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Youth joy at EPNIs Harvest Moon Block Party at Cedar Park Field.

SPENCER POLK

Ribbon cutting ceremony at Saint Paul’s - San Pablo’s Lutheran Church.

Heart of the Beast Theatre is Moving!

By HOBT

HOBT

The marquee at the Avalon
Theatre on Lake Street.

After 36 years at the Avalon
Theatre building, 1500 East Lake
Street, In the Heart of the Beast
Puppet and Mask Theatre (HOBT)
intends to move to a new location
and sell the building. HOBT has
always been a place that welcomes
all people no matter where it’s
been located.

Looking back

From its humble beginnings
inside a church basement, to a
Lake Street storefront, to three
floors above Lake Street, before
settling into the Avalon Theatre
also on Lake Street; the organi-

zation has helped nurture cre-
ative empowerment through the
joy and magic of puppetry and
education. Now, that legacy will
continue in its new home.

Going forward in a new
location and expanding
programming.

“We look forward to creating
and sharing collaborative spaces
for artists, and comfortable, sen-
sory-friendly spaces for anyone in
the neurodivergent and disabled
community,” says Elina Kotlyar,
Interim Executive Director of
HOBT. “As we look for a new
space, we are mindful of creat-
ing performance and engagement
spaces accessible to all. That
includes being near a bus line,
having parking and bike racks,
and a stage that can be accessed
without stairs. We also plan to
have a workshop space that better
fits the needs of our artists and
participants.”

Continuing and expand-
ing connections to com-

munities and artists.

The move from The Avalon
is a strategic one as Heart of
the Beast continues to expand its
reach further in the Twin Cities.

Once chosen, the new location
will be centered on learning and
development by providing after
school programs, camps, story-
time, artist and puppeteer train-
ing, and offer a more accessible
space to all participants. It will
also house the Puppet Library,
be a place for artist collaboration
and idea sharing, and continue
to be a space for puppet perfor-
mances that have been a part of
HOBT for 51 years. It will allow
Heart of the Beast to continue
its connections with artists and
the community with even more
programming beyond some lim-
itations of The Avalon Theatre.

“l believe that moving not only
allows us to tailor the space to
needs of many communities, but
it’s also a great way of letting
folks know that we are here to
stay and have big plans for mov-
ing forward with our fantastic
programming led by our amazing
community of artists and puppe-
teers,” says Rachel Beaver-Scott,
Puppet Librarian and Storyteller.
“There is so much fun to be
had, and | can’t wait to welcome
everyone to our bright, new,
accessible space!”

Prior to a future move to its
new home, Heart of the Beast will

Continued on page 4...

\
~

____________________________

Mailing Label Space

’
1

Sign up for a free copy of the alley delivered in the

mail each month!

https://alleynews.org/delivery-and-communication/

____________________________

South Senior

NON PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
TWIN CITIES, MN
PERMIT No. 510

___________________________

___________________________

and

Ceramicist Macy Gearhart
Pushes Boundaries in

Empowering
By OLIVER STRICHERZ

Reprinted with permission from The

Entering the thick brick walls
of South High, chances are you
will see art. South is known
for its vibrant inclusion (and at
times removal) of student-made
art. Murals line the hallways
with an array of themes, from
self-image to the murder of
George Floyd. Art at South rep-
resents the diverse, artistic, and
working-class values of South
Minneapolis.  Undoubtedly,
South High has a deep connec-
tion with art; a beautiful reflec-
tion of the small but caring group
of art teachers. Throughout the
hours and years, they have seen
thousands of students with vary-
ing skills in art and pushed them
to create — to unlock their artistic
potential and express themselves
freely. An incredible example of
South’s undying artistry is Macy
Gearhart, a current senior and
master ceramicist.

Born the daughter of two
scientists, Macy Skye Gearhart

Works

Southerner, abridged for space.

has always been a creative per-
son. When she was 7, Gearhart
took summer clay camps, which
sparked a fiery love for clay
inside her which hasn’t gone out.
She cares deeply about the eco-
logical health of the world, which
shows in her co-leadership of
South’s Green Tigers with senior
Zora Bael-Cyr. Another activi-
ty she dedicates her time to is
the Teen Council with Planned
Parenthood.

These passions of Gearhart’s
provide her with the drive to cre-
ate. Enrolled in Cynthia Berger’s
AP Art class, Gearhart has
embarked on a new artistic jour-
ney this year. In AP Art, students
are pushed to create a “body of
related works that demonstrate
an inquiry-based sustained inves-
tigation of materials, process-
es, and ideas through practice,
experimentation, and revision.”
(College Board).

Continued on page 11...

Eight Reasons Why
Riding the Bus Could be
the Most Radical Thing

You Do

By MATTIE WONG

In the wake of 2020, many
of us reconsidered our safety
and retreated from the public
realm. If we had the means,
we weighed our options and
decided to use individual forms
of transportation - automobiles,
walking, biking, etc. Many of
us are still a little shell-shocked
and find it hard to return to
public transportation.

There are real - and imag-
ined - issues with safety on
public transportation. It’s a
Catch-22 where in the retreat
from public services, we also
retracted the safety we GAVE
when entering a public space.
We left to keep our bodies
safe, and in return, our bodies
weren’t a safety to each other
anymore. Now all our bodies
are a little less safe.

A friend of mine said, ‘Oh,
well, 1 don’t take the bus
because | don’t have to.” It

Spotted in a store window
on a recent trip to Montreal.
Translated, it means, “Thank you
for chosing collective transporta-
tion”
made me wonder if taking the
bus really is a ‘have-to’ situa-
tion, or why we frame it that
way. Below are some reasons
to reconsider your stance on
the bus, and why riding the bus
could be one of the most radical
ways to interact with your city.

Continued on page 5 ...
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Alley Communications is ADULTS

a Not-For-Profit organization.

The Mission of Alley
Communications is

- promoting art and culture,

- advocating for issues,

- building healthy community,

- facilitating deliberation,

- lifting every voice,

« documenting history,

- agitating for change,

- giving truth and democracy a jog

forward.

Guided and Informed by:
Phillips residents

Governed by Directors: Steve Dreyer,
Susan Gust, and Cirien Saadeh

Operated by Editorial Leadership
Committee: Mara Brooks, Laura
Hulscher, Mary Ellen Kaluza, and Harvey
Winje

Business Facilitated by: Erick Boustead

Production Facilitated by: Graphic
Designer + Coordinator, Mattie Wong

Page Coordinators: Steve Dreyer and
Daniel Dorff, VV News; EPIC News;
MPNA News; Roberta Barnes and Jessie
Merriam, Back Page.

Social Media: Jessie Merriam, Susan
Gust, Cirien Saadeh

January contributors to the alley:

Ishmam Ahmed, All My Relations
Arts, American Swedish Institute,
anonymous, Erick Boustead, Chanci,
Alena Dobriakova, Steve Dreyer,
East Phillips Neighborhood Institute,
Christian Flores, Marcos Giossi, Caroline
Hall, Hennepin County, Hennepin
History Museum, Laura Hulscher, Sue
Hunter Weir, In the Heart of the Beast
Puppet and Mask Theatre, Mary Ellen
Kaluza, Howard McQuitter I, Midtown
Global Market, Lo Norvell, Phillips
West Neighborhood Organization,
PNGtree.com, Spencer Polk, Jake
Ryan, Seachlight Pictures, Somali
Museum of Minnesota, Robin Stramp,
Oliver Stricherz, Ventura Village
Neighborhood Organization, Harvey
Winje, Mattie Wong

DONATIONS
Thank you to neighbors, readers, adver-
tisers, subscribers, and GiveMN. Alley
Communications is a Not-for Profit
501C-3; donations are tax deductible.

the alley is delivered to homes, busi-

nesses, places of worship, institutions

in Phillips and in nine adjacent neigh-
borhoods.

Board meetings: 6:30 PM 2nd Tuesday

by Zoom. Editorial Leadership Team 2nd

Wednesday 8:30 -10:00am, 4th Thursday
6:30-8pm by Zoom.

Correspondence becomes the
property of the alley and may be
published.

Opinions in the alley newspaper and
its social media are those of the authors
and artists and do not necessarily reflect

the official policy or position of Alley

Communications, its Board, Editorial
Leadership Committee, or other neigh-

bors or writers.

Alley Communications
P.O. Box 7006

Mpls., MN 55407
submissions: copydesk@alleynews.org

ads: businessmanager@alleynews.org

Submissions due the

12th day of the previous
month

Franklin
Library News

By ARI BAUM-HOMMES

All information listed here is accu-
rate as of December 121, 2024. For
the most recent information, check out
the library website at www.hclib.org.

FRANKLIN LIBRARY HOURS

Monday 9AMto5PM
Tuesday 12 PM to 8 PM
Wednesday 12 PM to 8 PM
Thursday 12 PM to 8 PM
Friday 9AMto5PM
Saturday 9AMto5PM
Sunday 12PMto5PM
PROGRAMS FOR
YOUTH
HOMEWORK HELP
Tuesdays and Thursdays,

3:30-7:30 PM
Saturdays, 1-5 PM

Find homework resources for K-12
students online and at all our libraries:
history, language arts, math, science
and more.

STEAM ACTIVITIES FOR

YOUTH (AGES 8+)
Wednesdays, 5-6 PM

Drop in for fun and creative
STEAM (science, technology, engi-
neering, art, math) experiments and
projects! Materials provided. Led by
Franklin Library’s Teen Tech Squad.

MOVIE MATINEE
Every Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 PM
Watch popular films every week
with your Franklin Library friends
and neighbors! In honor of National
Native Heritage Month, we will be
screening Indigenous films through-
out the month of November. The
movie series will continue through
March. This program is funded with
money from Minnesota’s Arts and
Cultural Heritage Fund. Sponsor:
Friends of the Hennepin County
Library

COFFEE & CONVERSATION
Second Wednesday of the
month, 12:30-2 PM

Join Franklin Library staff for free
coffee & conversations with neigh-
bors. Next happening on October 9.

HIV TESTING WITH RED
DOOR CLINIC

Thursday, December 12, 12-2
PM

Drop in and meet with Red Door
Clinic for free, private Rapid HIV
testing. Learn about HIV preven-
tion and care, get help connecting
to treatment and medical services,
and pick up harm reduction sup-
plies. No registration required.
Collaborator: Red Door Clinic

ASK THE LIBRARY

Have a reference or library account
question? You can chat, email, text,
or call the library. Chat or email at
www.hclib.org/contact, text to 612-
400-7722, or call 612-543-KNOW
(56609) to reach library staff by phone.

Espafiol/Spanish: Llame o envie
un texto al 651-503-8013 para recibir
ayuda en espafol.

Hmoob/Hmong: Hu losis text
rau lub tsev nyeem ntawv ntawm
612-385-0886 txais kev pab hais lus
Hmoob.

Soomaali/Somali:  Caawimaad
Soomaali ah, soo wac ama qoraal
(text) usoo dir maktabada 612-235-
1339.

Ari is a librarian at the Franklin
Library.

Calling local artists!

Franklin Library is seeking new and emerging artists for

temporary art exhibits.

Priority is given to artists who:
e Reside or work in the neighborhood
e Are new or have limited access to exhibiting their work
¢ Represent the voices of diverse communities
e Submit art with potential for broad community interest

A sample of your work is required. Selected exhibits will receive a
$200 honorarium. Contact the Franklin Library Art Committee in
person or at fr.artdisplay@hclib.org with any questions.

Hennepin County Library | 1314 Franklin Ave | 612.543.6925 | hclib.org

FAMILY

PLANNING
AT

CUHCC

Prepare for a baby or prevent a
pregnancy

Birth control, prenatal care, and
more

MA Accepted. Discount Program
Available

O (612) 301-3433

www.cuhcc.umn.edu

How to write a

LeTTER TO
THE ED\TOR

Letters to the Editor are
always welcomed. Three
important criteria: no foul
language, do no harm to
an individual, must be
“signed” by the author.
Short and succinct is
better - under 300 words
if possible. Letters may be
edited for length.

email your letter to copydesk@
alleynews.org no later than
the 12th of the month, by 5pm
SHARP.

00 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

A Correction to Last
Month’s Article on Air

Quality

30 Seconds at State Legislature Stopped

Promised 5.7 M

Thank you to Kaylee Miron
and Maddie Young for last
month’s excellent article about air
quality in Phillips Neighborhood.
However, although as stated in
the last paragraph, EPNI and the
City of Minneapolis did agree in
Sept. 2024 to a one year exten-
sion to the purchase agreement
for the Roof Depot site, the need
for the extension was not that
activists failed to raise their $3.7
million portion of the agreement.
It was the $5.7 million that the
state legislature had agreed to
provide that failed to pass when
the vote on the bill containing
our funding went 30 seconds

beyond the constitutionally
mandated midnight deadline at
the chaotic end of the 2024
State Legislative session. That
is what necessitated the exten-
sion. EPNI is working with
the Minneapolis delegation to
secure the necessary funding
in the upcoming 2025 session.
Thank you to the alley and
journalists for covering these
issues for our community!

Steve Sandberg
Phillips resident and EPNI
board member.

CALL FOR
SUBMISSIONS

Is there something
going on in Phillips that
should be

noted in the alley?

Let us know all about
it by sending your
sentences and/or

photographs to:

copydesk@alleynews.
org
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Tales from Pioneers and Soldiers
Memorial Cemetery

By SUE HUNTER WEIR

230TH IN A SERIES

Hester Paterson: Freedom Seeker

Hester Paterson was a remark-
able woman with a remarkable
story. 150 years after she died,
her story, and those of a handful
of others, earned the Minneapolis
Pioneers & Soldiers Memorial
Cemetery a place on the National
Park Service’s Underground
Railroad Network to Freedom.
The cemetery is one of two list-
ings in the State of Minnesota.

There are many gaps in her
story, but in some ways, it’s
amazing that we know as much
about her as we do. There is lit-
tle formal documentation about
her—no birth certificate or census
information, the types of doc-
umentation that are commonly
used in genealogical research. But
there is something even better: a
memoir written by Dr. William
E. Leonard, who was eight years
old when Hester joined his house-
hold.

Hester was born in Mississippi
in the early 1800s and was
enslaved on a cotton plantation
until she was about 60 years old.
During the Siege of Vicksburg
in 1863, in an uncommon act
of bravery, she ran away and
found her way to the camp of the
5th Minnesota Volunteer Infantry.
There, she was befriended by
company surgeon Dr. William
H. Leonard (the father of Dr.
William E. Leonard), who booked
passage for her on a steamboat
that was headed to St. Paul. When
she arrived, she took a train to
Minneapolis and made her way to
Leonard’s home.

The gap in her story, which may
well have been the most interest-
ing part, is how she managed to
escape her enslavement. The only
reference to her life before she
fled the plantation, but one that
sheds light on her willingness to
take such an incredible risk, is
young Leonard’s “horrified” reac-
tion to the “sight of scars she had
brought up from slavery when
she had been whipped by brutal
overseers...”

The vyounger Dr. Leonard
described her as “a very stalwart,
big-boned, imposing personage”
who carried everything that she
owned in a bundle balanced on
top of her head. Her height, plus
the bundle, made her about seven
feet tall. Her first appearance in
the city was such an unusual sight
that children followed her down
the street until she reached the

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Leonard home, where she became
a “much loved institution.” For
several years she worked as the
family’s cook with an *“ability in
that line [that was] phenomenal.”

When she became too old to
cook, Hester moved to Hennepin
Island, where she owned two plots
of land. She built a cabin from
scraps of wood that workers from
a nearby lumber mill gave her.
She took in laundry and mending
to make ends meet. The younger
Dr. Leonard noted that “Her inde-
pendence and sturdy character
gained her many friends among
her own people where she became
a sort of leader.”

She was an ardent member
of a small Baptist church, but
her “domineering and energetic”
nature resulted in her having seri-
ous disputes with other members.
She stopped attending church for
several weeks because she felt
that members were not paying
enough attention to her opinions.
She insisted on being baptized in
the Mississippi River in January,
an act that resulted in both Hester
and the minister needing to be res-
cued from the freezing water. Her
one regret was that she could not
read the Bible; The younger Dr.
Leonard tried to teach her to read,
but he was not successful.

Hester was also involved in
a number of other disputes. She
fought with her granddaughter’s
husband because she thought that
he was a poor provider for his fam-
ily. She took two young women to
court because she claimed that
they turned over her kitchen stool
and spilled a jug of milk. A letter
by an anonymous writer that was
published in the Tribune attempt-
ed to explain her behavior by sug-
gesting that she was “in a manner
of speaking, undergoing the bless-
ings of a second childhood,” a

subtle hint that she had dementia.

Hester became ill in her old
age and was treated by the elder
Dr. Leonard. When she died on
February 8, 1875, the family took
charge of her burial. She is buried
in a block of graves purchased by
the family in 1859 when their one-
year-old son Earl Preston Leonard
died.

Hester’s grave has been
unmarked for 150 years. That will
change this year. Thanks to gener-
ous donors, a new marker will be
set on her grave this spring. It will
read “Hester Paterson, Freedom
Seeker.”

Sue Hunter Weir is Chair of
Friends of the Cemetery, an orga-
nization dedicated to preserving
and maintaining Minneapolis
Pioneers and Soldiers Memorial
Cemetery. She has lived in Phillips
for almost 50 years and loves liv-
ing in such a historic community.

Does your organization
have an important event
or new program the
Community needs to
know about?

Contact
businessmanager@
alleynews.org

to find out what
it might cost to
provide you space in
the alley.

We would be proud to
help you promote your
good work!
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Sofia Padilla performs Belong_Pertenecer Show with shadow
puppets and sand drawings at St. Paul’s - San Pablo Lutheran
Church on September 8th.

Consequences of War
on Russian-Speaking

Community

Part 2 of 4

By ALENA DOBRIAKOVA, Community Journalist-In-Training

War brings destruction, loss
of loved ones, and cultural con-
flicts between people who were
once like one family. In the
context of the ongoing Russia-
Ukraine War, the internal expe-
riences of Russian-speaking
immigrants have become more
acute. These people are stuck
between cultures, facing feel-
ings of guilt, fear, and isolation.

| interviewed Russian and
Ukrainian immigrants to explore
how their lives have changed
since the war began. The main
focus of the interview is the
consequences of the conflict in
emotional, social and cultural
senses including internal con-
flict of identity, attitudes toward
the dynamics of the society in

EDITOR’S NOTE - Due to

the original length of the article E
and gravity of the topic being !
discussed, we have chosento
break the story up into smaller i
segments to publish through the |
next 5 months or so. You can
read the earlier segment on the E
alley’s website. H

which we live at the moment,
and how people cope with the
complexities of war.

To protect the identities of
the individuals | interviewed, |
have chosen not to use their full
names, ensuring their privacy
while sharing their experiences.
K left Ukraine before the war
began, L is a Russian immigrant

Continued on page 10...

“When the great newspapers
don’t say much, see what the little

*

independent ones say.”
-Wendell Phillips
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VENTURA
VILLAGE

Chicago Avenue! The renovation work is funded by a capital grant from the Minnesota Department of Human

venturavillage.org

Renovation Update: Our Saviour’s Housing Emergency Shelter
We expect that by the time this issue is printed, renovations will be underway at our Emergency Shelter at 2219

Services. For more information, contact robin @oscs-mn.org.

During the renovations, we’re fortunate to be able to make use of another great space in Phillips. Our 21-bed
emergency shelter for adults has temporarily relocated to 2545 Portland Avenue for the next 6-8 months. This
location, less than a mile from our permanent site, will be a great temporary fit for guests, volunteers, and staff. We
extend our gratitude to all who have helped with the move or preparing the temporary space for our guests!

Article by Robin Stramp

e Qur first meeting of 2025 will be on Wednesday,
January 8th, at 7 PM. We'll meet at the ICCM Life
Center, 1812 Park Avenue and on Zoom. °

e Thor Adam and Chris Delaurentis will begin 3 year
terms on our Board. We have room for more board
members if you are interested. Contact us. U

e Besides the Our Saviour's Shelter remodelling we have
several other building projects going on. They are a .
reminder of the investment people and organizations are
making in our neighborhood. They include:

e The Indigenous Peoples Task Force (IPTF) broke
ground in October and has begun work on the .
Mikwanedun Audisookon Art and Wellness Center at

2313 13th Avenue S.

Ventura Village News

e The Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe Building at 23rd and
Bloomington is taking form.
The Community-University Health Care Center

(CUHCC) will be constructing a new facility along
Franklin Avenue.

place on Franklin Avenue.

villageventura@gmail.com

Hope Community

Hope Community Inc.’s Food, Land, and
Community (FLC) program is wrapping up

another year of growing food with community

for community! The FLC program runs 3
garden sites in close proximity to Portland and
Franklin avenues, hosting weekly community
work nights and free produce distribution

stands. This past summer, the program

distributed approximately $10,000 worth of

fresh produce from the gardens to community
members. FLC also hosted 8 skill share
workshops this year, including cooking and

canning classes, an herbalism and tea-making

workshop, yoga in the garden, and a container

gardening class. All are invited to participate in

FLC's gardening, food distribution, and

programming! To receive updates, join our

mailing list, and learn about the upcoming 2025

garden planning night, contact flc @hope-

The Minnesota Indian Women's Resource Center
(MIWRC) has begun their remodel.
While KRSM will retain their space at the Phillips
Community Center and their presence in the
neighborhood, they will be moving to a new studio next
to the FullCycle Bicycle Shop at 35th and Chicago.

The Minnesota American Indian Center, which opened
this past May, has become a very valuable gathering

community.org.
Article by Caroline Hall

Moving cont.

Continued from page 1...

continue its slate of programming
not only at the Avalon but around
the community. These events are
open to the public.

Heart of the Beast is also work-
ing with schools, centers, church-
es, and more in the community for
private events as well, including:
e Mask Making residency at
Arcadia Charter School

o Storytime at St. David’s
Center

 Afterschool Puppet Making
at Little Earth housing com-
plex

e Storytime at Mt.

Lutheran Church

In the Heart of the Beast Puppet
and Mask Theatre nurtures cre-
ative empowerment through the
joy and magic of puppetry perfor-
mance and education. Learn more
at hobt.org. For upcoming activ-
ities, follow In the Heart of the
Beast Puppet and Mask Theatre
on Facebook.

Olivet

Heart of the Beast Not
Limited To a Place

By HARVEY WINJE

HOBT has occupied four loca-
tions that served as indoor work-
shops, classrooms, performance
stages, and offices while always
doing production, teaching, and
performing at other indoor and
outdoor places. These spaces
included parks, schools, theaters,
community centers, and streets
throughout the Twin Cities area
and suburbs.

Other traveling adventures
took HOBT to Washington, D.C.;
New Orleans, LA; Brookings
and Mitchell, SD; Itasca, MN
and to the Gulf of Mexico on a
Mississippi river towns tour with
”Circle of Water Circus” (cur-
rently exhibited at the Hennepin
History Museum). In 2000,
HOBT performed at the DMZ-
Demilitarized Zone between
North and South Korea.

HOBT has been a place that
welcomes everyone no matter
where it’s taught, performed, or
at any one of its four studio/work-
shop/stage locations:

1973-1985: Walker
Community Church 3104 16th
Avenue So; demolished after May
27, 2012 fire and then a new
Church was built.

1985-1986: Gustavus
Adolphus Lodge Hall retail
space at 1626 East Lake Street;

demolished August 11th 2009
after January 16, 2004 fire with
a new apartment building built on
lot in the last two years.

1986-1988 Roberts Shoe
Store third floor; demolished after
a fire on Memorial Day weekend
2018 and currently a vacant lot
being planned and developed by
the Graves Foundation.

1988-Today: Avalon Theater
1500 East Lake Street.; 1937 Art
Deco and Neon Marquee and
interior fixtures by Perry Crosier,
Architect, famous for theater
designs in the Midwest.

Previously, that corner was the
Royal Theatre - a wooden struc-
ture of 300 seats built & opened
in 1909. In 1913 it was renamed
Seventh Ward Theatre; it was
destroyed by fire on January 25,
1924. The Rosebud Theatre
was built on the site, opening
on April 12, 1924, until 1928.
Between 1928 and 1930 it was
closed, then reopened as the Reno
Theatre when it was equipped
with sound and was renamed
Avalon Theatre - from Knights
of the Round Table- A Place of
Magic. It was demolished and
a newer theatre, 850-1,000-seat
Avalon Theatre, was built on
the site in 1937. Crosier noted on

HOBT

Heart of the Beast performing in the community.

drawings that some architectural
features from the previous Theater
were to be saved and reused. The
structural iron for the new Avalon
came from Minneapolis Steel and
Machinery Company; ten blocks
east on Lake Street & Hiawatha
where Target is now.

During HOBT’s 1988 ren-
ovation, two neighbors stopped
by one day saying they used to
peek through the old wooden the-
ater walls at movies when they
were young. One of them lived in
Powderhorn Park Neighborhood,
then, and the other in Phillips.
They married soon after those
days of looking in the “peep
holes” of the wooden walls on

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

the days they couldn’t afford the
5 cent admission. Undoubtedly,
they saw newsreels, cartoons,
westerns, and romantic movies.

By design, HOTB has had
a physical presence at
hundreds of residencies,
workshops, performances,
and parades away from
these four street addresses
over the years.

In 1973, there were two and
it multiplied.

Two performers in large pup-
pets on the Powderhorn Park

Continued on page 10...
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Peace House Community - A Place to Belong

Someone Thought This was a

Good Idea

By MARTI MALTBY

A couple of months ago, one
of the community members at
Peace House Community crawled
under the table where we set out
pastries so he could take a nap. A
newer volunteer asked if this was
okay, and | replied that as long as
he was breathing and no one was
going to trip over him, we would
leave him alone. If sleeping under
a table on a cement floor in a
noisy room is his best option, who
am | to make an arbitrary rule that
will take his sleep away?

I mentioned this story during
a church service recently, and a
couple of days later one of PHC’s
supporters commented on how
uplifting the story was, because
it showed how caring we were.
Unfortunately, in the two days
between telling the story and
hearing the comment, my mood
had soured because cold weath-
er had set in. My response was
succinct. “You say it’s uplifting
because | told you about the good
part of PHC. The flipside is that
there’s a really good chance that
one or two of my friends from
PHC will freeze to death in the
next few months, or will lose their
fingers and toes to frostbite, or
will die in a tent fire.” Needless
to say, our supporter wasn’t quite
as joyful after that.

ILLUSTRATION BY JAKE RYAN

Unfortunately, as we head
into another winter where
homelessness is still a
deadly problem for our
most vulnerable neighbors,
the City and County are
becoming less adept at
dealing with homelessness,
making the situation even
more dire.

The County has Assessors
who visit sites like Peace House
Community to help homeless
individuals get into housing.
Until recently, they posted their
Calendar on the County website,
showing when they would be at
different locations. Recently they
removed the Calendar because too
many people were showing up for
County services besides housing.
Taking the Calendar down makes
it that much harder for those who
need housing to find the people
they need to talk to.

Even worse, when | asked dif-
ferent County workers who had
been involved in the decision to
share the Calendar with me so that
I could refer homeless individu-
als to them, they refused. | was
told instead to have the homeless
individuals speak to the Assessors

Marti Maltby

who come to PHC. Unfortunately,
the Assessors visit us only once
a month for two hours, hardly an
appropriate response when freez-
ing temperatures are likely to last
for weeks at a time.

At the City level, Council
Member Chavez and others
have sponsored the Encampment
Removal Reporting Ordinance,
which is meant to bring more
transparency and fiscal respon-
sibility to the clearing of home-
less encampments. Basically, it
requires the personnel involved
in closing encampments to report
to the City things like the services
offered to the encampment res-
idents, the number of City and
other staff who were involved in
closing the encampment, the cost
of the closing, and so on. From
the public comments | have heard
from the Council Members, they
believe that the City is not getting
its money’s worth for the millions
of dollars spent over the last few
years on encampment enclosures.
While | applaud a desire to not
waste money, | don’t think the
ordinance will help because it mis-
understands the problem. Closing
encampments as efficiently as
possible to save money doesn’t
solve homelessness or eliminate
encampments; it just forces the
most vulnerable to continually
move, lose their housing (such
as it is), and forfeit any form of

Continued on page 9...

Bus cont.

Continued from page 1...

1) Buses are our most re-
liable and affordable ADA
compliant transportation
option. In contrast, biking is
for people with a certain amount
of mobility that some folks never
have or lose due to life circum-
stances or age. By riding the bus,
you are also supporting the safe
transport of your neighbor who
has some vision loss, or is older
and finds it difficult to move
about, for example.

2) Riding the bus is its own
community. On the bus, you
spend time with groups of folks
that you might not encounter
closely in your day-to-day. This
is also your city. It helps to not
forget the range of people who all
call the Twin Cities home.

3) Riding the bus can be

a meditation. Biking and
driving both require high amounts
of attention, while on the bus, you
can sit, listen to music, or break
out your knitting. It’s the kind of
in-between space, or third space,
that we are losing rapidly in our
individualized society.

4) You know more about
how the city actually
works.

You can theorize about crime,
cars, the economy, immigration,
or any other pressing issue, but
you don’t actually know much
about it until you become more
immersed in the public life of a
city. One of the best places for that
is the bus, especially in a location
like ours where outdoor spaces are
pretty inhospitable for a good part
of the year!

\ W
™

When you’re ready to take the first steps to own your own home,
we’re here to make it possible for you.

The Sunrise Banks Pathway2Home® ITIN mortgage program

makes the goal of homeownership possible for people with an ITIN.

Talk to a mortgage lender today to get started:
sunrisebanks.com/p2h

SUNRISE

. BANKS®

Certified

Corporation

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Member FDIC
NMLS# 640909

5)You know what you are
advocating for. Frustrated that
the bus is late? That it takes an
hour and half to get somewhere
by bus when it is a twenty minute
drive? Be frustrated! It makes
you a good advocate for better
services, which in turn benefits us
all. It is no longer up to the people
who ‘have to’ take the bus to also
be their only advocate.

6)You can challenge your
own perceptions. What is
more radical than challenging
your own thinking? Whether that
is about another ethnic group, or
even what constitutes public joy.
Sidequest: Have you ever caught
the Holiday Bus? | have never
had my heart swell so much as
when sitting on this bus with a
bunch of strangers excited to see
the joy on the face of another
stranger when they unsuspecting-
ly board the Holiday Bus.

7) You can practice active
safety. Uncomfortable situations
will almost inevitably arise when
you spend more time in public.
You often have options, and more
importantly, you start to practice
active safety for yourself and oth-
ers, rather than the passive safety
we are so used to when we retreat
from the public realm.

8)You can practice grati-
tude. Because, the reality of life
in the USA is that we have very
poor public transportation in lots
of places. So instead of ‘having
to’ take the bus, we ‘get to’, while
other places wish they could.

Ready to consider taking the
bus? If you are nervous, make it
easier for yourself. Take the bus
with a friend. Pick a time of day
you feel most comfortable. Have a
very exciting event you are taking
the bus for to help balance out the
anxiety. Start slow. Take the bus
once a month. Then see if you can
increase that number. Practice is
key. Have you had a bad experi-
ence? Talk about it with a friend,
and ask if they would ride with
you next time, or make a safety
plan for yourself if that situation
arises again.

Because humans are dynamic,
the experiences on the bus are as
diverse as we all are. Being on the
bus puts us together, realizing how
we all actually rely on and relate
to each other in a way that almost
no other public experience can.

Mattie Wong is the editorial
layout coordinator for the alley.
She has been connected to the
Phillips Community for many
years through various jobs, proj-
ects, and community events.
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The Minneapolis American Indlan Center

All are welcome to a grand reopening
and powwow celebrating the historic renovation

Reopens May 1st!

Communications

Contnator, WA
May, the Minneapolis
American Indian Center (MAIC)

City’s Health
Department Awards
First Round of Opioid
Settlement Funding
to Combat Crisis

in Underserved

b e completion e
historicproject at a_powwow
and open house on Wednesday,

The festivities will kick off
with a parade marking the start
of Minnesota American Indian

Moni. The parade il begin Communities and Youth
at the Cedar Avenue Field Park:
(2500 Cedar Ave.) at 10 am and March 12, 2024 a focus on underserved com-

conclude at the Center (1530
East Franklin Ave.) followed by
a public ribbon cutting cere
mony at 11:30 am, with food
available aftenwards from local

u
(MINNEAPOLIS) — The City ~ munities and youth
of Minneapolis is losing com-  The awardees of the
munity members to the opioid  Community Opioid Response
epideic at an alarming rate. To & Engagement (CORE) fund-
help combat this crisis, the City  ing will focus their work on
is expected 1o receive approx- treatment, long-term  recov-
imately $18M in opioid settle- ery, and prevention to reduce
ment funds over the next 18 disparities in the number of
years from national settements ~ overdose-related deaths and
reached with opioid distributors emergency room visits.
and manufacturers
City has awarded the Awardees

The awardees represent
money unity-based, the diverse needs of the
culturally specific organizations  Minneapolis population and
combating the opioid criss, with

Minneapolis American Indian Center, 1987

mation, on our website, w10 the Native community.
maicnet org Since 1975, the
food trucks and the center's gavd PO S
Gateings Cate oo G aneng e for
Fiom noon (o 2 the Cener Resourcesfor the Urban (L0 S P il
will be open for the community  Native Community and a staple in the Ventura
Centersaffareguteul orthe 18 S 1 e W
laff WI” mslrlbme community’s continued SUPPOIt o ovion Siiow us 1o con-
duting our temporary elocation O SO D o #1 K
on o vt estons A3 o Hotorc capiol Campaign st A G B e
pm, the space will eopen for a  As of mid-March, we've raised O Speon e &
posnow hosted by our Culture $29.25 millon of our 32,54
twork. et millon goal. The support allows
detil, including vendor infor- us o continue s avial resource

Augsburg University to Sell East Franklin Avenue Property to
Somali Museum of Minnesota

By AUGSBURG UNNERSITY the Bethany Lutheran congre-
On March 7, Augsburg Since 2020, the University has ~gation dissolved in September
University and the Somali worked with community-based

toe, the
commnitys hisoric home

Continued on page Continued on page 5.

formational impact along East ~ bridges that connect the_com-

nklin—one that aligns with munity together,” said Osman
Augshurg’s educational mission Al the museun’s founder and
Museum  of  Minnesota developer Redesign (formerly 50 pleased to part-  and honors Bethany Lutheran's  director “With a larger, perma-
announced an agreement  Seward Redesign) (o idenify a ner with the Somali Museum legacy of welcome and service nent home for the museum, we
for Augsburg to sell the for- financially sustainable, commu- to advance their compelling  to immigrant communities hope 1o serve a wide variety
mer Bethany Lutheran Church  nity-serving use for the property vision to invest in a new muse- Founded in 2009, the Somali  of communitis, whether young
property at 2511 East Franklin that contributes 1o the vitali- U site in the Seward neighbor-  Museu of Minnesota current- ~ Somalis who have grown up in
Avente 1o the Somali Museum ty of the East Franklin Avenue ~ hood,” said Augshurg President ~ly houses a collection of more ~ the United Sttes or Minnesotans
of Minnesota 1o develop into a ~corridor. The church building Paul Pribbenow. “This project than 1500 items in a Gallery ~of other heritages who may not
permanent museum facility and and property were donated o represents a unique opportuni- on East Lake Street. “Our mis-
culural center, Augsburg in May 2020 before 1y to create an enduring, trans- sion i education and to build

APRIL

Continued on page 1
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Relaunch of Ballot Petition for
All-Elected Police Accountability L y

Commission
Full Circle for Mey Day Cate

Earlier successful petition rejected by the city

on technicalities
By MINNEAPOLI FOR COMMUNITY CONTROL O POLICE COALTION

soemter concus ey @
oo ot e o 3 e cammns
e e o 1 e s ol s
e Mgy of S Ton Mo
oGty om0 i o b e e
Pt 4GP Tl e . Ml G e
it e (GO mtatonrdsosmns plie
Gt tlda il amosin) iy
o et oty oy o 202 MACCP e
i s o sl 10200 S
ety Cormision e Mimespls Gy Grce
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Thursday,

By MARY ELLEN KALUZA, o Voluntes o th alley

Pioneers and Soldiers Memorial Cemeury\
On Exhibit and Nominated
ational Underground Railroad
Network to Freedom 2]

The Hennepin History Museum will be hosting an exhibit
about the Cemetery titled In Memorium: Minneapolis
Pioneers and Soldiers Cemetery. The exhibit answers the same
questions in the alley for more than 20 years — who we choose

1o emember and who we chose o farget. he Exhibit Oening
s sl for ey Ocobar 190 fom 310 . Opeiog
will begin at three and after a short program, gueﬂs are
vt to vt e gllery an parake nlght e

]

National Park Service’s Underground Railroad (4]
Network to Freedom
T Camty s b s o it Hspprud (e
that ).

in the next few weeks

DY

Readmore on page 3!
Ve

By IARY ELLEN KAUZA
1 have to disclose that | have a_left. Mala really set the tone for

familial connection to May Day the Cafe’s personality. She was 1. Powderhorn Food Community

OzZco=>»

Cafe's early years, before the very generous with the space, Co-op, 1975
doors were even open. | baby-  letting community groups use it
sat my young niece while her in fundraisersor 2

Cafe, 1996

mother spent long days at the meetings, or donating sheet pans

old Powderhorn Food Co-op deep of bars to worthy causes, The

cleaning, reconfiguring the inte- walls were opened up to_local

tior, developing business. plans, K

O [ L R el
ment, tables, seating... It was ity

The Mala years
Sign painted by Phil Vandervaart

4.The AndyYears
Sign painted by Forrest Wozniak

mme amount nf rk transform- - ments. There we
ing 3440 Bloomington o the waiing 1o order, PIOVANG N s1a e e 10 her employee,
s communky et V. gty s it AryLinirg n 203 Arcy e
outheadersrstivertwork o he open- And,of course, th f00d - SWeel many of the same. recipes and

Steps and doors f St Pauls Church on 15th Avwas  ing in February 1996,

ighightedin he ally September 2026, This month the Ml my Y T e e e tough ,:“f:g CEAEOS m‘”""s"“s
[ e e o tree orginal partners in the on a person. Add asecond child aieq the weloming 2L
enterprise; within a couple of into the mix and it was time 0 ang the generosity. (Andy was a
year tinued on

Community a2 vibrant s the colorsinthe mural. Vit the
muralin :«wnkvmelul\vlulyar}"ﬂsmlwsm s she was the only partner pass the ownership torch. Mala
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The Minneapolis
American Indian Center
is Officially Open!

There’s been a buzz of activ-

ity at the Minneapolis American
Indian Center over the past

are resuming services this month
in their new and improved spac-

W are gractl o the Bt
Leaing Cent, Bty Spce,
The Minneapolis American Indian Center (MAIC), an emblem- has winded Many Rivers East, and other
W ElCOM@ i g roe of migenovs peole devloped e cocads conn 2nd St v retumed. ~ spsceswecalledhome uring the
ago between 1968 and 1975, has undergone a decade long trans- As of May 1, the Center is offi-  renovations over the past couple
formation that includes total renovation of its building edifice and ~cially reopened. ears. We are especially grateful
HOMI@ o tosmec e miings s At vin s s e 1 e Cammanty o i con
sysaveryae 2150 embellishing an outdoor message of srength, resilience, an ~ Center undenwent histoic ren-  tinued support during that time.
pride, and adding new landscaping amenzble to gathering outdoors.  ovations, we are thrilled o be
back o e and open o
Thisvanstomatonnefghies s st on st Frankln Avneth communy s Out ong
to something that is exceptionally different from what that street ~standing programs and activities
was in 1975. MAIC is now the epi-center of  mile-long American
it oot e Goren et orgrzaion
along it, and over two dozen more within one and a half miles.

To the Minneapolis American Indian Epi-Center 1530 East Franklin Ave.

continue being a keystone of the
Twin Cities Native Community.

Continued on page 1

“The Minneapolis American Indian Center once again centralizes

tps:hwwsgiven
ongstry/Sucbty

in time to prepare for its 50th Anniversary in 2025,

Southside
Roots:
Student
Led and
Community
Grown

By OUVE GRASE and LUCY RN

Conversation with Kali
Pliego, Crime Prevention
Specialist Extraordinaire

1 met Kali for the first time in ~ neighborhood groups on crime
2020 after a series of break-ins. | trends, giving personal safety
didn't know what to expect from  presentations, conducting home
a“Crime Prevention Specialist”. or business security checks,

Do you live in the East | was wary, having heard, “Why ~etc. We also respond to direct
Phillips, Corcoran, or don’t you move?" too many questions as well as complaints
Powderhorn _neighborhood  times over the years. But Kali about suspicious activity that
of Minneapolis? Are you was kind, empathetic, helpful come through Minneapolis 311
e ee et axd noysie o wcwite e The ater e aren of o

entered around has also been a generous con-  work is managing a system of

Keepiog. food Gt loctl, (o o the ey I ecen  block leadas i recl, i,
and healthy? Ifso, you should  years in her position. 1 thought  and support block leaders s they.
check out Southside Roots. We  we all needed to know Kali bet- ~ organize their block clubs. This
are led by South High stu- ter, hence this email interview. i my favorite part of the job,
dents and co-led by Michelle and the effort which | believe  just Crime Prevention. 2019, From day one, | have
Shaw of Mimneapolis Edible  Mary Ellen Kaluza: Your makes the biggest difference in geographically served the Phillips. neighbor-
Boulevards. We prioritize job title is Crime Prevention long term crime prevention. assigned to sectors within the ~hoods, which is a shorthand
making food healthy and ~ Specialist Tell us what a Crime e pole preicts—hes are vy of sylg Phllp Wt
accessible, and connecting  Prevention Specialist does? MEK: How long has Crime  at lea Crime Prevention  Midtown Phillips, East Phillps,
with youth and families o Kali  Pliego:  Crime Prevention been part o the Mpls Specialissmsoch precnct o venura Viag neghbor
make sure everyone has the ~ Prevention Specialist is a pub-  Police Dept? Are there Crime hoods
opportunity 1o explore urban lic education role, with a focus  Prevention Specialists in all  MEK: How long have you
agriculture. Our program is  of the education being how to  Minneapolis communities? been in your position in the 3rd  MEK: You live very close to
based around food justice, not be a victim of crime. There Prevention ~ precinct? What part of the pre- the area you serve. Does that
gardening, outdoor education, ~ are 50 many ways this is borne ~ Specialists have been a part of  cinct do you serve? Telp or hinder the work you do?
out through our work. The most  MPD since 1987 37 years! e KP: 1 started a5 a Crime

Continuedonpage S ;rmon services are updating used to be CCPISAFE, and now Prevention Specialistin May of

Continued on page:
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Community, Health, Education, and
Labor Leaders Unite in Call at City
Council to Close HERC Trash Burner
Hearing

Newly proposed resolution would call for a shutdown date for the facility and
ks rastituti i impacts inci oevonouna o are able to Vote now until 8 pm on
N

https/aleynews.org/delivery-and-communication/

Election Information You
Need

By LEAGUE O WOMEN VOTERS MNNEAPOLIS

Residents of Minnesota for 20 L@ﬁmlmﬂ
o GOV StV

By 28RO BUR CORLTION
Did you know?
The ffce of th Secrtary of
State i introducing a free SMS
textservicetotextall your ques-
tions to.You will ot b added

The Mimeapols City Courcif's
Climate &  Infrastructure fora felony convitionare elgible
Commitee held a public haring 10 vote. I adition, 16-and-17-
on October 10 focusing on 4 res year-olds can pre-egister 5o that
lution 0 support the permanent will be automatically regs-
closure of the Hemepin Energy tered on ther 16t birthy.
Recovery Center (HERC). The r Minnesota to regain our top
resolution marks asignifcant step Vot turnout pot. voters mustget
in acresing decaces of environ- the trsted electon information
mental and health concerns rsed they need. A & voter, you have
by focl residents, scientists, and the right o time off work and can
il vots from thecomfort ofyour
e resoluton calls or a efin- home. You can also now enter
your ballot directy into the tabu-
Jating machine beginning 18 cays

o,
reminders. This numbers part
ofthe Offces all enter, with
real peapleon the line who will
answierany questons you have.

Minneapolis’ R

Text: 651-217-3862.

the City to implement its 2017 of HERC is seen by many as a pollution. | am proud to fight :anmdmes for MN atyour fingertips.

Zero Waste Plan, aiming to reduce  crucial step toward environmental  alongside my  constituents on
waste and promote sustainability.  justice and a healthier future for  the Northside to bring the era o
For over three decades, local - Minneapolis HERC and srironmenial rcin [TERRRTR GG SN G b
residents and health experts have  “1 am honored to represent a 10 a close,” said Councilmember org. Another “one-stop-shop” for  nonpartisan voter information
been vocal about the harmful Ward about ) nonpartisan election information for over 100 years, Serving
effects of waste incineration at _the health of their children, neigh- Continued onpage 3.~ is” mnvotes.gov, where you can  communities across the state to
egiste 10 Vo, request an absen-  ensure free, fair and safe elec-
tee ballot, and locate your polling tions. More info and join us at
place. Make your voice heard by hwmpls.org.
voting this election!

o (o (o (s o o League of Women Voters

Building Dignity and Respect Program
Enlists Local Developers

Five things to know
about the East Phillips
Urban Farm Project at
the former Roof Depot

Compied by HARVEY WIUE

Centode Trabjadores Unidos riven ol Resonsiy, s
BNt i g gt o AV A
15 g v, amoumcad s 1 oo s Y1 b e ST
o Oiober 3 ol 55 gl o el oy o™ g Commnty
s e conmtsa it g s, T S ety e
romibsking Buldng Dty maks N mikcSare 1 o
e Respe () Fogran e wakers O
St e rousg ok iy deeipmen o e e )
sion driven huusmgdevelunevs Avenue, who believes in a EPfuture
cTuL comprehensive approach to 2. The Outdoor Farm team is interviewing applicants for
Background CTUL s a worker-led organi- three new positions funded by Minnesota Humanities
[For more than two years, work- ~ zation where workers organize, Center (MHC)

v s ekt vt evpow bt i, bt 5 e 0 3. Noweabes ormuniy Meeting about alwatrrecyclng
e T s o T o 3voen i e e o)

i contion scr, e and i lr commoties B ol Depat e e M vt
inhing oot wage b nd CTOL. posrrs i oér 00 Management g
misclassification, dangerous 4. December Community Meeting about geothermal energy

olion, a3 patem of moement 1o win Tkl pder  petoshpehr ovnlhe

criminal activity. Workers have and economic justice, to iden- their communities, and the possibilities, with Cooperative Energy Futures (CEF)
Deen calling on developers to join tify the root causes of injustice, systems that impact all of 5. We recently won a one-year extension of our pm(ha;e

Hope Communit

By EASTPHILPS NEIGHBORHOOD ISTITUTE

the development process.

the City of
will be advocating to recoup funding from the State.

ogram, which utiizes ~ between those who have it and  + We are also rooted in lis-
ng model Legislature in 2025

R pr

a mdepznden monit tening 10 our community.

our communities for present  Wewere drawn to the BDR

rotections o construction  and future generations. i d getin touch online
sites. Themodel, knownas Worker

NOVEMBER
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A Grand Gathering

5 NATALE RADEHACHER, NAIC
Communicatons Gordnator

Minnesota American Indian
Month kicked offlastmonth with
a parade and the grand reopen-
ing of the Minneapolis American
Indian Center (MAIC). An esti-
mated 1,500 people partook
in the celebrations and visit-
ed the renovated and expand-
ed center on May 1. An open
house and powwow followed
the Minnesota American Indian
Month Kickoff Parade, which

parade attendees and_ onlook-
ers as tribal leaders and MAIC
board and leadership welcomed
the community back during the
ribbon cutting ceremony. After
the ribbon was cut by MAIC
board member Dawn Paro, the
doors opened to the community
for the firs time since closing in
late 2022 to undergo a massive
renovation.

open house provid-
ed opportunities for visitors
to explore the center and con-
nect with program saff. Keith
Secola, David Huckfelt, and The

late 2022. The center underwent  histori renovation and expansion

serve the community for future generations.

SOUTH HICTH ARITISTS AU
THER SKILLS; sea badk pagel

In the Heart of the Beast
Urging Support

In the Heart of the Beast Puppet and Mask Theatre (HOBT) is
making an urgent appeal for support to keep the joy and magic of
puppetry alive in ansap
It's been an amazing year with HOBT actively manifesting
s mision of g creatiiy. 2 i hes done for h past 50
years, by continuing to grow Education Programming through
School residencies, community classes, and workshops. The
Puppet and Mask Lending Library is open to the public twice
2 month, helping kids and families embrace the use of puppets,
while also offering story time and make-and-take crafts. It also
featured diverse, one-of-a-kind puppet shows filling the main-
stage and inspiring audiences alike
x, like many nonprofit organizations across the coun-
try, HOBT has faced dramatic decreases in individual giving and
et les DU il farhlp HOBTY i madk e
incredibly difficult and heartbreaking decision o lay off
West, who was recently hired s the new Producing At
Continued on page.

Democracy Center
Exhibit Now Open at

Norway House
in part by Ventura Village, the

the frstfloor.

seen the gym that full before
There was standing room only,
and people flooded out into the
rotunda, vendor areas, and park-
ing lot, where food trucks served
delicious goodies.

ig thank you (o the vol-
unteers, vendors, performers
stlf, funders, project partners,
and community members who
made the celebration a success
It meant a lot seeing the space
filled with people. The sounds
of laughter, drums, and conver-
sation made it feel like we were

e elders are all smiles as
finally back, fulfilling our pur-

they neh theconclusin of the

pose as a home for the COMMU-  American Indian Month

ity again. e s te Misneaponn
The cnter s offcially open  Amércan ndan Center Rbbon

again 8 am. — Cutting Ceremony on May

through Friday. For an updated
list of our programming, please
visit wwwmaicnet org

Gatherings Cafe will host its

with Two_ Rivers Art Gallery,
from 5 - 8 pm. on Friday, May
3L

Many elders, families, and chi

More photos on page 2!

e aftarnoous entetaiment,
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exhibit welcomes all neighbors near and far!
By THENORWEGIAN AMERICAN

iy tothe Damocracy anter at Norvay House The
Democracy Center runs through July
Special to the alley called “Democracy Center”
with the goal of inspiring all
those who visit 10 learn about
the democratic societies of the

When Lori Ann Reinhall, edi-
torin-chief of The Norwegian
American (norwegianamerican.  United States and Norway. The
o onv it of i exi{E Tl
publication, graduated from  anyone who comes to see it
Colloge ahe Gecided o Vit witaspeciel cmphasison hil

Washington, D.C., to explore  dren and familis.
the history of the United States.  “When | was at_Eidsvoll,
M hely 20 G Ochoirely i
il Wity o b0 it
wazg\an Condiution was . the visor entt thre. |
signed in 1814. Reinhall real- el s Imporant I 5
ized she had a story 10 share. gt kids interested in the demo-
On May 3, a new exhib-  cratic process at a young age;
it opened at Norway House says Reinhal
Conti
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Consequences of War on Russian-
Speaking Community
Part1of4

By ALENA DOBRIAKDVA, Commanity Jounlst InTaining
War brings destruction, loss of ~ and is now a citizen but originally
Toved ones, and cultural conflicts ~ from Ukraine, and A was bom in ~ started
betuveen people who were once  the U.S. but spent mostof her life
like one family. In the conlext in Russia. Each of them offers a  G: As soon as the war began,
ongoing war, the intermal  unique perspective on how the | fell into a state of mild depres-
oxgutonces of Rusinspeskivg  war as afaced i lves asonfo sout 6 mans. | Gt
have become more  identites. have the motivation o dc
acute. These people are stuck il chores. 1 Sopped Sucing
between cultures, facing feelings
of guilt, fear, and solation.
I interviewed Russian and
Ukainian immigrants to explore

L Surprisingly, for the better. |
eaing more after the war.

EDITOR'S NOTE - Due to
the original length of the article

break the story up into smaller rib ”
sagment 1o bl g he | channels. and. masty extaced
next 4 months, information from them. |
conflict in worried and confused, so

on emotona. sl s culurl - How s your e changed since ver time, this state of
sense, including internal conflict _ the startof the began (0 react
of identity, attitudes toward the  K: Well, et it e country  more soberly o various life situ
dynamics of the society in which ~ before the beginning of the war, ~ations, and | became more moi-
we live at the moment, and how | was already safe. | can't say  vated to do things myself, and not
Pooplecope with e complees It was o who wasafeckd, 0 st my i nd wory st
of wa but my family was very affect. every event,

To protet he ideniies of the e My whole family moved and,
individuals | interviewed, | have ~ accordingly, we cannol rewm o A: The biggest thing for me is
chosen not to use ther full names, ~ Ukraine. | can't say that my life  that | can't fly directly to Russia,
ensuring their privacy while after the war has changed ina bad  and for a long time my parents

y at the moment, but, unfortu- could ot come to America,
nately, | would like o relu o because all the visa centers
s a Russian immigrant who came  Kyiv now, at least for a while, but  were closed. In fact, lfe has not
tothe U.S. after the war started, G | cantdo it

Wailing Labe Space

Sign up for a fee copy o the alley delivered in the
mail each month!

Ditps/alleynews org/delvery-and-communication/

Four Things to Know
About the East Phillips
Urban Farm Project this

December

By EASTPHILIPS KEIGHBORHOOD ISTTTE

+ Meet 6Pt the alleysclbraton on December S toleamabout
the history and future of the Roof Depot sits

has lived in the U.S. since 2017

5 and

HERC Closer to Closing Down?

By ZER0 BURN COMLTION

mber 7, 2024
Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey,
joined by City Council Members,
Representative Frank Homstein,

Minneapolis City Council a week
prior, A part ofits ambitious Zero
Waste Plan, the City has set a goal
to recycle or compost 80% of its
waste by 2030,

The HERC incinerator, which
processes up to 1000 tons of
waste daily, is the largest indus-
tial air polluter in Hennepin
County. In recent years, it has
faced increasing scrutiny  from

Council meeting.

towards zero waste. Meanwhile, _alors, and Detroil shut down its
many suburbs without zero waste  incinerator back in 201
plans and with much higher waste  Community leaders from the
generation per capita send their  Minnesota Environmental Justice
rash o HERC. Yet Minneapolis  Table joined the call to_action,
has prioritized greatly reducing ~ emphasizing the importance of
tionate impact on nearby loviin- 1Y Waste going to HERC and ~ihis wansition for Mineapolis
building a circular system focused  neighborhoods impacted by air
n recycling, composting, and pollution and ~ environmental
reusables Thi resoluion s being _ njustice
passed on the heels of Oregonand ~ “HERC  hides the  waste
California entering the process of ~ problem.  Propaganda  like
shuting down their Iast inciner-

Minneapolis residents, according
to the resolution, and Minneapolis
is a state leader in the movement

November)
90 s ekl pubc Zoom cl vry Wednesdyfom 3 pm
15 030 ouher st 5 EPMI ol orth Zoom

- e aut th racentynunchd Ve fom heFeturepostr s,

farmorg/art
+ Leam more and get n touch online at inkiree/epnifarm.

Ingebretsen’s Gift Shop
Turns 50!

Submited by INGEBRETSEN'S

This year the Ingebrestsen's levard,” a hub of Scandinavian
Gift Shop. celebrates its 50th  American activity. The. street
bithday. Julie Ingebretsen start- _remains  corridor where -
ed runming a small counte with  grant businesses can gt theirstart
just a few imported gits along- ~and contriute 10 a muliculural
side the well known Meat Market ~fabric of Mineapolis, Chrisimas
and Deliin 1974 and has buit the i the &
tore ntoone of the mostespect- the Scandinavians i the Twin
ed Nordic import and gift stores ~ Citles out in droves. Beginning
in the country. The combination  after Thanksgiving you will often
of e aditionl foda e el s a I of shppers waling
(opene by Chaes Ingelresen i Igebrte’ o gt i
wedish immigrant 1o the ~ Christmas przsem; ndratira
Wit n 1921 an it holdy fo
it and home oot o sl e 0 it
makes Ingebretsen's a source for _ Quate from Julie Ingebretsen,
the local community o find con- "My favorite part of my expe-
nection with Scandinavian cul-  rience has been the feeling of
re, creating something. It ook me a
Ingebretsen's is one of th fast long time o figure that out, That's

DECEMBER

20th century era of “snoose bou Continued on page ...
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AT POWDERHORN REC.
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Native Women Write
About Protecting
Little Earth

A Chapbook Edited by Marcie Rendon
and Diego Vazquez, Jr.

Tales from
Pioneers and Soldiers
Memorial Cemetery

By SUEHUNTER WEIR
20801x A Semaes

shepherded the project. Rendon,
s spent a successul
career looking into and looking

A Life in Six Paragraphs

10 been almost 150 yers since  hoped o find work in the harvest
Jacob Hodnefield died. Cemetery fields. Unable o find work 25
Tecords have litle 1o say about farmhand, he worked for a rail

him. His burial permit nofes that  road company 22:23 |, with Sigwan Rendon
he was buried on November 14, In1874, heenrolledat Augsburg and Serene Eidem, met with the
Reviewed by OWIGHT HOBBES wnmen who are Little Earth

1875, but ot the day tha he died
His birth year was recorded a5 [REIRPRIRTSNION]

rotectors one time a month,  Cover photo credit: Mariela Diaz
1841 but doesn't give 2 precise  [ETMRRI S e

Naive Amerians mater.  Dug vt i 1 evotaged
Shouldn't need to_be said: e to write their story of their  hopped back on a plane. Even
Twin Cites black communities  actions immediately following local so-called leaders got their
weren't the only ones devastat-  the George Floyd uprising and 15 minutes, then wen back to
‘Seminary but his academic career €0 bY the George Floyd UDIOar. — what they did to. protect the  business as usual.
was shortlved. He died the fol-  All that came to many minds ite Earth housing and sur.  An excerpt from “Food" by
lowing year. According to a letier  as the mst visible and vocal,  rounding. community. In June  Sandra Corona crystallizes in
thatwaswittentoInger'shusband  black folk.  Unconquered 2053, we published a chapbock ~ simple terms what cid't make
by Reverend B. P. Strand, Jacob  Nations. (Wiishkoban)  of their writing. Since non-na- the media. “Went to other
“was sick for 12 days, his iliness  reflects on the thoughts and tive folks arrived here, our sto-  stores to et food for my house
Deginning with pains in chestand - feelings of women of Litle ries have been written by every- & my family & other commu-
backand n two or ice day e Eartn (Mimeapolis) WH0 e ks, Sigwan Rendon and i sh wites,“Somelines
e o Memoriode . saw neit neighborood U Serene Eidem provided Reiki | went (0 10-15 cifferent tores
o e 5 e et nrough hel. Bl The peain (0 thewomen whowant o getwha we neeed. Went o
e hemorthaging sopped briely e odeered Natlons Witing e that This was the opportuni=  plces tat gave out fre food.
pen 20 vl Prfect atred 1y for s cousgnus women Sard what fod gt 0l
o e o ook o ecovry” % e wite ther story, from their ~ others. Some people hid stuff.
Stand cared for dacob in their  PTOIECIOrS 0 convey, along  perspecive for future genera-  Everyone el cach tter
room until he was moved to the  With Property damage, the mns m read” ey
college’ infirmary where he s Sharpton and other social sxmpmu Tom S
He never martied or had chil-  cared for by a nurse. He died on  SONal experiences, a glimpse :msadmg celebriies hit town Lol alis d an
dren but someone in his family a Sunday with “Mr. Strand, Prof,  InSide their personal and com-  for sound bytes. “It' time for us logy’
Knew is story and wrote t down.  Wenaas [redited with being one  Munal realities e oo el e R B o
His photo and a six-paragraph of the founders of Augsourg,J and _ Author Marcie Rendon and e vowed, “and say, ot yr
biography are posted on ancestry.  another student present co-editor Diego Vazquez, .  knee off our necks: Then he Continued on page 3...
com. Those six paragraphs were  Jacob's brother, Johan, asked
pubished on page 273 ofafamily _ that his brother's belongings be
genealogy. As brief as it is, that sold and the sale netied about

ooy 1 o oy o e socowinves o (- the alley Delivery Changes Start
March

- Anna Quindlen

3

his hopes, his strugoles, s rela-

ofthe s g p i et The leadership of Alley

t Jacob with the March 2024 issue of the alley newspaper TR e i
Hounehem was  born in taff

Hodefield, NOrWEY on OCIODEl 1 podnefilds family our ALL dverse peoplesof the Philips
0, 1841, and emigrated to the Community want to read because it represents their voices.

. replaced his original marker
United Stales i1 1871 He accom-  waieh was mostHkely made o
panied his Siser Inger and her  marble with. granite marker n
family. Inger went on o setlle
in Kandiyahi County but Jaco Block .
topped brifly in St Paul where
e hoped to find work. His trunk “his debis about the city” an his
was st on the voyage over and funeral expenses; the hearse and
was_never recovered. While i coffn cost about $18.
St paul, he met B . Strand, & His college frends purchased (- Go to “DELIVERY AND COMMUNICATION' on the alley website to
man who vis later his roommate a marker, most. likly made of
sign up for free mailbox delivery!
o

That being said, ifthats the y youl If Alley
d add f toreceive
the alley newspaper delivered by mail each month, we willquaify for a USPS nonprofit bulk-mail-
ing permit. Sign up TODAY for your FREE SUBSCRIPTION to the alley each month! It s easy
and simple to do. Encourage your neighbors, too!

at Augsburg Seminary and who marble, but when family mem-
became a close friend who cared  bers visted his grave in 1935, ivery

St Paul and set off on foot for  years after Jacob died, he had a

You will still be able to find a copy of the alley at coffee shops,
Farmington, Minnesota where he. Continued on page7.. !

mmunity centers, stores, and other businesses!

Sign up for a fee copy of the aley delivered in NON ROFT OFG.
the mailcach mntht US posTAGE
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Light-emitting Sculpture Gets Green Light

lew Dawn” Sculpture and a New Bridge R ;.

T SPRINGER

A New Chapter iding

Coliseum Reopens

Coming Soon, relatively!
In 2026, Heather Doyle’s bril-
liant,light-emitting sculpture —
“New Dawn’ —(see alleynews.
org/archive/may2022/newdawn
also see below*) “will invite
users to connect more deeply
with our urban environment” as

over the Midtown Greenway!

“The Advisory Team for the
proposed Midtown Greenway
Light-emitiing_Sculpture has

xcitng news. he Minnespoli [
Arts Commission  voted oo

orove . selpure coniin party celebrating Juneteenth
gent upon subsequent approval on June 19th. A destination
by Minneapolis Public Works. for community commerce

For those new 1o this proj-
ect, the sculpture is @ project vated, move-in-ready building
of the Midtown Greenway at 2708 E Lake Street has
Coalition. It will st at the top been_redeveloped as a bea-
of the Greenway’s 18th Avenue con for BIPOC entrepreneurs
entrance ramp. The sculpture and small businesses through
will provide light and beauty, a project led by the nonprofit
and serve as a memorable mark- community development cor-
er o help people find their way § . poration, Redesign, Inc. The
on and off the Greenway. Renderingof S Prolect colaborators Alila Belton  new space offers commerciall
scotiehall, Advisory Team 4 d o retailioffice space, incubator
member, shared zir excitement 2026, Inc.at the renovation jobsite.  5Pace for local BIPOC profes-
“I love public art because it sionals and BIPOC-led firms,
engages the community and, in  Heather Doyle, the select- a permanent location across the an event center, and an on-site
this case, will embellish East ed artist, is working with street on the east side of 18t The Coliseum Building, locat- restaurant & bar.
Phillips with joy and enchant- Minneapolis Public Works to  Avenue South. ed at the intersection of Lake  Now lsted on the National
ment. The ' Light-emitting ~negotiate design and placement  Te sculpture will likely be Street and Minnehaha Avenue, Register of Historic Places,
Sculpture project will invite the  issues, including what will hap-  installed after the 18th Avenue  has opened its doors once again  the Coliseum  Building has
East Phillips community and pen to the temporary streetlight ~bridge over the Midtown following a 3 1/2 year commu- long been a beacon for local
Midiown Greenway users 0. that now sits where the sculpture  Greenway is tor down and  nity-focused redevelopment ini- _ businesses and BIPOC entre-
connect more deeply with our  willbe located. Spoler alert that tiative centering BIPOC voices.  preneurs. The _redeveloped
urban environment!” Tight will probably be moved to Continued onpage ... After sustaining heavy damage  building will continue to serve

. . during the unrest in response to 2 a_retail and commercial
ATireless Advocate for her Community is At Rest the murder of George Floyd in  hub for the East Lake Street
Carol Ann Armstrong Pass, 1942-2024 e o te pbic uing _ fuure aacent developnen.
)

2020, the historic building final-  community and help catalyze
the Soul of the Southside block

Gt Cente. The Coliseum Building Through the Years

Minneapolis lost a ‘pow- the East Phillips Cultural and
erhouse’ on Tuesday, May Community Center, and for
28, 2024 when Carol Ann  numerous housing initiatives in
Armstrong  Pass, 81, of East Phillips, striving to bring
Minneapolis, MN, died at 3~ happiness, resources, and atten-
am. ~ fittingly the time of ~tion to the communi
Noht_she usially stopped  Carol was bom t Robertand
studying or working on com- Jeanne (Thurber) Armstrong on
munity projects. Aug. 30, 1942 in Minneapoli
Moving through the world ~ and graduated from Mound High
with a sense of purpose, Carol ~School. Raised on a farm along
was atireless advocate for Lake Minnetonka, she carried a
her community. She served as love of horses and animals into
president of the neighborhood —her adulthood. She married Brad

organization, East Phillips Pass on Dec. 18, 1971, and dedi- (e
Improvement Cosfin, o ctherelf0 a0 D s vs homs S nld
il et ez ried 10 & pilot e hoth very independent and

e i fo s co it et Core fopmatd art o a fsem) claparcling on
the board of the East Phillips ~ pendently much of the time and  ynat was needed.

Neighborhood Institute. She - then demonstrated her lexibility

raised the funds to build to pivot to family life when her

JULY

Continued on page 5...

COMMUNITY GARDEN
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Community Journalism is a Tool for
Justice and Community-Building

Over the next few months the  The journalism produced by ~ cific community that shares
alley newspaper will be work- the Star Tribune or Minnesota common interests o shared
ing alongside the Journalism Public Radio is not the same as ~ experiences.
of Color Training Center and ~community journalism, yet most  Community jounalism also
Phillips West Neighborhood  of us do not have the opportunity — functions differently  than tra-
Organization to offer a series to leam how the alley (or any ~ditional legacy or mainstream
of free community journal- other local community-specific sources. While mainstream
ism_ training workshops (see ~news organization) differs from news organizations are staffed
announcement on page ). These  those big news sources we tend by professional journalists, com-
workshops are an opportunity o hear most about. Community  munity news organizations are
forevery one of usto explore the  newspapers like the alley, North ~often made up of folks with
wer and purpose of communi- News, o the Minnesota Wormen's
ty journalism, Press, for example, serve a spe-

Continued on page s...

Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency and
Smith Foundry: No
Update

4. YN ADELSIAN

On January 11, 2024 the al partners to address your con-
Climate Justice Committee and ~ cems to protect the health and
EPNI held a community meet-  well-being of East Philip resi-
ing to address Smith Foundry’s ~ dents.” But there are no state-
hazardous emissions with no  ments or actions other than the
Minnesota_Pollution Control - MPCA noting it hes installed air
Agency (MPCA) staff in atten- ~ quality monitors in the neighbor-
dance. (See chair above: sign hood and is awaiting a mid April
courtesy of: Stacey Gurian- 2024 Emissions Monitoring Plan
Sherman) from Smith,

In late December the MPCA  Ongoing delays, ater decades
repeatedly wrote and spoke of ~of no interest, response o com-
their concem for the Phillips plying with the Clark Bergin "
communitysaying they “cotin-_ Cumultive impact law from January 15th.
ue 1o work with neighborhood, 2008, resultin b
groups and local state and feder-

OZ2CcoOox>»

the Powderhorn Park Neighborhood Organization.

SAVE THE DATE:

mith Foundry ting February 7

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency will host a
community meeting on Wednesday, February 7, 2024,
at the East Phillips Community Center (2399 17th Av S)

i e e

Z2=04

the Smith Foundry (1855 E 28th ) facility and their ac-
tions to monitor and prevent pollution in East Philips.
The agency will provide updates on the December
2023 stack tests, ongoing aif monitoring in the neigh-
bothood, and the upcoming permitting process for the
Smith Foundry facility.

On January 7th, Patrick Joh
Sign up for free Association s

home delivery by
scanning this QR
code or visit the

webpage below: z Ny 7
of George Floyd in 2020. For those interested in reading the book, the alley has inquired with
Hennepin County Library about adding it to their collection since it is not available commercially.
We will keep readers up to date on its availabilty.

dly, our cariers
< NALC s caling for
neighborhaod awareness and respect under the law.

EDITOR s NOTE:
Unconquered Nations,
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E ﬂ Drawings around town by alley W i
gUM illustrator Jake Ryan. L y

Pledge to Vote! Nuts and
Bolts

iz

if vou are not, you can reqister on

Election Day is November Eiection Day at your polling place

5. 2024. This is a general elec- site, but you will need to bring an
tion to select the President of the

United States. Minnesota VOIers  Not sure if yourre currently regis-

aht ctary
resentatives for open seals in of State website for registration
the Mimesota State House of information: sos sate.mn.uslelec-
Lake Harriet s e
) s, canidtes in local races, an
B Continued on page 3. A choices on possible ballot ques-  WHEN AND HOWTOVOTE,

tions. Make your voice heard by To vote carly in
voting in this election! 0 to Minneapolis Election &

“This “Nuts and Bolis” article \Voter Services, 980 Hennepin
provides praciical information to  Avenue E, or 10 the Hennepin
assist you in voting. Let’s make a  County in
plan to vote! Minneapolis at 300§ 6th Street.

Tales from Pioneers and Soldiers
Memorial Cemetery

BySUEHNTER WER

E:
REGISTERATYOURCURRENT  Friday, September 20 and
s S 'ADDRESS.

In Minnesota, you can regis-  November 4. Additional early

An Elusive Tombstone X
poron o
Mystery Solved: Young Woman Found | rsseing onine an oy mil opening o wesks tetore. 1
must be done by October l‘» election. The Minneapolis elec-
and Remembered 2024, or you can reie 3
you vote at your uollm ulnce on  ocations at vote.minneapolisr
This started as a mystery Hazel Andersons granite mark- | Election Day (Nove 5) Or  gov as we get closer to the elec-
story. During its research, ‘erfound in a Powderhorn Park | @t early voting lucutmn& beluve tion.
Neighborhood backyard Election Day (September 20 To vote early by mail, requesl
solved. The solution seemed that was discovered d through November 4), and when your absentee ballot at mnvotes,
like it would be complicated, later while clearing overgrown | voting early by mail s0s. mngnv/abrequ:sl/md:x no
but it tumed out to be quite If you are already registered
et

HAZEL ANDERSON AUGUST 5,

“nd incudes her Bt
1894 - MARCH 22,1915 " J

N
when date, March 22, 1915.
yard. They'd moved into their She me oldest cmld ol mo qvlef stricken m deﬂl with
house about three years before. Swsmsh lmmln rants, Ax h er marker sel’ There
weeding and clearing out scrub - appears not to have graduate ertes across the street from our Minneapolis hospital in the Phillips
trees in the overgrown north-  from high school since when the “ASSEKN"M‘"ON

Z\eraAdS\:Dv"fas ':Cm:rtv :m T—ia‘zhee\ ixsmae ‘cash girl” in a department died on March 10, 1832, from As plans develop for these spaces, we are committed to contin-

Children’s MN Now Owns
Entire 2500 Block of Park Ave

e Ninnesoa

As we at Children's Minnesota, the only exclusively pediatric
health system in the state, mark our one hundredth anniversary of
serving patients and families, we ar

Champion e el needs o ll e an a5 we 100k
Afriend of theirs did a little 11, 1016, from double pneumonia, & block of graves in Crystal
o of oo e 11,016 omdculonwumona K 1 9551 || vt vt et e i i communy
s g found 5 youngHor hsbnd and e i LS CTEET) Al 5 | |1 tr s e ot i s or crcens
So, too, were Hazel anﬂ Anna. community@childrensmn.org.

and birthdate on Pioneer and  was about 18, daughter Signe was
Soldiers Memorial Cemetery 15, and daughter Mildred was ten, 1Y Were among the 5000+
website. Heidi and Renae vis- Anna was buried in an unmarked ~ PEOPIE who were Gy
ited the Cemetery office and grave not far from where Hazel oM Minneapolis Pioneers and
fourd hat hore s young g e buried i lock A

man with a matching name the question was, why
2 doath e uriod 1 the e Htels heston 56 on
Cemetery; according to the card  her grave? Was her father plan-  "eMOval was never recorded in
file records. Hazel died on  ning on getting a matching marker e Cemetery’s records and they
March 22, 1915, from endocar- for his wife and, perhaps, ran Continued on page 7.

Community. We have reached out to Chldren's MN with additonal ques.

AUGUST

FREE CITIZENSHIP
CLASSES STARTING

a\leynzwx org

Foris
reades e

thealleyi -
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FREE community journalism trainings on March 8th and 16th, see page 7 for details!

Get the alley FREE in
your mailbox each

Cumulative Impact Laws Ignored in
East Phillips

The MPCA lacks a sense of urgency in addressing high levels of

asthma, cardiovascular disease, and other negative impacts in East

Phillips

N CLARK AN . O OELSOAN oy,

sign up for a free copy of

inue to demand Smith Foundry the alley each month by

be shut down due to toxic emis- scanning this QR code or

sions and continue t show up at

meetings where the Minnesota Qe

Pollution  Control ~ Agency

(MPCA) says it listening and

cares, the strong odor continues
On its website, the MPCA > o .

tates: “The MPCA continues to

o o mproving Qi in Owamniyomni

ovrbrioncs s 0 Okhédayapi Welcomes

1o work toward environmental

v Barry Hand as Program

As community members con-

Postal deliveries will start once we have 200 sign-ups!

However, in February 2024, sojene Janes directed anger -

Citculo de Amigos staf called and usration towards Director

o report the exposure of chil-  panelofofficalsromthe | The 2008 Clark-Bergin

dren at the child care center toa  Minnesota Plltion Cont AT By OWAANYONN KOOI

sirong odor of oxic emisions,  ASen<Yata community meet-

but o one from the MPCA o - L S T, Oviiyori Okhodyep  housld Iid e fourd
There UIDEISMEPIE: (formerly Friends of the Fall), tion for_his career. He

is no clear direction for what 5 (EmEOEEn 0 a project rooted in the revital- taught Dakota language &

and response, there's no legal
equitement to do anytning aif- | 2Ciity without anaiyzing | izajon of Dalcota culture and  the past 15 years and, armed
ferently. (See sidebar for a defi- restoring connections o the with a degree in public policy
nition of Clark-Bergin Law). River, proudly welcomes Barry  With a focus on sustainability,
The residents of East Phillips Hand as its newest team mem- has collaborated on program
and South Minneapolis want to ber. With a rich background ~ development with institutions
know the following: pollution from all sources | o teaching Dakota language ~like Harding High School and
What is the MPCA's analy- | 97 the environment and an impressive portfolio of  the University of Minnesota

sis and response in regargs | andresidents ofthe. community dovelopment ini- His experiences, from help-

to the 2008 cumulative | 9eo@raphicarea within | tatives, Hand brings a wealth ing to put on the first Dakota
impact law for both the which the facilty’s of experience (o the role of Language Bowl in the Twin
Smith Foundry stack and | emissions are likely tobe | program director. We introduce ~ Cities, 1o four years at Bdote
the whole_foundry? While deposit the community by ~ Leaming Center, showcase his

ge for delving into his background, ~dedication to_ cultural educe-

to follow any specific Pisecnt conribtonsat T to nd exgerentl i
action given ther mission (e names of other nearby  Wita (Prairie Island), and his  While working for Tinta
of “focusing on improving  facilties considered in the early visions for programming  Wita, . speheaced var
ar gty n ovtourdeed community-wide cumula- at Owdmniyomni (St Anthony  ious programs, including the
communities CAN tive impact study? And will  Falls). creation of a winter camp and
the community expm fom  there be any action related  Barry Hand's journey is one  the building of tracitional bark
them? When the analy- to the analysis? marked by a deep commit- lodges, a feat that hadn't been
sis is done, will the public 2. In 1996,  Biluminous  ment o language preservation ~accomplihed in Minnesota in
have access (0 if, and will  Roadways  roadways and community development. over 150 years. Hs philosophy
aresponse include notonly  feceived a non-expiring  Hand's rools growing up in centers around positvity in
smith Foundry, but also i a Lakota i 10..

residents can do, or what MPCA
is actively doing to reduce harm-
ful exposures to residents in East
Phillips, Litde Earth, and the
surrounding communities. Use
an asthma inhaler due to
heavy pollution should not be
the norm, nor should it be an
acceptable way of life for any-
one in Minneapolls.
response other than
claiming that there are no signif-
icant air quality issues or nega-
tive health effects originating at
‘Smith Foundry, the MPCA con-
tinues o ignore its mandate, ask-
ing the community to be patient
as they study and host more
meetings.

In 2008, the Clark-Berglin
Cumulative Impact Legislation
was created to improve air qual-
ity and community health, yet
the MPCAS tells East Phillips
residents that  after analysis

accepted submissions: photos, neighborhood news,
feature articles, interviews, profiles, fiction, cartoons,
opinions, artwork, poetry

3. Aska friend to proof-read!

How to submit to the alley

5. Copydesk may follow up with
clarifications, any image issues, etc.
6. The Editorial Leadership
Committee decides what should
goiinto the alley, and when. News
and stories that focus on Phillips
and are timely are prioritized.

1. Find and write about a topic rel-
evant to the Phillips Community.
4. Send in your article, any imag-
es, permissions, and captions, in
their final and best form to
copydesk@alleynews.org by
5pm SHARP on the 12th of the
month!

2. Stick to these general rules: 500
words for an opinion piece and up
to 700 for a feature piece, and no
profanity or harm!

NON PROFIT ORG.
US.POSTAGE

TWIN CITIES, N
PERMIT No. 510

onth!
o e 1576 T a I I

VOL. 49, NUMBER 9 52024 Alley Communications, Inc. SEPTEMBER 2024
22 INSIDE_J[-THIS . J[Z 1ssuer /][ J= 2 2 2

T

Waiing Label Space

Register Now for Free Community
Journalism Training Series This Fall! L y

Certificate and Honorarium for registered 5 to 8 parti
5y GRIEN SAADEH, hD

pants
Semilla Youth Leaders

Community joumalim s an fisher ofth aly, Pillps West The rining atis il e held

b s i, s oy sy Add Beauty and

e s o s 1 el S the orrliem of coor T fram 530am . 21500m, b

o o b o Cone o ek iy . s eyt iy e COMmMunity to Phillips

Gommonty junalm s Sorcs iy of Mimeapas -l .. 13 Tsring tcaons wal By ALUEECHSE A LB RALZA

ot o b wlth s por. ety 8 et i atac b shad i o 5 e

o ot el 4 ke ey commarty AT, o oo, vt 1 o e

er meaning of the issues impact-  rarium, and a published article for  Participants will have a chance
ing our communities and give us  each participant this November. 1o plan and lead interviews with

W@RKSH@ [SCHEDUIE

: Introduction to Community Journalism
Ethics + Pitching

More Journalism Ethics + Interviewing
More Interviewing + Research + Fact-Checking
Writing + More Fact-Checking

Editing, Publishing, and Promoting

the chance 1o celebrate andior  Registration and attendance at all community leaders, participate
contextualize events. 6 workshops s required. in the journalistic process from

, folks will have W are seeking 58 folks ages ~pilch-to-promotion, and publish The mural nearing completion.

the opportunity to participate 16 and up to register and partici- at least one story in the alley. oo secnse
in a community journalism  pate in the entire series of FREE  Each week, we'll delve into a

workshop series. The train-  trainings. Preference will be given ~different element of the journalis-

ing series - brought 1o you by to people living in the Phillips
Alley Communications, pub-  Community.

Continued on page.

Something|Sai News Online in June, “Leonarddid locked up this past half-centu-
not shoot the agents, and the FBI  ry, sentenced to consecurive life
FREE LEONARD knew this but withheld evidence. ~ terms, one for each of the agents

PELTIER The court of appeals acknowl- ~someone else killed
dged this but couldn't overturn  This s not oly justice denied
the conviction due to legal stan-  one man, It marked an opportuni-
dards". During his tial, Darlene ty to deal AIM (American Indian
Nichols said Peltier told her about  Movement) if not a death blow,
committing the crime. She later ~certainly a telling one. AIM,
acknowledged receiving $42,000 it bears noting, is no stran
from the FBI in connection with to_these parts. In Minneapolis,

By DWIGHT HOBBES.

her cooperation on the case. No in1968, Clyde Bellecourt with i
investigation looked into whether ~ Dennis Banks, George Mitchell
the testimony was perjured. FY1. and, later, Eddie Benton-Banai, Over the summer a_group of

BITIES She's now married 10 a former founded the organization, Like  Youth Leaders ages 11-15, working | See the events page

Leonard Peltier was railroad- F8I Chief Agent. At the tral, FBI the Black Panthers, AIM took  With Semilla Center for Healing = for information on,

X and the A, pained 2 murl o
e for FB1 agent Jack Colerand 2en changed thei talements a siand against police harass- " Latina and Latinx
Ronald Wilame 1975 murder 1l hey'd searched for 2 red _ment along wit otrer commu- oo ard o s ot . Pt el
at the isoric ine Ridge ndian _ PISkup truck and insead sad th. ity ssues, . discrimination in Evengelical Luheran Church sanc- .

Reservation gunfight in South  were looking for an orange and  school, poor housing, and dis- :x:’yp:'”ﬁzgzz‘g‘mdwl‘;:‘;: Praacslome
Dakota. Don't take my word,  Whitevan, like Pltier'. That con- ~ proportionatly high unemploy- @il i

Grafio, an acive Twin Citis com-
ook it u racicton was highly contentious - ment. Both groups were on J. O ¥ TWE OSSO this fall. Lynda

p.

U1l 170 o ineresing  eenc n el bt put i Edges Hoover s of W o isogctuncn | Grafito and several
information, Pelter’s attomey,  aWay. These area few fcts behind 1o be wiped out whlever it 00K, - yrapped up at the end of August.
fomr T 0. o Lonad e bing et by clng maion, wh\ . e Lynda what excited her
Judge Kevin Sharp, told Native the criminal injustice system and Continuedonpage2...  most about this prc

1 am very excted about how

other artists with

mmunity
"l e eatured,

much the youth have been involved
in this project. | feel that they have.
leamed a ot hve bacome amilar i and tols e imporance of

aterals, painting, cre- the process. Many of the youth
Em oo e et o coliic B TG

Zero Burn Coalition Requests
Help to Close the Hennepin County
Trash Incinerator

e st Inpoant g bt s deolgh oo (o he e
whole experioce s that they are  Aleia sid hr favoite aspec to
makingnew friends and having funt the project was “planing it out

i D
Zero Bum Coaliion,  Mimeapolis by the end of 2025, Why is shuting doun HERC | th tleted and enhusisic Youth _Lynd also added, "Almost al
cumnuseﬂ of over 30 organiza-  One big next step is 10 gt the an urgent prioiy. and howt canit | Leaders (Allison, Alexia, Byran, ~ the youtn leadersare Latinxs and
dons and e of incivid- ity of Minneapolis o pass a reso- b shut Crisan, Theo, and Esaban). We ~ speak Spanih. They eamed about
Ul i werking on all s ot calling o Hernepn Couny  Contay o what Hennein | et this s thr s tme e cierent culurs of Lotin
St o he Hennpi Enrgy 1o s HERC, Whhwetfoping _ Couny e, HERC s e | paningaul and s en - Anerics o s ot Somect
rer HERC) 1 e ClyCowcl il kg pasong Conmares ey | 3 o the places wherethey o their fam-
incinerator located in downtown _ this month oot onpeges., || Liniasoos eting a ot el e come from v Guatema
orting on design, handiing mate AT

H

QEPTEMBER

scenes from the December 5th Community Journalism launch!

ERICK BOUSTEAD

CHRISTIAN FLORES

On December 5th, community groups, writers, and Alley volunteers gathered to launch the community journalism work through the alley newspaper. Stories were shared, common
ground solidified, and momentum gained to continue working together to keep bringing relevant news and discussion to the Phillips Community.
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Niimiwin: Bijiinag igo in-
gii-azhegiiwe gaa-niimi’iding
Through January 18

All My Relations Arts

1414 E Franklin Avenue

Free

Niimiwin (“Everyone Dance” in
Anishinaabemowin), showcases
contemporary Indigenous art
within the theme of movement.
In the exhibition, artists from
various disciplines who are
connected to Minnesota work
through material, process, result,
and kinship to embody kinetic
movement within their art. For
hours and information, visit
allmyrelationsarts.org.

Native Youth Arts Collective
(NYAC) Showcase

Through February 2

Two Rivers Gallery

1530 E Franklin Avenue

Free

The NYAC Showcase features
work in photography, printmak-
ing, film, installation, and more
by youth and Culture Bearer
mentors from Little Earth Com-
munity. For gallery hours, visit
2riversartgallery.org.

Somali Museum

Thursday - Sunday

11 AM-5PM

Midtown Exchange
Basement level

2925 Chicago Avenue

Adults: $11

Youth and Seniors: $8

After months of preparation, the
Somali Museum of Minnesota
has reopened at a new location at
the Midtown Exchange. Featur-
ing newly curated exhibits, the
site is convenient to the D line,
bus route 21, and the Midtown
Global Market. Whether recon-
necting with an old friend or
going for the first time, make it
a New Year’s resolution to visit
this Minneapolis cultural trea-
sure and immerse yourself in the
heritage, art and history of the
Somali people.

In Memoriam: Residents of
Minneapolis Pioneers and
Soldiers Cemetery

Through 2025

Hennepin History Museum
2303 3rd Avenue S

Pay What You Can

The focus of this new exhibit at
the Hennepin County Historical
Society is Phillips’ own histor-
ic Minneapolis Pioneers and
Soldiers Cemetery. In Memoriam
shines a light on individuals
buried in the cemetery and asks
what a cemetery can tell us
about ourselves and the history
we share with the deceased. For
museum hours, visit hennepin-
history.org

Puppet Story Time

Saturday January 4

10:30 AM - 12:30 PM

The Avalon Theater

1500 E Lake Street

Free

Kids and families: head to the
Avalon the first Saturday of each

month to sing, dance, play, and
enjoy a mesmerizing puppetry
storytelling session with puppet
librarian Chelly from In Heart of
the Beast Puppet and Mask The-
atre. No registration required.

Wish Work Winter Puppet
Series

Saturday, January 11 & 18
10:30-11:30 AM

Open Eye Theatre

506 E 24th Street

Suggested donation $5-$10
Hinterhands Puppet Company
brings more puppetry magic to
young audiences with four in-
ventive and entertaining perfor-
mances in January and February.
This month’s performances are
Dream of Owls by Seth Eberle
(January 11), and Naughty JJ
and the Carrot Soup by Michael
Sommers (January 18). The do-
nation is a suggested amount, no
one will be turned away for lack
of funds! Go to hinterhands.
com for more information on the
programs and Hinterhands.

Hennepin County Fix-It Clinic
Sunday, January 12

12-4PM

American Swedish Institute
2600 Park Avenue

Free

Start the year out right by fixing
your broken stuff! Bring small
household appliances, clothing,
electronics, mobile devices, and
more to the county’s traveling
Fix-1t Clinic, co-hosted this
month by ASI. Attendees will
receive free guided assistance
from handy volunteers on disas-
sembling, troubleshooting, and
fixing their items. Items must be
carry-in-sized or smaller. Go to
hennepin.us/fixitclinic for de-
tails. All you need to do is show
up, no advanced registration
required!

Makers Night

Thursday, January 16

6-8:30 PM

American Swedish Institute
2600 Park Avenue

Free

Makers Night is a monthly
opportunity for makers to gather
in a friendly environment every
third Thursday at ASI. Bring a
project to work on and any tools
you need, and be ready to share
conversation, tips and questions.

70+ Minnesota artists

at Midtown Global Market

A collaborative of Minnesota
artists.

Visit our shop at
Midtown Global Market,
920 E. Lake St., Minneapolis
612-562-5871

NEW LOCATION ON THE FOOD COURT!

Mention this ad for a 10% discount off your purchase.

See website for special offers and more info.

HENNEPIN COUNTY

Hennepin County’s free Fix-It Clinic comes to the American Swedish Institute on January 12.

HINTERHANDS

Michael Sommers performing Naughty JJ and the Carrot Soup.

What’s new with the East
Phillips Urban Farm Project
this month?

MARCOS GIOSSI

East Phillip Urban Farm tour in December

EPNI raised $300,000 over the past two months thanks to the Mortenson Family
Foundation, everyone who generously donated to our fall fundraiser, and a
federal Community Energy Innovation Prize that we won in partnership with
Cooperative Energy Futures. Thank you!

In December, EPNI co-hosted a community meeting with some amazing part-
ners to discuss watershed management and start to envision what rainwater
recycling could look like at the Roof Depot site.

EPNI recently expanded our outdoor farm team by hiring two Food Justice
Historians and two Urban Farm Community Liaisons!

Follow along and get in touch online at linktr.ee/epnifarm. Come build and
dream with us!
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PHC cont.

Continued from page 5...
stability.

A homeless encampment on
the vacant lots behind PHC was
closed on Dec. 5th, and by the
Encampment Removal Reporting
Ordinance standards, the closure
was probably a success. Outreach
workers offered housing and ser-

vices that many of the residents
declined, but no one asked the
residents why they didn’t want
the services. Instead, every-
one ignored the Camp for a few
months, and then police officers
showed up one day and gave the
residents about three hours to
clear out. I’'m sure this closure was
cheaper than other closures (hence
the success), but it didn’t move

\/

REURION SOCIAL DI IRVIERNO

anyone into housing. Fortunately,
the newly displaced homeless
folks only have to wait 13 days
in a Minnesota winter before they
can speak to the County Assessors
at PHC.

Marti Maltby is an avid cyclist,
Director at Peace House
Community, and an obnoxiously
proud Canadian.

(PUJINO
NTTR SOC

ISU TNAZTTINICA ALK
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There’s a chill in the air and snow on
the ground which means it’s time for
the PWNOC Winter Social!

Come warm yourself at the American
Swedish Institute during their free
Thursday evening and learn about
what PWNC has planned for the year!

The Board of Alley Communications has a

seat at the table for YOU!

the alley newspaper is moving into its 50th year! While that is amazing news, the work of lifting the many
voices of the Phillips Community to represent their own narratives needs to happen beyond the confines of a
newspaper. There are so many more ways to communicate, deliberate, provoke and inform. Be a leader of that
change and growth by joining the board of Alley Communications.

REQUIREMENIIS:

«  Attendance of one monthly 90 minute
meeting

«  Volunteer your available time to work on
an activity you are passionate about

«  Believe in collaborative governance

«  Represent your cultural community and/
or your people

- Cultivate new community-driven
communication strategies with others

\W /AT STI NIy

«  Build your leadership skills within
collective space

«  Try on new ideas or bring them to fruition

«  Build your resume

Want to talk more?
Email Susan at susananngust@gmail.com to set a time to talk together!
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Movie Corner

A Real Pain (2024)

Jok Aok X

Drama/Comedy
Searchlight Pictures

By HOWARD MCQUITTER I

A Real Pain

Cast: Jesse (David Kaplan),

Kieran Culkin (Benji Kaplan),
Will Sharpe (James), Daniel

Oreskes (Mark), Jakub
Gasowski (Receptionist),
Liza Sadovy (Diane), Kurt
Egyiawan (Eloge), Jennifer
Grey (Marcia).

Director: Jesse Eisenberg.
Screenwriter: Jesse
Eisenberg. Producer: Jesse
Eisenberg. Cinematography:
Michal Dymek. Running
time: 89 minutes. Rated R.

Throughout the film music
is from one of Poland’s chief
composers: Frederic Chopin.

Seachlight Pictures

Performers in Bare Bones prepare for final show of the
season on November 2

War, cont.

Continued from page 3...

who came to the U.S. after the war
started, G has lived in the U.S.
since 2017 and is now a citizen
but originally from Ukraine, and
A was born in the U.S. but spent
most of her life in Russia. Each of
them offers a unique perspective
on how the war has affected their
lives and identities.

How has the war affected your
perception of your identity as a
Russian-speaking person?

L: The first year of the war
I was embarrassed that | was
Russian. Then it passed. And now
I just identify myself as a person
from Russia. Accordingly, | am
Russian, but | do not associate
myself with the decisions of the
authorities or politics. Politics are
separate, people are separate.

G: | wouldn’t say that the war
has greatly affected my perception
of identity. No, it didn’t affect me
atall, I would say. | am who | am,
and | think that no event in the
world can change that. I will not
lie to anyone or present myself as
someone else for the sake of some
kind of social approval.

A: You know, someone is con-
stantly ashamed. | also have some
kind of shame on the part of
Ukrainians, although 1 did noth-
ing. And the point is that they
always raise this topic. | remem-
ber, 1 just talked to a guy, | knew
him before the war, and we didn’t
see each other in the summer.
We met, he was from Mariupol.
| asked, how was your summer?
He said everything was fine. He
said, how are you? | said | was in
Kursk. I just mentioned the city
of Kursk. He said Russia is over,
Russia is over. And it was a couple
of days later when the Crimean
Bridge was blown up. I’m terribly
offended. Because it’s the same
people, they have the same roots,
the same genes.

Have you experienced any
changes in your relationships with
family or friends because of your
linguistic or cultural background?

K: In my family, we still speak
Russian to each other. But at the
same time, in an environment that
speaks Ukrainian, we also speak
Ukrainian. There is no problem
with that. I know very well people
who immediately have an aver-
sion when they hear Russian or
see Russian-speaking people. |

Howard McQuitter II

Jesse Eisenberg (The Squid
and the Whale [2010], The Social
Network [2010]) is director, actor,
and writer of A Real Pain. Mr.
Eisenberg and his costar Kieran
Culkin (The Cider House Rules
[1991], No Sudden Move [2021])
makes A Real Pain very captivat-
ing. The two men play first cousins.
David Kaplan (Jesse Eisenberg)
and Benji Kaplan (Kieran Culkin)
meet in Warsaw, Poland’s airport
to visit the Holocaust sites with
an experienced tour guide, along
with a handful of others of Jewish
descent. The two men were close
growing up, but over time became
further apart. David is married
with one small daughter living in
a townhouse in a city in the U.S.

while Benji is a drifter who hasn’t
figured out a clear path for his
future.

Even though A Real Pain can
be treated as a film that can easily
fall into a category with a sim-
ilar (if not an identical) theme,
it successfully conveys emotional
sentiment, cerebral undertaking,
and an underpinning of grief that
I think is one of the best films of
2024,

The contrast is between David,
who appears as somewhat of
an introvert, but actually is an
ambivert, and Benji, who speaks
bluntly, if seemingly out of order,
putting his listeners back on their
heels.

One gets the feeling watching
A Real Pain that the attempted
genocide of the Jewish popula-
tion worldwide culminated in the
Holocaust and sadly not much has
changed. There’s a reason for the
Holocaust museums: Never again.

Howard McQuitter 1l is a long-
time movie critic. He has been
reviewing movies for the alley
since 2002.

can’t say that I strongly support
contact with such people because,
yes, there are conflicts.

L: There were probably no
changes in relations with my fam-
ily and friends. But | think that
my Russian culture has personally
strengthened. | began to read more
about history. And in general, now
| feel Russian in a good sense, as
never before.

G: | wouldn’t say that the
relationship with my family has
changed... Yes, the war did affect
my family, but the relationship
between us is still as strong as it
was before the war.

A: My family accepts me and
supports me. All my friends are
Russian-speaking or from Russia
as well, so | don’t have issues with
language.

Do you feel pressure or bias
from others because you speak
Russian?

K: In my case, | can’t say that
I feel some kind of pressure in
terms of language, because, again,
at the moment in my environ-
ment, even those who are from
Ukraine still speak Russian. And
| repeat again, just with those who
speak Ukrainian, | also switch to
Ukrainian. There is no problem
with that.

L: Do | feel biased? | feel
biased only from Ukrainians, and
not from everyone, from some
radical or inadequate people.

G: Before the war, | met people
who were very aggressive when
they found out that I was from
Ukraine. But 1 think that there
are only a few people like that,
especially here in America. And
they mostly confess that they hate
immigrants in general. | don’t
think that something has changed
much in terms of pressure or prej-
udice.

A: | don’t know. Americans
don’t see the difference between
Polish, Russian, Czech, German,
and Ukrainian languages. | start to
joke with my friend about Russia
or Ukraine, and he starts to switch

to Ukrainian. | understand him a
little, but not very much.l don’t
feel the pressure.

...Look forward to the next
part of this article in the Feb.
2025 edition of the alley

Alena Dobriakova is an inter-
national student from Russia at
St. Catherine University. She has
been studying in the U.S. for six
years, focusing on her career and
academic growth. Alena’s research
focus is on the cultural and social
challenges of immigrants, includ-
ing the impact of war on identity
and issues of media justice.

HOBT, cont.

Continued from page 4...

Stage on July 4th, 1973 were
joined by another person soon
after and were invited to have
a workspace in the basement
of Walker Community Church
and began producing puppets,
masks, dramatic scripts for per-
formances and demonstrations
in a wide variety of venues.

First MayDay Festival

In spring of 1975, the young
theatre troupe joined with
people from An Almond Tree
Household, New American
Movement, and the Street Artist
Guild to fashion the first of
many MayDay Festivals with
Parade and Pageant. Since then,
there have been many collab-
orations with schools, small
towns,and other arts organiza-
tions including the Minnesota
Orchestra.

On Valentine'’s Day February
14, 1979, Powderhorn Puppet
Theatre became In the Heart
of the Beast Puppet and Mask
Theatre.

“As the theatre expand-
ed its scope from the specific
Powderhorn Neighborhood, the
Theatre changed its name to In
the Heart of the Beast Puppet
and Mask Theatre. The name
change marked a point when the
group began to define itself as
a guild of artists.” ...from 25th
Anniversary book, Theatre of
Wonder: 25 Years In the Heart
of the Beast, University of
Minnesota Press in cooperation
with the Frederick Weisman
Museum, 1999.

HOBT Name Origin: “l envy
you. You North Americans are
very lucky, you are fighting
the most important fight of
all- you live in the heart of the
beast.”...Che Guevara

Stay Healthy with
Flu and
COVID Vaccines

Available Monday-Friday by
appointment

& by walk-in on the 2nd and

4th Saturday of the month

CUHCC is a full service clinic with medical,
dental and mental health services. We serve
patients of all income levels, with and
without insurance and offer a Sliding Fee
Discount Program to help with the cost of
care.

Call CUHCC @
(612) 301-3433
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Dancers at 3rd Annual Two Spirit Pow Wow at South High School - July 13

Nicole Mason meets City Officials (MPD Officers Haugland & Martin, Director of
CPED - Eric Hansen, and Director of Housing and Policy Development - Elfric K.

Porte, ll) preparing to evict Camp Nenookaasi.

Ceramicist, cont.

Continued from page 1...

OLIVER STRICHERZ

A

Macy Gearhart, a South Senior and
Ceramicist pictured with her newest
work: a vase inspired by the female
reproductive system

<

Top: The front and back of Gearhart’s
Junior bust sculpture. Below: A bum-
blebee mug made by Gearhart.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

For her sustained investigation,
Gearhart is exploring “the idea of bod-
ies, reproductive anatomy, and beauty
standards”, and expressing “what that
means for women and people who strug-
gle with body image” in her work. It’s
her hope that other people feel inspired
by her work. Gearhart provided that for
this piece, she wanted to “highlight the
anatomy of a typical AFAB (assigned
female at birth) body, specifically the
reproductive system.” She added that in
the piece she “experimented with nega-
tive space, carved elements, and added
sculptural details.”

In Gearhart’s freshman year, she
began a serious ceramic journey and
has never looked back. The first piece
Gearhart remembers taking pride in at
South was a bumblebee mug she made
on the pottery wheel, a special connec-
tion to Gearhart’s love of nature.

Now a senior, Gearhart is making
big decisions surrounding her post-sec-
ondary career. She hopes to work with
ceramics forever and wants to go to a
school that will allow her to stay con-

nected to clay. But no matter where
Gearhart goes, the artist in her will never
be taken away. The mugs she’s thrown
in a minute, every firing that could go
awry, the underglazes splotched onto
her clothes; they’ve all interwoven the
spirit of clay into Gearhart, embedded
forever in the artist’s DNA of an aston-
ishing teen.

Editor’s note: Visit The Southerner
at www.shsoutherner.net for the full
artist profile. And to read other South
High news! The Southerner is the
student-written and student-produced
newspaper of South High School in
Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Oliver Stricherz is a junior entering his
first year in the newspaper as a staff
writer. He is ““driven, angered and inter-
ested” in human rights and dynamics,
hoping to explore human stories.
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THIS MONTH IN EAST PHILLIPS & MIDTOWN...
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The East Phillips Improvement Coalition (EPIC) and the Midtown Phillips Neighborhood Association (MPNAI) recently applied for a
Business District grant from the City of Minneapolis, with a vision for the future of Bloomington Avenue. Our proposal includes the
creation of a Phillips Multicultural Business and Contractor Association, a marketing campaign to promote local businesses, and an
Open Streets Festival to celebrate the vibrancy of the neighborhood.

At the heart of our vision is the Phillips Multicultural Business and Contractor Association. This initiative aims to connect local
business owners and Phillips independent contractors in a collaborative network designed to share referrals, resources, and
opportunities. By working together, we can foster mutual support and strengthen the local, walkable economy, all while promoting
a sense of community ownership and pride. Over time, we envision these efforts creating a resilient ecosystem where wealth
remains in the community, fostering sustainable economic growth.

The concept of a circular economy is central to our vision, emphasizing the continuous flow of resources and wealth within the local
community. By keeping money circulating locally—through businesses sourcing materials, hiring talent, and reinvesting profits
within Phillips—we aim to build a strong local economy. Phillips is already taking strides toward a circular economy, with local
businesses and community organizations circulating resources, wealth, and community identity. However, there is still much work
to be done to fully realize this potential.

n fact, research has shown that local businesses outperform chain stores in several key areas. They have deeper connections to their
communities, which enables them to leverage local networks, foster customer loyalty, and reduce transportation impacts (which we
love for the sake of clean air!). While big-box stores often use their bulk buying power to undercut local businesses, this may come
at the cost of our long-term community wealth.

In addition to impacting the flow of capital in our local economy, a thriving business district alos has an interdependent relationship
with neighborhood safety and well-being. A run-down business corridor feels less safe and deters locals and visitors alike, causing
lower foot traffic which in turn can make an area more vulnerable to crime. Well-managed businesses bring more than economic
impact, they bring a positive presence (Welna Hardware is a particularly long-standing contributor to the neighborhood).

The businesses on Bloomington Avenue have proven their resilience and importance to the neighborhood. At Macca, Elmi sells
whoopie pies and spices, while Super More Value offers gyros to the community. The Grease Pit not only fixes bikes but also
teaches people the skills to do it themselves. Royal Cafe, a gathering place for pool players, offers a space where neighbors can
connect and unwind and Duce Restaurant sells the best Sambusas and Shaah Caday (somali tea). These businesses are more than
just shops—they are the heartbeat of our community, circulating money, resources, and cultural identity.

The Phillips Multicultural Business and Contractor Association is being designed to create a support system that will help businesses
grow, improve their operations, and strengthen relationships within the community. Together, we can make Phillips a model of
economic resilience, community connection, and sustainability.

What can you do? Continue to support our local businesses and ensure that the businesses of Bloomington Avenue remain an

integral part of our community’s future. And if you are a business owner or a resident
interested in strengthening Bloomington Ave, reach out!
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