
12 - 4 PM
American Swedish Institute
2600 Park Avenue
Free

Bring your small household 
appliances, clothing, electron-
ics, mobile devices and more 
to this February’s Fix-It Clinic, 
co-hosted by Hennepin County 
and ASI! Guests will receive 
free guided assistance from 
handy volunteers to disassem-
ble, troubleshoot and fix their 
items. All sorts of things from 
antique radios to zippers have 
been fixed at previous clinics, 
which also teach repair skills, 
build community connections, 
and reduce waste.

No pre-registration required. 
Items must be carry-in-sized. 

Bring any parts and supplies 
that might be helpful. This event 
is family friendly! See www.
hennepin.us/fixitclinic for more 
info.

Wish Work Puppet Series:
The Three Little Pigs and 
Other Puppet Fun
Saturday, February 18
1 - 2 PM
Hinterhands Puppet Com-
pany
2742 15th Ave S
Suggested donation: $5-$10

Come see Scott Sorenson’s 
version of the Three Little Pigs 
followed by a few short per-
formances, then make a simple 
take-home paper puppet stage 
(materials provided).

Wish Work, a program of 
Hinterhands Puppet Company, 
is a puppet theatre for young 
audiences. We wish to do the 
work of hammering the stardust 
of our world into the shape that 
is best for young audiences, giv-
ing them the chance to shape the 
stardust they are given into their 
wishes in the future.

February Events

By MARTI MALTBY

By HODAN HASSAN, District: 62B

Hi neighbors, State 
Representative Hodan Hassan 
here. It is an honor and priv-
ilege to represent you at the 
State Capitol as your House 
Representative. For some of 
you, I have been your rep-
resentative for the last four 
years; for others, I am your 
new representative because 
of recent district boundary 
changes. These changes now 
include Phillips as part of dis-
trict 62B. I want to take this 
time to introduce myself and 
the work I intend to do for you 

in the next two years.
By trade, I am a social worker 

and a mental health clinician who 
found herself in politics when 
I saw a need in my community 
for strong representation. I am 
a mother of two wonderful kids, 
my youngest being three years 
old. So when I say I understand 
the struggles our families are 
facing with childcare expenses 
skyrocketing, food prices being 
unreasonable, and gas prices out 
of reach, it is an understatement.

After weathering the worst 
of the COVID pandemic, the 
murder of George Floyd, and 
the civil unrest followed by a 
period of safety concerns and 
instability, our community con-
tinues to face many challeng-
es. I strongly believe that our 
state is in a strong position to 
address the urgent needs facing 
Minnesotans, and we must do 
the work to expand economic 
opportunities and build a state 
that works better for everyone.

As the chair of the Minnesota 
House Economic Development 
Committee, I am committed to 
helping small businesses across 
the state, especially the ones in 

our district, recover from the 
last few years and start thriv-
ing again. Along with helping 
our small business community 
get back to its heyday, other 
priorities of mine include ensur-
ing paid family leave for all 
Minnesotans, making strong 
investments in childcare, cre-
ating more affordable housing, 
along with increasing home-
ownership rates, and delivering 
strong investments for our stu-
dents and classrooms. I plan to 
work with our DFL caucus and 
push all of our priorities to the 
finish line.  

It is incredibly important to 
me that I am available and acces-
sible to everyone in my district. 
I love meeting new people and 
hearing from you, so please do 
not hesitate to reach out if I can 
be of service to you, your fami-
ly, and your neighborhood.

You can reach me at rep.
hodan.hassan@house.mn.gov or 
at 651-296-0294. I look forward 
to continuing to work together 
to build the bright future all 
Minnesotans deserve.

I just came from a meet-
ing of the Native American 
Unsheltered/Opioid Crisis 
Response group. We discussed 
the need for more messages 
encouraging people not to use 
drugs, rather than focusing on 
using drugs safely. The harm 
reduction approach (help-
ing people use drugs safely 
to reduce the negative conse-
quences of drug use – like death 
– until a drug user is ready to 
quit drugs altogether) has its 
place, but by itself it limits the 
opportunities someone has to 
free themselves from addiction. 
When someone decides they 
want to stop using drugs entire-
ly, they need a pathway towards 
that goal. As with any other 
vice, from overeating to losing 
one’s temper in uncontrollable 
rages, reducing the problem is 
good, but overcoming it is bet-
ter.

At the same meeting, some-
one mentioned the test strips 
that allow a drug user to check 
the drugs they are going to 
use to see if they contain fen-
tanyl. Fentanyl is 100 times 
more potent than morphine and 
has caused untold overdose 
deaths over the last couple of 
years. I looked up the test strips 
online to get some background 

information. I was shocked by 
the WebMD.com article on the 
strips, as it drove home the point 
the Native American group had 
discussed at their meeting.

WebMD.com explained that 
a drug user needed to dissolve 
some of the drugs in water to 
administer the test. It then gave 
instructions on how to dry out 
the drugs so that the individual 
could use any drugs that didn’t 
have fentanyl – “safe” drugs, in 
other words. I assume whoever 
wrote the instructions thought 
something like this:

If a drug user is worried that 
testing for fentanyl will waste 
some of their drugs, they might 
not do the test. Better to reassure 
them that they can still get high 
safely than to not do the test.

While I understand the 
thought process, it seems strange 
that a website devoted to peo-

ple’s health will apparently pro-
mote the use of illegal drugs. We 
seem to be getting dangerously 
close to overlooking the lesser 
evils simply because they are 
lesser, while ignoring that they 
are still evil. Apparently fentan-
yl is so dangerous that all other 
street drugs are considered safe 
by comparison. We’ve hit the 
point where cocaine, heroin, and 
methamphetamines aren’t that 
bad after all, simply because 
they aren’t as dangerous as fen-
tanyl. I know the friends and 
family of many drug users who 
would disagree.

This is not meant to condemn 
anyone who uses drugs, nor to 
shame WebMD.com. As I said, 
this came up in a discussion 
of social service agencies doing 
outreach to drug users using 
exactly the same mindset as the 
website. I hope harm reduction 
does keep people alive long 
enough for them to get away 
from their addictions. Trying to 
keep people safe from fentanyl 
isn’t a problem, but the tradeoffs 
we are willing to make in the 
process might be.

From the Archives...
Vol. 40, N. 4: April 2015

Environmental Justice Campaign: 
Roof Depot Site
By JOSE LUIS VILLASEÑOR

Thank you to those who 
attended Saturday March 
28th to envision a sustain-
able, safe and healthy future 
for the East Phillips neigh-
bors and communities!

Below is the group’s reflec-
tions on what will make a suc-
cessful community benefits 
agreement. We are committed 
to continue doing authentic 
community engagement to 
enlarge the representation of 
the voices of East Phillips res-
idents. This email also has 
an article that was written by 
Twin Cities Daily Planet that 
highlights our great work and 
gives us a history on where we 
have been.

Thank you every one for 
your support. The project and 
site outcome must:
• Prevent gentrification and 

preserve the character of 
the neighborhood: rent-
ers, communities if color, 
low income families, 
affordable housing

• Both the building process 
and the new enterprise 
must employ current 
residents - local green 
jobs for neighborhood 
residents and new green 
enterprise for Phillips - 
with specific numbers re-
quired to employ people 

of color, indigenous, low 
income, and youth leaders 
from the community

• Local small businesses
• Benefits current residents
• Have building be LEED 

certified, green, geo-ther-
mal, solar panels, alter-
native energy, self-sus-
tainable building, green 
garden rooftop (organic 
agriculture)

• Be worker/community 
owned. 

• Tie in with community 
economics - ex. Green 
energy (solar farm) that 
subsidizes local low in-
come families energy

• Evict polluting industry - 
revoke grandfathering-in 
of all Phillips polluting 
and industrial enterprises, 
end economic and envi-
ronmental exploitation of 
neighborhood commu-
nity.

• Rezone Phillips as Green 
Zone, Green Economy. 
Have city funds geared 
towards this designation 
of Phillips

• Be transparent: people 
in community impacted 
the most (closest by) get 
info and decision making 
power.

Three Little Pigs and Other Puppet Fun

HINTERHANDS COURTESY OF HODAN HAS-



Howard McQuitter II

By HOWARD MCQUITTER II

Everything Everywhere All at 
Once
Fantasy/Comedy/Action/Sci-
ence Fiction/Thriller. 
Directors: Dan Kwan and Dan-
iel Scheinert.

Till 
African American/Biographical/
Drama/History/Civil Rights. 
Director: Chinonye Chukwu.

The Banshees of Inisherin 
Drama/Period Piece. 
Director: Martin McDonagh.

The Whale
Drama.  
Director: Darren Aronofsky.

Elvis 
Biography/Music/Drama. 
Director: Baz Luhrmann.

Pinocchio
Animation/Claymation/Drama/
Family/Thriller. 
Director: Guillermo Del Toro.

The Fabelmans
Semibiographical/Family/Dra-
ma/Period Piece. 
Director: Steven Spielberg.

Movie 
Corner’s 
Top Ten of 
2022 (And 
More)

Nope
Science Fiction/Science Fanta-
sy/Thriller/Drama. 
Director: Jordan Peele.

Black Panther: Wakanda 
Forever
Science Fantasy/Action/African 
American. 
Director: Ryan Coogler.

The Gravedigger’s Wife* 
Drama/Romance/Road. 
Director: Khadar Ayderus 
Ahmed.
  

Other Notable Films:

The Crossing
Animation/Drama/Thriller/Mys-
tery. Director: Florence Miailhe. 
(French with English subtitles) *

Barbarian
Horror/Drama/Mystery. Direc-
tor: Zach Cregger. 

Vengeance
Comedy/Mystery/Thriller. Di-
rector: B. J. Novak.

The Good Nurse
Biography/Crime/ Drama. 
Director: Tobias Lindholm.   

Persian Lessons*
Drama/WWII/Nazi Germany. 
Director: Vadim Perelman. (Ger-
man/French/Farsi with English 
subtitles) 

Hinterland *
Drama/WWII/Germany/Mys-
tery/Murder. 
Director: Stefan Ruzowitzky. 
(German with English subtitles) 

Empire of Light
Romance/Race Relations/1980s/
Drama/Great Britain. 
Director: Sam Mendes.

Medusa*
Mystery/Drama/Women/Evan-
gelical Christianity/Violence/
Romance. 
Director: Anita Rocha da Sil-
veira. (From Brazil, Portuguese 
with English subtitles) 

Smile
Horror/Mental Hospital/Drama/
Psychoanalysis. 
Director: Parker Finn                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                              
*  Minneapolis and St. Paul 
International Film Festival        

Movie Corner
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Do you read “the 
alley”? 

Want it to continue, grow, improve, 
and land at your  

doorstep or on a newsstand  
as a “free newspaper”  

each month? 

Contribute!  
Go to Alley Communications on GiveMN, 
or send a check to P.O. Box 7006, Mpls., 

MN 55407

alley cat friends, from drawings 
done by Open Streets visitors

     The Embedded Social Worker program started in 2020 with five social workers
embedded in police departments for other cities in Hennepin County. Now, three years
later, the program has expanded to all cities in Hennepin County (45), including
Minneapolis. The program in Minneapolis has one social worker embedded in each of the
five police precincts.
     The specific methods of each embedded social worker will necessarily vary, based on
the needs of the community they serve. What’s possible with the program in Minneapolis’
Third Precinct is that they could attend police roll calls, get referrals from Officers and
Crime Prevention Specialists who encounter community members in need of social
assistance, or going on calls with officers to provide outreach in real time to individuals
experiencing crisis. They are available to consult with precinct staff on issues relating to
child protection, adult protection, housing, and mental health disorders.
     The Embedded Social Worker program was created by the county’s health and human
services officials, law enforcement, corrections officers, judges, county attorneys and
public defenders. The goal of the strategy is to improve outcomes for individuals
experiencing mental health issues and substance abuse disorders who encounter police and
end up tangled up in the criminal justice system. (Minnpost article
https://www.minnpost.com/public-safety/2022/12/hennepin-county-to-expand-police-
embedded-social-workers-to-all-cities-in-2023/ )
     I personally have a lot of hope for this program as it develops within MPD and the
Third precinct. The social workers, as well as the Behavioral Crisis Response (BCR) teams
(a separate initiative) and other pilot programs, are a huge help in reducing call load for
officers in the precinct. The reduction in call load is due to both having alternative
responders like BCR for non-violent mental health crises, and for the ways our Embedded
Social Worker can connect people with the help they need and therefore prevent other
future calls. Police welcome the help, as staffing continues to be a challenge throughout the
city.
To apply for a job with the Police Department, visit
https://www.minneapolismn.gov/government/jobs/police-jobs/
For Hennepin County jobs, visit https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/hennepin
For Behavioral Crisis Response jobs, visit https://www.canopymhc.com/careers

VENTURA VILLAGE
 v e n t u r a v i l l a g e . o r g    6 1 2 - 5 4 8 - 1 5 9 8    v i l l a g e v e n t u r a @ g m a i l . c o m

Phillips Community Center Programming
By: Seng Vang, Youth Program Specialist

 Hennepin County Embedded Social Worker program is official
in Minneapolis

By: Kali Pliego, Crime Prevention Specialist

     Welcome back to our half - page in the Alley. We see this as an important part of
engaging the organizations, businesses, and people of our neighborhood. We appreciate
the opportunity that a free, accessible newspaper like the Alley gives us. Please let us
know how we are doing.
     By the time you read this we hope that our website venturavillage.org will be more
accessible and informative. While our space in the Alley will be smaller we want to
point you to our website which will be greater.
Here are some events coming up:

Phillips Community Center is excited for a new year with awesome new programs.
Mondays: 4-8:30pm - Open Gym  
Tuesdays: 5-7pm - Stem Program in collaboration with NCAT(National Center of
Autonomous Technology) for Drone Lab and Basketball Tourney
Wednesdays: 4-6pm - ESports league; 4-8:30pm - Open Gym 
Thursdays: 4-5pm - Archery; 5:30-6:30pm - Exploring Fitness 
Fridays: 5-6:30pm - Pool Fun Fridays; 4-8:30pm - Open Gym
Questions regarding programs? Please email Svang@minneapolisparks.org 

 - Feb. 8 Membership meeting 7 PM at ICCM
     Life Center, 1812 Park Avenue and Zoom.
 - Feb. 10 Brothers EMpowered Food Shelf at
     CVI 2000 Elliot from 3 - 5 PM.
 - Feb. 23 Committee Meetings 5:30 PM at the
     Life Center and Zoom.
Be careful driving and walking in our
neighborhood especially at intersections. Those snowbanks are real.

FEBRUARY 2023 MEETINGS

website: phillipswest.org
email: info@phillipswest.org

call/text (English): 612-424-0786 
social media: @PWNOmpls

Community Meeting
Thursday, February 2nd from 6-7:30PM
2400 Park Avenue or on Zoom

Safety Committee Meeting
Monday, February 14th from 6:30-7:30PM
Virtually on Zoom

Board of Directors Meeting
Monday, February 27th from 6-7:30PM
2400 Park Ave or on Zoom Tomorrow! Join us as we discuss a possible new business joining

us in the Phillips West neighborhood! Outta Wax LLC, a small,
boutique record pressing business is proposing to operate out of
an Oakland Ave. building, turning it into a processing
warehouse.

Stakeholders in the project, including the business owner, will
be presenting at our monthly Community Meeting and will be
available to answer questions regarding the economic,
environmental, and physical impact that the business may have
on the Phillips West neighborhood.

Residents are encouraged to attend and ask our presenters
questions that they may have regarding the project! We're
excited to see you there!

FEBRUARY COMMUNITY MEETING: Outta wax

PWNO is in the process of revamping all four of our
committees; Garden/Food Access, Housing, Safety, and Events
and Engagement! We're committed to making these
committees better than they've ever been before, but we'll need
your help!

If you're interested in joining one of the four committees, head
over to our website, phillipswest.org, and sign up for our
newsletter to learn more, or email us at info@phillipswest.org
to get plugged in!

COMMITTEE AND VOLUNTEER INTEREST

                                                                       
Support local news! Ask us 
about ad rates & sizes

ADVERTISE WITH 
THE ALLEY! 

SHARE YOUR EVENTS AND SERVICES WITH 
SOUTH  MINNEAPOLIS NEIGHBORS!

EMAIL
 BUSINESSMANAGER@ALLEYNEWS.ORG 

United Artists Releasing A24



ominously as the South Side 
Destructor) built in their com-
munity.

During the summer of 1938, 
garbage cans were overflowing. 
Composting and recycling were 
unheard of and many, if not 
most, of the city’s families pre-
served summer fruits and vege-
tables to tide them over during 
the winter. Corn cobs, melon 
rinds, vegetable peels and cores 
were piling up. The city’s lone 
incinerator was located on the 
North Side. It had the capacity 
to burn 200 tons of trash a day 
but the city’s population had 
swelled to 500,000 people and 

its citizens were generating 225-
230 tons a day. J. C. Vincent, 
assistant City Engineer, tried to 
put a positive spin on it when 
he claimed that the increase 
in garbage was evidence that 
Minneapolis was not a “hick 
town.” 

A number of alternatives to 
the Layman’s site had been sug-
gested but there was no con-
sensus. Mayor George Leach 
suggested that each of the 
city’s 13 wards have its own 
small incinerator, an idea that 
didn’t attract many supporters. 
Another suggestion was to have 
the railroads carry the garbage 
out of town to be burnt or bur-
ied. Another proposal called 
for grinding the garbage and 
dumping it down sewers and 

letting the water treatment plant 
deal with it. Another was that 
surplus garbage be buried on 
a lot near Cedar Avenue and 
60th Street. The most popular 
alternative site to the Layman’s 
location was at 20th Avenue and 
the Mississippi River, an idea 
that didn’t sit well with West 
Bank merchants and represen-
tatives from the University who 
claimed that it would undermine 
their vision for the West Bank 
as a “front door” to the campus 
and undercut the City’s claim to 
be “The City Beautiful.”

That left the site near the 
northeast corner of the ceme-
tery. At the time, each of the 
city’s wards had two represen-
tatives on the City Council. 
John A. Nelson and Herbert 

G. Finseth, who represented the 
11th Ward where the cemetery 
was located, strenuously object-
ed to the site. There also was 
significant, vocal opposition 
from local residents, American 
Legion and VFW Posts, and S. 
O. Severson, principal of South 
High, who chaired the South 
Side Protective Committee.

There was also the question 
of how to pay for it. The Board 
of Estimates and Taxation voted 
unanimously to deny issuing 
bonds to build a new incinera-
tor. The City Attorney ruled that 
the Council had the authority 
to use money from its operat-
ing funds for construction. The 
rest would come from federal 
funds.  The full Council voted to 
allot $125,000 of the estimated 

$170,000 cost.  The vote was 
21-5. Both of the 11th Ward 
Council Members voted against 
it. But the fight was not quite 
over.

Meanwhile, garbage cans 
overflowed and garbage that 
exceeded the North Side inciner-
ator’s capacity piled up outside 
the incinerator’s gates. Read the 
rest of the story in next month’s 
Tales.

Sue Hunter Weir is chair of 
Friends of the Cemetery, an orga-
nization dedicated to preserving 
and maintaining Minneapolis 
Pioneers and Soldiers Cemetery. 
She has lived in Phillips for 
almost 50 years and loves living 
in such a historic community.
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“Returning” article can be on greyscale page

Continued from page 3...

Tales, cont. 

Districts Map (north is left)

Annual Meeting
Tuesday, February 28, 6:30 - 8:00 PM
Virtual on Zoom: https://midtownphillips.org/zoom

Join The MPNAI Board of Directors!
Candidates must live, work, or own property in Midtown Phillips Neighborhood.

Telephone access info:
One tap mobile: +13126266799,,85939400419#One tap mobile: +13126266799,,85939400419#
+1 312 626 6799
Meeting ID: 859 3940 0419
 

Open Positions:
Board Chair (One-year term)
At Large Representative (Two-year term)
At Large Representative (Two-year term)At Large Representative (Two-year term)
At Large Representative (Two-year term)
District 1 Representative (Two-year term)
District 3 Representative (Two-year term)
District 5 Representative (Two-year term)

Continued from page 1...

Urban Farm, 
cont. 
hearts and vision have carried 
them forward. Across our city 
we see the same corporate and 
domination mindset that wants 
to remake the city in its image. 
The rich will support any pol-
itician that will give automatic 
preference to the haves over the 
have-nots. The City is willing 
to bulldoze over a community 
vision for the land.  

We know what will be 
required of us to win. To defend 

East Phillips and permanently 
stop the city’s aggression we 
will need to commit to even 
more bold action and push hard-
er to win. Now is the time for all 
of us to commit to rise up and 
add our energy to a full diver-
sity of tactics: from lawsuits to 
lobbying, to locking our bodies 
down and more.  

It’s up to us to stay on the 
path of defending the sacred and 
building the world we want to 
live in.

Learn more about the Urban 
Farm Project and get involved 
in community defense at              
epnifarm.org and via the associ-

ated social media accounts.

Andrew is a former resident 
of East Phillips who now resides 

Come enjoy the
winter garden

wonderland, we
will be sharing

skills and
knowledge about

fruit tree care
and pruning our

apple trees

sunday
Feb. 12 th

 1-4pm

East Phillips
Community Garden

2428 17th Ave
Dress for the weather. Warming space &  bathrooms located

at one half block from the Garden  at the East Phillips
Community & Cultural Center.  

EPIC  invites and encourages participation
by every resident to each program,

service, and event organized by 
EPIC.  If you require accommodations to

fully participate or need any documents
in a different format, please contact
EPIC at least 5 days in advance of the

event. email: garden@eastphillips.org
*

EPIC  invita y fomenta la participación de
todos los residentes en cada programa,
servicio y evento organizado por EPIC. Si
necesita adaptaciones para participar

por completo o necesita documentos en
un formato diferente, comuníquese con

EPIC al menos 5 días antes del evento.
Correo electrónico:

garden@eastphillips.org
*

EPIC  waxa ay casuuntaa oo ay dhiiri
gelisaa ka qayb galka dhammaan

dadka degan barnaamij kasta, adeeg
iyo dhacdo kasta oo ay soo abaabusho
EPIC. Haddii aad u baahan tahay hoy si

aad si buuxda uga qaybgasho ama aad
u baahan tahay dukumeenti qaab kale
ah, fadlan la xidhiidh EPIC ugu yaraan 5

maalmood ka hor dhacdada. Iimayl:
garden@eastphillips.org
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in Powderhorn Park. His daugh-
ter developed asthma as a young 
child while living in East Phillips.

DJR Architecture rendering of 
the Urban Farm on the Roof 
Depot site in East Phillips

EAST PHILLIPS  NEIGHBORHOOD INSTITUTE

Continued from page 1...

YPC, cont. 

really valuable youth theater is 
- it doesn’t just teach acting 
skills, but builds those admirable 
qualities that will serve young 
people and the world throughout 
their lives, whatever roads they 
follow. The cast definitely show-
cased the company’s mission: 
Youth Performance Company 
empowers youth and inspires 
social change through BOLD 
theatre and media arts.

Youth Performance Company 
has a long history - starting in 
1989 in a corner of an office 
at the Theatre in the Round on 
the West Bank of Minneapolis. 
They’ve amassed an impressive 
list of awards received over the 
years, both locally and interna-
tionally. The office and class 
location are now in Saint Paul, 
but performances are at the Conn 
Theatre, 1900 Nicollet Avenue, 
close to home here in Phillips! 
Tickets are very affordable. 

I had the opportunity to ask 
Sha’Vontie some questions 
about her experience with YPC:

How long have you been in-
volved with YPC? 
Six years.

Tell me about some of the 
important lessons you have 
learned in YPC classes and 

workshops: 
I have learned that you can be 
yourself and I feel like YPC is 
a safe place to show your talent 
and your creativity.

What would you tell other 
young people about the bene-
fits of YPC? 
I would say you don’t have to 
be afraid to put your dream in 
action, and I’ve learned so much 
fromYPC. I think they are a 
really good place to start your 
story. 

Tell us about the upcoming 
production Inspired by Clau-
dette & Rosa: 
The story is about some high 
school students that are inspired 
by Rosa Parks and Claudette 
Colvin, and they make a play 
about it. I think it will be a great 
play!

I also asked Sha’Vontie’s par-
ents to share their thoughts about 
YPC: “We initially learned about 
YPC when we were looking for 
summer theater day camps. We 
chose YPC because they were 
close to home, more affordable 
than other options, and had the 
racial representation we were 
looking for.” And “Sha’Vontie 
has always loved singing and 
dancing, but since she has begun 
performing with YPC, we have 
seen her grow in her acting 
skills.… [and] demonstrate a 
high level of commitment and 
learn to prioritize as she adheres 

to a rigorous rehearsal schedule 
while balancing academics and 
other responsibilities.”

The next production, Inspired 
by Claudette & Rosa, written 
by Laura Mann Hill, will be 
at The Conn Theatre February 
10-26. Find the performance 

schedule and more information 
about YPC at https://www.
youthperformanceco.org. Let’s 
fill the seats!



 TOGETHER WE 
CONTINUE TO 
CULTIVATE A 
COOPERATIVE 
ECONOMY 

2823 E. Franklin Ave., MPLS
& 317 E. 38th St., MPLS
www.seward.coop
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(i.e., socialism) without capital 
relinquishing ownership of the 
means of production. To veri-
fy this truth, the history of the 
Highlander Folk School can be 
found online.

Granted, the struggle for 
multi-racial working class unity 
remains ongoing. Even so, our 
gathering at Powderhorn Park 
clearly demonstrated that Dr. 
King’s life was not in vain. Dear 
neighbors, we remain in the 
quantitative phase of the revo-

lutionary process. The ‘great 
leap forward’ is yet to come.

Peter Molenaar is bulk dis-
tributor of the alley news. 
As such, he is likely familiar 
with more of the “nooks and 
crannies” within Phillips than 
anyone else alive.

Peter Molenaar

The Fusion 
Dance of 
MLK
By PETER MOLENAAR

January 16, 2023…
The MLK Day obser-

vance at the Powderhorn Park 
Community Center was a mar-
velous production. Tabatha, 
thank you so much for having 
mastered the ceremony straight 
from your heart. Oh, but it 
was the children who stole the 
show with spontaneous dance 
and gymnastic display. On 
the other hand, the two young 
women who performed a cho-
reographed Afro-fusion dance 
blew me away. Then, to close 
the show, there was our own 
Brass Solidarity Band. Wow!

One sour note: 
A young man had managed 

to insert himself ahead of the 
main program. He read on and 
on (and on) from a cell phone 
script (hmm) intent upon cast-
ing aspersions at Dr. King. 
Indeed, he asserted that Martin 

had been under the influence of 
“white liberals”. (Oh my!)

Moral means to moral ends? 
To be sure, “everything depends 
on conditions, time, and place”. 
Hey, a strategic conception must 
make a connection to signifi-
cant masses of people. Right? 
Therefore, the inference that 
Martin’s nonviolent opposition 
was incorrect (or cowardly) is 
vile, to say the least.

A reminder note: consistent 
readers of the alley know that 

the burning of the 3rd precinct 
was initiated by white-national-
ist provocateurs.

In truth, Dr. King understood 
that, subsequent to ‘the great 
migration’, Black Liberation 
would proceed via the struggle 
for equality and integration, and 
not via a struggle for a separate 
nation, (within historic bound-
aries which no longer existed.) 
He also understood that, taken 
as a whole, his people would 
not enter “the promised land” 

Raise Your Voice

New Wave Dancers

Our Brass Solidarity Band per-
forming at Powderhorn.

Patrick Cabello Hansel

Chapter 28: 
Follow The Hearts!

By PATRICK CABELLO HANSEL

Little Angel led his parents 
north on Cedar telling them he 
“knew where there was a heart.” 
Luz and Angel followed, not 
because they were sure it would 
lead anywhere, but because they 
had run out of everything but 
hope. Home may be where the 
heart is, but hope is where the 
heart goes when nothing is left.

They walked half a block or 
so, passed a storefront church 
and its parking lot. Before they 
reached the Greenway, lit-
tle Angel stopped in front of a 
house and pointed to the door. 
Even in the dark, his parents 
could make out a paper heart. 
It had seen better days. The 
lace trim around its edges was 
torn and dirty, it hung at an odd 
angle. But there it was.

“Ok, mi’jo,” Luz said to the 
boy. “I see the heart. Now what 
do we do?”

Her son looked at her for a 
moment, then up into the night 
sky.

“We look for another one!” he 
shouted.

And before telling them 
which way to go, he led them 
north. At 28th, he turned left, 
at 18th he turned right, never 
saying a word but walking—
almost marching—with a deter-
mined stride. Angel and Luz 
followed. And though it seemed 
exceedingly strange, and though 
both of them had huge doubts 
in their minds, their hearts had 

been brightened by their trip in 
the past. They trusted this boy’s 
words and his path, though they 
had no earthly reason to do so.

Of course, earth has its rea-
sons that reason cannot com-
prehend, to steal a phrase. Little 
Angel led the family to heart 
after heart, stapled or glued or 
shellacked to doors, to lintels 
and posts on house after house. 
Some were in worse shape than 
the first one, some seemed pris-
tine. All seemed to have made 
their home firmly in the arms 
of the houses where they were 
found.

“I think I know what this is,” 
Luz said. “A few years ago, there 
was this Valentine’s Day party at 
the Lutheran church, and we 
made hearts for houses that were 
100 years old or older.”

“Why did you do that?” Angel 
asked.

“I guess to show them love,” 
Luz said. “I know that sounds 
strange, but don’t houses need 
love?”

What Luz didn’t know was 
that not only do houses need 
love, they also breed love. These 
old houses, some with tattered 
hearts, some with shiny and new 
ones, had given love to their 
families and the sojourners who 
passed by. The paper and lace 
hearts had taken on a mission 
of love, and that mission bound 
them together in bonds stronger 

than steel.
For in a miracle like nature, 

the hearts on the houses had 
learned to love what they could 
not see. Like mycelium, which 
binds trees and fungi in an 
underground mega-mystery, 
the hearts had learned to bring 
love where it was needed, and 
remove it from where it was 
abused. The house where Brian 
Fleming had concentrated his 
business of turning sorrow into 
cash had once had one of these 
hearts. But the love in it could 
not stand the pain that was being 
monetized there, so it flew off in 
a windstorm, and flew down the 
street. It settled, not on the front 
door of a house, but on a side 
porch of one of the oldest hous-
es in Phillips. That is where the 
hearts were leading our bless-
ed family. That is where Agnes 
was heading with beloved lit-
tle Lupe. And that was where 
Mother Light was waiting, with 
more surprises than she imag-
ined.

“Love is not all”…a sonnet 
by Edna St. Vincent Millay. 
Look it up. A good poem for 
any February, no matter how 
cold and dark.

To be continued…

Patrick Cabello Hansel is a 
retired pastor, having served 
with his wife for 15 years at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran in Phillips. He 
spends his days writing poetry 
and fiction, gardening and yell-
ing at the TV.

WE OF THE MIDDLE 
AGES
By SHELIA BLAND

Confronted with the realization that our dreams 
did not come to pass,
We who raised our children with such confidence.
Sure of the difference they’d make in the future.
Sure that we knew what they’d need for the 
future.
We look up to discover
That the future looks just like the present—
The future that is now is no different
Than the present that was then.
And we are too tired to go on fighting,
Too tired, and too wise to believe again
In a future, future
That can be different from the present, present.
We experience a changing of the guard.
We see in our children’s eyes, our dreams of 
yesterday.
We see in our children’s limbs, our strength of 
yesterday.
We see in our children’s hearts, our enthusiasm of 
yesterday.
 A changing of the guard.
Our selves replaced.
The same dreams re-hatched.
We experience despair perhaps--
A feeling of uselessness --
Of being out of step.
We experience both trauma and tragedy.
We fail to see it is just the Middle Ages—
Being ever experienced
As it has always been experienced.
As puberty is just a phase—
So, are the Middle Ages—
When we are sixties,
We will look back upon them
As the silly misconceptions of youth—
As we of the Middle Ages now look back
upon the ages of puberty as
the silly misconceptions of youth.
We, of the Middle Ages.

Shelia Bland lives in Midtown Phillips. She has been 
writing most of her life to help herself understand

the experiences and people in her shared world.

Cartoonists of All 
Ages! 

Who doesn’t love a good chuckle, an inspiring mes-
sage, or a good drawing?? Share your cartoons with alley 
readers and brighten our days. Submit your cartoon to                              
copydesk@alleynews.org with “Cartoon” in the subject line. 

Note: Featuring cartoons will be dependent on space, and 
appropriate content, of course.

Phillips artist Jude Anikpo was featured in the 
September 2022 alley as one of our treasured youth 
artists. Check our archives for more of his amazing 

drawings!

You may notice that some of the snowflakes in 
this issue have eight arms and some have six arms! 
Did you know that almost all snowflakes in nature 
have six sides or points because of the structure 
of a water molecule? Next time it snows, take a 
closer look at the snowflakes and count how many 
sides each one has.

Find out how many snowflakes are hidden 
in this issue! Answer on Page 11.

Snowflakes in Nature! 

Snowflake Answer: 47

PETER MOLENAAR
PETER MOLENAAR



“Ancient Whole Grains (AWG) are the intersection between health and culture. The use of these grains 
as a foundation in the making of cultural dishes will impact the people and communities’ health and 
wellness. Eating whole grains gives your body extra vitamins, minerals, fiber, and other disease-fight-
ing nutrients. Adding ancient whole grains to your diet can significantly lower your risk of chronic 
disease and conditions such as heart disease, high blood pressure and diabetes.”
---Chef Robert Taylor, Cultural Wellness Center

YOGA
(A Zoom class)
• Mondays: 6 pm
• Wednesdays: 6 pm
• Saturdays: 2 pm

Stay up to date!
Like or Follow 

 
 https://www.facebook.com/backyardhealthhub

Find the ZOOM Links to the Weekly Community 
Health Hub Activities, the dates and times of the 
Dinner and Dialogues, and other important and 
exciting information!

MEDITATION,  
BREATHWORK 
and SOUND HEALING
(A Zoom class)
• Mondays: 5 pm
• Wednesdays: 5 pm
• Saturdays: 4-5pm AND 5-6pm

STEPPING

• (watch for videos posted on the 
Community Health Hub’s Face-
book page)                 

• Look for easy-to-follow videos 
on our Facebook page. Keep your 
groove on, learn some new moves 
or simply have some fun!

(A Zoom class)
• Mondays: 7 pm
• Wednesdays: 7 pm
• Saturdays: 9:30 am
• 

CRANIO-SACRAL

• (watch for videos posted on 
the Community Health Hub’s 
Facebook page)   

Attend Community Health Hub’s 
DINNER and DIALOGUE 

Resuming In-Person in  APRIL !!!!!

The DIABETES Dinner and Dialogue 
will be the 1st Thursdays of the month, 

beginning April 6, 2023.

The CARDIOVASCULAR Dinner and Dialogue 
will be held 2nd Thursdays of the month, 

beginning April 13, 2023

5:30 to 7:30 pm 
Midtown Global Market 

920 East Lake Street, Minneapolis
(Center of the Market) 

ZUMBA

Backyard Community Health 
Hub’s Facebook page!

Move Yourself Into 
HEALTH and  WELLNESS 

in 2023!
with weekly FREE classes led 

by our Health Champions! 


